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MODULE D: WHITE WOMEN TAKING A STAND IN NEW JERSEY

Overview
Modern interpretations of the women’s suffrage efforts in the United States have most commonly been associated with 
demonstrations, parades, and protests in Washington, DC. However, the 1915 New Jersey Amendment Campaign 
stands apart for its complexity, its scope of involvement crossing both economic and ethnic lines, and its connections 
to the larger national movement.

In this lesson, students will examine the actions of the New Jersey Woman Suffrage Association taking a stand for 
voting rights for women in New Jersey. The students will analyze a political action flyer, a report on NJWSA campaign 
activities, and a newspaper article to address the following questions:

•	 What actions were taken by this group to secure the right to vote in New Jersey?

•	 How could these actions in New Jersey impact voting rights across the United States? 

Materials
•	 “The Next President” Flyer: New Jersey Woman Suffrage 

Association, 1915, On Account of Sex: The Struggle for 
Women’s Suffrage in Middlesex County, Rutgers University 
Libraries, Special Collections and University Archives, 
womensuffrage.libraries.rutgers.edu/items/show/420.

•	 Report: “Campaign Activities,” Campaign Statement of 
New Jersey Woman Suffrage Association: A Resume of 
Campaign Activities and an Analysis of the Vote on the 
Woman Suffrage Amendment in the State of New Jersey, 

October 19, 1915, 1915, Ann Lewis Women’s Suffrage 
Collection, lewissuffragecollection.omeka.net/items/
show/1259.

•	 Newspaper Article: “State Women Aiding Cause of 
Organized Suffragists,” Perth Amboy (N.J.) Evening News, 
July 11, 1919, p. 6, Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers, Library of Congress, 
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85035720/1919-07-
11/ed-2/. 

Procedure
1.	 Lesson Preparation (5 minutes): Remind students of 

the essential questions.

2.	 Lesson Activity (30–35 minutes)

a.	 Students will carefully read the three documents 
provided in the “1915 Woman Suffrage Amendment 
Campaign Document Set.” 

b.	 They will complete the “Critical Analysis” activity 
sheet. Questions require students to cite textual 
evidence from each document.

c.	 The “Final Task” on the activity sheet requires 
students to write a paragraph, citing evidence from 
the documents, to summarize how this group 
sought to secure the right to vote. 

3.	 Lesson Activity Debrief (10 minutes):

a.	 Place the students in groups of two or three to 
discuss their answers. 

b.	 Were there discrepancies among group members’ 
interpretations of the documents? If so, revisit the 
documents for clarification.

4.	 Discussion (5–10 minutes)

a.	 Engage the class in a brief discussion of the actions 
taken by the New Jersey Woman Suffrage 
Association to secure the vote in New Jersey. Be sure 
to emphasize and identify the stand they took and 
the challenges they faced in their efforts to secure 
the right to vote.

b.	 As a culminating topic for discussion, have students 
revisit the essential questions and make predictions 
about how the actions taken by the NJWSA in New 
Jersey could have impacted voting rights across the 
United States, citing key evidence from the 
documents to support their claims.
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“The Next President” Flyer (1915), “Campaign Activities” (1915), and  
“State Women Aiding Cause of Organized Suffragists” Article (1919)

DIRECTIONS

Read each of the documents carefully and answer the questions that follow. You must cite evidence from the text to support  
your response. 

New Jersey Woman Suffrage Association, 1915, On Account of Sex: The Struggle for Women’s Suffrage in Middlesex County,  
Rutgers University Libraries, Special Collections and University Archives, womensuffrage.libraries.rutgers.edu/items/show/420.
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“The Next President” Flyer (1915), “Campaign Activities” (1915), and  
“State Women Aiding Cause of Organized Suffragists” Article (1919)

Campaign Statement of New Jersey Woman Suffrage Association: A Resume of Campaign Activities and  
an Analysis of the Vote on the Woman Suffrage Amendment in the State of New Jersey, October 19, 1915,  
1915, Ann Lewis Women’s Suffrage Collection, lewissuffragecollection.omeka.net/items/show/1259.
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“The Next President” Flyer (1915), “Campaign Activities” (1915), and  
“State Women Aiding Cause of Organized Suffragists” Article (1919)

Perth Amboy (N.J.) Evening News, July 11, 1919, p. 6, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers 
(Library of Congress, chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85035720/1919-07-11/ed-2/)
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NAME

DATE	 PERIOD

The New Jersey Woman Suffrage Documents

CRITICAL THINKING 

Use all three documents to respond to the following:

“The Next President” Flyer (1915)
What is the key argument for women’s suffrage  
in this document? Cite textual evidence to support your answer.

“Campaign Activities” Report (1915)
Which of the listed “Campaign Activities” would have the 
greatest impact on accomplishing the suffragists’ goal? Cite textual evidence to support your answer.

“State Women Aiding Cause of Organized Suffragists” Article (1919)
Who are the women of New Jersey fighting in support  
of women’s suffrage? Cite textual evidence to support your answer.

Using all three New Jersey documents provided, write a paragraph that identifies and describes three key actions taken by 
the women of New Jersey to secure their right to vote. Cite evidence from the documents to support your response.
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