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How to Participate

* If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
o We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

* The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy
* Your microphone is automatically muted.

* Your camera is automatically turned oft.
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Dr. Deborah Dash Moore

Deborah Dash Moore is Frederick G. L. Huetwell Professor of History and
Professor of Judaic Studies at the University of Michigan. She specializes in
twentieth-century urban Jewish history. Three of her monographs form a
trilogy, moving from studying second-generation New York Jews to
examining the lives of Jewish American soldiers in World War II,
culminating in a history of migration that carried Jews to Miami and Los
Angeles after the war. GI Jews: How World War II Changed a Generation
served as the basis for a documentary. Her recent book, Walkers in the City:
Jewish Street Photographers of Mid-Century New York (2023), winner of a
National Jewish Book Award, extends her interest to photography. She

serves as editor-in-chiet of The Posen Library of Jewish Culture and

Civilization, a ten-volume anthology of original sources translated into

English from the biblical period to 2005.
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Melanie Meyers

Melanie Meyers is the Deputy Director and Chair of Collections
and Engagement at The American Jewish Historical Society.
Prior to joining AJHS in 2018, she was the Senior Manager for
Reference and Outreach at The Center for Jewish History, New
York City. She has served as an instructor at The Palmer School

of Library and Information Science at Long Island University

and has worked with rare books and special collections in a
variety of settings, including private, non-profit, and academic

institutions.
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Today's Documents

o Excerpts from A Monthly Summary of Events and Trends in Race Relations
* Featured items from the Cecilia Razovsky papers

e Featured items from the Klausner papers



Dachau service

Recorded by Chaplin
Stevens, May 1945.
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Questions to Consider

 What is a displaced person?

e Why are they displaced?

 Where are the refugee camps?

e What is going to happen to
them?

| A young student tells a Dieburg Council member what he learned for
' theday, December 1946. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09956.15)




Timeline

May 8, 194
\% y E ’ i) September 2, 1945 November 20. 1945
B i End of World War II 7
(V-E Day) Start of Nuremberg Trials
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August 15, 1945
Victory over Japan Day
(V-] Day)

September 29, 1945

Harrison Report released




LIBERATION IN EUROPE

The jubilation, in some circles, about
the merely promising achievements of
San Francisco must be contrasted with
the actual news from Europe. Nazism has
been wiped off, but anti-Semitism has not
been eradicated. In such a situation legal
prescriptions, not to speak of moral dec-
larations, are powerless to change reality.
The storm-center is in Poland and in the
Balkans. Recently, Polish Jews liberated
from German concentration camps and re-
patriated to their home towns in Poland
returned to the camp stating that they
prefer to be there under military supervi-
sion rather than to remain in Poland
where a wave of anti-Semitic terror is
raging. (Jewish Post, August 24, 1945).
Some of the returnees reported that huge
posters “We want Poland for the Poles:
zo back, Jews!"” greeted them at the rail-
road station: that those without living
relatives were compelled to sleep on
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benches in the parks; and that massacres
have occurred in small towns and villages.
Similar outbreaks are reported from Slo-
vakia and from Hungary. Several Jews
were killed by a mob in an anti-Semitic
street demonstration in Presov, Slovakia:
the police arrived on the scene only after
the mob had done its work. (Jewish Post,
August 17, 1945) In Hungary, under-
ground anti-Semitic propaganda has in-
fluenced the man in the street to the point
where he blames the Jew rather than the
defeated fascist regime for economic inse-
curity and social dislocation. This trend
in thought is also apparent in Western
Europe especially in anti-Semitic street
demonstrations in France. (Life and Let-
ters, July 1945). Public opinion opposes
with particular vigor the extradition of
Gentile occupants of Jewish property
upon return of the former owners. (Jew-
ish Post, August 17, 1945)

Discrimination exists right in liberated
Germany and under the eyes of Allied oc-
cupation authorities. Sometimes, what ap-
pears to be equal treatment in fact is dis-
crimination—as for instance, in the case
of the German Jews who are treated on
an equal footing with the general German
population. They receive punitively low
food rations because they are considered
plain Germans but, having subsisted on a
starvation diet before, they succumb soon-
er than the Gentiles to such “non-discrim-
inatory” treatment. Isabella Blum, social-
ist member of the Belgian parliament, re-
ported that Jews in concentration camps
receive less food now than they did under
the Nazis because of the general economic
breakdown in the country. A recent re-
port from the correspondent of the inde-
pendent press service in Paris asserts that
11,000 Jewish inmates of Bergen-Belzen,
among them 7,000 women and 1,500 chil-
dren, sent a heart-rending message to
UNRRA Director Herbert Lehman, to be
rescued from the camp which they de-
scribed as hellish. They are still policed
by German guards and the municipality

A Monthly Summary of Events and Trends in Race Relations, August-September 1945. Published by
the Social Science Institute, Fisk University. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09640.263)




Map of Occupied Zones, circa
1940s. (Department of State,
Division of Map Intelligence and
Cartography. Courtesy Harry S.
Truman Library & Museum.)
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Kibbutz Buchenwald Displaced Persons Camp

Gebringshof, 1946. (Gilder
Lehrman Institute,
GLC09956.02)




Jewish refugees at Ziegenhain Camp
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Jewish refugees at Ziegenhain Camp, September 1946. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09956.06)




Babenhausen Displaced Persons Camp

Babenhausen Displaced Persons
Camp, 1946. (Gilder Lehrman
Institute, GLC09956.05)



Today's Documents

o Excerpts from A Monthly Summary of Events and Trends in Race Relations
* Featured items from the Cecilia Razovsky papers

e Featured items from the Klausner papers



MONTHLY SUMMARY

OF
EVENTS AND TRENDS

RACE RELATIONS

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1945

—_—
VOLUME 3 NUMBERS 1& 2

A Monthly Summary of Events and Trends in Race Relations, August-September 1945.
Published by the Social Science Institute, Fisk University.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09640.263)

IMMIGRATION

It seems probable that the refugees now
detained at Fort Ontario (Oswego, New
York) will soon be released and permitted
to reside in any part of the United States,
perhaps under a quota system. The Con-
gressional Committee on Immigration and
Naturalization has already acted on these
cases, but the decision has not yet been
published. (The Observer, July 20, 1945)

As to normal immigration procedure,
pre-war conditions have been restored.
Sole responsibility for the issuance of im-
migration visas to the United States rests
again with the American Consuls abroad.
An innovation is, however, that the as-
pirant has to procure documents which
show that he has the permission of his
home government to leave the country.
Considering the attitude of the Soviet Un-
ion and of the Soviet-influenced countries
in Eastern Europe which do not want
their citizens to emigrate, this means that
applications from inhabitants of those
countries where most European Jews live
are practically excluded from considera-
tion. New restrictions on Jewish emigra-
tion have recently been reported from the
Carpatho-Ukraina.




Cecilia Razovsky

Cecilia Razovsky Collection

(American Jewish Historical Society)
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Addressing the Vbiennial convention of the Wational Travelers Ald assocla-
tion hers yesterdsy, Mre, Cecilia Dawidaon gorrectly described American Ijlicy Loward
the problem of Turope's displaced persons as invelyvinz M A great den]l of talic tmt
1ittle aetion, IBeeauase it entails = temporary change in our present restrictions
on lmnigzratinn, ihe decision to admit asome of thesa displaced persons to the United
States resta with Congress, end wntil the other day Comgress lad shown no disposi-
tion to 2ct. At last, however, the leslizlatores zeem asbout to do somethins, if not
oL ch,

Ap Mro, Davidson, & consultant for the CJitizens Jommittee on Digplaced
Persons, memtioned. the Senate judieciary ssmmittos has juat anproved a hill, designed
to allew 100,000 carcfully-screened Buropean refugees to enbter thls country during

the next two . years. Ta set ouch a measure in perazpeetive, it should be remenbered

o

that there are currently ttﬂﬁt 13 million displaced persons living in campe through-
out Burepe wha ecapnot, for one reagen or ancther, be returned to their pre-war homes,
They constitute the "hard core" of the refugee problem.

Some of them are Jews, the wvictime of Hitlerism or of anti-Senitisn in
Bastern Burope, Some of then are Balts, refugees from Commnist tyranny in Latvis,
Entonis ond Litkusnin. Some of them are political libterals who have escaped from |
probable death at the hands of the seerst police in Poland, Tugoelaria snd ofhar
countries under Pussion dominetion., Many of them were successzful as professlonal
men, businesamen or farmers in their native lande. Approximately half of them are
under American care at the momeni--gnd ‘80 a charse onon the Amerdican tesxpavear.
Wagtern Burgpe, already densoly populotsd end in econcmic difficulties, can use wvery
fow of them.

When the magnitude of the problem became evident, considerable popular sup-

poTh developed In the Tnited Statec to adnit 2 pubatantial mumber of digplaced pérasns

of proven moral character and abllity. BEut the erxisting immigzratiosn lew, with ite




B. Konichesky to Abraham Klausner

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF LIBERATED JEWS
IN BAVARIA
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Postmaster N.3

Abraham Klausner (United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, courtesy of Herbert

Friedman)

B Konichesky to Abraham Klausner, December
18, 1945. (American Jewish Historical Society)




Morris Sandhaus to Miss Lever
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[.eo Srole to Folks
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Leo Srole to Folks, December 7, 1945.

(American Jewish Historical Society)

*3 : 7 Decemrber 1945,
~ines, the ”’11r net r for Americen soldiers, -1va

inz almost & full ecoluwmn tD my letter of re ﬁ:tlDﬂ from U.”UA, &nd even
the Trankfurt and ITunich radio stetions recdi n* th~ full text of mv letter,
I still can't be sure how the American press will treat it, But here is tae
whole story about it.

At tiie time I wrote yvou my last .Journzl clanter,{the population in the
Center lere was a little under H0ON", and as I 1nd1c1te then, we were already
badly overcrodded, About & month azo, Jews escapins from Polish nozroms be-
zan to nour in, Tlere was absolutely no nlace for them elsewhere, 30 thev
came to us; esvecizllvy as we are now known all over Euromne as trhe best Center
for Jews, Of course, we could not turn them out into the hishwavsg, so we
told them to squeeze in wherever thev could find space. First thev doubled up
in single beds (the onlv kind we've zot). Tren we put them into our Convale-
scent rome, whic:i 18 supnosed to be only for peomnle disclarced from our hos-
pital, Then, ajainst all our wishes, we put trem into ermvty rooms in the hos-
pital, "Into terrible wooden barrzcks, At that voint, we said "not one more
can core in", but trev came in regardless, and slept in corridors and cel l%&i
Rizht at tie bezinning of this influx, when I heard the stories of whiat was
occurring in Poland I knew that more Jews were -to follow, and we started to
Rotrer-murder to our UIRA suveriors, tellinz tiem that tre; had to zive us
more housin~ in Ltuusber* and that they must get togethier with the Armv %o

(8t=2rt openinz new centers, elsewhere, ot a thinzg haprened,.,. “he gituation
i reached a point of desveration, so Cook las a*mld, our Center Director (1w

-y
T

UIZDA"boss" nhere), and I decided we had to take drastic action., Te zot toeth
er tne UlIllIA teams from three other Jewis!? @enters in this area, a“d we gent
to UNRRA Iunich I« and to the Crgé&f of this Rezion, Glassznld and I, a3
sﬂﬁﬁEﬂEer, warned mm of the dangers and trat we would not be resronsibls
the consequences, e told us of vlans on foot to correct the “luhi‘"“ﬂ and
made _nromises e would heln us on other dermands e mnde., 3till not higz haporen
=u.C::::;e meantirme, the food situation for us had sreatly worsened when the
Armv ordered us to discontinue zsettine fr Eu“ rneats, buttﬁi, ve~etables and
milk from the Zermans, and to use. instewcd, canned Ameries survlies, and i
sraller quantities, Also, winter htad arrived and the warn clothinz we hs
be:;ging for from the Army {we rust &8t all food, clothinz and housing from
thru ?;E ¢“r"} nad not arrived except in inadequnte quantities, -

£
10T



Upcoming Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT:

* June S, 2024: 1925 study guide for Eighth Grade graduation with Dr. Adam Laats
(SUNY Binghamton)
e July 11, 2024: New York’s response to the Declaration of Independence, 1776

BOOK BREAKS: May 5Sat2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)

® Dr. Anastasia C. Curwood will discuss her book Shirley Chisholm: Champion
of Black Feminist Power Politics




