
with Dr. Terry Anne Scott

T H U R S D A Y ,  A P R I L  6 ,  2 0 2 3

Inside the Vault
Lynching and Anti-Lynching Materials



If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.
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Terry Anne Scott
Dr. Terry Anne Scott is an award-winning historian, author, and speaker.
She left her position as an associate professor of American history and
chair of the Department of History at Hood College in Maryland to
become the director of the Institute for Common Power.

Dr. Scott’s research interests focus largely on urban history, the
intersection of sports and race, African American social and cultural
history, and political and social movements. She is the author of several
books, including Lynching and Leisure: Race and the Transformation of
Mob Violence in Texas (winner of the 2022 Ottis Lock Endowment Best
Book Award). She is also a featured historian in the critically acclaimed
documentary Lynching Postcards: Token of a Great Day, which received a
2022 NAACP Image Award, a 2022 Peabody nomination, and was
short-listed for an Academy Award.

Throughout her career, Dr. Scott has been heavily involved in
community service and activism and has served as a researcher and
consultant.



Today's
Document

NAACP, "For the Good of America," ca. 1926. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06197)



The next four slides contain
graphic historical images of

lynchings. Viewer discretion is
advised.



Henry Smith, Paris, Texas

J. L. Mertins, Little Myrtle Vance
Avenged, ca. 1893. 

(Library of Congress, 2016648613)

February 1, 1893



Robert Henson Hillard, Tyler, Texas
October 29, 1895

C. A. Davis, First Fire Withdrawn, 1897.
(Library of Congress, 2015645597)

C. A. Davis, In the Hands of the Mob, 1897. 
(Library of Congress, 2015645598)



Russellville, Kentucky
July 31, 1908

Jack Morton, [Postcard depicting the lynching of four African Americans], Nashville, Tennessee, 1908. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06265)



Will Stanley, Temple, Texas
July 10, 1915

Katy Electric Studio, [Postcard depicting the lynching of Will Stanley], Temple, Texas, 1915.
(Unknown)



"The Waco Horror"
May 15, 1916

NAACP, "The Waco Horror," supplement, The Crisis 12, no. 3, July 1916. 
(Modernist Journals Project, Brown and Tulsa Universities)



"The Shame of America"
1922

NAACP, "The Shame of America," advertisement,
New York Times, November 23, 1922. 

(George Mason University, History Matters)

NAACP, “Pinback button for
N.A.A.C.P. Legal Defense Fund anti-

lynching campaign,” ca. 1940s.
(National Museum of African American

History and Culture, 2011.159.3.12)



"For the Good of America"
ca. 1926

NAACP, "For the Good of America," ca. 1926. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06197)

The Equal Justice Initiative has documented 4,084 lynchings
in twelve southern states and 300 lynchings in other states
between 1877 (end of Reconstruction) and 1950.

Lynching was declared a federal hate crime on March 29,
2022, when President Biden signed into law the Emmett Till
Antilynching Act.



Upcoming Programs
Inside the Vault: May 4 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

We will be joined by Andrew Robertson (CUNY) to discuss materials
related to eighteenth- and nineteenth-century voting rights.

Lincoln Prize Livestream: April 11 at 8 p.m. ET (5 p.m. PT)
We will celebrate the winners of the 2023 Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize:
Jon Meacham and Jonathan W. White.

Gilder Lehrman National History Academy Scholarships:
The National History Academy, in conjunction with the Gilder Lehrman
Institute, is offering twenty scholarships to their residential summer program
for tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students, to be held July 2–28.
Applications are due by May 10.



Upcoming Programs

MA in American History:
the Gettysburg College-Gilder Lehrman MA in American History are open
now! The deadline to apply is May 18. The semester begins June 1 and ends
August 24.

History School: We are offering two AP prep courses for high school
students (grades 9–12), "AP United States History: Strategies and Technique"
and "AP US Government and Politics: American Government and You." Each
course consists of six one-hour-long classes held weekly via Zoom.

Applications for the summer semester of


