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Chat Ise Hand Q&A

e If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
e We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

e The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy

* Your microphone is automatically muted.
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e Your camera is automatically turned off.



Dr. Adam Laats

Adam Laats is a professor of education and history at

Binghamton University (SUNY). He taught middle

school and high school for ten years in Milwaukee and
earned his PhD in US History from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in 2006. He is the author of several
books, including The Other School Reformers:
Conservative Activism in American Education (Harvard
University Press, 2015) and the forthcoming 7.
Lancaster’s System: The Origins of US Public Education,
1800-1840. Protessor Laats offers commentary about

history and education at the Atlantic, the Washington
Post, Slate, and the Chronicle of Higher Education.
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I Oday/s A Plain Political Catechifin

i INTENDED

FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS,

Document

Iy
The United Stotes of America:

AWHEREIX
- THE GREAT PRINCIPLES OF LIBERTY,

AND OF

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT,

Are laid down and explained, in the way of -~

Queftion and dnfrer.

MADE LEVEL TO THE LOWEST CAPACITIES.

Elhanan Winchester, 4 Plain Political Catechism
Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of X PHILADELPHIA:
America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of PRINTED 8% R, FOLWELL, NO. 33, MULBERRY-STREET,
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained, |
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796.

| 17G0.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103) ! 4o
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A deep republican anxiety: John Adams to Abigail Adams

April 14, 1776

“We have been told that our Struggle has loosened the
bands of Government every where. That Children and
Apprentices were disobedient — that schools and Colledges
were grown turbulent — that Indians slighted their

Guardians and Negroes grew insolent to their Masters.”

John Adams to Abigail Adams, April 14, 1776.

(Massachusetts Historical Society)



The Big Question

How to educate children into republican citizenship?
e PROBLEM ONE: RELIGION UNCERTAIN—but seen as
absolutely necessary

e PROBLEM TWQO: SCHOOLING UNEVEN—but seen as

absolutely necessary



Civics for a new rePublic

1796
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Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political Catechism

Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of

America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)

QUESTION XX.

HWhat are the powers delezated o

the congrefs of the United States
ANSWER.

They are thefe eighteen, whicl
follow.

ift, To lay and colle& taxes, du-
ties, 11T1PUP[L:: and exciles; to pay
the debts, and provide for the com-
mon defence, and general welfare of
the United States: but all duties,
impofts and excifes {hall be un iform
throughout the United States.

2d, Tu borrow money on the cre-
dit of the United States.

3d, To leguhtc commerce with
for cign nations, and among the fe-
veral ftates, and with th* Indian
tribes.




Republic? Or tyranny?

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political
Catechism Intended for the Use of Schools, in the
United States of America: Wherein the Great
Principles of Liberty, and of the Federal
Government, Are Laid Down and Explained, in
the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia,
1796. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)
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therefore, it
ihould feck to tyrannize over us, even
if it 15 in their i}GWCI’. And fhould
their condué@ give juft occafion of of-
fence, we fhall foon have it in our
power to difplace them conftitutional-
ly, and to choofe fuch as are agreeable
to our wifhes. So that no riots, mobs,
nor tumultuous proceedings are ne-
. ceflary, to gain, what we can much
H& caher obtain by legal, peaceable,
ar{d c:f*nﬁituticmal TNCANS ;' and the
minority thould nevertry to rule the

g~ ajority,

QUESTION LI.

Is the true bnowiedr: of he priz-
ciples of ik 5
ples of liderty and government, and
..?J@.ef::aﬂjl the conflitution and lows -:jf
the Umrsd States of America, inmpro-
per for ¢ be youth of 1his free and happy

. country €

1S very uulii-;::l}' 'E'ht:}"_

a7 ]

ANSWER.

4. By no means ; but, on the contra-

| 1, highly proper ; and thefe noble
| principles fhould be carly imprefled
| Upon the minds of the rifing genera-
f Uon, that {fo the liberties of mankind
| May be known, revered, cultivated,
il’alued, and preferved amongft us to
 the lateft period.
QUESTION LIL.
I’V:.f [ the t‘;:??“£ y ks 5‘1-:}!&?5%?‘{:‘ ﬂ_,?‘rif.z?f.’ 1, ;,._

it i FJ:" :
HCS OF G

_ i
* CORFLTY, tend to introduce
diforder, difcontent, divifion, animafit,
and rebellion among [F the young people.
as fome perfons preiend 2
ANSWER.

On the contrary, it may be fairly

prefumed, that the knowledge of the

principles of true liberty, &e. ﬁ"lﬁﬂ
tend to promotc union, pPeacs, happi-
nefs, and fubmiilion, 1n this countrys
Ak ' on - aule, our
for a yery plain reafon : becaule,
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Elhanan Winchester, 4 Plain Political Catechism

Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of

America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)

A written conflitution in govern-
ment, is almoft as neceflary as a pofi-
tive and written revelation is, in reli-
gion 5 for though people of leifure,

education, and clofe-thinking, may

ha've fome good ideas of government,
without a written conflitution, and

lome wife and good men, might have
fome knowledge of the great princi-
ples of religion, without a written re-
velation ; yet, in both cafes, the
great body of the people, for whoft

QUESTION LV,

I hat then Jhall we think of thofe
w0 world wifh o keep youth, and. the
ComnIon  pec ple in general, from the
knowl edge of their rights, and of the
conflirution of their country ?

- ANSWER,

The {fame as we juftly think of
thofc blind guides of former ages,
who kept the common people from
reading  the {eriptures, though the
aoreat founder of the chriflian religion

[ 6+ ]

commanded his hearers to fearch then
All tyrants, whether civil or ccclefi-
aftical, with to keep mankind igno-
rant, that they may enflave them the
more eafily, and prey upon their fub-
ftance ; always however pretending,

that much knowledge, whether of re-
ligion, or government, is hurtful to
the people, by making them conceited,
wifer than their teachers, more vici-
ous, and harder to govern. But good
men, that love true liberty and religion
themielves, with to communicate
t_;le knowledge of thofe grand {ci-
ences to all mankind, that all might
cnjoy the ineftimable bleflings derived
therefrom.

o
# b
AMSWER,

Nut 1"1111‘:,-' Lo dr::‘:ﬁrfn-' l‘CiigiDil and

| true morality, but alfo to overthrow

' ull government, and to diigrace, and,

if pofiible, to deftroy the liberties of

| thefe ftates ?

QUESTION LVIL,

How is that evident ¢
ANSWER. _

Partly by reafoning, and partly by
fass. inﬁﬂels arguc, _that no revela-
vion is to be received, unlefs it be
made immediately to each perfon, and
that none are bound to believe or obey,
unlefs they reccive it at ﬁrljc—lhé?_l:td{:._ It
requires but litt_rle ‘common ien r: :ED
fee, that this reaioning,as much over-

throws all government, as 1t doss re-




Republic? Or tyranny?
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s G It lives in the minds, princip’hﬁ.&;, and

r / fh;fff was 1 made the inbabitants ﬂf‘ lentiments of the pc:.c_}:lﬂ:. It 1wc§ 1
thefe Dﬂru*’f States Such fons of f}'{:"‘é—- their induttiy, e ue, and p AR iun.ﬂ
:fam, H-‘-';jﬂ‘- e;:a‘f;'&:";.a{f them to ﬂfﬁﬁw;’ the timent : or 711[}1;3 1t 15 prﬂ'ﬂu-:i'iﬂ:, pr.;‘_q
conteft 1n fuch a manner, even to vie- ferved, and kept alive, by the tate of
k. fociety. 1f the body of the people
(hall lofe thetr property, th:_j.lr lincm.:_—
itdgﬁ, and their virt:._m,_,'i:hr:tlr gr::zttﬂﬂ;
and moft valuable bleflings are loft at

. the fame time. With the lois of thefe,

ANSWTIER,
~ They had generally property, prin-
ciple, or public virtue, and know-
ledge ; if they had been in a ftate of
igaorance, abfolute poverty, and with-

bk sment will be corrupted :
ot 3 yublic {entim SO
out P:—lﬂ'lﬂtllﬂ]r 1t would not 1131.-'{? been E‘Fith el Cﬂi‘l’ﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂ of Pﬂbhﬂ {enti-

t‘&i}' for thE:ﬂl to have

they did ? gained what

ment, bills of rights, conftitutions

ritten upon papeh and all the vo-

. QUESTION LXVIL. ? 1es of written law, will lofe their
- T un X o i - 1-

ﬁ:ﬁ;# what can the people depend cooe and utility. Their government

’ﬁr- g Ef' upport and prefervation of will immediately begin to change >

doeir r{g'f:rf ’ “mdﬁ eedorm 2 nd when the F‘EGPIE themfelves hava

ANSWER, ia {i chescaniErt the principle, and the

- - g 8 )l e P J i n o

Upon no beings or precautions (oirit of freedom, they will no lunﬂg;';

under heaven but themfelves. The I of a free government.

. - ble i oAt
fpiric of liberty is a living principle, EE:E;H preferve their {pirit of 1=

Elhanan Winchester, 4 Plain Political Catechism
Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of
America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)




Infidels? Or citizens?

Elhanan Winchester, A Plain Political Catechism

Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of

America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of
the Federal Government, Are Laid Down and Explained,
in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10103)

his wheat, tending to deftroy it, or
almoft totally to hinder its growth.
QUESTION LIX.

Car infidels, oin o according 1o
their own principles, be looked wupon as
Laithful citizens, or good fubjects of
government, or the true friends of
mankind 2 >

ANSWER,

No, by no means ; for it cannot

be expedted that they who caft the

~v laws of God himfelf behind their

back, and trample his authority bold-
ly nnder thﬁ:ir fect, fhould pay much
regard to the coftitution of their
country, or the wifeft and beft Jaws

that can be framed by men. For they
can make as good an excufe for not
receiving them, as they can for re-
jecting divine revelation, as has been
obferved before. Belides, it is very

obvious, that infidels adting confiftent-

[

Iy with their principles, cannot be
hithful citizens ; for it is a principle
with them, that no fuch thing as dif-
interefted benevolence exifts in the
world, which isa full confeflion that
they have none; and, without difin-

terefted benevolence, there can be no
' R [ v onfF Lilhprisr -
patriotifm, nor true love of liberty :

for all fincere lovers of their country,
mult 2ét from true pririclplts of difin-

' terefted benevolence, or very ht.tlc—:‘
' would ever be done for the gt}nd of

|
|
|
|

| oreatelt ingratitude.
! greatelt gl afl _

mankind : for much of the real labor
of true pﬁtrints is concealed irom Fl1e
obfervation of the people at large :
and very frequently the beft m}d. no-
bleft actions of the lovers of their
. are afcribed to ‘uﬁ-'l‘ﬂl"fgl‘ :::1:;

o e i _
even death, for
t ought to baye

country,

{uffer difgrace; ;&!'Hfl
thofe very deeds tha




New England Primer, “In e
Adam’s Fall We Sinned All.” Pl v '. o

In Adam’s Fall

The New-England Primer Improved, for the More Easy
Attaining the True Reading of English. to Which Is Added,
the Assembly of Divines' Catechism, Boston1785.
(Courtesy of Houghton Library)
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Infidels? Or citizens?

any means be lodged in the hands of

infidels, (and they appear to be remark-
ably fond of it,} they would foon for-
bid the profeflion of chriftianity, and
the public worfhip of Ged, and per-
fecute to death, all that would not
bow to them ; and would not ftop
{hort of downright atheifm in religion,
and the moft dreadiul fyftem of hor-
rid tyranny in government. There-
fore, let America beware of infideli-
ty, which is the moft dangerous ene-
my that fhe has to conteft with at bre-
feat, and the only foe that (he has
reafon to be afraid of ; a5 it aims at
the entire deftru@ion of all that is va-
luable and dear to us, and prevails in
a moft alarming manner, '
QUESTION LXIL

E}' what seans HIaY ﬁgﬁ:fﬁ'fs'.-:ﬂ}* be
checked, s and Eyrdnny be i"f?:*‘e;-‘i',-‘;’j”i."-' ed

¥yl B erly
Judgment 18 propeti

learn to think for thﬁmitlves. - ’]iq]fl“:_
. will they feeon onc hand, the folly ©

o= ] «T r
roaching on our privileges, and

. : -- I-II . [ ]
pion, and genuine liberty,

iy
A L i) F_rr L g 1
which muft fand and fall togetber)
oF of oF st #

I
bz

preferved and mamtained in this
luntry §
ANSWER.
One of the beft methods is freely
to encourage the mvelti gatiunlﬂf tru"g'l:,
and a liberal enquiry into the prin-

‘ciples of religion, liberty, govern-

ment, the conftitution of our country,

'&c. And inftead of forbidding youth

the kuowledge of thefe things, let
them be early inftruéted into ﬁ]ﬂch
excellent pﬂiﬁts of wli"dﬂ_ﬂ".u f'-‘lt}d train-
ed up in the {tri¢t practice of all mo-

| ral wirtues ; let them be t'ﬂught (s iE;ﬂ
" with their own eyes ; and when their

]'il‘_tt:]‘lﬁ?d , let them

g ]
fuperftition, and on the -:}thEt',l‘E“htf
madnefs of infidelity, and will wifely
avoid them both. So they may attain
fuch knowledge and virtue, as never
to be the dupes of defigning men,
(who, while they promife their adhe-

rents liberty and happinefs, are, them-
{elves, the {laves of corruption, vice,
and mifery, | but be an honor to them-
[clves, their parents, their country,
their religion, and their God ; good
citizens, good politicians, and good
chriftians. |
QUESTION LXII.
What are the great and im;

Elhanan Winchester, 4 Plain Political Catechism Intended for the Use of Schools, in the United States of America: Wherein the Great Principles of Liberty, and of the Federal

Government, Are Laid Down and Explained, in the Way of Question and Answer, Philadelphia, 1796.



"L’enseignement mutuel ou Histoire de
l'introduction et de la propagation de cette méthode”
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1818

Joseph Hamel, L enseignement mutuel ou
Histoire de l'introduction et de la propagation de
cette méthode, Paris, 1818. (© Fondation vaudoise

du patrimoine scolaire, Yverdon-les-Bains)



Joseph Lancaster Papers

1796-1840

Joseph Lancaster papers, 1796-1840.

(Courtesy American Antiquarian Society)
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Upcoming Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT: August 3at7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
e We will be joined by Barbara Perry (University of Virginia) to discuss

materials related to twentieth-century voting rights.

BOOK BREAKS: July 9at2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
e Chad Williams will discuss his book The Wounded World: W. E. B.

Du Bois and the First World War.

TEACHER SEMINARS
* Registration is still open for seven of our online Teacher Seminars; visit

gilderlehrman.org/ teacherseminars to learn more about current

offerings and email seminars@gilderlehrman.org with any questions.




