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How to Participate

Leave

e If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
o We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

* The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy

* Your microphone is automatically muted.
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Dr. Sarah Keyes

Sarah Keyes is a historian of the United States. She
specializes in the nineteenth century and the history of
the US West. Her first book, American Burial
Ground: A New History of the Overland Trail, was
published by the University of Pennsylvania Press in
October 2023. American Burial Ground places death
at the center of the history of the Overland Trail and,

in doing so, offers a sweeping and long overdue

reinterpretation of this historic touchstone.




Today’s Documents

Purw’'s Ouerland Guide,

FROM THIE

U. 8. INDIAN SUB-AGENCY, COUNCIL BLUFES,
ON THE MISSOURI RIVER,

TO THE

CITY OF SACRAMENTO, IN CALIFORNIA:

CONTAINING

A @able of Mistances,

AND BHOWING ALL THE

RIVER®, CAEEKE, LAKES, BFRINGH, MOUNTAING, HILLS,
CAMPING-PLACES, AND OTHER PROMINENT OBIECTH
WITH REMARKSE ON THE COUNTRY, ROADS, TIM-
BELN, GRASSES, CURIOSITIES, ETC., THE EN-

TIRE ROUTE HAVING BEEN TRACKED BY A
ROAD-MEASURER, AND THE DISTANCES
FROM FLACE TO PLACE, AND FROM
THE MISE0URT RIVER, ACCU=

BATELY ASCERTAINED.

Tith & Complete anv Aecuvate Mayp.

BY HOSEA B. HORN.

NEW YORK:
PUBLISHED BY J. H. COLTON,
NO. 86 CEDAR STREET.

1852,

Horn’s Overland Guide to California and Oregon, 1852.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.01)

- i &, ¥ P o 3
i IEy d—t;:,-..i.--'l:.- f-h.--r.-t;'.?'m Ll o N PV g G Ol Gl G R

'-:':"’:’e'fi'-'-'r"'rr?. P R

c_,._,.-""'.f." P /{"E'.:--..-"..-'i:-r;_,. o _,..-.:: it

SO E

'..-;';".-".f' _.-_'1-"3;" Sl sl i RS
~ J

W

!'-"':...l"'-:::n'lI o p-l"i"-l!'--il;\: Fodl .:'I.i-:-f; I’H-':" ',.l'..nll'l'q_-:' -Jr._. fl""-l'l'.l'-f.-l.- ,.ul":l'ii.l'ﬂ!.'c_n L-"l:rl-l\. .I'--:'-::
&

& fﬁ*g‘f’vﬁifﬁnuu He. et fonesdiilia Kosred Ly i

: ;‘l'-‘l""ﬁ'f 'J'I-I.f'.-q.-'-r:;" Srpl e At -"'J..'.-L'.-:i I . /{.

’;.-r' ."llll_,.:..,...;.-' !
VA A
Ll FALE. b i Pt Fi -"'II__.- PR e g i s Fald T O Sy

Jﬁ.a-kerj'ffi.fﬂ B t‘}j’/w.}-f:t-wfr’t;'; e terits, Uin Edran i o
[ # f

L
f:/'-l"l'fﬂ dﬁ!r"' a2 i"l'h'ul" ,."I-:lul"_l.":; ﬂrﬂd"lr;i-'il L ,"-"Fl"a £, -Ill,l'-;,-.-a-l_.l - ,l‘?)

evead “dvadii. At '.;:-f":ir-.r,.-";-; ’;-“"'IIL’-.'- fee t"rf*.r--:rpL;;a...,n;

j;ﬁ,.. n{{? doe ot bl .";.- i _1.."'.'1'# Sk et o .:fr,:.- _;-.;._J ARt bodte e Ler,

o it

f:ifdf eil ."1-1'-:.-""!-",;} i, K et e M Bl e .k A .h_-.r__.-.-;f.; ._q-,-,-_ Lol
.

fﬂ-fl‘l{"h F-"-;.-t:-i"i;,_ul'{-"fﬁ-'hf'ff:ha-f'_ _..r‘r.l{l‘!'!.- LR ér-:-.:-- = ,.J;‘:er---q_.ff* o, I'FJ.‘l—d

-r""d"/l'-'-l-r L F T ﬂw:ﬂf-#ﬂ adt Favad 1.-1-".-:" § o et~ fead i JF

- ] P “ - e
ﬁoﬂ-urrﬁ-.ﬁ L Fig & f-"'l-&r - I!d:l"'lf".l:,i A= gre G Erlll:i'r- .I'If!-ﬂ-f:, PR 7= _‘.IF.:J':-"HF_,-F'I

! Hitees ploett. La e J'I'n'-i.'.-'-irff-'l--'i"'-r.-" fisg v T

/ hnal A clepa

.E?;'- .H:L-E,-Ep-'f 't—-."l-ld;r Fhoai g -{ FER L .r‘:;q'_ o .i'r.ﬂ-.-'f‘-;:-' L ,.*'.ﬁnnp “{Jr_'h-:l'i'_ a-_d:{l-l‘-L

r

. ' ] ) .
FRLL -l"l.-"‘-ll'!ﬂ.. ﬂ‘:‘l-‘.'-? Lot ol et _rf..'bp'; .f'f: .A}';;."_.f_ IF.- Fadddar, e
’ i

o .?:' Aty .:'..-_..p-- Fe OF T, .-‘.nl:n'..-".;,.:l--{_._l ol ] -.-:'1:'-;-:.;..-":':':" L o b g }:-
F B - —

& 7 - ¥ . 7
A -nf--"r'--"'-"-f? Pty G :_,rir A Graet el o ‘f{.rn-r- Al el
' i

-

J : :
PRLLE o Hedlety oy iawi. flodra L':_,l'" FTTERE  IR B ke o T O ¥ 1w

lIl' r |".
P A G I.EJL; o r:: i |"l-.- e FELAAL fi-"-{'.l..’ ¥ r.li _r."_ ?MUJM_LJE'I'

¥
3 ] e Fl F ] L -
L{.l..l-;}_l‘:- o If"-..‘:. A it R e E_.n'_,:‘..l'l i I e ":j"u-f-fl- Al e :l:-c R
Y i
. i
ielllis.
= [ 4_._.|l|_.._:..,ﬂi¢.-'|...;|"£l- WS T et ..-f'ji:\:l e
ST e F B e ;‘ ' .I'-I:_

o P -"':-:-_- o P, Ciles Ly

.'h
Ad Lol Fido pawiley

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

William Alden to his mother, October 2, 1864.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC02831.41)
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Horn’s Overland Guide

1852

Hosea B. Horn, Horn's Overland Guide to
California and Oregon, 1852.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.01)
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Purw’'s Ouerland Guide,

FROM THE

U. 8. INDIAN SUB-AGENCY, COUNCIL BLUFES,
ON THE MISSOURI RIVER,

TO THE

CITY OF SACRAMENTO, IN CALIFORNIA :

CONTAINING

A Table of Mistances,

ANT SHOWING ALL THE

RIVERS, CREEKS, LAKES, SPRINGS, MOUNTAINS, HILLS,
CAMPING-PLACES, AND OTHER PROMINENT OBJECTS ;
WITH REMARKS ON THE COUNTRY, ROADS, TIM-
BERS, GIRLASSES, CURIOSITIES, ETC.; THE EN-
TIRE ROUTE HAVING BEEN TRACKED BY A
ROAD-MEASURER, AND THE DISTANCES
FROM FPLACE TO PLACE, AND FROM
THE MISS0URI RIVER, ACCU-

RATELY ASCERTAINED.

TWh a Complete and NAeccuvate fap.

BY HOSEA B. HORN.

NEW YORK:
PUBLISHED BY J. H. COLTON,
NO. 86 CEDAR STREE'T.

1852,
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Map from Horn's Overland Guide
1852
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Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn’s
Overland Guide to California and Oregon,” 1852.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)
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Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn’s Overland Guide to California and Oregon,” 1852.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)



Map from Horn's Overland Guide

1852

Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn’s

Overland Guide to California and Oregon,”
1852. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)
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Map from Horn’s Overland Guide
1852
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Advertisement from Horn'’s Overland Guide
1852

Great Bargains

Can be made buying Improved Farms in the vicinity of
Couwncin Brurrs and KanesviLLe, of the Mormons, who
are desirous of selling out, to join their friends at Salt
Lake City. No portion of the great fertile West 1s better
adapted to grain growing and grazing, 18 any better

watered, or has a finer climate. From three fo six hun-
dred dollars will buy an excellent farm there. Emigrants

would do well to look at this region of country beforg-
purchasing elsewhere.

Hosea B. Horn,Advertisement from Horn’s Overland Guide to California and Oregon,1852.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.01, pg78)



Samuel Russell
1835-1896

e Farmer and lumber salesman

® Born in Canada, lived in Missouri

* Emigrated in Mormon Settlement in 1861

* Joined “down-and-back” wagon train in 1862

® Served a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints between 1882 and 1883

* Foughtin Black Hawk War in 1866




The Homestead Act

® The act established three steps:
o File an application for up to 160 acres
© Farm on the land
o After tive years, file for the deed of the land
® Union soldiers could use the time they served as part of the
five-year requirement.
o Citizens who had “borne arms” against the government

were not eligible.
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters

June 10, 1862 ,
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
Tune 10, 1862

“the driver of one of the wagons went down under it |

but Luckily for him the water was deep, he was
missing sometime but at lenth poked his head up
through a hole large enough for a prairie dog

between the Oxen one of which was strugling in the

water the other hanging on the Bridge.”
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
Tune 10, 1862

“The next night we camped at Cache Cave
& I saw six name scratched therein. The
next morning early we made yellow creek
this we found about 300 yds in width
Murdock had just got through and left it

nothing but a bed of mortar & water”
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters

June 10, 1862

“The best illustration I can give of it is the

answer one of our boys gave to a man who

enquired; how we came over Hams fork,

We did not come over it sir, we came under

GILDER LEHRMAN

INSTITUTE
of
AMERICAN HISTORY

it, was the answer.”

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
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“This letter has been written with something like a sharp stick in one
hand and the paper in the other a position I seldom ever wrote in

betore so you need not criticise to heavily as my paper is scarce”
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)



Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
Tune 10, 1862

“My principal individual troubles so far has been Boils. One
in particular, of considerable magnitude, has been a source
of great annoyance his location being near the top of the
saddles (especialy when I am in it) thereby causing me to
assume a position resembling the cavalier, heavy on the

stirrups & somewhat on a perpendicularity.”

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)



William H. Alden
b. 1844

® Born in Iowa

e Wrote to his family while on the Sully Expedition

* [ed by Alfred Sully, the expedition was the largest
military campaign against Plains Indians to this date.

o Expedition ordered by President Abraham Lincoln
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Fort Rice

e Established July 7, 1864, by Sully
® In Dakota Territory (1861)
e Now the state of North Dakota
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o First of a string of forts P

e Established to guard northern routes

Map of Fort Rice, published in Outline Descriptions of the Posts in
the Military Division of the Missouri, Commanded by Lieutenant
General P. H. Sheridan, 1876. (The Newberry Library)
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Map from Horn's Overland Guide
1852
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Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn’s
Overland Guide to California and Oregon,”
1852. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)




William Alden o hiS mother
September 9, 1864

AMERICAN HISTORY

William Alden to his mother,
September 9, 1864.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute,
GLC02831.40)




William Alden to his mother
September 9, 1864

“We have had two tights
with the Indians this
summer fought them once
for three days in succession

but finally whipped them.”

William Alden to his mother, September 9, 1864.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC02831.40)



William Alden to his mother
October 2, 1864

William Alden to his
mother, October 2, 1864.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute,
GLC02831.41)
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William Alden to his mother
October 2, 1864

“...an emigrant train for Idaho came along
from Minnesota and claimed an escort
through to the mountains and the
Commander of the post Col. Dill sent out 45
men to escort them through the Indian
country...the Indians attacked them and kept
them surround about two weeks before relief

could be got out to them.”

William Alden to his mother, October 2, 1864.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC02831.41)



Today’s Documents

Purw’s Ouerlond Guide,

FROM THIE

U. 8. INDIAN SUB-AGENCY, COUNCIL BLUFES,
ON THE MISSOURI RIVER,

TO THE

CITY OF SACRAMENTO, IN CALIFORNIA:

CONTAINING

A Table of Mistances,

ARND BHOWING ALL THE

RIVERE, CREEKE, LAKES, 8PRINGS, MOU KTAINS, HILLS,
CAMPING-PLACES, AND OTHER PROMINENT DHJEGT'H,'
WITH REMARKE ON THE COUNTRY, ROA DS, TIM-
BEILN, GRASSES, CURIOSITIES, ETC.  THE EN-

TIRE ROUTE HAVING BDEEN TRACKED BY A
ROAD-MEASURER, AND THE DISTANCES
FROM FLACE TO PLACE, AND FROM
THE MISS0OURI RIVER, ACCU=

BATELY ASCERTAINED,

Tith a Complete ant Aecuvate Mayp.

BY HOSEA B. HORN.

NEW YORK:
PUBLISHED BY J. H. COLTON,
NO. 86 CEDAR STREET.

1852,

Horn’s Overland Guide to California and Oregon, 1852.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.01)
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Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

Lehrman Institute, GLC02831.41)
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Upcoming Programs

BOOK BREAKS:

 March 10 at2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT) Dr. Brooke Barbier will discuss K7ng
Hancock: The Radical Influence of a Moderate Founding Father

e March 17 at2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT) Dr. Sarah Keyes will discuss her book,
American Burial Ground: A New History of the Overland Trail



