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How to Participate

e If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.

e We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

For Security and Privacy
* Your microphone is automatically muted.

e Your camera is automatically turned oft.
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He will be leading a GLI course on the Declaration in Autumn 2022!

boo!

Eric Slauter

Deputy Dean of Humanities and of the College,
Director of the Karla Scherer Center for the Study of
American Culture, and Associate Professor of English

at the University of Chicago.

The author of The State asa Work of Art: The Cultural

Origins of the Constitution, he is currently completing a

< about the origins, meanings, and afterlives of the

Dec!

aration of Independence.

GILDER LEHRMAN

INSTITUTE
of
MERICAN HISTORY




Thomas Paine
1736/37 - 1809

e Arrived in Philadelphia from England in 1774

* Recommended by Benjamin Franklin, calling
him "ingenious” and "worthy"

o Edited Pennsylvania Magazine (ca. 1775) and
is best known for his work Common Sense
(1776)

* Other works include Rights of Man (1791)
and The Age of Reason (1794)
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oF ! =
AMERICA,
On -thc following interefting

S W RTECT. S

1. Of tae Origin and Defign of Government in general, with concife
Remarkson the Englith Conftitution.

11, OF Monarchy and Hereditary fucceffion. .

11f. Thoughts an the Prefent State of American Affairs,

1V. Of the prefent Ability of America, with fome mifcellancous Re-
" fleétions,

£w EDITION, with feveral Additions in the Body of the
-“-'J.::-k?: To which is add,eé, an APPENDIX ; together with an A_.dar.;:fs
Peonle calied QUAKERS.
. ;?.e Bf?f?hzcba?ew E&Ttinn here given intreafes the Work ppwards of
One-Third.

-

w
By THOMAS PAINE,

2 he Commi-tee for Fareign Affairs to Congrefs, during the
hiﬁ:ﬁ;;‘; t‘vvtar,oa::d :'-ku-:hor of The Rights of Man, and a Lette: to
the Abbe Raynal.
LONDO Nr
IPRINTED FOR H. D. SYMONDS, PATERNOSTER-ROW,

e

2 1793. .
- (Price Sxxss'!"iv.nc._z;.)

-

Common Sense
By Thomas Paine

Originally published January 10, 1776
The Gilder Lehrman Institute’s copy was
published in 1793

Thomas Paine, Common Sense advertised to the Inhabitants of

America on the following interesting Subjects:... London, 1793
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08643)
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The Brooby MASSACRE ey b il iy Kini g —izSireet AOSTON snMardifmraby a party of the 29V 1EG" |

The Boston Massacre

March s, 1770

1he Bloody Massacre perpetuated
in King-Street Boston on March 5%
1770 by a party of the 29" Reg.,
by Paul Revere, 1770.
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Advertising Common Sense

TG FORRCW Wil 5r Fabi ed and fold by
F CGili, ard T, and 7 Fleer, in BGRM, ED&
B Eder _im Wa'ertown,

N W Editioo of COMMOGN SENSE
addrefi~d to the mhabztﬁms cf Amerii
- With feveral add'tiens in the "bed’" fthe work
To whichis added an Appendix, and ap A ?
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of One-Third

 JpDRESSED TO THE

| INHABITANTS
I

C

1. Ofthe Origin and Defiyn of Government i g

L 0F Mimarchy and Hereditary Succeflion.
a = o
Prefent State of American Aftairs. e
" - 1] oy o -
UL ¢ Ability of America, with fome milccllancous Re
o«

MON SENSE;

JMERIC.J:

On the followjhg interelting

N s

reneral, with concide

A NEW EDITION, with fuveral Additions in the Body of dhe
Work. To which is added, 2an APPENDILX 3 '-irz’,l.'l;h'l.'l' with an Ad-

N.B. The New Edition here given tncreafes the Work upw;u'd-;

—— — —— — ——— T

the Abbe Rd.'_-. nal.

By THOMAS

Secretary to the Commitree for Foreigm Affa
Amenican War, and Author of The Rivhts of Man, and & Letter ro

P AINE;
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Thomas Paine, Common Sense Addressed to

the Inhabitants of America on the following
interesting Subjects:.., London, 1792.

(Private Collection).
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Q ye that love mankind; yet that dare oppofz, not only the tyran.-ny---
A ' ftand forth ; every fpot of the
old world is overrun with oppreflion. Freedom hath been hunted round

t;lc globe. Afia and Africa have long expelled her, Europe regards heg
like a ftranger, and England hath given her warning to depart. O recelvg
the fugitive ! and prepare in time an alylum for mankind. :

Thomas Paine, Common Sense advertised to the
Inbabitants of America on the following interesting
Subjects:.., Page 21, London, 1793.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08643)
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O ye that love mankind; yet that dare oppofz, not only the tyranuy---
_ ' ftand forth ; every fpot of the
old world is overrun with oppreflion. Freedom hath been hunted round

the globe. Afia and Africa have long expelled her, Europe regards heg
like a ftranger, and England hath given her warning to depart. O recelvg
the fugitive ! and prepare in time an alylum for mankind. :

Thomas Paine, Common Sense advertised to the

Inbabitants of America on the following interesting
Subjects:.., Page 21, London, 1793.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08643)

by 'O ve that love mankind ; ye that dare oppofe, not only the tyranny
M?ﬁz ‘vaw'ﬁ' g ftand forth ; every {pot of the
old world is overrun with oppreffion. Freedom hath been hunted round

regards her

jath given her warning to depart. O re-
ne an afylum for mankind.

the globe. Afia and Africa have long expelled her, Europe
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Thomas Paine, Common Sense advertised to the
Inbabitants of America on the following interesting
Subjects:.., Page 21, London, 1792.
(Private Collection)



O ye that 10?6”. maﬁkind !'- Ye that dare Common Sense

oppofe not only the tyranny, but the ty-

rant, ftand forth'! Every fpot of the old By Thomas Paine
world is over-run with oppreflion. Free-
dom hath been hunted round the Globe.

Afia and Africa have long expelled heri=—
Europe regards her like a {tranger, and
Ej,ncriamd hath given her warping to de-
part. Ol receive the fugitive, and pre-
pare In time an a{ylum for mankmd.

Thomas Paine, Common Sense advertised to the Inbabitants of America on the following
interesting Subjects:.., Page 30, Philadelphia, 1776. (Evans Digital)

O ye that love mankind ; Ye that dare oppofe, not only
the tyranny, beet B T ;-,mf'i’cand forth ; Every fpot of the
old world 1s overrun W}th oppreffion. Freedom hath becn
hunted round the globe, Afra and Africa, have long cx-

pelled hez---Xurope refrards her like a ftranger, and Enfrhnd
_hath given her warning “to aepart. O ! reccive the furrntwc,
and prepare in time an afylum for mankind.
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interesting Subjects:.., Page 30, London, 1776. (Eighteenth Century Collections Online)




~ But where, fay fome, is the King of America ? I will tell you, friend,

he reigns above, and does not make havock of mankind | ( : ommon S ense

| | : Yet that we may not appear to be

defe@ive even in earthly honours, Iet a day be fo'emnly fer apart forpfo_ :
claiming the charter ; tetit be brought forth, placed on the divine law, BY Thomas Paine

the word of Godj let a cruwn be placed thereon, by which the world

may know that fo far we approve of monarchy, that in_Amenca, Tre

Lawshis Kinc. For as in abfolute governments the King is law, {o in free B

countiies the Law cuzbt to be the King 5 and th?re ought to be no other. rbe(}jéib;r;s;ZZZJZZZ%@Z

But leﬁ aﬂy f‘lll Ufe ﬁ'.lO’Llid aftETﬁvardS aﬂff', ler ine Crown, at the conclu- interesting Subjects:., Page 20, London, 1793.

fion of the ceremony, be demol:fbed, and fcattercd among the people (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08643)
“whofe rightit s,

But where, fay fome, is the King of America? I will tell you
5 friend 3 he reigns abt:wg, and does not make havock of mankind a(J n%—’ﬂ;
foyyal fﬁ.’j"‘."fzt v éﬂ'ﬁ:-w ————  Yet that we may not appear to be
defeftive even in earthly honors, let a day be {folemnly fet apart for pro-
claiming the charter ; let it be brought forth, placed on the divine law,
the word of God : let a crown be placed thereon, by which the world o Daine. Commn Sonte doergid

ma? kﬂf}'ﬂ" that ﬁ} far w¢e E‘.PPTGVE ﬂf lﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬁh}", thﬂt ill Amfricﬂ, THE the Inhabitants of America on the following
Law 1s KING. For as in abfolute governments the King is law, fo in prtersting Sicgecs:, Fage 20, London, 1752
free countries the Law ought to be King; and there ought to be no other. (Frivae Collestion)

Bur left any 1ll ufe thould afterwards arife, let the crown, at the conclu-

fion of the ceremony, be demolithed, and fcattered among the people e
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Thomas Paine, Common Sense
advertised to the Inbabitants of
America on the following interesting
Subjects:.., Page 17, London, 1793.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute,
GLC08643)

C_DMMDH_EENS_E. 17
ance of the continent, or any ways equal to the expenfe of blood and trea-
fure we have a.fready heen putto. .
_ The objeét contend.d for ought always to bear fome juft proportion to
the e.pence. The removal of N——, or the whole deteftable junto, is a-
matter unworthy the. miﬂ‘iq_ns we have expended. A temporary ftop-
ggﬁ of trade was an inconvenience which would have fufhiciently balanc:d

2 repeal of all the afts complained of, had {uch repeals been obtained:
bt if the whole cortinent muft take up arms, if every man muft be a
foldier, ic is fcarcely worth our while to fight againft a contemptible mi-
niftry only. Dearly, dearly do we pay for the repeal of the afts, if that
is all we fight for; for ina juft eftimation, it is as great a folly to pay a
Bunker's-Hill price for law.as for land. As I have always confidered the
independency of this comtin nt, as an event which muft fooner or [ater
arife, fo from the late rapid progrefs of the continent to maturity, the
event could not be far off. ~ W erefore, on the breaking oot of hoftilities,
it was not worth while to have difputed a marter which time would have

finally redrefled, unlefs we meant to b in earneft; otherwife itis like
wanting an eftate on a fuit at law, to regulaie the trefpaffes of a tenant,

whol: leafe is jult expiring. No man was a warmer wifher for reconci-
liation than myfelf before the faral ninsteenth*® of April, 177§, but the
moment the event of that day was made known, _ S

¥

But admitting that matters were now made up, what would be the
?_v:nt ? I anfwer, the ruin of the continentt — And that for feveral rea-
ons. : :

Firff. —The powers of governing #ill remaining in the hands of the
king, he will have a negative over the whole legiflation of this continent.
—And,

is he, or 1 he nat, a proper man to {ay to thefe co-

lonies, ¢ you (hal! make no lagvs byt wwbat I pleafe) ¢ And is there any
inhabitant in Amrica fo ignoragt as not to know, that according to
what is called the grefent conflizution, that this continent can make no
laws, but what the king gives leave 01 4nd is there any man fo unwile
as not to fee, (that confidering what has happened) he will futfer no law
to be made here, but fuch as {uits bis purpofe ? We may be as effettually
enflaved by the want of laws in America, as by fubmitting to laws made
for us in England. Afier matters are made up { as it is called ) can there
be any doabt, but the whole power of the crown will be exerted to
keep this continent as low and as humble as pofiible ? Iaftead of going
orward, we {hall go backward, or be perpetually quarrelling or ridicu-
loufly petitioning.—— ' : :

To bring the matter to one point. Is the power who is jealous of our
Pro:perity, a proper power to govern us? Whoever fays mo to this quef-

tion, is an iudependent ; for independency means no more, than whether

we thall make our own laws, or

Bur the King, you will fay, has a negative in England; the people,
there can make rno laws without his copfent. In point of right and good
order, there is fomething very ridiculous that a youth of twenty.one
{which hatl} ofien happened) fhall fay to feveral millions of peop!e:
older and wifer than himfelf, I forbid this or that aét of yours to be Law.

# Lexington
B g But
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foldier, it is {carcely worth «
pifkry only.  Dearly, de :':_7. do w
is all we i-i';’}'li for: for in :
Bunker's-Hill price for la

independence of the continent, as

arife, fo from the late rapid progrefs of the continentt

event could not be far off. Wherefore, on the breaking o=t

it was not worth while to have difputed a matter which time would

hinally redrefled, unlefs we meant to be in earneft : otherwife it i

wanting an cftate on a fuit at law, to regulate the trefpafies of a tenant,

whofe leafe is juft expiring. No man was a warmer wifher for reconci-

liation than myfelf before the fatal nineteenth * of April, 177354 but the
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But admitting that matters were now made up, what would be the 7%
event? I anfwer, the ruin of the continent.—And that for feveral rea-
fons.

__ Fifl.—The powers of governing till remaining in the hands of the
King, he will have-a negative over the whole legiflation of this continent-
- -—And.m,{: ﬁn‘}"‘:—'f,?i‘: n-.-'n«’r,{*;ﬂ ret X dee Law invigTemae
% And olegeopgrcd Feech o Pherrt A 2 rﬁpﬁ"d‘r‘;’ﬁ Iy

¢ “— 15 he, or is he not, a proper man to fay to thefe co-
!5“1‘-1'3_, “ You fball make no laws but what I plzafe I’ And is there any
lﬂ.]:arn_:ant in_America fo ignorant as not to Know, that according te
what is called the prefent conflitution, that this continent can make no
E"*"-"S, but what the king gives leave to: and is thére any man fo unwife
** DOt to {ee, (confidering what has happened) he will fuffer no law to
be made here, but fuch as fuits Ais purpofe 2 We may be as -._-ﬁl_'tll.].i]:y
enflaved by the want of laws in America, as by fubmirtting to laws made

‘i‘_’r us In England. After matters are made up (as it 1s called) can there
]..:- any iljiJuh'l', but the whole power of the Crown will be exerted to
i_L'i.'i,nr this continent as low and as humble as pofiible }  Inftead of going
lﬂrward, o {,hall ro backward, u{ be perpetually 1L:;.:':|';_-H'm:.‘__; or ridicuy-
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Common Sense
By Thomas Paine

Thomas Paine, Common Sense
advertised to the Inhabitants of America
on the following interesting Subjects:..,
Page 17, London, 1792.
(Private Collection)
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Paflages for Infertion sn the Hiatuses. Common Sense

In the INTrODUCTION, :
¢ by the King and Parliament they have” p - BY Thomas Paine
““ reject the ajprefions o either” |
““ nora Genr ru as in Lingland 4 man”
¢ In .Eu-:rmruf the "{“é nath hitile™
' by l'ht:' bing and h »” 13
¢ made knuun ! rgrﬂa*:a’ the bardened, fullen-temper'd
Pba aok of ﬂug.’fmf for eavery and :I;ufmmd the avrcech
that v ‘th the pretended title f ‘* FATHER oF His PEO-
rLE can unfoclingly bear of their fluughter, and com-

P-?.-’E‘r{'l ﬂr.rlﬂ qwith thoay beod Hpon Bz _,-‘f:ri'f }o By " 17
—¢ And as Lo barh Hewon b omfely ;'i'uif:' an invererate
cnene, to L1be1ty. aud diyjcovesed f.e.'r:!': a thirfl ,r’nr arbi-
trary pos ver—1s he ? or is he nota preper man”

‘s puummng ~H e are ﬂ.!'r‘mﬂfy Freater than the Hrfg
avithesus to be : und evili be not  endiavour bercafter to

make ws lys 2= To g the” — Passages for Insertion in the Hiatuses ([London: H.D. Symonds, 17922])

“lows, or avberher the King, the greatefl eneny ave (Eighteenth Century Collections Online)
bawe, ar van bhawe, fhall tell s, *¢ There jlall be ao laws

but jucl as I like ?——Bur” —
** dunwgeious and faral than it” 18
“Cpolicy fnothe fing at thas” -
‘¢ reinftaung Aimself in the government of the Pro-
vinees i oider that be Ay .::ffuﬂrp b cf*ﬂl' fraud and
fubtity in the lomy ruu, wwhat be camnet do by toree and
wio.cnm e in the fhort one : Recoucticatien and Ruin are
nearly related. Sceceondly.” |

havock o mankind, Zlide the royal lrute of Great-
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Britain,--Yet that” 201
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Declaration ¢f American Ludependen:y. 361

their tafte, and the will engage to in-
gralt them with the natural hair, with-
out veadering the operation the Jeaft
pamnful.  In like manner, gentlemen,
whole (culls are, from age, become ra-
ther a little too bare, snd yet cannot
fubmit 1o the Gothic taftt of covering
them with n-igs, m+y have natural hair
inferted, in as fure and eafy 3 manner
as they are lupplied with teeth, and
which wili hold many months without
renewal.  Any gentleman or lady,
under 1his predicament, may be ferved
by the year, on very moderare terms.
Peter dlexis Knouifchaffschleravits.,

Declaration by the Reprefentatives of
the United Statrs of America, in
_ Geueral Congrefs affembled, July 4.
HEN, in the courfe of human
events, it becomes neceflary for
one people 1o diffolve the political bands
which haye conne&ted them with 2no-
ther, and to affume among the powers
of the earth the feparate and equal fa-
tion to which the laws of Naure and
of Nature's God entitle them, a de-
cent refpect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they fhould declare the
caufes which impel them to the fepa-
rat.om.

We hold thefe truths to be feif evi.
dent:e~That all men are created equal;
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights ; that
among thefe are life, liberty, and the
puriuit of happinefs; thar, to fecure
thele rights, governments are inflituied
among men, denving their jult powers
from the confent of the governed ; and
whenever any form of government be-
comes deltruftive of thele ends, it is
the tight of the people to al er or to
abolith it, and 10 inftitute new govern-
ment, laying its foundation on fuch
prieciples, and organizing its powers
in fuch form, as to theth fhill feem
moft likely to effe& their fafety and
happinefs. Prudence, indeed, wiil dic.
taie, that governments long cftablifhed
fhiou!d not be changed for light and
tranient caules ; and, accordingly, all
experience hath fhewn, that mankind
are more difpofed to fuffer, while evils
are fufferable, than to right themltives
by abolithing the forms to which rhey
are accultomed. But, when a long
train of abufes and ufurpations, pur-
fuing idvariably the fame obje&, e-
vinces a defign to reduce them under
abfoiute defpotilm, it is their right, it
ig their duty, to throw off (uch go-
vernment, and to provide new guaids

GENT. Mac. Augufl, 1776,

A -

for their future fecurity. Such has
been the patient fufferance of thefe co-
lonies, snd fuch is now the neceffity
which conftrains them to alter their
former fytems of government. The
hittory of the piefent of Great
Britain, is a hiflory of repeated inju=
ries and ulurpations; all having in di-
reét obje® the eftabliiment of an
ablolute ¢ over thefe ftates, To
prove this let [«&s be fubmitred to a
candid world

He has refufed his affent to laws,
the moft wholefome and necellary fer
the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to
pafs laws of immediate and prefling
importance, unles fulpended in therr
eperation till his affeat fhould be ob
tained 3 and when, (o fulpended, beg
has utterly gegle€ed to attend them.

He has refufed to pafs other laws for
accommeodation of large diftri®s of
peaple, unlefs thofe people wouid re-
linqu:th the rights of reprefentation in
the legillatures a right ineftimable to
them, 2nd formidable to t—— only,

He has called together legiflative
bodies at places unufual, uncomforta-
ble, and ditan: from the depofitory of
their public records, for the fole pur-
pofe of fatiguing them into compli-
ance with his mealures.

He has diflolved reprefentatives houles
repestedly, for oppoling, with manly
firmoefs, his invaions on the rights of
the people.

He has refufed for a long time,
after fuch diffolutions, to cauie others
to be erefted, whereby the legiflative
powers, incapable of annihilation, have
returned to the people at large for
their exeicife ; the fate remaining, in
the mean time, expofed to all the dan-
gers of invalion from without, and
convulfions within,

He has endeavoured to prevent the
populatiecn of thele fates ; for that
purpole obftruéting the laws for naru-
ralization of foreiguers, refufing' to
pals others 1o encourage their migra-
tions hither, an 1 raifing the conditions
of new appropriations of lands.

He bas obfirufted the adminiftra-
tion of juttice, by refuling his affent to
laws for eflablithing judiciary powers;

He has made judges dependent on
hie will 2lone, for the tenure of theic
cffices, and the amount and payment
of their [alaries.

- He has eiefled & mulritude of pew
cffices, and fent hither fwarms o1 o2
ficers to harrals our people, and eat
out their (ublifftence,

e

Gentlemen’s Magazine
August 1776

In reprinting the Declaration in London, the
publishers have removed the word “King” (the
history of the present ---- of Great Britain”™)
and left only the letter “t” in place of “tyranny”
and “tryants.”
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Declaration of Independence as reprinted in the
Gentleman’s Magazine, London, August 1776.
(The Gllder Lehrman Institute, GLC08863)
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James Bowdoin to Catharine Macaulay
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March 1777

..Our Cause 1s too just & our Countrymen too
numerous & brave to be overcome. But
however it is my wish & the Wish of us all.
that the Justice & not the power of Brittain
might disarm us. We say if you'll acknowledge
our Independance we’ll give you our trade, the
advantages of it to you must be much greater
than a Conquest. but why do I speak of
conquest. It is chimerical. none I believe but
the deluded ---- & ministry can even think of
it. it is strange they refuse being taught by
Experience every year seems really to add to
their disgrace and puts conquest at a greater
distance...
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James Bowdoin to Catharine Macaulay. March 15, 1777. GILDER LEHRMAN
INSTITUTE

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01791.02) o
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i an T'nhe Writings of Thomas Paine
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"SUBSCRIBER’S NAMES.

Members of Congrefs.

LBRIDGE Gerry, State of Maﬂhckrﬁttr.
James Gordon,
‘Thomas Tredwell, gState of New-York,
Cor’ C. Schoonmaker, ;

Following the success of Paine's Rights of Man in
1791 printers in Albany, New York issued proposals
Tho* Fitzfimons, )

Win. ‘Findley, = Mo "2 for printing a collection of The Writings of Thomas

FPRATRLLE R T TV 2:7¢ by subscription.

Tho'. Hartley, |

Ifrael Jacobs, J i, Py |

Philip Koy, _ o Subscribers included 29 representatives to the Second

John F. Mercer, 2.

W, W MAPetoe 5opatiate (. Masyland Congress—including James Madison, who took two
erett, D o y ol : §

Upton Shcredine, J S COPICS.
..:-Inhn Brown, Sk AR ek o

Wi, B, Giles, ., jiz;]
Jolm Pagej : b I l_ 2.
J Pmkev, tg
James Madifon, Jun. i

The representatives subscribed amostly along party

}Smte of Vtrgzrl‘m. ] . .
Aw. Moore, * | lines: of the 46 copies subscribed for by members of
_Abm. B. Venable, = 2. S

R il aond | xR ~ = Congress, only 9 were for identifiable Federalists.

- Benjamin Hawkins, R i
3;, %ar?{hgrove 2. >State of Nortk-C’amEﬂq: by
Nath. Macnn1 o s
Tho' Sumpter, 2. State of South- C’arolma
~Fran’ Willis, State of Georgia. {one

John Beckley, Clerk, Houfe of ﬁepreﬁmi‘atnrer U S

juﬂph thaton, Sergmm at Arms, do. 2 s
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Thomas Paine, The Writings of Thomas Paine, Albany, 1792. (Evans Digital)



il Common Sense

. a/:“::? ... s By Thomas Paine
COMMON SENS %
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v Thomas Paine, Common Sense (Albany, 1791).
50 the Origin a1 Defign of Goveroment in gonsrl with conci Copy owned by Fanny Coolidge

Remarks on the Englith Conftitution.

II. Of Monarchy an ereditary Succeflion. . |
e AR YO (Private Collection)
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III, Thouglts on the preient State of American Affuirs.
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::';;ttl knows no Mafter fave o reating Heaven,
T thofe whom Choice and common Good ordain.
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Upcoming Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT: August 4 at 7 pm ET (4 pm PT)
e We will be joined by Barbara Perry to discuss materials from FDR'’s third

presidential campaign.

MA IN AMERICAN HISTORY: Professor Eric Slauter will lead a graduate
history course on the Declaration of Independence for the Gettysburg

College—Gilder Lehrman MA in American History during the fall 2022
semester. Applications are open now. Registration for the fall semester

begins on July 9 for all admitted students.




