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During the Session

e If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A

feature.
e We will be answering audience questions at the end of

the session.

For Security and Privacy

® Your microphone is automatically muted.
® Your camera is automatically turned off.
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Our Team

e Sandy Trenholm - Collection Director
e Allison Kraft - Assistant Curator
e Shelby Miller - Curatorial Intern

® Dr. Martha J. King - Senior Editor with the Papers of Thomas
Jefferson at Princeton University
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Today’s Documents

® Petition Addressed to Samuel Osgood, November 12, 1789

® Petition to reinstate Goddard as Baltimore's Postmaster,
November 13, 1789.

® Mary Katherine Goddard to George Washington, December 23,
1789

® George Washington to Mary Katherine Goddard, January 6, 1790

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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Mary Katherine Goddard (1738—1816) s msions
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Mary Katherine Goddard, Receipt for Fifteen Shillings for the Pennsylvania Chronicle,
May 30, 1771. Image Courtesy of the Raab Collection

1738 - born in Connecticut, spent childhood in New
London

1762 - moved to Providence, Rhode Island, to assist
her brother William

1768 - moved to Philadelphia with her mother, Sarah
Updike Goddard, to assist William

1774 - moved to Baltimore, Maryland
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Maryland Journal, and Baltimore Advertifer.

[Veu. VL] TUESDAY, Joir 6, 1779.

{Nvus., 30:.}

Balumm-c . Printed by M. K. Goddard, ~
Poft-Office. "

Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser, July 6,
1779. Image courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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A colonial print shop

Benson J. Lossing, The Pictorial Field-Book of the Timothy Print Shop, Charleston, South Carolina
Revolution (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1851), 11:409 Maggie McCain, November 10, 2013. Flickr.
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Some other women printers

Elizabeth Timothy, Charleston, South Carolina
- Ann Timothy, Charleston, South Carolina
- Anne Catharine Green, Annapolis, Maryland
Clementina Rind, Williamsburg, Virginia
Ann Smith Franklin, Providence, Rhode Island
Cornelia Smith Bradford, Philadelphia
- Anna Catharina Zenger, New York
Dinah Nuthead, Annapolis, Maryland
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THIRTEEN -UNITED STATEs oF AMERICA

EN, inthe Coutfe of human Evedts, it becomes neceflary for one
l‘(nplc <o diffolve the Political Bands'which have conne@ed them with
anotber, and to affame, among the Powers of the Earth, the feparate
and equal Station to which the Lawkof Nature and of Nature's GOD
entitle them, a decent Refped to the Opinions of Mankind requires

hatthey fhould declare the Caufes which impel them to the Separation.
 hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are
mdo\\ed, by their CrEATOR, with certain unalienable Rights, tha among chefe are Life,
Liberty, and the Puriuic of Happincfs.—That to_fecure thefe Rights, Goveroments are
infited smong Mez, deriving their jut Powers from the Confeat of the Governed, that
wheneve ‘orm of Government becomes deftrudtive of thefe Ends, ic s the Righe of
the People to, aler or to abolih i, and t0 infltute new Governmeat, Fo
dation o fuch Principles, and organizing its Powers in fuch Form, 3 to ey Gl e
moft likely to effet their Safety and Hlappinefs. Prodence, indecd, will didtate, thac
Covernments long eRablifhed, fould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes s and
accordingly all Experience bath thewn, thac Mankind are more difpofed to fuffr,
Evilsate uflerable than to right hemfelves by abolifhing the Forms to wl
e itomed, "Bot ‘when a long Train of Abufes and Ularpations, purfuing invariably
the fame Objedt, evinces 3 l)tﬁgn to reduce them under ablolate Defpotifm, it is
Righ, it is theie Dary. o thiow off fuch Gorerameagy and 10 provide new Guards for
Porre beeo the patienc Sufl” Nnceof thele Colonics ; and fuch
Tormer Sylema
Hiftory of repeate ln]u ana
all having in direét Object the Eftabl abfolute Tyranny over

Ulurpations,
e 5 To prove this, et Facts be fubmitted toa candid World:

thefe States.
ol refufed his Aflent to Laws, the moft whalclome and neceffury for the public

a5 forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance,

unlefs l:i;end(d in their Operation nlll;:d; ,\l’fehm (hould be obtained ; and when fo ful-
dec has utterly negle@ed m attend to them.

e it 1o Jats et Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftris of People,
unlefs thofe People would rehrqunh the Right of Reprefentation in the Legilature, 3
ighs ineimaple to (b, and formidable to Tyrants only.

his called toether Legiflative Bodies ac Places unufual, uncomfortable, and
ifant feorm. public Records, for_the fole Purpole of fatiguing

18 dif oufes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs
his lnvaﬁam St R.,,l.n of the People.

s refofed for a long Time, atter fuch Difiol utions, lo aufe others to be ele@ed 5
v-ll:nby e Legifative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, returned to the People
at large for their exercife 5 the State remsining, in the mean Time, expofed to all thé Dan-
gers of Tnvafion from withour, and Convulions wi

& has endeavoured m prevent the Population of thefe States 3 for that Purpofe ob-
firuting the Laws for Nacuralization of Forcigoers 3 refuling to pafs. olheu(om(ouuge
their hlnbraxlonshuhu. and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of
x e Admgnitration of Jultice, by refufiog his Afieat to S Rtunton
:fhhhmmg Jndmlry ey :

has made Judges dependent on wm alone, for the Tenure of their Offices,
and the Amount and Payment of their Sal
Hz has ereéted a Multitude of pew Offices, and fent hither Swarms of Officers to hars
un our People, and eat out thelr Subftance,
He has kept amoog us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the Confeat
of our Legiflatures.
Hr has affe@ed to render the Military indepeadent of and fupetior to the C;
Hz has combined with othersto lub)cu us toa Juritdidtion foreignto ourCunﬂuunun,

Fohn

ge Wythe,

Button Groinnett,
ard Hey Lity

Lyman Hall,
Gea, Walten. Vixomia,
e Hosper, » S
b o) Frands Lighiot L
T Carter Braxten.
jward Rutledge; Rebt- Marris,
o Berjamin Rmb.

Besja. Fra
YLVANIA, GEC,)
e
L

Ix CONGRESS,

Gt Corret of Car-
rollen,

ind unacknowldged by our Laws; giviog his Aflent to their AQs of pretended Legif-

E-3

Foa quarsring largs Bodies of Armed Troops among

Fox. prosedling them, by 3 mock Teia, from Pum{hmzn( for any Morders which they

L ioutd Commic on th. Inbabitants of thele Stat
8 Fon cuing of our Trade with all Parts of m< World:
Fox i isipoliog Taxu on us without our Confent

& Fon depriving us, in many Cales, of the Beachs of Trial by Jury

% Fon trinfporsin us beyond Seas t'be trid for pretended Offences

% Fox abolithing the frec Syftem of Englifh Law a s neighbouring Proviace, eftablifh-

& ing thercin an arbitrary Goveromeat, and enlar s Boundarics, {0 as to fender it at
smple and fit Inftrument for introduciag the fame ablolute Rule into thele

akiog away our Chirtes, sbolifing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fun-
damentally the Forms of our Government
“ox fuipending our own Legillatures, and declaring themfelves fnvefled with Power to
legilate for us in all Cafes whatioever,
Hr has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protedtion, and waging
War againft us,
Hix bas plandered our Sea, ravaged our Coafls, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the
Lives of our
Hx is, 8t thia Tioes s Ganfporing e Armics of foreign Mercenaries to_complete
the Works of Death, Defolation, and Tyranny, already begun with Circumftances of
Cruclty and Peridy, feacely punaleed nthe ‘moft barbarous Ages, and totally uaworthy
the Head of a civilized N
H has conlirsioed our Felow-Ciizens, taken Captive on the bigh Ses, to besr Arms
agaialt their Country, to become the Exccutioners of their Friends and Brethren, or to
fall themfelves by their Hands,
H his excived domellc Inforrelions amongf® usy and hs endesvoured to_ briog o
the Inhabitaats of our Frontirs, the mercills ndian Stvages, whofe known Rule of
, i a0 undiftinguithed Deftruion, of all Ages, Sexes, tio
r every Sage of thele Opprefions we have Pecioned for Redrets in the malt bumble
Terms: Our repeated Petitions have been aniwered only by repeated Injury. A Prince,
whole Charadter is thus marked by every A which may define a Tyrant, 'is unfic to be
the Ruler of a free People.
(Now Bave we been waning in Atendons to our Brich Becthre W have waroed
- e
Jummuwn P R T 5 Creumitances 'of o
and Serement here,  We have appealed to their native Juftice and 3 \hgnmmuy. ad
we have copjured them by the Ties of our common Kinded to difavow thefe Ufurp:
ons, which would inevitably interrupt our Connexions and Correfpondence.  They. too
have been deat to the Voice of Jultice and of Confanguinity. ~ We muft, therefore, ac-
quiefee in the Neceffity, whid o, and hold them, as we hold the
etk of Mankind, Eotunis ia War, in beace Fre
Wz, therclore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES or AMERICA, i
GENERAL CONG! Afkmbied, appesliog to the Sopreme Judge of ibe World
for the Re@titude of our Inteations, do, in the Name, and by f
Beopie of thele Colonien, olemaly Pablih snd Declre, Thathele United Colonies are,
aad of Right ought to be, FREE axp INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are
Abioived trom all Allegiance o the Brith Crown, and. that al poliical Connexion
tween them aad the State of Great-Britain, is, and ovght 1o be, totlly diffolved
EPENDEN they have fall Power to levy War,
clude Pescey contrat Allances, elablih Commerce and to do all exher Ads and
Things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of Right do. And for the Sopport
of b Declratonwitha frm Reliance onthe Prore@ion of DIVIN PROVIDENCE,
we mucwally pledge o each other our Lives, our Forfunts, and our fucred Honeur,

Hancock.

R, Trm: Paw,
Eliridge G

DirawA, » Read, MassacHUsETTI
Bar.

e Y Plil, Livingfiom
> 9 Fraw- Lewss, %
is 7 RHODE-IsLAND A¥D up Ihjnu,
e O FrRovibERCE, e, { lery.

3 Reger Sherman,
Frar-Ho Conwzericut, 4

T G Oliver Welcatt,

New-Haspunr, it
Matthew Thornton.

Jasvary 18, 1777.

mmd Copy of the DECLARATION o INDEPENDENCY, with the Names of the MEMBERS of CONGRESS, fubfcribing the fame; be fent to each

(
u| the UNlThD STATES, and that they be defired to have the fame put on RECORD.

/ 9 4,2
/7 G N7/
F/le1] D1 lr01901 020

By Order of CONGRESS,
Joun HaNcock, Prefident.

BALTIMORE, in MARYLAND: Printed by Maxy Karsaring Gooparo,

THE GILDER LEHRMAN
INSTITUTE ofAMERICAN HISTORY

Printing the
Declaration of
Independence

.- January 1777 - the

irst printing of the
eclaration to

include the names
of the signers AND
included her full
name in the
colophon

Declaration of Independence, 1777, Image Courtesy of The New York Public Library
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Timothy & Goddard printings

In CONGRESS July 4, 1776.

DECLARATION

BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF

The United STATES of America,
Fn General Congrels Affemblen

HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomies neceary for' one People to diffblve the Political Bands which have conne@ted chems
ithanisher, and to allme sinong the Powers of the Kahy the fepantc and equal Starion to wich the Laws of Narure and of Nawwy
God et tiew, x deceot Refpect o the Opinions of Mankind sequires, thic they fhould declare thé Caues which imp-l them to the

We hold the!e Mo hc felf-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with tcnrn unalienable Rights, that among
thefe are Life, Liberty, the Purfuit of Happinefs=="That to fecure thele Rights, Governments are inftituted amongy Men, deriving their jult Powers
from the Confent of kh\:Govemgd, that \vh:ntwr any. Form of Government lmnmcs defiruétive of thefe I'nds, it is the wight of the eople to alter or to
abolifh it, and to s laying its Foundation en fuch Priaciples, and organizing its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft
likely to :z}m th Sa(c(y aml Happ pinels. l’nh cnce, indeedy will dictate :Km Governiients long «ablithed {hould not be changed for light and (nnﬁ(n:
Cautes 3 and accord Fxpericace hath fhewn, thar Mankind are more difpofe , whiile Lvils are lufferable, than 1o right themfelves by abo-
lifhing the Forms to \vhxch theyare acculomed. But when & long Train of Abulesand Ufiarpwcions, purfuing invariably 'the fame Object, cvinces a (‘elign
0 reduce thea undec abfolute Defporifin, it is thele Righ, i is their Pugy, € theow cfF flch Government, atid to provid new Guatds for their furare Seca-
sity.  Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colonies 3 and fuch is now ths Necefiity which confirains them to alter their former Syitems of Governs
meat. e Hiftory of the prefent King of Great Bricin, i+ @ Hittory of repeated Injuries and Ulurpations, ail having in direct Obje@ the Efablithaiene
of an abfolute Tyranny over taefe States. Foprove this, et Facts bz fubmiteed to a cand :l Wor

He has reiufed Jm Afient to Laws, the moft wholefome a d n-csilry for the public Go

He s forid Governors to pafs | aws of immedute and prefiing Imporcance, o as fufpended in their Operarion till his Affent flould be obtained 5
and when fo [ulrrndul he has werly neglectell o atterd to d

He fas vetulcd o pals other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftrids of People, ualels thofe People would relinguilh the Right of Reprefentation
n the Legiflacure, a Kight ineftimable to them, and ahmiatte o Iyracts only.

he Iln cailed v gether Legillative Bodics at Places unufual, uncimiortable, and diftant from the Degofitory of their public Records, for the fole Pu;g

Pofe of fatiguing them into Compliance with his Me. fures.
He hu diffolves Repreientative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs hisTavaficns on the Rvgh(x of the People.
He s retuled for  1ong Tioe, after fuch Diffolutions, to cuufe otficrs to beclcéhd. whecchy the egiflacive incapable of Anaihilation, hive returned

Yo the People at Jarge for their Fxcrcite s the Stute reminivg in tie mean Ti "n % “Wun wiihout, and Convulfions within,
He lis endeavoured to prevent the (’op.lhuon of thefe “tates ; for that Purpﬂk oblieacting cfie Paws for Nygurilization ot Foreigners 3 relufiag to pafs
i 5 Eid

thers to encourage their Migrations hicher, and raifing the Conditions of new Apy g
He has obftruted the Adminiftration of Juttice, by relufing his Aflent to; L aw e i lbing JuMiciary Powm.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will loae, for the Yenure of their Offces, and the Aunounc andd of theirSala
MUititeos of TOW OIies; and Tent hither Swartms of Oflicers to barrals our People, and eat ounlu Subftancs,
Fichhas Kept among us, in Times of Peact, fanding Armies, without the Confent of our I egilltires, 2
He has afiected to render the Military independent of and fuperior o the Civil Fower.
Hehas combined with others to fubject us m a foreiga to our Conil and dged by our Laws; giving his Affent o their A%
of pre(cn(’ed Legiflation ¢
r quarteriog large Bodies of Arined Troops among u
Fnr procedling thea, by a mock of “Urial, fro o hinent for any Murders which they fiall commit on the Tnfuabitants of thefe States:
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the Wotld
ofing Taxes on us < our Confent :

For tranfporting us

For abofifhing the frec Syftem of Englifh Laws ina ncighbouring Provirice, eflablifing therefn an arbitraty G fent, and erlarging its B
as to render it at once an Example and fi Infttument for mrrudmin» the fane ablofure 1iule into thefe Colonics :

For taking away our Chrters, abolithing our moft valaible Laws, and altering fund liy the Forms o

Yor fufpending our own Legillcures, and decliriag themielves inveited wich [ower to legiflice for us in all Cafes whitfocver s

L6 s it Goxeroiar h“rc, by declaring 03 out of his Protestion und wiging War aiinit s

11e hias plundered our Seas, Towns; and deftroved the | ives of our P eoples

Heis, at this Tinte, mnrpamm mgu\m. s of foreign Mercemarics o compleat the Warks of Deuli, Defolation, and Tyranty. aircady begiin with Cir=
cuaiances of Cruelty and. Peifidy, fearcely paraleled in the moit barbarous Ages, aid torally unworthy che Hlead of a civilized Na

e s conftrsined our fellow Citizens raken Captive on the ltigh “cas to bear Arms againft theie Country, to become thie Lxe unun s of thicir Fricnds and
Bmhnh, orto fall themfelves by their Hands :

He has gxited domefbic InfurreStions amongft us, ind s endeavoured to bring on the Tahibitants of our Frontlers; the mercilcfs Tndion Savages, whofe
Known Rule of Watare, is an ‘undiitinguithed Deftrution, of all Ages; Sexes and Cor :

Tn every Stape of thefe Oporeflions we liave petitioned for Redrefsin the moft humble Terms : Our sepeated Peitions have been :ml'\\cr(d only by repeated
Iu\ury A Prince, whulLUmr.x& e is thas marked by every Ackwhich may define a Tyrant, is wafic to be the Ruler of a free Pe

RNo fiave we been wancin In Attentions to.ouc Beitifly Brethiten.  We have warned them from “Linie to T pts by their Legiflarure to extend a
ok Jurifi ibotaros. suc Emigration and: Sewlement HeremaV e SBpll iR v

iice and Migoanimicy, and.we have conjured theny by the Ties of our common SR o e Ufurpations, which, would inevitably inie riupt cac
Conncétions and Correfpondence. They 100 have been deat to the Vaoice of Jutticeand of Confanguinicy. We mutt, ofetors: acquiefee in the Neceflicy, whic
denounces,our Scparition, and Hiold the, a5 we hold the reft of Mankind, Encovics in Wars in Peace, Faien.

We, thercore, the Reprefentatives of the UN [ TED sTA'r SOF AMIERICA, inGr fiembled, ap g to the
Supr.me Judge of the World for the Redtitude of ouf Intentionsy do, in the Name, and by Aichoricy of the ‘Vm,.(luv)l' of thefe Cofonies, 10 r'nnly Callify
and Declare, that thefe United Colonics are, and of Right nugl\c tobe, FaEe AND [NpRPENDENT STATES: thic they are obfolved from ail
Allegiznce 1 the Buifh Croway snd mz» politieal Connedtion between therm and the State of Great-Biitain, is e uug,hz 1o Le torally diffolved § and th
as Frie ano Inpepenn 574 nas, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Feuce, cantract Alliances, eftablih Commerce, wnil to ¢
all oshers AQs and Things whi % 58 p PR RIS T A w5 may of RIGhe o Aind for tie Suppore of this Declaration; witita Geor Relince oh
getion of Divine Providence, we musually | 10 eicl other our Lives, ur Eortanes, and our tacted Honours

Signed by Oxvin wid in Bew AL of the Cos6nuss,

JOHN HANCOC };Z gf_hsmtxr,,
¢ Bfrrest.
RLES 1 HOMSON, Srcrevaxts
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Timothy Broadside, Declaration of Independence,
August 2, 1776. Gilder Lehrman Collection
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By Oider of CONGRESS,

Joun Hancock, Prefident.

BaLTiNoRz, in MARYLAND : Printed by Mary Katsaniye Gooparn.

Goddard Broadside,

Declaration of Independence,
1777, Image Courtesy of The New York Public Library
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Declaration of Independence

i rollton. Matibew Thornton,

In CONGRESS, Janvary 18, 1777.

F?f'lD fnlilﬁ?f:ﬂicmd Copy of the DECLARATION or INDEPENDENCY, with the Names of the MEMBERS of CONGRESS, fubfcribing the fame; be fent to each

By Oider of CONGRESS,

Mt] B omrosefor7 - S eee G Joun Hancock, Prefident.

of the UNITED STATES, and that they be defired to have the fame put on RECORD.
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BALTIMORE, in MARYLAND : Printed by Mary KaT#ARINE GoDDARD,

Goddard Broadside, Declaration of Independence,
1777, Image Courtesy of The New York Public Library
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 August 1775 - Goddard appointed as Postmaster of

Baltimore
* She was the only woman in that position.

e Autumn 1789 - removed from the post

* A petition for her reinstatement was signed by more
than 200 Baltimore citizens.

e December 1789 - She wrote to President
Washington

 February 1790 - Her petition is presented to the
Senate

e May 1790 - her claim is sent to the House of
Representatives
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Petition Addressed to Samuel Osgood,
November 12, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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Petition to Samuel Osgood
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“A Deputation of us waited upon Jonathan Burrell
Esgr. as he passed through this Town ... He gave this
reason for it that some inferior offices would be put
under the direction of the Deputy here; and more
travelling might be necessary than a Woman could
undertake.”

Petition Addressed to Samuel Osgood,
November 12, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection



tHE GILDER LEHRMAN
INSTITUTE ofAMERICAN HISTORY

Petition to Samuel Osgood
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“We beg leave to request it as a favour, that you will
reconsider the matter, and restore her to her former
appointment. We wish her to be continued in office no
longer than her conduct is consistent with the Duties and
Interest of the Establishment.”

Petition Addressed to Samuel Osgood,
November 12, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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Petition to Reinstate Goddard as
Baltimore’s Postmaster
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Petition to reinstate Goddard as Baltimore's Postmaster, November 13, 1789. Gilder Lehrman Collection
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Petition to Reinstate Goddard
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“The change made in the Post office department of this place, has
excited the Surprize & Indignation of the whole Community. This
office was kept by a Lady upwards of 14 years, whose conduct, during
that period, gave uncommon Satisfaction; And all the Postmasters
General have been heard to declare, that the regularity of her
Accounts & payments were equalled by few, & exceeded by none,
upon the Continent.” Petition to reinstate Goddard as Baltimore's

Postmaster, November 13, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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Petition to Reinstate Goddard
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“As this Lady conducted the business during the arduous
difficulties attending the depreciation of the Continental
currency, when its value was not adequate to her trouble,
she could not conceive it possible, that any person would
cast a wishful Eye upon it, at least whilst she wished to enjoy
it, and discharged its duties with so much punctuality and
Satisfaction.” Petition to reinstate Goddard as Baltimore's

Postmaster, November 13, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection



Mary Katherine Goddard to
George Washington
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Mary Katherine Goddard to George Washington, December 23, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection



tHE GILDER LEHRMAN

. INSTITUTE OfAMERICAN HISTORY
Mary Katherine Goddard to
George Washin gton

»éé L e N T tie ot foit B Py oce af Yotlrnone Sr
<o anl o =

7 goans bt witl ahlod ategise of Sutifaiiin Jo allthore o cerries, Hho

‘ | priarmbon Eresfiectal 8y G He frorsons o fiave Joulfoettly « .
§200:011ed t! Fprl pm aalon Gor 9 G crtard, o e Sialyord qffer bots sterron i
Gpee: st s f/?’/’.’“//{;wm" Basirot pot fovoned otisatos tow Ptls Homthon S A frr.meh

o= koo e K /51///:' % tae

“That she hath kept the Post office at Baltimore for upwards of 14
years; but with what degree of satisfaction to all those concerned,
she begs leave to refer to the number & respectability of the
persons who have publickly— addressed the Postmaster Gen" &
his Assistant, on the Subject of her late removal from Office”

Mary Katherine Goddard to George
Washington, December 23, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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“She therefore, at the instance of the Gentlemen
thus pleased to Interest themselves on her behalf,
lays before your Excellency, Superintendant of that
Department, as briefly as possible, the nature &
circumstances, of what is conceived to be an
extraordinary Act of oppression towards her.”

Mary Katherine Goddard to George
Washington, December 23, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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“when ... the Revenue of the Post Office was inadequate to its
disbursements, she accepted of the same, and at her own risque
advanced hard money to defray the charges of Post-riders for many
years, when they were not to be procured on any other terms; and that
during this period, the whole of her labor and industry in establishing the
Office was necessarily unrewarded; the Emoluments of which being by no
means equal to the then high rent of an Office, or to the attention
required both to receive & forward the Mails” e e e

Washington, December 23, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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“And as it had been universally understood that no person
would be removed from Office, under the present
Government, unless manifest misconduct appeared, and as
no such charge could possibly be made against her, with the
least colour of Justice, She was happy in the Idea of being
secured both in her Office, and the protection of all those

who wished Prosperity to the Institution & the new Governm*

. ” Mary Katherine Goddard to George
N ge nera I . Washington, December 23, 1789.

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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Mdry Katherine Goddard to George Washington
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“That she has sustained many heavy losses, well known to the Gentlemen of
Baltimore, which swallowed up the fruits of her industry, without even extricating
her from embarrassment, to this day, altho’ her accounts with the Post-office were
always considered, as amongst the most punctual & regular of any upon the
Continent; notwithstanding which, she has been discharged from her office, without
any imputation of the least fault, and without any previous official notice: - ... Burrell,
whilst at Baltimore ... did not think proper to indulge her with a personal interview,
thus far treating her in the Stile of an unfriendly delinquent, unworthy of common

Civility, as well as common Justice.” Mary Katherine Goddard to George
Washington, December 23, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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Mary Katherine Goddard to George Washington
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“She therefore most humbly hopes from your Excellency’s
Philantropy and wonted humanity, You will take her Situation
into consideration; And as the grievance complained of, has
happened whilst the Post- office Departmt. was put under
your Auspicious protection, by a Resolve of Congress, that
Your Excellancy will be graciously pleased to order that She
may be restored to her former office”

Mary Katherine Goddard to George Washington,
December 23, 1789.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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George Washington to
Mary Katherine Goddard,
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“I can only observe, that | have uniformly
avoided interfering with any
appointments which do not require my
official agency:”
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and making him accountable for their B

conduct, is an insuperable objection to

my taking any part in this matter.
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to be laid before the Post Master e e AP UAT

722 L //!} ecl”
General who will take such measures g o |
thereon as his judgment may direct.” e st 4/\,,/

o
5 S 13

b/éJ b. oo Hard, i e

George Washington to Mary Katherine
Goddard, January 6, 1790.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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What happened to Mary Katherine
Goddard?

Not reinstated or reimbursed as postmaster
Operated a bookstore and stationery shop

Died in August 1816, giving freedom and “all
the property of which | may die possessed”
to “my female slave Belinda Starling”
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Where else might we find clues to bistory’s
mysteries?
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Blank Bonds, Manifefis, Ap-
prentices and Servants indentures, Scamens articlus
and journals, with a variety of other Blanks for fale

at the Printing Offi~e of the Evening Pofl, aud atthe
Book ftore of Mary K, Guddard,
Baltimore, Febrnary 21, 1793.
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The Baltimore Evening Post, March 2, 1793.
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Mary Katherine Goddard’s Almanack and
Ephemeris for 1783,
Courtesy of the John Carter Brown Library
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1790 Census, National Archives and Records
Administration
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Improved Plan of the City of Baltimore, 1804.
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress
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Digital Visualizations
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of Baltimore
WO Circa 1818
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Courtesy of Anne Sarah Rubin UMBC digital project:
https:earlybaltimore.org/ssfs and https://bearings.earlybaltimore.org
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Mary Katherine Goddard

Why does she matter?

Questions?
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e Inside the Vault: April 7 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

O A Summary View of the Rights of British America with Professor
Andrew Robertson

e Gilder Lehrman Teacher Seminars registration is now open!

O Seminars led by Carol Berkin on Women in the American
Revolution and Kellie Carter Jackson on Black Women’s History

e Free Professional Development in Baltimore, Maryland: March
12

O Focusing on aspects of the Black soldier’s experience in American
military history and how to bring that topic back to the classroom
with Professor John H. Morrow and Master Teacher Jermain
Corbin



