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MODULE B: A LATINA TAKING A STAND IN CALIFORNIA

Overview

In the early twentieth century, women across the country expanded and intensified their efforts to achieve equal suffrage
across the United States. In California, Maria Guadalupe Evangelina de Lopez (1881-1977) became a leading voice in
the California Equal Suffrage Movement. She was a bilingual educator and translator in Los Angeles and also taught at
UCLA. Her story stands out as unique among the better known nationally coordinated efforts for women’s suffrage.

In this lesson, students will examine the actions of Maria Guadalupe Evangelina de Lopez in taking a stand to secure
the right to vote for women. The students will analyze political action flyers and a newspaper article to address the
following questions:

* What actions were taken by this individual to secure the right to vote in California?

* How could these actions in California impact voting rights across the United States?

Materials

Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History,
GLC08963, gilderlehrman.org/collection/glc08963.

* Women’s Suffrage Flyers with the Keyword/Summary/
Restatement activity sheet

© Dese a la Mujer de California El Derecho de Votar, Political
Equality League, Los Angeles, California, 1911, Women’s
Suffrage and Equal Rights Collection, Ella Strong Denison
Library, Scripps College, Claremont, California, ccdl.
claremont.edu/digital/collection/p15831coll5/id/439.

* Newspaper Article with Keyword/Summary/Restatement
activity sheet:

© Maria Guadalupe Evangelina de Lopez, “Equal Suffrage of
the Most Vital Moment,” Los Angeles Herald, August 20,
1911, California Digital Newspaper Collection, UC
Riverside, Center for Bibliographical Studies and Research,
cdnc.ucr.edu/.

o Votes for Women! The Woman's Reason, Woman Suffrage
Party of the City of New York, New York, ca. 1915, The

Procedure

1. Lesson Preparation (5 minutes): Remind students of
the essential questions.

b. Distribute the excerpt from Maria Guadalupe
Evangelina de Lopez’s newspaper article “Equal
Suffrage of Most Vital Moment” printed in the Los
Angeles Herald on August 20, 1911, with the
Keyword/Summary/Restatement activity sheet. The
students will select 8-10 keywords from this text.

2. Lesson Activity (Two Class Periods):

a. Distribute the “Women’s Suffrage Flyers from the
Los Angeles Political Equality League (1911) and
the Woman Suffrage Association of the City of New
York (ca. 1915)” with the Keyword/Summary/
Restatement activity sheet. The flyer from Los a.

3. Discussion (5-10 minutes):

Engage the class in a brief discussion of the actions

Angeles is printed in Spanish. Describe the process
for completing the activity. If the students have not
yet completed the Keyword/Summary/Restatement
activity for a different module, see the instructions
in the Lesson 2 Overview on page 7. This flyer is
about 291 words in length, with many repeated
words. The students should select 7-9 keywords

from the text.

taken by Lopez to secure the right to vote in
California. Be sure to emphasize and identify the
stand she took and the challenges she faced in her
efforts to secure the right to vote.

b. As a culminating topic for discussion, have students

revisit the essential questions and make predictions
about how the actions taken by Lopez in California
could have impacted voting rights across the United
States, citing key evidence from the documents to
support their claims.
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Women’s Suffrage Flyers from the Los Angeles Political Equality League (1911)
and the Woman Suffrage Party of the City of New York (ca. 1915)

DIRECTIONS

1. Underline, circle, or highlight 5—7 keywords in the flyer. Do not select “connector” words (are, is, the, and, so, etc.).

2. Use the keywords you select to write a sentence that summarizes the meaning of the flyers.

3. Restate the summary sentence—but this time in your own words.

Dese a la Mujer de California
El Derecho de Votar
VOTOS PARA LA MUJER
POR QUE

PORQUE, la, mujer debe obedecer la ley como el hombre,
Debe votar como el hombre.

PORQUE, la mujer paga contribuciones como el hombre, sosteniendo asi
~ el gobierno,
Debe votar como el hombre.

PORQUE, la mujer sufre por mal gobierno como el hombre,
i Debe votar como el hombre.

PORQUE, las madres qui ej las de sus hijos,
J Debe votar como el hombre.

PORQUE, mas de 6,000,000 de mujeres en los Estados Unidos trabajan, y
X su salud asi como la de nuestros futuros ciudadanos esta con
frecuencia en peligro con motivo de las malas condiciones de los
talleres, que aolo pneden ser remedia.da,s por medio de la leg:ls-
mma, R

De‘he votar como el hombre.

PORQUE, la mujer acomoda.da que trata de ayumadar al bienestar del
publico, podria sostener su opimén por medio de su voto,
Debe votar como el hombre.

PORQUE, la hacendosa ama de casa y la mujer de profesion no pneden dar
ese servicio al piblico y solo pueden servir al Estado por el mismo
método usado por los hombres de negomos, es decit, por me\ﬁo
del voto,

PORQUE, la mujer necesxta, ser educada & mayor altura acerca de su re-
e . sponsibilidad en el sentido social y civico y éste solo se desarrolla
con el uso.

! Debe votar como el hombre,

PORQU‘E la mujer es consumidora y 1os consummores neces1ta.n absoluta
represenmmn en politica.,

y Debe vota.r como el hombre.

- PORQUE, 1a,s muje es cindad de k do del pueblo,
elejido POR el pueblo y PAEA el pueblo.

Debe votat como el hombre

EL HOMBRE lo necesita.
. EL ESTADO lo necesita.

LA MUJER lo necesita. }

iPOR QUE?

La, mujer debe dat sn ayud

i PORQUE"*g L5l HOSbe ot e syagsl

El Estado debe usuar su ayuda..

Political Equality League, Los Angeles, California, 1911,
Women's Suffrage and Equal Rights Collection, Ella Strong
Denison Library, Scripps College, Claremont, California.
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‘Debe votar como el hombre. :

VOTES FOR WOMEN! ~
THE WOMAN'S REASON.
BECAUSE

BECAUSE women must obey the laws just as men do,
J They should vete equally with men.
- BECAUSE women pay taxes Just as men do, thus supporting the government,
They should vote equally with men.
BECAUSE women suffer from bad government just as men do,
) They should vote equally with men.
'BECAUSE mothers want to make their children’s surroundings better,
/ They should vote equally with men.
BECAUSE over 8,000,000 women in the United States are wage workers and their
! health and that of our future citizens are often endangered by evil
working conditions that can only be remedied by legislation,
‘ They should vote equally with men.
BECAUSE' women of leisure who attempt to serve the public welfare should be
§ able to support their advice by their votes,
£ They should vote equally with men:
' BECAUSE busy h hers and professional women cannot give such public
: service, and can only serve the state by the same means used by the
busy man—namely, by casting a ballot,

They should vote equally with men.

BECAUSE women need to be trained to a higher sense of social and civic responsi-
: bility, and such sense developes by use,

They should vote equally with men.

BECAUSE women are consumers,and consumers need fuller representationin politics,
} They should vote equally with men.
BECAUSE women are citizens of a government of the people, by the people and

for the people, and women are people.
They should vote equally with men.

EQUAL SUFFRAGE FOR MEN AND WOMEN.
WOMEN Need It.

MEN Need It. ' WHY?

The STATE Needs It.
Women Ought To GIVE Their Help.

B ECAUSE Men Ought To HAVE Their Help.

The State Ought To USE Their Help.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE PARTY
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Headquarters: 30 East 34th Street, South cor. Madi: A

Woman Suffrage Party of the City of New York, New York,
ca. 1915, The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History,
GLC08963, gilderlehrman.org/collection/glc08963.
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Women’s Suffrage Flyers from the Los Angeles Political Equality League (1911)
and the Woman Suffrage Party of the City of New York (ca. 1915)

Keywords (5-7)

Keyword Summary Sentence

Restate the Summary Sentence in Your Own Words

QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION

What inferences can you make about the national reach of the women’s suffrage movement based on the existence
of these two flyers?
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Newspaper Article on “Equal Suffrage” by Maria Guadalupe Evangelina de Lopez (1911)

DIRECTIONS

1. Underline, circle, or highlight 8—10 keywords in this article by Maria Guadalupe Evangelina de Lopez. Do not select
‘connector” words (are, is, the, and, so, etc.).

2. Use the keywords you select to write a sentence that summarizes the meaning of the article.

3. Restate the summary sentence—but this time in your own words.

“Equal Suffrage”

At this very moment throughout the entire state of California . . . the air is thoroughly permeated with . . .
a most vital and stupendous question; vital because it concerns every live and free human being in our midst;
stupendous because it involves half of our state, a powerful unit—that question is equal suffrage. . . .

It is just today that the other half, after generations of silent submission, has awakened with the one hope
to gain permission to participate in the performance of a duty which is the true essence of that spirit for
which our forefathers fought and bled—the spirit of America—a democracy. But can we as Californians
and Americans live up to the aspirations and ambitions of Abraham Lincoln if a group of our people is
deprived, by reason of discrimination of sex, of the right to cast the ballot?

Who constitute that isolated group? It is needless to say “women,” and let us ask, “What is it that has
made woman come to the full realization that without the ballot she is failing to perform her greatest
duty as a member of American society?[”] . . .

What is a man? A man is a person. What is a person? A person is a human being—a person has a soul. Is
woman a human being? Yes, woman is a human being. Has woman a soul? Yes, woman has a soul. Then
since woman is a human being and has a soul she is a person—man is a person. Therefore man and
woman both being persons are equal. Man and woman constitute the people. Can we have a democracy
without man? No, because they are a very essential part of a democracy. Can we have a democracy
without woman? No, because they are persons and are the remainder that complete that great institution,
the people, hence the democracy. . . .

Grant the above and still ask one question further: Can woman show judgment and discretion in matters
concerning the state[?] . . . Surely there is only one conclusion—it is that woman in doing her sacred duty
through the ballot, thus aiding in the welfare of society, will fulfill her mission as a true feminine woman.

Source: Maria Guadalupe Evangelina de Lopez, “Equal Suffrage of the Most Vital Moment,” Los Angeles Herald, August 20, 1911, California
Digital Newspaper Collection, UC Riverside, Center for Bibliographical Studies and Research, cdnc.ucr.edu/.
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Newspaper Article on “Equal Suffrage” by Maria Guadalupe Evangelina de Lopez (1911)

Keywords (8-10)

Keyword Summary Sentence

Restate the Summary Sentence in Your Own Words

LESSON SUMMARY:

Use your responses to questions about the two documents to answer the lesson questions.
1. What actions were taken by Maria Guadalupe Evangelina de Lopez to secure the right to vote in California?

2. How could these actions in California have impacted voting rights across the United States?
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