Summary Organizer

TEXT SELECTION #1

I realize that I'm dealing with a charged issue—with an issue which has been
confused by emotionalism on all sides. I realize that there are those here—
friends and colleagues of mine, many of them—who feel just as deeply and
keenly as [ do about this issue and who are yet in complete disagreement with
me.

My respect and admiration for these men and their views was great when I
came here. It is now far greater because of the sincerity, the courtesy, and the
forthrightness with which many of them have argued in our discussions.

Because of this very respect—because of my profound belief that we have a
challenging task to do here—because good conscience demands it—I feel I
must rise at this time to support this report—a report that spells out our
democracy, a report that the people of this country can and will understand,
and a report that they will enthusiastically acclaim.

Let me say at the outset that this proposal is made with no single region, no
single class, no single racial or religious group in mind. All of the regions and
all of the states have shared in our precious heritage of American freedom. All
states and all regions have seen at least some of the infringements of that
freedom—all people, all groups, all racial groups have been the victims of
discrimination.

The masterly statement of our keynote speaker, the distinguished United
States Senator from Kentucky, Alben Barkley, made that point with great
force. Speaking of the founder of our Party, Thomas Jefferson, he said:

He did not proclaim that all the white, or the black, or the red, or the yellow men
are equal; that all Christian or Jewish men are equal; that all Protestant and
Catholic men are equal; that all rich and poor men are equal; that all good or
bad men are equal.

What he declared was that all men are equal; and the equality which he
proclaimed was the equality in the right to enjoy the blessings of free
government in which they may participate and to which they have given their
consent.
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