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Sarah Keyes is a historian of the United States. She
specializes in the nineteenth century and the history of
the US West. Her first book, American Burial
Ground: A New History of the Overland Trail, was
published by the University of Pennsylvania Press in
October 2023. American Burial Ground places death
at the center of the history of the Overland Trail and,
in doing so, offers a sweeping and long overdue
reinterpretation of this historic touchstone.

Dr. Sarah Keyes



Today’s Documents

 Horn’s Overland Guide to California and Oregon, 1852. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.01)

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

William Alden to his mother, October 2, 1864.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute,  GLC02831.41)



Horn’s Overland Guide
1852

Hosea B. Horn, Horn’s Overland Guide to
California and Oregon, 1852. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.01)



Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn’s
Overland Guide to California and Oregon,” 1852. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)

Map from Horn’s Overland Guide 
1852



Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn’s Overland Guide to California and Oregon,” 1852.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)

Fremont’s Route



Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn’s
Overland Guide to California and Oregon,”

1852. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)

Map from Horn’s Overland Guide 
1852



Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn's Overland
Guide to California and Oregon,” 1852.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)

Map from Horn’s Overland Guide 
1852

“All the Indian Tribes under the
protection of the United States

recognize a Head or principal Cheif
through whom all trasactions with
the Government are conducted”



 Hosea B. Horn, “Map to
Illustrate Horn’s Overland
Guide to California and
Oregon,” 1852.
(The Newberry Library)



Hosea B. Horn,Advertisement from Horn’s Overland Guide to California and Oregon,1852. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.01, pg78)

Advertisement  from  Horn’s Overland Guide 
1852



Samuel Russell

Farmer and lumber salesman
Born in Canada, lived in Missouri
Emigrated in Mormon Settlement in 1861
Joined “down-and-back” wagon train in 1862
Served a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints between 1882 and 1883
Fought in Black Hawk War in 1866

1835-1896



The Homestead Act

The act established three steps: 
File an application for up to 160 acres
Farm on the land
After five years, file for the deed of the land

Union soldiers could use the time they served as part of the
five-year requirement.
Citizens who had “borne arms” against the government
were not eligible.



Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
June 10, 1862

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

“We were one & half days in crossing all this
time in water & mud from knee deep up to
our necks & often swimming & that water

running through snow banks then in sight,”



Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
June 10, 1862

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

“we had 13 turnovers,  30 or 40 times to
unload stuck wagons, after hitching on

oxen and breaking by chains ’till we found
it would not pay, One individual wagon
has been to unload 11 different  times”



“the driver of one of the wagons went down under it
but Luckily for him the water was deep, he was

missing sometime but at lenth poked his head up
through a hole large enough for a prairie dog

between the Oxen one of which was strugling in the
water the other hanging on the Bridge.”

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
June 10, 1862

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)



Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
June 10, 1862

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

“The next night we camped at Cache Cave
& I saw six name scratched therein. The

next morning early we made yellow creek
this we found about 300 yds in width

Murdock had just got through and left it
nothing but a bed of mortar & water”



Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
June 10, 1862

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

“The best illustration I can give of it is the
answer one of our boys gave to a man who
enquired; how we came over Hams fork,

We did not come over it sir, we came under
it, was the answer.”



Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
June 10, 1862

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

“This letter has been written with something like a sharp stick in one
hand and the paper in the other a position I seldom ever wrote in
before so you need not criticise to heavily as my paper is scarce”



Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters
June 10, 1862

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

“My principal individual troubles so far has been Boils. One
in particular, of considerable magnitude, has been a source

of great annoyance his location being near the top of the
saddles (especialy when I am in it) thereby causing me to
assume a position resembling the cavalier, heavy on the

stirrups & somewhat on a perpendicularity.”



William H. Alden

Born in Iowa
Wrote to his family while on the Sully Expedition
Led by Alfred Sully, the expedition was the largest
military campaign against Plains Indians to this date. 
Expedition ordered by President Abraham Lincoln

b. 1844



Fort Rice

Map of Fort Rice,  published in Outline Descriptions of the Posts in
the Military Division of the Missouri, Commanded by Lieutenant

General P. H. Sheridan, 1876. (The Newberry Library)

Established July 7, 1864, by Sully
 In Dakota Territory (1861) 
Now the state of North Dakota
First of a string of forts
Established to guard northern routes



Map from  Horn’s Overland Guide 
1852

Hosea B. Horn, “Map to Illustrate Horn’s
Overland Guide to California and Oregon,”

1852. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.02)



September 9, 1864

William Alden to his mother,
September 9, 1864. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute,  
GLC02831.40)

William Alden to his mother



William Alden to his mother
September 9, 1864

William Alden to his mother, September 9, 1864. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute,  GLC02831.40)

“We have had two fights
with the Indians this

summer fought them once
for three days in succession
but finally whipped them.”



William Alden to his mother
October 2, 1864

William Alden to his
mother, October 2, 1864. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute,  
GLC02831.41)



October 2, 1864

William Alden to his mother, October 2, 1864. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute,  GLC02831.41)

“...an emigrant train for Idaho came along
from Minnesota and claimed an escort

through to the mountains and the
Commander of the post Col. Dill sent out 45

men to escort them through the Indian
country...the Indians attacked them and kept
them surround about two weeks before relief

could be got out to them.”

William Alden to his mother



Today’s Documents

 Horn’s Overland Guide to California and Oregon, 1852. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04152.01)

Samuel Russell to his mother and sisters, June 10, 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05493.01)

William Alden to Mother, October 2, 1864. (Gilder
Lehrman Institute,  GLC02831.41)



Upcoming Programs

March 10 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT) Dr. Brooke Barbier will discuss King
Hancock: The Radical Influence of a Moderate Founding Father
March 17 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT) Dr. Sarah Keyes will discuss her book,
American Burial Ground: A New History of the Overland Trail

Book breaks:


