President Ford’s remarks in Japan

Introduction

In November 1974, Gerald Ford became the first sitting American president to visit Japan—the
trip was also Ford’s first abroad since replacing Nixon in August of that year. He used the trip to
reinforce US-Japanese relations, and in this speech to the people of Japan, the new president
admired Japanese ingenuity and industry and expressed the value of the alliance between the two
nations. Ford touched on difficult historical moments between the countries, noting, “Together
we removed the legacies of World War 11.” And he pointed to the two nations’ past cooperation
as a guideline for the future: “We worked together to solve the problems of the cold war. We
succeeded because we worked together. Now we confront these new and even more complicated
problems.” Those problems, matters of the environment and global economy, belonged to both
nations, Ford asserted. Inviting Japan to continue its close relationship with the United States,
Ford pointed to the necessity of mutual cooperation: “America cannot solve those problems
alone. Nations can only solve those problems by working together. Just as we worked together to
maintain peace, we can work together to solve tomorrow’s problems.”

Excerpt

We believe that we are not just temporary allies; we are permanent friends. We share the
same goals — — peace, development, stability, and prosperity. These are not only praiseworthy
and essential goals but common goals.

The problems of peace and economic well-being are inextricably linked. We believe peace
cannot exist without prosperity, prosperity cannot exist without peace, and neither can exist if the
great states of the world do not work together to achieve them. We owe this to ourselves, to each
other, and to all the Japanese and the American peoples.

America and Japan share the same national pastime — — baseball. In the game of baseball, two

teams compete. But neither can play without the other, nor without common respect for each
other and for the rules of the game.

Questions for Discussion

Read the document introduction, the excerpt and the images of the speech. Then apply your
knowledge of American history in order to answer the questions that follow.

1. How did President Ford explain the importance of his visit to Japan?

2. Which areas did Ford identify as those with which the United States and Japan shared the
most in common? How did he explain their importance?

3. Why did Ford use the analogy of baseball?
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REMARKS IN JAPAN

November 20, 1974

AS THE first American President to visit Japan while in office, I
greet you on this unprecedented occasion. I thank the Japanese
Press Club for inviting me and the national television netwood of
Japan for the opportunity to speak directly to the people of Japan.

I deeply appreciate the excellent coverage of my visit by the
exceptional news media of Japan. I have always sought a good
working relationship with the American journalists and have the
same feeling toward their Japanese colleagues. It has been my
objective at all times to treat journalists and all other people
in the same manner that I would like to be treated.

I bring the warmest greetings of the American people. Our
bipartisan political leadership in the American Congress sends its
very best wishes. The distinguished leaders of both of America's
national political parties have asked me to tell you of the very
high value that all Americans attach to our partnership with
Japan.

It is the American custom for the President to make a report
every year to the Congress on our state of the Union. In the same
spirit, I thought the people in Japan might welcome a report on the
state of another union--the unity of American and Japanese mutual
aspirations for friendship as Americans see that relationship.

In my hometown of Grand Rapids, Michigan, a Japanese company is
now assembling musical instruments. Not only are the instruments
harmonious in the melodies that they produce but the labor-manage-
ment relationship followed by the Japanese created a model of harmony
between workers and business.

In a nearby community, Edmore, another Japanese firm is manu-
facturing small electrical motors. This is yet another Japanese
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enterprise that has injected new energy, new good will in our
industrial life. There are similar examples throughout America,
and we welcome them.

The time has long passed when Americans speak only of what we
contributed to your society. Today, traffic flows in both direc-
tions. We are both learning from each other.

To signify the value the United States attaches to partnership
with Japan, I chose this to make my first overseas trip. I also
met with your Ambassador to the United States on the first day
that I assumed office, August 9.

I have long admired the richness and the diversity of Japan's
culture, the products of your industry, the ingenuity, creativity,
and the energy of your people, your courage as a fountain of
resourcefulness in a very troubled world.

My only regret is the Mrs. Ford could not join me on this visit
in response to your very kind invitation. We both hope that she can
come at some later date.

Americans are very proud of the way that we and the Japanese
have worked together during the postwar period. We have had some
disagreements, but we have remained friends and we have remained
partners. Together we created conditions under which both nations
could prosper. Together we expanded our relations in trade and in
travel.

The reality of America's economic, political, and strategic
interdependence with Japan is very obvious. America is Japan's
greatest customer and supplier. Japan is America's greatest
overseas trading partner. Japan is the best foreign customer
for America's agricultural products.

The total trade between our two nations has doubled since 1970.
It will surpass $20 billion in 1974. American investments in Japan
are the largest of any foreign state. Japan's investment in
America is growing rapidly and accounts for one-fifth of all
Japanese investment abroad.

The flow of Japanese visitors to the United States has grown
from some 50,000 in 1966 to over 700,000 in 1974. This is also
a two-way street: Over 350,000 Americans visited Japan last
year, accounting for nearly one-half of all foreign visitors.
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about the American people. The American people have faced some
difficult times in our history. They know they will face others
in the future. Their burdens are enormous, both at home and
abroad. Some observers, including American observers, say that
Americans have lost their confidence, their sense of responsibil-
ity, and their creativity. It is not true.

I have traveled over much of my country during the past year.
Each time I return to Washington refreshed. Our people are deter-
mined and realistic; our people are vigorous. They are solving their
problems in countless towns and cities across the country. They
continue to understand that history has placed great responsibil-
ities on American shoulders. Americans are ready and willing to
play their part with the same strength and the same will that they
have always shown in the past.

Americans also know that no nation, however strong, can hope to
dictate the course of history by itself. But the ability to
understand the basic issue, to define our national interest, and
to make common cause with others to achieve common purposes makes
it possible to influence events. And Americans are determined to
do that for the constructive purposes and in the true spirit of
interdependence.

In that spirit, let me make a pledge to you today. As we face
the problems of the future, the United States will remain faithful
in our commitments and firm in the pursuit of our common goals.

We intend not only to remain a trustworthy ally but a reliable
trading partner.

We will continue to be suppliers of the goods you need. If
shortages occur, we will take special account of the needs of our
traditional trading partners. We will not compete with our friends
for their markets or for their resources. We want to work with
them.

The basic concepts of our foreign policy remain unchanged.
Those concepts have a solid bipartisan and popular support. The
American people remain strong, confident, and faithful. We may
sometimes falter, but we will not fail.

Let me, if I might, end on a personal note. It is a privilege
to be the first American President to visit Japan while in office.
It is also a very great pleasure. I look forward to seeing Kyoto,
the ancient capital of Japan.

Japan has preserved her cultural integrity in the face of rapid
modernization. I have never believed all change is necessarily
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good. We must try to apply the enduring values of the past to
the challenges and to the pressures of our times. Americans
can learn from Japan to respect traditions even as we, like you,
plunge ahead in the last quarter of the 20th century.

I also look forward to another deep privilege. Yesterday, during
my call upon His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor of Japan, I renewed
our invitation for the Emperor to visit the United States. It
would be a great pleasure to be the first American President to
welcome the Emperor of Japan to Washington and to show His Imperial
Majesty our national shrines and treasures, including the graceful
Japanese cherry trees whose blossoms provide a setting for the
monuments to the great heroes of our own past.

I hope that my visit shall be the first of many by American
Presidents. I hope that the leaders of our two countries will
follow the example that our peoples have already set, to visit
each other frequently and freely as our nations move together to
deal with the many common problems and concerns that will affect
the lives of all our citizens and all humanity.

I said in my first Presidential address to the Congress that my
Administration was based on communication, conciliation, compromise,
and cooperation. This concept also guides my view of American
policy toward Japan. We both have much work to do. Let us do it
together. Let us also continue the quest for peace. I would
rather walk a thousand miles for peace than take a single step
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I thank you.
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