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Frederick Douglass to Unknown, November 23, 1887

Transcript

Frederick Douglass to Unknown
Washington, DC, November 23, 1887
Autograph letter signed, 3 pages.

My dear sir: Pardon delay - answer to your letter made careful enquiry necessary. From all I can learn
colored Lawyers are admitted to practice in Southern Courts, and I am very glad to admit the fact - for
it implies a wonderful revolution in the public sentiment of the Southern States. I have not yet learned
what are the inequalities between the races as to school privileges at the South. In some of the states
the time allotted to colored schools is less than that allowed to whites. And I have heard and believe
that in none of the states are the teachers of colored Schools as well paid as the teachers of White
schools. My own observation has been that white teachers of Colored Schools in the southern states,
show but little interest in their pupils. This is not strange, since they /2/ have been selected as teachers
more because of their necessities, than from any interests they have shown in the progress and
elevation of the colored race. [struck: bu] I say this not of all, but of those in Virginia for instance who

have come under my observation.

In Kentucky I believe so far as the law is concerned equal advantages are extended to colored
children for Education, and the Same may be true of other states. I think the Bureau of Education will
give you all the information you may require on this branch /3] of the subject of your enquiries. Our
wrongs are not so much now in written laws which all may see - but the hidden practices of a people

who have not yet abandoned the idea of Mastery and dominion over their fellow man.

With great Respect
Yours truly

Fred® Douglass

Cedar Hill Anacostia D.C.
Nov: 23. 1887
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