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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

Your microphone is automatically muted.
Your camera is automatically turned off.

For Security and Privacy
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Michael J. Birkner is a professor of history at Gettysburg
College, where he has taught since 1989, chairing the
department from 1993 to 2003.

Birkner is the author or editor of fifteen books and many articles
on 19th- and 20th-century American political history. Recent
publications include Encounters with Eisenhower (2015);
Eisenhower’s Gettysburg Farm, co-authored with Carol
Hegeman (2017); The Worlds of James Buchanan and Thaddeus
Stevens, co-edited with Randall Miller and John W. Quist
(2019); and Democracy’s Shield: Voices of World War II (2022).

Birkner served as a historical consultant for the e-Eisenhower
component of the Eisenhower Memorial in Washington, DC,
and for the introductory film at James Buchanan’s home,
Wheatland.

Michael Birkner



Today's
Documents

“A Balance Sheet on Bombing:
Statement of the Special Committee
on Bombing Policy of the Citizens
Committee for Peace with Freedom
in Vietnam”

“Negotiations: Hopes and Realities”



Dwight D. Eisenhower
34th President of the U.S.

United Press International,
President Eisenhower, 1961.

(The Gilder Lehrman
Institute, GLC09677.61)



Lyndon B. Johnson
36th President of the U.S.

[President] Lyndon B. Johnson, 1964.
(Library of Congress, 96522661)



LBJ and Eisenhower

Yoichi Okamoto, LBJ and Eisenhower, 1965.
(LBJ Presidential Library, A1452-18)



Dwight D. Eisenhower at his office in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 1963.

(CSU Archives/Ever)

Eisenhower at Gettysburg



William Westmoreland
Commander of U.S. Forces

Robert C. Lafoon, General William C.
Westmoreland Watching Ceremonies, 1967.

(U.S. National Archives and Records
Administration, 17331454)



United States Air Force,
Communists destroyed

buildings and aircraft at Tan
Son Nhut Air Base., n.d.




Tet Offensive
January - April 1968



Jack E. Kightlinger,  President Lyndon B.
Johnson listens to tape sent by Captain

Charles Robb from Vietnam, 1968.
(U.S. National Archives and Records

Administration, 192617)

LBJ's Reaction



"A Balance Sheet on Bombing"
December 7, 1967

"A Balance Sheet on Bombing: Statement of the Special
Committee on Bombing Policy of the Citizens Committee

for Peace with Freedom in Vietnam," 1967.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09911.01)



"Negotiations: Hopes and Realities"
April 10, 1968

"Negotiations: Hopes and Realities," 1968.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09911.02)



Precision Bombing

"A Balance Sheet on Bombing:
Statement of the Special

Committee on Bombing Policy of
the Citizens Committee for Peace
with Freedom in Vietnam," 1967.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute,
GLC09911.01, Page 8)



"Clean Hands"

"A Balance Sheet on Bombing:
Statement of the Special

Committee on Bombing Policy of
the Citizens Committee for Peace
with Freedom in Vietnam," 1967.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute,
GLC09911.01, Page 8)



Inside the Vault: November 3 at 7 pm ET
We will be joined by Barbara Harris Combs (Kennesaw State University) to discuss
the NAACP pamphlet Meanwhile Back at the Branch.

Upcoming Programs

Teaching Civics through History:
Oklahoma and Texas teachers are invited to livestream our professional
development workshop on Federal, State, and Tribal Governance.

October 17 at 9 am CT

National History Teacher of the Year:
Join the livestream to celebrate the 2022 winner, Misha Matsumoto Yee.

October 18 at 5 pm ET

GLI Prize for Military History:
Tickets are available online to attend this free program—in person or via

         livestream—celebrating the 2021 winner, Kevin J. Weddle.

November 6 at 6:30 pm ET


