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Thesis

In California’s San Francisco Bay Area, the unique economic
and social importance of wine shaped the women's
campaign for the repeal of Prohibition, forcing a different
path from the rest of the nation. Immigrant women, several
of whom wintered in San Francisco but summered in Napa or
Sonoma Counties, outnumbered native-born American

women, giving them a distinctive role in elite society and
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How did the women of Northern California's wine leadership of the repeal movement demanded respectability
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L , fought for nullification through their production,
fought for the cultural and economic significance of wine

MethOdOIOg)’ were joined by women who shared their rejection of the
increased crime, hypocrisy, and violence associated with

distribution, or public consumption;
e Accidental allies whose complicity with the violent and

This work integrates the history of Northern extralegal enforcement of Prohibition encouraged

California's wine country women within the national insufficient enforcement of the Volstead Act. Together, they others to oppose Prohibition; and
story of the Repeal of Prohibition, focusing on Napa led a non-partisan, multi-pronged assault to nullify or repeal e Temperance women concerned with "home protection,"
the Eighteenth Amendment. who advocated for temperance through the Repeal of

Sonoma, and San Francisco Counties, as well as the

. the 18th Amendment.
San Francisco Bay Area.

The largest challenge in researching women who Analysis

were challenging norms and mores and breaking While far from being the only women involved in opposing Prohibition, the stories of a few women illustrate the avenues
boundaries and laws is a lack of documentation. that women found to opposed Prohibition. While wine histories focus on the efforts of men and national Repeal histories
However, information can be gleaned from existing focus on New York women, the women of Northern California played a significant role in the Repeal campaign.

archival sources. This study relies heavily upon:
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The Women of the Ku Klux Klan fervently supported Prohibition
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Conclusion

The different dynamic of California's wine families, most of whom were Italian, French, German, or
Spanish immigrants, and their integration into the social elite of the San Francisco Bay Area, meant
that nation-wide characterizations of the WONPR as a group of Conservative, former Prohibitionists
who never touched alcohol, did not adequately account for the place of the wineries within the
Repeal movement. The study of wine, women, and Prohibition in the greater San Francisco Bay Area
Lo < ; N thereforeilluminates the degree to which Anti-Prohibitionists and the "home protection" enthusiasts
Korbel sends FDR a case of California 3 . o o o
champagne to celebrate the end of Prohibiion. WOFKed together to end a law that was socially and economically discriminatory and unenforceable.
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