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Account of the Revival of Religion at Ly s Wefi Parifby
i Connecticut, continucd.

OW thofe that could not reftrain themfelves were 1

generally carried out of the Meeting-Houfe, and

' a fecond Sermon was preach’d by Mr. Fewet to j

others that were able to attend ; =after which

the Affembly was'difmifs’d 5 and my Houfe foon fill’d with

wounded Souls : "And I took Pains to fatisfy my felf & others,

by inquiring into the Reafons of the trembling, crying,

) fainting, and other Signs of Fear that ‘were fo manifeft in
W the Aflembly : And they declar’d, “in their own Words, all
to this Purpofe, viz. that a deep Senfe of paft Senfualities,

and carelefs Negle&s of  the Cohcerns of their Souls ;' their

flighting frequent'and folemn ‘Warnings, and withftanding

the Calls of the Gofpel ; together with a deep Senfe of their

: Liablenefs, every Moment, to bearrefted and caft into the
Y Prifon’ of Hell, where thofe ‘Sinners lay, that refufed to
hearken ‘to the Warnings given- by Noah the Preacher of
Righteoufnefs, ‘was truly the Spring of ‘all thefe various

Signs of Diftrefs.' “Some run back upon the Sins ‘of riper

Years (for there were feveral Perfons upwards of 40 and

fome of ‘more than 50 Years old, that difcover’d great Con-

cern by their pale Countenances and T'ears, and trembling

too.) Some cried out of the Hardnefs of their Hearts,

others of their Unbelief: fome were crying, God be merciful

fo me'a Sinner 3 and others intreated Chriftians to pray for

them. ' Thus they continued,at myHoufe, for feveralHours 5

and after T'had taken-what Pains with them, I tho’t neceflary

for that Evening, and pray’d with them, they were advifed

i ‘ S to
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to repair to their own Places of ‘Abode ; and accordingly all
that were able went Home, :

Now Itho’t the People in great Danger, and efpecially
thofe that were moft deeply wounded. ' I knew, in zll Pro-
i bability, that Hell was in an Uproar ; the Prince of Dark-

nefs fee his Kingdom fhaking, and he was in great Danger
of lofing many of his obedient Subjefts : muny threatned
Rebellion, and were in Danger of being accufed of Treafon
againft his Crown ; and thercfore if pofible, he would allure
them back to former Fidelity ; perfwade them to fettle down
upon the Foundation of their own Works, or drive them to
' utter Defpair of Mercy : And therefore [ dare not fit in my
“Study the next Day (tho’ that loudly call’d for me to be
there,) but {pent my Time abroad among diftrefled Souls,
E and others that fell in my Way that were more lightly touch’d,
} Nor were privateChriftians contented in theirFieldsior Shops
at Home, when the Ficlds were fo white for the Harvef : but
fome of them alfo, in their Places were Helpers, in the
Work that feem’d peceflary to be done.. "The following E-
vening a religious Meeting was attended in a private Houfe ;
I went to it, tho’ I could not pretend to preach a Sermon,
T offer’d a few Words of the Miferies of the Unconverted,
the Price that was now put into their Hands, and the great
Danger of not improving it's but was oblig’d in a few Mi-
nutes, to defift, becaufe the Houfe was fill’d with Out-cries
and bitter Lamentation. - The Complaint was much the
{fame with what it had been the Day before. _
I continu'd to preach and exhort publickly and fromHoufe
to Houfe, about fix Times a Week thro’ this Month at
Home, befides attending upon diftrefled Souls upon certain
appointed Days in myStudy., And tho’ I fpake to.them with
unufual Moderation, in my Study, (as well as in Sermons
about this Time,) that I'might have greater Advantage to
i inftruct their Minds, yetI was commonly -obliged to make
feveral Stops of confiderable Length, and intreat them, if
poffible, to reftrain the Flood of Affeétion, that fo they
might attend to further Truths which were to be offer’d, and
others might not be difaffeted. Some would after a.while
t recover themfelves, and others, I’m fatisfy’d could not, I
have tho’t fince, whither I did not do wreng in endeavouring
to reftrain them : the Pains . they took with themfelves to
keep from out-breakings wasa greater Hindrance to their
hearing,

Thomas Prince, The Christian History [Vol. 2, no. 70] (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08819p138)

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org




* i# Conne&icat.. . | 139

“hearing, than their Out-cries were : and it-was fo far from
fatisfying others, that it was imprcw’d as an Argument a-
gainft the Reality of their Concern, if, upon the utmoftVio-
lence ufed with them they could zfter fome Time hold in.

I find no fuch Reftraints laid upon diftrefled Souls in the A-

- poftles Days, tho’, we moft allow, that they were as good

Judges of what is Rightin fucha Cafe as other Men, : and

" indeed; why might we not expect fome Direction from the
infpired Writers if it was our Duty to reftrain them, and
put them upon the Torture to keep Silence ? If the Lord
is pleas’d to make this open Shew of the Victories f his
Grace, his Will bedone :  let him take his own Way : I ;
think, upon Trial, the wondering Multitude are not the /
more likely to receive Conviltion, for our preferibing to v
Him. The fame Things that ferved for the Conviction and
Converfion of many in our Saviour’s and the ApoftlesDays,
were the Occafion of blinding and hardning of others to
their utter Ruin : And the diftrefling Out-cries of awaken’d

‘Sinners were blefled to convince many, tho’ others cavil’d
and found Fault. Tho?, I think, none ought to fpeak or
pray witha loud Voice in the Time of publick*Worfhip, yet
Iam free to confefs that I miftook-my Duty in taking {o
much Pains to prevent Qut-cries in the Affembly. °Tis
true, Perfons may, of Defign, cry out ; but then, *tis like,
they would generally be deteéted, and have their Madnefs
expofed. - However, if our blefled Lord is pleas’d to make
bare his Arm upon ftubborn Rebels, to the Glory of his
fovereign Grace, why fhould I fay that he fhall not take this
Method to bear Witnefs before the ungodly World, of the
dreadful Miferies haftening upon them ?

On the 20th of this Month I preach’d one Sermon forMr.
Grifwold of ‘Nahauntuc, from 1 Tim. 2. 5. upon the Suffici- l
ency and Excellency of the Mediation of Chrift : Under
which, as farias I con’d obferve, manyChriftians were fweet-
ly refrefh’d with a deep Senfe of the Truth, and many Sin-
ners asifullof Anguith (tho? the Sermon was not terrible) as
at'any Time I had feen. The Affembly in general, were in ‘
Tears; and near one half, 1 fuppofe, crying out aloud in
Diftrefsi  After Sermon they gave themfelves' Liberty to
fpeak out the Sentiments of their Souls 3 fome in thankful
Praifes to God and the Lamb ; others in bitter Complaints,
of themfelves for defpifing the bleficd Mediator, and for the

R Hardnefs
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Hardnefs of their Hearts, and the like. Several were, at
that Time, fhaken off from the Foundation of their own
" Righteoufnefs,” and afterwards, hopefully converted.
hope, Rev. Sir, you will pardon all my Digreflions : I
chufe to relate the few Things that I give an Account of, in
" that Order of Time, in which [obferved them, and noted
them in my Diary.  About this Time, the Rev. Meflieurs
Lord of Norwich, Owen of Groten, and other Minifters in
the Eaffern Parts of this Government, fent Letters, inviting
me to vifit them, to fee the Work of the Lord, and help
them allo ; (for it was common in that Day for Brethren to
fend for each other to preach.) : After fome Struggles with
- myfelf, I confented to go; and accordingly fet out on the

¢
| 8th of Fune, intending to preach fome few Sermons before

Treturn’d. The|fame Day I preach’d ‘for Mr. Lovett of
3 - New-8alem at his Defire, and there I obferv’d a folemn At-

tention ; Concern in the Countenances of fome; & Defight
‘in others. I have had fome Acquaintance with the People
"in that Place fince that T'ime; and believe that there is a
"confiderable Number of Perfons favingly converted in the
) late Seafon of Grdce.  From thence I went, the fame Day
‘ zt Evening, over to the North Parifly of New-Londom, and
_' Fune the gth preach’d tws Sermons for Mr. Fewett ; under
which, but e/pecially the fir/l, there wasa great and general
Concern vifible in the Faces of the People : weeping, figh-
ing and the like among the Azed and the Youth, while many
s of the Children of ‘about ten, twelve, and fourteen Years old,
[ ‘cried aloud,and fpake fome fuchSentences as thefe, viz. What
muft T do ? 'T never honour’d this greatKing ! ||| «Lord Jefus
help me | &c.  Fromithence I haftned over to Norwich,be-
caufe Mr. Lord expected me to preach a Lecture forthim that
Evening. ‘And when I came there, there was a gréatAflem-
bly gather'd, to which Ipreachd!from Pjal.r19.39,60. they
: ‘gave very folemn Attention 5 and 'there was a Concern ap-
parent, by Tears and Sighs, ‘in' almoft every Corner of ' the
Houfe. The next Day I preach’d another Sermon for Mr.
Lord, the vifible Effeéts of which were not fo great as the
firft. I obferv’d a great flocking of the People, not only
to hear theWord but to their Paflor for Advice. Mr. Lsrd

L ]

|| I was preaching upbn the kingly Office of Chrift. ' 1
Lis gave

S

Thomas Prince, The Christian History [Vol. 2, no. 70] (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08819p140)

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org




- T I T
- . -y ¥ e a

in Conne&icut. 141

gave me feveral furprifing Accounts of Convetfions ; which,

{ cruft, he will favour the Publick with in his Hiftory of the

late Revival of Religion among them.  From thence [ went

forward to Stonington, and on the 11th of Fume, preach’d

tws Sermons for Mr. Eells : there feem’d to be Tokens for

good 5 an. atfentive Audience, ‘and much weeping in the

Aflembly 3 but I don’¢ remember any Out-breakings in the

extraordinary Manner that I bad fometimesheard : Yet Mr.

Eells informed me  afterwards in a Letfer, that there were

many Inftances of particulat Perfons, unto whom the Mini-

firy of that Day was blefled. - Itho’t when I was with him,

that he had the Blefling of fome excellent Chriftians in his

Parith., ! Twas ﬁrmarﬁ;_, a Place noted-for Profanenefs and

other Vices, butihe faid (and fo L,tho’t) that there: was a
greatReformation among them. . From Stoningtin 1 feturn’d

back,by theWay of Groton ; and on the12th.of Fune preach’d

one Sermon. for Mr. Quwen, ' to a great Affembly of People.

It pleafed God to give me greater Freedom of Thoughtand

Expreftion than I had found in all. my Journey. before.. I

preach’d from Z/ai. 61, 1. and the People to all Appearance,, .
were-all Ear andi Attention. « There were tio Qut-cries, but

the Countenances of many difcover’d fweet 'Refrefhment ; !
and others difcover’d great Diftrefs.  And I had! fome Satis- ’
fa&ion afterwards, by Accounts from diverfe Perfons, that

the Spring of Comforts and Concern was from the Spirit of

God. = l.could not tarry, indeed, to fpeak with many after

Sermon; becaufe I had encourag’d Mr. CGrofwell to preach

at Evening for him.  But I had the Company of a confide-

rable. Number up to Mr. Crofwell’s Parith, which is five

Miles diftant fromMr.Qwen’s. Upon theWay they told what _ |
Things were done,&how Jefus had been made known to them, ]
and theirHearts burned within them,while they fpoke of him.: "
Jefus feem’d to be theirDelight, & Humility their Glory. At {
Mr.Grofwell’s 1 found greatConcern upon the Minds of Peo~ i
ple : it was apparent,in Sermon=T'ime,by their Weeping,and 1
their Looks : Some cried out, and from after Converfation L

was fatisfied that many were very fenfible of their finful and

undone Condition, and fome others were really converted.

I rémember rwe Women came to me, who had made them-

felves eafy, for fome Time, with the ArminianWay of Con= &

verfion ; -and had been bolftered up in it by a certain Gentle=:

man, whom they admir’d.  They told me that they were "
now
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now convinc’d that fuch a Schenie of Do&rines émbrac’d,
atally fettled Perfons down fhort'of CHRIsT 5 and by their
embracing of them'they had gone calmly on inthe Way that
leads down to Death ;' but now they had an awakned Senfs
of theirSin, & of the infiniteHazard they were in of perifhing 3
yea, that they muft perifh unlefs God was felf-mev’d to pity
and fave them.  From thence I' return®d to Norwich' ion Sa=
turday, and kept Sabbath at'Mir. Lord’s. - On Fune 1 4th; bes
ing Lord?siDay I .preachd againito’a grear, very attentive,
and deeply affe@ed Affembly. = The Concerniof fome, and
the Delight of Gihers, was mhanifett in'their Countenances +
And by converfing with many aftérwards, I was fatisfied they
were under the Influences of God’s halySpirit. *And fo from
Time to Time vpon Opportunities with that People, I be-
lieve, that Mr. Lord has the Blefling ‘of many Souls turn’d
to Righteoufnefs.among  them 3 a' confiderable Number of
old Chriftians, and many newly-born, that are feeding upon
the fincere Mlk of the Word, and growing up in Chrift.
Fune the 15thy T rode out to Mr. Throop’s a new Society'in
Norwichy and |predach®d oneSermon: for him,to a tull Affembly.
Therefeem’d to be greatliftning torthe Word ; greatConcern
appear’d in theCountenances of miny ; 4 greatNumber were
inTears,and feveral cried out : Some fainted away,and one or
fworag’d. After theSermon was over I tookPains to find out
the Spring of that Diftrefs which appeared in many Inftances,
and I think, they gave Grounds to judge it was from Con~
viction of Sin ; except'thofelnftances that were diftiefs’d with:
their out-rageous Paflions,'  One 'Gentleman, ‘who was a!
Hearer, tho® he carefully avoided difcovering his Diflike be~
fore the Congregation, "exprefs’d himfelf greatly diffatisfied
to me after Meeting, at the Out-cries and Faintings in Ser-
mon-Time : He¢ took fome Pains to convince me ‘that the
Peifons were under ftrong Delufions 3 the’, I tho’t, he did
not'take much Pains, by difcourfing with them, to convince
himfelf of the Rifeof their Diftrefs. ' He read mefome Ex-
trats which he had taken out of the excellent’ Mr. Flavel:
upon mental Errors, which T was pleas’d with ; but did not'
fee that they weré to the Cafe beforeuvs. -'
“"Now [ had accomplith’d the ‘whole of 'my Defign in this'
Journey, bothii vifiting and converfing with myFathers and'
Brethiren in the Miniftry, 'una{t%wéiﬁgg the Difplays ‘of rich’
BkAls v Codip dud
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and fovereign Grace ; and much exceeded my firff Defion |

in preaching, . The nexc Jaid out in my 6w Vi ai was 1

return Home as faft as I cou’d 3 bt theRev. M1, Adam; of

New- London fent me a Letter, defifing that I would return

that Way, and give his People fome Exhortations. Having ;

been there before in the Time of the Concern amongithePeo- |

ple, I was unwilling to deny his Requeft, becaufe I had found |

that there were peculiarDifficulties rifing up, and 1 fear’d my

refufing might rather increafe them than otherwife, There

was a Number of new Converts with a flaming Zeal, and jea- '

lous leaft the Labourers fhould not bear a Proportion to “the |

Harveft : and fome others, from what Spring I don’t fay ; )

(tho’ fome have imputed it to the Imprudence of thefe nete |

Converts) who oppos’d themlelves to the Work going on as

mong them. Thus theKingdom feem’d to be dividing againft

it felf : And I was the rather inchin’d to igrafify the venerabls

Mr. Adams on that Account, not knowing: but that I might

be inftrumental of fome Good in that Refpeét. -~ Accordingly

I went; and on Fune 16th preach’d fwsSermons in thatPlacey

befides ufing fome private Endeavours to make Things' more -3

ealy, if it thould pleafe God to make Ufe of me for ‘that '

End : but the Succefs was not according to my Wifhes. = I

found mutual rifing Jealoufies, and, as.I tho’t, groundlefs

Surmifings in fome Inftances, prevailing among them. Thefe

Difficulties increas’d afterwards ; and 'for want of Charity

and mutual Condefcention and Forbearance, they have pro-

duc’d an open Seperation. I doubt not but there are excellent

Chriftians on both Sides ; and there has been 2 very great

Difplay of divine Grace among them ; but they are doubtlefs

10 be blamed for the Mannier of feperating. . What Grounds. ¢ Al

they may have I don’t know, butam afraid they have gone '

off upon a wrong Principle, Unhappy Cafe, whenChriftians

have fuch fharp Contentions between them,asto part afunder

from one another | Yet fo it has {fometimes been with th

beft of Chriftians, Ass 15..38, 3gui vivard io 2 19®Ban
. Perhaps fome will think ftrange that I fhould be, fomany
- Days, from my particular Charge, at fuch a eritical
Seafon as this was,when a greatNumber were under diftrefling
Concern, and the Adverfary was very bufy : * bue the Peo

were not left without preaching : and we found it of ] ' " 5!
Service to have our People. partake of ) the various Gifts of P
Minifters ; fome to Reafon with them out of the Scriptures ; )
others
|
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! others do addrefs their Confciences 5 others to apply to the
4 Affections 3 and all in their Manner and Meafure to fpeak
! of the Things of God. I found it was eminently fervicea-
| ble many Times, when I cou’d obtain the Help of my Bre-
thren. . Indeed, 'there is fomething natural in it, befides
what I have obferved already : new Faces ;  new Voices; a
new Method, all tend to draw the Attention of Hearers:
and hence, they were fometimes caught, by the fame Truths
that had .been offer’d them divers Times before. 1 have
Reafon to blefs God that he has ferit fo many of his Servants
along by us, and inclin’d them to help us fromTime toTime.
I have not foundiit.a Difadvantage to keep open the Pulpit
Door to Minifters ; but fee many ill Confequences of a con-
trary Pradtice in other Places.  Thofe that have receiv’d
Jpiritual Benefit among us from the Preaching of others,allow
mie.as good a Shiire of their good Will, as thofe that have
been more efpecially benefited by myPreaching.  But where
Minifters were----- Nuli me tangere ---- where all thofe that
were look’d upon:Favorites of the extrasrdinary Work in the
Land muft ftind oft ; orthro’ vaft 'Difficulties Liberty has
been obtained for them to preach; 1'think many ill Things
have follow’d:that Strangenefs, and fear many more are upon
the Back of them. b 3k . B
< Beingsreturn’d again to my own particular Charge, 1 en- b
deavglr’d to purfueithe great Ends of 'the Miniftry ‘in' the i
beft, Manher that- Tocould 5 and I don’t remember that' 1 %
préeach’d a Sermon thro” the Month, without fome maniféft '
‘Tokens of the Préfence of God in’ our Affemblies. Many B
_ weré awakned andConviélions were deep : it plainly appear’d i
B - by the:diftin&. Accounts given, that the Concern was no ]
gl fudden Fright, nor the'Effe& of Fancy, nor yet the ‘alone
Strivings of natural Confciénce, but a‘clear andreal Senfe of ;o

S ——

[

Sin. and it’s direful Confequents, rais’d in the Mind “from a .
xealifing Senteiot the: Majefty and Holinefs of God, thePurity 4
and Strié@ncfs of the divine Law. - People flock’d tomyStudy B
caily, and-in greatNumbers, deeply wounded, and theErrand

i
was to lay open the State of their Souls,and receiveDireétion,
rs;qmﬁtilnﬁ$ I had 30 ina D&y;;F- “and r(imeti-mes many mOT,Q;, |
all upon the,grand Affairs of their Souls. 233300
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