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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.
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Today's Document

Letter from Edward M. Kennedy to Mr. Thursby, April 25, 1973. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09526)



Barbara A. Perry is the J. Wilson Newman Professor of
Governance at the University of Virginia’s Miller Center.
She also co-chairs UVA’s Presidential Oral History
Program. She holds a PhD in Government from UVA, an
MA from Oxford, and a BA from Louisville. A former
Judicial Fellow at the US Supreme Court, she won the
Justice Tom C. Clark Award. Perry has authored or edited
17 books and is currently writing Strange Bedfellows: How
Jack Kennedy and Eleanor Roosevelt Found Common
Ground and Launched a Women’s Rights Movement. A
frequent media commentator, she served as lead expert for
CNN’s documentary The Kennedys.

Dr. Barbara A. Perry



Born in 1932
Attended Harvard University
Served in the US Army with assignments in
France and Germany (1951-1953)
Graduated from UVA School of Law (1959)
US senator from Massachusetts (1962-2009)

Supported economic and social justice 
Known for working across the aisle to
make compromises 

Edward “Ted” Kennedy 

Official Portrait of  Ted Kennedy 
(Office of US Senator Edward M. Kennedy)



Supported universal healthcare 
Pushed for the Twenty-Sixth Amendment 
Involved in legislation that compensated veterans
for health issues

Agent Orange
Carcinogens in drinking water  

Supported civil rights legislation 
Chief sponsor of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990

Kennedy in Congress 

Photograph of Ted Kennedy, 1969. (Bernard Gotfryd Photograph Collection, Library
of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, LC-GB05- 2143)



American Involvement in  Vietnam 

March 8, 1965
Deployment of American

Troops
The US deployed combat

troops to Vietnam to fight the
spread of communism.

August 1964
Gulf of Tonkin

Incident
Attacks on US destroyers by

North Vietnamese forces.

1968
Tet Offensive 

Series of attacks by the Viet Cong
throughout cities in South
Vietnam which eventually

provoked a shift in American
public opinion toward the war.

Early 1970s 
Anti-War

Demonstrations 
Americans throughout the
country protested the US
involvement in Vietnam.

1973
Withdrawal 

Paris Peace Accords were
signed on January 27 and the
last American combat troops

were withdrawn on March 29.

1961-1963
During this period,  the

number of American
military advisors in

democratic South Vietnam
grew from 1,200 to 16,000.

Photograph of American Marines in
South Vietnam, March 7, 1966.  (Gilder

Lehrman Institute, GLC09795)



The War by Numbers

 US Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, “Vietnam Conflict—U.S. Military Forces in Vietnam and Casualties Incurred: 1961 to 1972,”
table 590, Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1977 (Washington, DC: US Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1980), 369.



1973: The End of American
Involvement in Vietnam

President Richard Nixon Preparing to Announce the End
of U.S. Involvement in Vietnam on Live Television and
Radio, March 29, 1973  (National Archives and Records
Administration) 



Healing the Nation

Letter from Edward M. Kennedy to Mr. Thursby, April 25, 1973. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09526)



Conscientious Objection
Anti-War Opposition
Deferments
Fear of Death or Injury

Photograph of Muhammad Ali, 1967. (Library of Congress
Prints and Photographs Division,  LC-DIG-ds-13998)

Draft Evasion



Kennedy on Amnesty

Letter from Edward M. Kennedy to
Mr. Thursby, April 25, 1973. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09526)



Kennedy on Amnesty

Letter from Edward M. Kennedy to Mr. Thursby, April 25, 1973. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09526)



Caring for Veterans First

Letter from Edward M. Kennedy to Mr. Thursby, April 25, 1973. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09526)



Q&A

Letter from Edward M. Kennedy to Mr. Thursby, April 25, 1973. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09526)



Now Available
Cold War Traveling exhbition
This new exhibition examines some of the major events of the Cold War between 1945
and 1991. Although there were few direct battles, the US and the USSR engaged in political
maneuvering, built up arms, provided economic aid to rival factions, and supported proxy
wars in other nations, dividing the world into American or Soviet spheres of influence. This
exhibition consists of seven freestanding retractable panels, each 33" x 81", requiring 21
running feet for display. For more information, please visit:
www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-and-events/traveling-exhibitions/cold-war



Pre-Booking Available
Declaration 1776  Traveling exhibition
When the Declaration of Independence was issued, the idea that “all men are created equal” was revolutionary. With
this seminal document, the Founding Fathers unleashed an open-ended driving force that would shape modern
history. Around the world, other countries have declared independence taking the US Declaration of 1776 as a model.
This exhibition uses primary sources to illustrate how Americans and people across the world have been inspired by
the Declaration in their pursuit of equality and self-determination. 

Portrait of Abigail Adams by Benjamin Blyth, ca. 1766.
(Massachusetts Historical Society)

Mahatma Gandhi, ca. 1940. (UHM Library Digital Image
Collections)

 Haitian Declaration of
Independence, January 1, 1804 (The

National Archives UK). Twentieth-century painting of Général Jean-Jacques Dessalines, 1957.
(Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Photographs and

Prints Division, The New York Public Library) 

Act of Independence of the Province of Cartagena in
New Granada, 1811. (Digital Library of the Ibero-

American Heritage)The Declaration of Independence, printed by John Dunlap in
Philadelphia on July 4, 1776. (Library of Congress Rare Book

and Special Collections Division)



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault:

May 4 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)Book breaks:

Building the Transcontinental Railroad with Dr. Gordon H. Chang,
Professor of History, Stanford University

June 5 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

Daniel Schulman will discuss his book The Money Kings: The Epic Story of the Jewish
Immigrants Who Transformed Wall Street and Shaped Modern America

July 3 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
 Olive Branch Petition with Dr. Denver Brunsman, Associate Professor of
History, George Washington University


