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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.
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Barbara Perry
Barbara A. Perry is the Gerald L. Baliles Professor and Director of
Presidential Studies at the University of Virginia’s Miller Center,
where she co-chairs the Presidential Oral History Program. She
served as the Judicial Fellow at the U.S. Supreme Court and
received the Justice Tom C. Clark Award as the outstanding
fellow. Professor Perry has authored or edited seventeen books,
including Freedom and the Court: Civil Rights and Liberties in the
United States (2003), with Henry J. Abraham; The Michigan
Affirmative Action Cases (2007); Edward M. Kennedy: An Oral
History (2018); and Unlikely Allies: How Eleanor Roosevelt and
Jack Kennedy Brokered a Deal to Win the Presidency and Launch a
New Era for Women’s Rights (forthcoming). Dr. Perry is a
frequent commentator for national and international media and
served as the lead expert for CNN’s documentary The Kennedys.



Daniel Pecoraro

Daniel Pecoraro is a Senior Program Manager at the
Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. Along
with being the project lead for The Right to Vote: The
Role of States and the US Constitution, he is responsible
for the management of the Institute's online Teacher
Seminars along with various other professional
development programs. A proud alumnus of the New
York City public school system from kindergarten
through graduate school, he received his BA in History
from the Macaulay Honors College at Hunter College
and his MA in History from Hunter College.



Zoya Siddiqui

Zoya Siddiqui is a curatorial intern at the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American History. She is a
senior majoring in history at New York University and
is interested in American constitutional history during
the twentieth century. She hopes to continue to
pursue her passion for both history and constitutional
law in the future.



About The Right to Vote

The Right to Vote:
The Role of States 

and the US Constitution

A new suite of resources and programming
for high school students, their teachers, and
the general public



The Right to Vote:
The Role of States 

and the US Constitution

Key Project Takeaways

States primarily determine voting requirements.
The right to vote is fundamental to
representative democracy.
Voting rights have expanded significantly since
the Constitution was ratified in 1789.
Throughout American history, people have
fought to gain and keep the right to vote, while
others have fought to limit its extension.



Resource Suite: 
gilderlehrman.org/right-to-vote

The Right to Vote:
The Role of States 

and the US Constitution



The Right to Vote:
The Role of States 

and the US Constitution

Who Can Vote? A Brief History of Voting Rights
in the US, a new seven-panel exhibition on the
history of voting rights from the founding era to
the twenty-first century

Apply to host the exhibition for free at
gilderlehrman.org/whocanvoteapp

Resource Suite



Special Events

The Right to Vote:
The Role of States 

and the US Constitution

Sign up for livestream at
gilderlehrman.org/votingrightslivestream



Today's Documents

Literacy test questions & voting rights materials, March 1955
(Civil Rights Movement Archive)

National Equipment Co. pin, ca. 1900 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09764)

John F. Kennedy to Robert D. Moran, May 14, 1957
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09784)



Literacy test questions & voting rights materials
March 1955

Literacy test questions & voting rights
materials, March 1955 (Civil Rights

Movement Archive)



Thurgood Marshall
January 28, 1976

Official portraits of the 1976 U.S. Supreme Court:
Justice Thurgood Marshall, January 28, 1976 

(Library of Congress)



"The Awakening"
February 20, 1915

The Awakening, February 20, 1915 
(Library of Congress)



Vote "Yes"
November 3, 1914

Vote "Yes,"  November 3, 1914 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10091)



Women's Suffrage Pins
ca. 1900

National Equipment Co. pin, ca. 1900 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09764)

Pin opposed to woman suffrage, ca. 1900
 (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10090)



“A white woman
has only one handicap to overcome—
that of sex. I have two—both sex and

race. I belong to the only group in
this country which has two such huge
obstacles to surmount. Colored men

have only one—that of race.”

"A Colored Woman in a White World"
1940

Mary Church Terrell, A Colored Woman in a
White World, 1940

 
Mary Church Terrell, ca. 1880 

(Library of Congress)



Joint Resolution of Congress 
June 4, 1919

Joint Resolution of Congress proposing a constitutional
amendment extending the right of suffrage to women,

approved June 4, 1919 (National Archives)

“The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by

any State on account of sex.”



The Literary Digest
1928

The Snyder Act was passed in
1924 and granted citizenship

to more than 100,000
Indigenous Americans. In

1928, the Literary Digest
published an article detailing

the population of Indigenous
peoples in different states to

highlight the law’s impact. 

The Literary Digest 98, No. 12, September 22, 1928
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10083)



Protests in Selma
1965

Associated Press, Charge, March 8, 1965
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09734.05)

Associated Press, Whites Join Negro Protest, March 6, 1965
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09734.03)



President Lyndon Johnson signing the Voting Rights Act
 August 6, 1965

Associated Press, President Lyndon Johnson signing the Voting Rights Act, August 6, 1965. 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09752)



John F. Kennedy to Robert D. Moran
May 14, 1957

John F. Kennedy to Robert D. Moran, May 14, 1957 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09784)

“In my opinion, this is a matter which
should continue to be within the

jurisdiction of the individual States,
inasmuch as each State can best judge
the qualifications of its own voters.”

" If I Were 21 I'd Vote for Johnson," 1964 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute,

GLC09750)
 "You Fight & Die But Can't Vote at 18," n.d. 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09915)

"If I Were 18 I'd Vote for Pres. Nixon," 1972 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09749)



Upcoming Programs

Who Can Vote Exhibition
If you liked this program and are interested in hosting the exhibition, apply
at https://www.gilderlehrman.org/whocanvoteapp. 

We are especially looking for venues to host from November 27 - January 5th. 
Apply by September 25th to be considered for this time slot!

The Right to Vote: Professional Development Programs
October 11, 8:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m. ET
October 14, 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. ET

Prof. Bertrall Ross (University of Virginia) and Patience LeBlanc (2017 Texas
History Teacher of the Year) will discuss the history of voting rights.



Upcoming Programs
Inside the Vault: September 7 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

We will be joined by Dr. Eliga Gould (University of New Hampshire) to
discuss materials related to the Treaty of Paris of 1783.

Book Breaks: August 6 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
Claire Rydell Arcenas will discuss her book America’s Philosopher: John
Locke in American Intellectual Life.

MA in American History
Sign up for The Kennedy Era with  Professor Barbara Perry on offer
during the fall 2023 semester of the Gettysburg College–Gilder
Lehrman MA in American History. 

Applications are open year round, click here  to begin your application:
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-and-events/ma-american-history/apply.


