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Chat Raise Hand Q&A Show Captions
* If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.

o We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

* The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy
* Your microphone is automatically muted.

* Your camera is automatically turned oft.
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b Wonders o the Trifible Warld

Being an Account of the

TRYALS
Seberal A&tches,

Ldtely Excuted in

NEW-ENGL A ND:

Andef ftveral remarkable Curiofities therein Occursing:

Together with,

I. Oaﬁrm*ionsup'm the Natwre, che Number, and the Operations of the Devils.

II. A fhert Narrative of a late outrage commirted by a knot of Witches in

Swedz-Land, very much refembling, and (o far
ghee, Eng!m:d S n i o far explaining, thar under which

L. Some Councels dire@ing a due Improvement of the Terrible things lately

done by the unafual and amazing Range of Evil-Spirits in New-Englund.

IV. A brief
qu:Fe Sl;):f;aurrc upon thofe Temprations which are the more ordinary Devi-

e | ———

B)COTTONJHAIHLR

Publifhed by the Special Command of his EX(IEI.t ENCY the Govenéur of
the Province of the Maflachefetrs-Bay in New-England.

- .

7in New- England ; and . Reprinted at Lo~
o, at the Raven in the’ Pum't.«) 1693,

The Wonders of the Invisible World by Cotton Mather, London, 1693.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00264)

b g
THE
GILDER LEHRMAN

INSTITUTE
of

AMERICAN HISTORY

oW




Dr. Karin Wulf
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Karin Wulf is currently the Director and Librarian at The
John Carter Brown Library and Professor of History at
Brown University. She’s a historian of gender, family and
politics in eighteenth-century British America. Her current
book Lineage: Genealogy and the Power of Connection in
Early America is forthcoming from Oxtford University
Press. Before coming to the JCB and Brown in 2021, she
was the Executive Director of the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History & Culture from 2013-21 and
Professor of History at William & Mary.



Explanations for Salem: European Background

e [n waves of violence across the 15-17th centuries
* Process influenced by ditferent legal systems

o All originating in ideas about devilry or the Devil
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Explanations for Salem: Social Conflict
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Figure 4: Boyer and Nissenbaum’s “Geography of Witchcraft” map of Salem Village, 1692 o

Sources: Residential map of Salem Village in 1692 included as a frontispiece to volume
one of Charles W. Upham, Salem Witchcraft, 2 vols. (Boston, 1867); W. Elliott Woodward,
Records of Salem Witchcraft Copied from the Original Documents, 2 vols. (Roxbury, MA,
privately printed, 1864; reissued in one volume, New York: Da Capo Press, 1969).

Note: The non-Village accused witches shown on this map are those whose places of KEY
residence lay on the fringes of the Village boundaries. The following persons are
not included on the map or in the accompanying discussion: the “afflicted girls” A Accuser
(see note 26); Sarah and Dorcas Good, who had no fixed residence; Mary
DeRich, whose residence we have been unable to locate; and the five D Defender
Villagers who were both accusers and defenders in 1692. @ Aecused Witek

“Geography of Witchcraft” from Salem Possessed: The Social Origins of Witchcraft by Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum, 1974.
(Harvard University Press)




Explanations for Salem: Gender and Wartare
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Published by the W. W. Norton & Company in 1998

“Stunning, . .. A rabble-rouser of a book.”

—Tue New York Times Book Review
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THE SALEM WiTcHCRAFT CRISIS

MARY BETH NORTON

Authorof FOUNDING M TE & FATHERS, Pulitzer Prize finalist

Published by Vintage in 2003
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Cotton Mather Responds: Background and Context
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Being an Account of the

FREALS

Seberal AUtches,

Ldtely Excuted in

NEW-ENGLAND;|

Andef fvveral remarkable Curiofities therein Occu rFing: .

. ‘Together with,
I. “Obfervations upon the Natwre, the Number, and the Operations of the Devils.

Il A fhere Narrative of a late outrage committed by a knot of Wicches in

Swedz-Land, very much refembling, and (o far exolaini i
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By COTTON MATHER,

B e
——

Publifhed by the Special Command of his RXCELLENCY the Govenéur of
the Province of the Mafachaferrs-Bay in New-Englund.

B e ——————— il

nxrdmd fiee " - o [ T - . i
Printed "’,ﬂ:? 1t Boftun In New-England and Reprinted at Zos | 4
don, for Fokn Duzton, at the Raven in the Poudtry. 16 93.

The Wonders of the Invisible World by
Cotton Mather, London, 1693.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00264)

Mather’s own background

Mather’s actions

Multiple editions - What do

they suggest?
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\ 1. Some Accounts of the Grievous Moleftations, by D

|, MONS and WITCHCRAFTS,--which have lately
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by Benjamin Harrisy 1693

1

The Wonders of the Invisible World by
Cotton Mather, Boston, 1693.
(The John Carter Brown Library)
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Upcoming Free Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT: November 7 at 7 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
e We will discuss the First Black Cadets at West Point with LTC Rory

McGovern, Professor of History at West Point.

BOOK BREAKS: October 6at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)

e Ayesha Rascoe will discuss her book HBCU Made: A Celebration of the
Black College Experience.




