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Inside the Vault
Food Purity, Prohibition, and the 1884 Election



• If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
• We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
• The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy
• Your microphone is automatically muted.
• Your camera is automatically turned off.

How to Participate



Lisa M.F. Andersen

Lisa M. F. Andersen is the Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American History's director of academic strategy. She 
was previously an associate professor of liberal arts and 
history at the Juilliard School. Fascinated by the 
complicated relationship between ethics and democracy 
in American history, Andersen has written two books 
exploring this topic: The Politics of Prohibition: 
American Governance and the Prohibition Party, 1869-
1933 (Cambridge, 2013) and, with co-author Lauren 
Bialystok, Touchy Subject: The History and Philosophy of 
Sex Education (University of Chicago Press, 2023).



Today's 
Document

J. S. Goldsmith, Always Against the People! Gov. 
Grover Cleveland, the Chief of Adulterators!!, 1884. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09762.01)



Henry Adams

“The public is angry and abusive … Society 
is torn to pieces. Parties are wrecked from 

top to bottom. A great political revolution 
seems impending. Yet, when I am not 

angry, I can do nothing but laugh.”

September 1884

Letter from Henry Adams to Charles Milne Gaskell, September 24, 1884. 
Published in Ernest Samuel, ed. Henry Adams, Selected Letters, 174–175.

Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1992.



"Always Against the People!"
1884

J. S. Goldsmith, Always Against the People! Gov. Grover 
Cleveland, the Chief of Adulterators!!, 1884. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09762.01, p. 1)



Party Tickets

Ballots reproduced in  History of the 
Republican Party by Frank A. Flower, 1884.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08631)

1880



"Always Against the People!"
1884

J. S. Goldsmith, Always Against the People! Gov. Grover Cleveland, the Chief of Adulterators!!, 1884. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09762.01, p. 3)



"Always Against the People!"
1884

J. S. Goldsmith, Always Against the People! Gov. Grover Cleveland, the Chief of Adulterators!!, 1884. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09762.01, p. 6)



Mary H. Hunt, Scientific Temperance Instruction in Schools and Colleges, ca. 1887. 
(National Library of Medicine, 101744152, p. 103)

Alcohol as "Poison"
Scientific Temperance



Keppler & Schwarzmann, Puck, Vol. 14, 
No. 409, January 7, 1885.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09892)

Secretly Poisoned Candy
1885



Heinz, Heinz Baked Beans with Tomato Sauce, ca. 1870-1900. 
(Boston Public Library, 10_03_000110)

"Pure" Food



"I Want My Pa!"

Frank Beard, Another Voice for Cleveland, 1884. 
(Library of Congress, 95522869)

1884



"Always Against the People!"
1884

J. S. Goldsmith, Always Against the People! Gov. Grover 
Cleveland, the Chief of Adulterators!!, 1884. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09762.01, p. 1)



James G. Blaine and Grover Cleveland
1884 Presidential Candidates

James G. Blaine, by Brady's Portrait Gallery,
ca. 1861-1865. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05135.104)

Grover Cleveland, 1882. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01680)



"Always Against the People!"
1884

J. S. Goldsmith, Always Against the People! Gov. 
Grover Cleveland, the Chief of Adulterators!!, 1884. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09762.01, p. 8)



J. S. Goldsmith to Samuel Fessenden, October 9, 1884. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09762.02)

Compensation for Cartoons
1884



"Cold Water Comfort"
1884

Thomas Nast, "Cold Water Comfort,"
Harper's Weekly, October 25, 1884. 

(Bates Museum of Art, 1999.17.155)



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault: April 6 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
• Stay tuned for more information about next month's program!

Book Breaks: March 5 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
• Samantha Seeley will discuss her book Race, Removal, and the Right to 

Remain: Migration and the Making of the United States.

Gettysburg College-Gilder Lehrman MA in American History
• Applications now open for the summer semester; registration begins March 18. 

The semester runs  June 1-August 23.


