Primary Sources: Letter from Ruby Bates to Earf Streetman

Huby 5 was a terrible witness. At the first triat In Scottsboro in 1931, her testimeny was
full of hesitatiens and primarily carrobarated the more colorful story toid by # . At
the next trial in 1933, she appeared as a witness for the defense, The prosecutors made ciear
to the jury, however, that her nice new clothes, and her recent stay in New York City had
been paid for by the Communist Party.

Between these two trials, a letter was found on Miren Pearlman, also known as Danny
Dundee, an ex-prizefighter arrested for drunkenness, Peariman claimed he had gotten Bates
drunk and ceerced her to write the missive, Bates then slgned an affidavit canfirming his
accaunt. The text of the letter appears here with ariginat spelling and grammar retained.

Jan 5 1932
Huntsvilie Afa
215 Connelly Ally

dearest Ear

£.5. this is one time that § might tell a lie But it is the truth so god heig me,
Ruby Bates




