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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.
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Dr. Adam Laats

Adam Laats is a professor of education and history at
Binghamton University (SUNY). He taught middle
school and high school for ten years in Milwaukee and
earned his PhD in US History from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in 2006. He is the author of several
books, including The Other School Reformers:
Conservative Activism in American Education (Harvard
University Press, 2015) and the forthcoming Mr.
Lancaster’s System: The Origins of US Public Education,
1800-1840. Professor Laats offers commentary about
history and education at the Atlantic,  the Washington
Post, Slate, and  the Chronicle of Higher Education.



Today's
Document

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political Catechism
Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of

America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)



“We have been told that our Struggle has loosened the
bands of Government every where. That Children and

Apprentices were disobedient – that schools and Colledges
were grown turbulent – that Indians slighted their

Guardians and Negroes grew insolent to their Masters.”

A deep republican anxiety: John Adams to Abigail Adams
April 14, 1776

John Adams to Abigail Adams, April 14, 1776. 
(Massachusetts Historical Society)



PROBLEM ONE: RELIGION UNCERTAIN—but seen as
absolutely necessary
PROBLEM TWO: SCHOOLING UNEVEN—but seen as
absolutely necessary

How to educate children into republican citizenship? 

The Big Question



Civics for a new republic
1796

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political Catechism
Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of

America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
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(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)



Republic? Or tyranny? 

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political
Catechism Intended for the Use of Schools, in the

United States of America: Wherein the Great
Principles of Liberty, and of the Federal

Government, Are Laid Down and Explained, in
the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia,
1796. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)



Republic? Or tyranny? 

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political Catechism
Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of

America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)



Republic? Or tyranny? 

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political Catechism
Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of

America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)



Infidels? Or citizens?

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political Catechism
Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of

America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)



 The New-England Primer Improved, for the More Easy
Attaining the True Reading of English. to Which Is Added,

the Assembly of Divines' Catechism, Boston1785. 
(Courtesy of Houghton Library)

New England Primer, “In
Adam’s Fall We Sinned All.”

1785



Infidels? Or citizens?

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political Catechism Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of the Federal
Government, Are Laid Down and Explained, in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796. 



"L'enseignement mutuel ou Histoire de
l'introduction et de la propagation de cette méthode"

Joseph Hamel, L'enseignement mutuel ou
Histoire de l'introduction et de la propagation de

cette méthode, Paris, 1818. (© Fondation vaudoise
du patrimoine scolaire, Yverdon-les-Bains)

1818



Joseph Lancaster Papers

 Joseph Lancaster papers,  1796-1840. 
(Courtesy American Antiquarian Society)

1796-1840



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault: August 3 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
We will be joined by Barbara Perry (University of Virginia) to discuss
materials related to twentieth-century voting rights.

Book Breaks: July 9 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
Chad Williams will discuss his book The Wounded World: W. E. B.
Du Bois and the First World War.

Teacher Seminars
Registration is still open for seven of our online Teacher Seminars; visit
gilderlehrman.org/teacherseminars to learn more about current
offerings and email seminars@gilderlehrman.org with any questions.


