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● If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A 
feature.

● We will be answering audience questions throughout the 
session.

For Security and Privacy

● Your microphone is automatically muted.
● Your camera is automatically turned off.

During the Session



Today’s Documents

● George Washington’s Orders
● Engraving of Washington Crossing the Delaware
● Henry Knox’s letter describing the crossing and the 

Battle of Trenton



• July 25, 1750 - Henry Knox is born in 
Boston, Massachusetts, to Scots-Irish 
parents.

• 1759 - Knox’s father leaves the family for 
the West Indies. The family is left without 
financial support. 
• Henry quits school and becomes 

apprenticed to a bookseller to support 
his family. 

• 1762 - Henry’s father dies.

• 1771 - By the age of 21, Henry owns his 
own bookstore.

• 1772- He joins the Boston Grenadier 
(artillery) Corps. 

• June 1774 - Henry marries 17-year-old Lucy 
Flucker.

Henry Knox (1750-1806)
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Knox’s Early Military Career

• July 1775 -  Meets George Washington while serving as 
volunteer in the Continental Army

• November 1775 - Appointed colonel and made 
commander of Artillery of Washington’s army

• November 1775 - January 1776-  Engineers the transport 
of cannon captured at Fort Ticonderoga to Boston

• Summer and fall of 1776 - New York campaign - early 
defeats of the Continental Army



November 20
Battle of Fort Lee, NJ

December 25
George Washington and the 
Continental Army cross the 
Delaware River

November 16, 1776
Fall of Fort Washington, NY January 3

Battle of Princeton, NJ

December 30
Washington and troops 
withdraw to Pennsylvania

December 26
Battle of Trenton

Timeline of the Six Crucial Weeks

December 7
Washington’s army 
retreats to 
Pennsylvania and 
waits for 
reinforcements

January 2, 1777
Second Battle of 
Trenton

December 13
Capture of 
Major General 
Charles Lee



Washington’s Orders, December 25, 1776

Detailed instructions 
for troop movements

Henry Knox, Order of March to Trenton, December 25, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Map of Trenton

Henry Knox, Order of March to Trenton, December 25, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox’s Order of March on Trenton Quote

“ – a profound silence to be enjoynd & no man to quit his 
Ranks on the pain of Death – each Brigadier to appoint 
flanking parties –”

Henry Knox, Order of March to Trenton, December 25, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox’s Order of March on Trenton Quote

“Capt Washington & Capt Flaharan with a party of 40 men 
each to march before the Divisions & post themselves on the 
road about three miles from Trenton & make prisoners of all 
going in or coming out of Town”

Henry Knox, Order of March to Trenton, December 25, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Washington Crossing the Delaware

Emanuel Leutze, Washington Crossing the Delaware, 1863, The Richard Gilder Personal Collection, a gift by 
Lois Chiles in memory of Richard Gilder, The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776

Detailed eyewitness 
account of the battle

Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox Quote

“– a hardy design was form’d of attacking the Town by storm 
accordingly a part of the army consisting of about 2500 or 
three thousand pass’d the River on Christmass night with 
allmost infinite difficulty, with eighteen field piece, floating Ice 
in the River made the labour almost incredible however 
perseverance accomplished what at first seem’d impossible –”

Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox Quote

“– about two OClock the troops were all on the Jersey side – 
we then were about nine miles from the object, the night was 
cold & stormy. It haild with great violence the Troops march’d 
with the most profound Silence and good order. 

Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox Quote

“they arrivd by two routs on roads at the same time 
about half an hour after day light to within one mile 
of the Town the storm continued with great violence 
but was in our backs & consequenly in the faces of 
our Enemy – about half a mile from the Town was an 
advancd Guard on each road consisting of a Captains 
Guard –” Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 

Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox Quote

“these Guards we forc’d & enter’d the Town with them pell-mell, 
& here succeeded a Scene of war of which I had often Conceived 
but never saw before. The hurry fright & confusion of the enemy 
was unlike that which shall be when the last Trump shall sound ”

Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox Quote

“– during the contest in the streets – measures were taken for 
putting an entire stop to their retreat by posting troops and Cannon 
in such passes and roads as it was possible for them to get away by– 
the poor fellows after they were form’d on the plains saw 
themselves Completely surrounded – the only resource left was to 
force their way thro numbers unknown to them – strongly posted 
with Cannon. The Hessians lost part of their Cannon in the Town”

Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox Quote

“they did not relish the project of forcing, & were oblig’d 
to Surrender upon the spot with all their artillery 6 brass 
peices army Colors &c &c.–  a Colo Rawle commanded 
who was wounded.”

Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox Quote

“Providence seem’d to have smil’d upon every part of this 
enterprize; great advantages may be gaind from it if we take 
the proper advantages – at another port we have push’d over 
the River 2000 men – to day another body and tomorrow the 
whole army will follow –”

Henry Knox to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox Quote

“– The troops behav’d like men contending for every thing that 
was dear and valuable – It must give a sensible pleasure to every 
friend to the rights of America to think with how much 
intrepidity our people push’d the enemy & prevented their 
forming in the Town these bugbears, I hope will now be strip’d of 
their Lions skin the people will see I hope that nothing but an 
exertion of their own strength is wanting to chase tyranny from 
this Country devoted to Liberty” Henry Knox, To Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 

Gilder Lehrman Collection



Henry Knox to Lucy Knox

Henry Knox, to Lucy Knox, December 28, 1776, 
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault
● February 3, 2022, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. ET (4:00 p.m. to 

5:00 p.m. PT) Dr. David Blight’s will discuss his favorite 
Frederick Douglass documents in the Gilder Lehrman 
Collection.

● March 3, 2022, Dr. Martha J. King will discuss Mary 
Katharine Goddard: Woman printer, entrepreneur, and 
Postmaster in the Founding Era


