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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.
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Holly Mayer
Holly A. Mayer, professor emerita of history at Duquesne
University, was also the 2021-2022 Charles Boal Ewing Chair in
Military History at the United States Military Academy, West
Point, and the Harold K. Johnson Chair at the US Army War
College in 2016-2017. Her interests include the social, cultural,
and military attributes of eighteenth-century North America,
which appear in her books Congress’s Own: A Canadian Regiment,
the Continental Army, and American Union (University of
Oklahoma Press, 2021), Belonging to the Army: Camp Followers
and Community during the American Revolution (University of
South Carolina Press, 1996), and, as editor, Women Waging War
in the American Revolution (University of Virginia Press, 2022).
Mayer also co-edited (with David E. Shi) For the Record: A
Documentary History of America (W.W. Norton, multiple
editions).



Today's Documents

Tench Tilghman to Samuel Shaw,
September 11, 1782.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History,  GLC02437.01597)

Tench Tilghman to Samuel Shaw,
September 9, 1782.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History,
GLC02437.01591)

Samuel Shaw to Tench Tilghman,
September 10, 1782.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American
History, GLC02437.01595)

Order to the Commissary for the arrearage of
provisions due to Mrs. Corbin of the Invalids,

September 14, 1782.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American

History, GLC02437.01611)



The Women of ‘76
1856

Currier & Ives, The Women of ‘76: “Molly Pitcher” The Heroine of Monmouth, New York, 1856.
(Library of Congress)

“Molly” was a nickname
“Molly Pitcher” vs Captain Molly
Generalizations vs specifics



The Heroine of Monmouth
1876

Currier & Ives, The Heroine of Monmouth, 1876.
(Library of Congress)

History & heritage
How should this and
previous images be
interpreted?



Map of Fort Washington
November 16, 1776

William Faden, A topographical map of the North[er]n part of New York Island,
Exhibiting the Plan of Fort Washington..., March 1, 1777. (, The Gilder Lehrman

Institute of American History, GLC03237)



 Revolutionary War Artillery

Were cannons difficult to
handle?

placement
targeting
firing

Followers’ ability to step in as
gunners?

John Norman, “A Variety of Artillery Pieces and Other Ordnance,”
in John Muller, A Treatise on Artillery . . . , Philadelphia, 1779.

(Library of Congress)



 Revolutionary War Artillery

Encyclopaedia Britannica; or, A dictionary of arts and sciences, compiled upon a new
plan ..., 1771. (National Library of Scotland)

C.Y. Turner, Molly Pitcher,  n.d..
(National Park Service)



Battle of Fort Washington
November 16, 1776

Davies, Thomas, A View of the Attack against Fort Washington and Rebel
Redouts near New York on the 16 of November 1776 by the British and Hessian

Brigades. ca. 1776-1812. (New York Public Library)



What happened next?

Captivity & release 
Administrative
recognition of Corbin
in 1779 & 1780
Rations, clothing, &
payments
Placement: where did
she belong? John Hills, This Plan of the City of Philadelphia and Its Environs (Showing the Improved Parts) . . . , 1797.

(Library of Congress)



Created April 21, 1777
Led by Colonel Lewis Nicola 
Comprised of soldiers who were
wounded but continued to serve
Soldiers received full military pay while
they were serving
Corbin was with the Invalid Corps by
summer 1780 (likely earlier)

Invalid Corps

 Archibald M. Willard,  The Spirit of ’76,  1875.
(The Diplomatic Reception Rooms, U.S. Department of State, Washington, D.C.)



West Point

Invalid Corps posted to
West Point, 1781
Part of corps remained
after army discharged in
1783

West Point, 1783.
(Library of Congress)



Tench Tilghman to Samuel Shaw
September 9, 1782

Tench Tilghman to Samuel Shaw, September 9, 1782.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC02437.01591)

“I would ever wish to pay proper attention
to the business of Ladies, but without I am
acquainted with the Resolve of the 6 July
1779 in favr of Mrs. [Margaret] Corbin, I
cannot tell what it is she wants - We have

not the Resolves of that date with us.”



Samuel Shaw to Tench Tilghman
September 10, 1782

Samuel Shaw to Tench Tilghman, September 10, 1782.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC02437.01595)



Tench Tilghman to Samuel Shaw
September 11, 1782

Tench Tilghman to Samuel Shaw, September 11, 1782.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History,  GLC02437.01597)



Order to the Commissary for the
arrearage of provisions due to
Mrs. Corbin of the Invalids
September 14, 1782

Order to the Commissary for the arrearage of provisions due to Mrs. Corbin of
the Invalids, September 14, 1782.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC02437.01611)



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault: December 7 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
We will be joined by Dr. Barbara Perry (University of Virginia) to discuss
materials related to Harry Truman and the rise of Joseph McCarthy in 1950.

Book Breaks: November 5 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
 Edward L. Ayers will discuss his book, American Visions: The United
States, 1800–1860.

Military History Prize Livestream December 4 at 6:30 p.m. ET (3:30 p.m. PT)

 Awarded to Bruce Henderson for his book, Bridge to the Sun: The Secret Role of
the Japanese Americans Who Fought in the Pacific in WWII.
View the livestream of the award ceremony featuring a conversation between
Craig L. Symonds, chair of the 2022 prize committee, and Bruce Henderson.


