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Leave

e If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
o We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

* The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy
* Your microphone is automatically muted.

* Your camera is automatically turned oft.
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Today’s Document
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Andrew ]. Russell, East and West Shaking
Hands at Laying Last Rail, Promontory
Point, May 10, 1869.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04481.01)
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Dr. Gordon Chang is a professor of history at Stanford University and
holds the distinguished Olive H. Palmer Professorship in the Humanities.
His research examines race and ethnicity in America, with a focus on trans-
Pacific relations and the historical ties between East Asia and the United
States. He has written about US-China relations, the Chinese diaspora,
Asian American history, and global historical movements. His acclaimed
2019 book, Ghosts of Gold Mountain: The Epic History of the Chinese Who
Built the Transcontinental Railroad, recovers the overlooked stories of
Chinese railroad workers and honors their contributions to shaping
America. His latest book, War, Race, and Culture: Journeys in Trans-
Pacific and Asian American Histories, is a career-spanning anthology that
engages a range of topics, from diplomatic history and Asian American
history to art history. Dr. Chang’s scholarship has earned recognition from
Congress members Nancy Pelosi and Anna Eshoo, the US House of
Representatives, and the California State Legislature. He has also been
elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Society of
American Historians.
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January 8, 1863 1865 May 10, 1869
California governor Leland Stanford Thousands of Chinese migrants The Central Pacific and Union Pacific
hosts the Central Pacific are hired by the Central Pacitfic railroads join together at the Golden
groundbreaking ceremony in Railroad Company. Spike Ceremony.

Sacramento, California.

—@—0—0——0——0—0—

July 1, 1862 December 3, 1863 June 25, 1867
Lincoln signs the Pacific Railroad The Union Pacific breaks ground in Chinese railroad workers go on strike for
Act allowing the Central Pacific Omaha, Nebraska. better pay and conditions, constituting

Railroad Company and Union
Pacific Railroad Company to
construct the railroad.

the largest collective labor action in
American history up to that point.
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Around the World in Eighty Days
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Still from Around the World in 80 Days (1956)

Movie poster for Around the World in 80 = Movie poster for Around the World in 80
Days (2004) Days (1956)
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e Born March 20, 1829, in Walpole, New Hampshire

e Learned photography while serving in the Union
Army during the Civil War, becoming the first
ofticial Army photographer

o After the war, commissioned by the Union Pacific
Railroad Company to photograph railroad

construction for investors and the general public

* During 1868-1869, traveled across the West to

document engineering methods to the workers who & == = =

made its COmPIGUOH POSSlble No. 162. Battery of thirty-two pounders, May 3, 1863.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05189)
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Map of the Railroa
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Map of Central Pacific Railroad Company construction route.

(Chinese Railroad Workers in North America Project at Stanford)




Across the Continent
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Across the Continent: "Westward the Course

of Empire Takes its Way,” print by Frances

F. Palmer, Currier and Ives, New York, 1868.
(National Gallery of Art)



Gold Spike

The Gold Spike, May 10, 1869. (Stanford University print collection)
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Pacific Railway Act
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2l b the Senateand Bonse of Wepresentatives of the lnited States of Amenca m Congress assembled

Cabinet card of Abraham Lincoln, by
Anthony Berger, published by M. B.

Brady, Washington, DC, ca. 1861-1864.

(Gilder Lehrman Institute,
GLC02910.01)

ActofJuly 1, 1862 (Pacific Railroad
Act), 37" Congress, July 1, 1862.
(National Archives)
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] ELAND STANFORD

War Governor of Galifornia
Railroad Builder
and Founder
of Stanford University

By GEORGE T. CLARK
Director Emeritus
Stanford University Library

1931
STANFORD UNIV ERSITY PRESS
STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

LONDON: HUMPHREY MILFORD
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Frontispiece and title page of Leland Stanford, War Governor of

California, Railroad Builder and Founder of Stanford O e ok, s R Lol
University by George T. Clark, Stanford University Press, 1931. Southern Pacific Bulletin, August 1920.
(Stanford University Libraries) (California State Railroad Museum Library and Archives)
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Laying the Last Rail
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Thomas Hill, Driving the Last Spike, 1881.
(California State Railroad Museum)
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Laying the Last Rail
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Key to the Portraits. (Courtesy of Gordon Chang)

}(m' TO THE f’op\TRMTs.

Thomas Hill, Driving the Last Spike, 1881.

(California State Railroad Museum)

1. STEPHEN T. GAGE. 15. WM. SHERMAN. 23 F. L. VANDENBERG. 44+ GEN. COGSWELL. ( . si. COL. :I‘ _l-l. HEAD.
2. A. P. STANFORD. 16 CHARLES MARSH, 30. LELAND STANFORD. 45 GEORGE F. P;\l’:bON&-. 6. A. P. K. Sf!FFO‘:ln.
3 F. A. TRITLE 17. DAVID HEWES 31. H. NOTINGHAM 46 EDGAR h‘llf.l.h. ) 6. H.1H. I;I;_[;EI.I:L““MDER
4 HON, JOHN CONNESS. 18, LORENZO SAWYER. j2. C P. HUNTINGTON, 43+ GENL. GEO. W. DODGE. 63 CHARLES C .

. o ¢ RYAN . REED. 8. ION, MILTON S LATHAM. 64 ADOLPH STEINER.
s C. N. WEST. 13. E. BLACK RYAN. »SBR 6s S. W. SANDERSON.

6 A. N. TOWNE.

6. BENJAMIN WELCH s0. MRS. E. B. RYAN. 3 F. D. RICHARDS. 4 MARK HOPKINS.
3. E. F. GERALD. a1. BISHOP L. FARR. 3. P. McGRUE. so MISS EARL. ™ CEO. B. GRAY
8 J. R. WATSON. s2. JOHN CORNING. 1. JOHN DUFF. s1. MISS ANNIE REED. ¢7 CEO. E. .

¢ REY, DR. TODD. 23 W, E. RROWN, 37. T. P. WOODWARD, 54 jU_l‘.'GE E B. LROLIU-‘R 8. JOH Nqu\:l‘(’u[;::‘l o
vo. JAMES W. HAYNES, 24. THOMAS P. DURANT. 18. J. R. ADAMS. 53 CI!ABI.I’-‘.S t..'R()(‘?:E:-R. & H(-}‘];q' .p;_ hh“\'
1. E. H. MILLER, Jn 25. DR, J. D. B. STILLMAN. 39. OAKES AMES, 54 3. 'm MONTAGUE. 7o. CAPT. A s‘li(?‘,BNT
1z ARTHUR BROWN, 6. DR H. W. HARKNESS. 4 JUDGE GALWOOD. ss- T. D, _ILT.III.-\:H- \ 71. HON. A. A. SA .
13. ROBERT ROBINSON, #7. COL. LITTLE. 4. J. H. STROBRIDGE. sh. 1. M. LL-E.M.I'.NT.
14- BISHOP ]J. SHARP, 28 MRS. J. H. STROBRIDGE 42 SIDNEY DILLON. 57« EL1 DENNISON.



Chinese Laying Last Rail

(California State Railroad Museum)
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Andrew ] Russel, C bmese La ying Las Rdz'l, 1869.

(USU Digital Exhibits)
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Chinese Railroad Workers at Ogden Golden Spike Parade, May
10, 1919. (Amon Carter Museum of American Art Archives)



Guangdong, China to the Sierra Nevada

Kaiping Diaol

(Courtesy of Gordon Chang)
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Andrew ]. Russell, Summit of Sierra Nevada, California,
Donner Lake, 1868. (Library of Congress)
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Railroad Builders

“Itis a significant fact .. . . that at the laying of the last rail on

oW

the Pacific Railroad, John Chinaman occupied a prominent
position. He it was who commenced, and he it was who
finished the great work; and but for his skill and industry, the

Central Pacific Railroad might not now have been carried

eastward of the Sierras.

Andrew ]. Russell, 4 trestle east of Sacramento, ca. 1866.

: : : Phoebe A. Hearst Museum of Anthropolo
The experience of this undertaking has proved that the ( . i gy)

Chinaman is an admirable railroad builder. His labor is cheap,
his temper is good, his disposition is docile, his industry is
unflagging, his strength and endurance are wonderful, and his
mechanical skill is remarkable. The Chinaman is a born railroad
builder, and as such he is destined to be most useful to

California, and indeed, to the whole Pacific slope.”

— “The Chinaman as a Railroad Builder,”

The Scient ZﬁC American 5 ]uly 31, 1869 Chinese laborers shoveling snow for Northern Pacific track-laying crews near the
summit of the Cascade Range, 1886. (University of Washington Libraries)
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Alfred Hart Photos
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Alfred Hart, Snow Plow at Cisco, #239, ca.
1862-1869. (Stanford University Libraries)




Alfred Hart Photos
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Alfred Hart, Untitled, ca. 1862-1869.

(Nevada Historical Society)
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Alfred Hart Photos
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Alfred Hart, Blasting at Chalk Blufts Above
Alta Cut 60 Feet Deep, #70, ca. 1862-1869.
(Stanford University Libraries)
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Alfred Hart Photos
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Alfred, Hart, Bank and Cut at Sailors Spur 80
Miles from Sacramento, #90, ca. 1862—-1869.
(Stanford University Libraries)
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Alfred Hart Photos

Alfred Hart, Deep Cut at Trail Ridge
Length 1000 Feet, #46, ca. 1862-1869

(Stanford University Libraries)
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Alfred Hart Photos
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Alfred Hart, Horse Ravine Wall and Grizzly
Hill Tunnel 77 Miles from Sacramento, #88,
ca. 1862-1869. (Stanford University Libraries)



Alfged Hart Photo_
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Alfred Hart, Coldstream Eastern Slope of
Western Summit, #207, ca. 1862—-1869.
(Stanford University Libraries)
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Alfred Hart, Heading of East Portal Tunnel
No. 8 from Donner Lake Railroad, #204, ca.
1862-1869. (Stanford University Libraries)
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Alfred Hart Photos
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! Alfred Hart, Summit Tunnel Before Completion
Western Summit Altitude 7042 Feet, #197, ca.
1862-1869. (Stanford University Libraries)



Chinese Camps
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| lfred Hare, hinese Cap Bwns Station, #313. 1862-1869
(Stanford University Libraries)
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Hart, Chine.é_é Camp at End of Track, #327, ca. 1862-1869.

(Stanford University Libraries)



Work and Death
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Chma Sectlon Gang at Promontory, Utah, 1869 187()
(Denver Public Library Digital Collections)
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Group of Chinese immigrants performing a ceremony in Wood River Valley,

1884. (The Community Library Collections)
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Westward Migration

e Transcontinental railroad
reduced travel time from several

months to several days.

o Western settlement rapidly

accelerated, leading to

displacement of Shoshone

people.

“Skin teepees, Shoshone Indians,” ca. 1908-1919.
(Library of Congress)
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Buftalo Hunting
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e Devastation of the buffalo
population followed the
completion of the

transcontinental railroad.

e Hunting parties formed since

YEWEPAPER.

railroad transport facilitated

access to Idaho and Utah.

8 ILLUSTRATED

i
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AN

e Shoshone people experienced

FR

starvation as a result.

Engraving showing hunters shooting at a herd of bison from a train and along the
tracks, [ Albert Berghaus], “The Far West.—Shooting Buffalo on the Line of the
Kansas-Pacific Railroad,” Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, June 3, 1871.
(Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division )
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Chinese Railroad Workers Oral History Project
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N
Russell Low, September 18, 2018. Sandy Lee, July 17, 2023.
(Chinese Railroad Workers Oral History Project) (Chinese Railroad Workers Oral History Project)

— -

When did he come to the US? | {83 ASERIETE 7
In 18505

Did he come with any other family members or friends? If so, who? | i E S SR ADME—[RZENERE?EE. FE/MEIIE .
A

' g He came with a group of young men from the same village or nearby villages, some people were relatives, but not from the same family.
| ; s P ; A .- [i1¢ T~ 7 AR A Y R e T L iy
r i : Any infarmation regarding the passage experience? Name of sailing vessel? | IR S T FEHERITTERR 7 0MALET .
' SR He first took a river ferry to Hong Kong, then took a 3 masts sailboat to San Francisco. There was no steamships running this route at that

fime.
f

| f/(L \ Y |
Maxine Hong Kingston, November 4, 2013.

(Chinese Railroad Workers Oral History Project)
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Photos Courtesy of Gordon Chang



Dr. Chang’s Books

is the Olive H.
Palmer Professor in Humanities and Professor of
History at Stanford University. He is the author
of Ghosts of Gold Mountain: The Epic Story of
the Chinese Who Built the Transcontinental
Railroad (2019) and Fateful Ties: A History of
America’s Preoccupation with China (2015),
and coeditor of The Chinese and the Iron Road:
Building the Transcontinental Railroad (Stanford,

2019), among many other books. He has been
a fellow of the Guggenheim Foundation and the
American Council of Learned Societies and was
elected to the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences in 2024,

COVER DESIGN: MICHELE WETHERBEE
COVER ART: ALAN LAU, SIERRA TRACKS
(FOR THE RAILROAD BUILDERS), 1980;
SUMI AND MIXED MEDIA ON RICE PAPER, 5' X 5%
EDEN ARTS COURTESY OF FRANCINE SEDERS GALLERY,

HISTORY

“Part essay, part memoir, War, Race, and Culture is packed with hidden
histories and the provocative insights of an activist historian who
has lived and studied the zigzags of contemporary U.S.-China relations—
and disrupts the harmful, false narrative of us versus them.”

—HELEN ZIA, AUTHOR OF LAST BOAT OUT OF SHANGHAI:
THE EPIC STORY OF THE CHINESE WHO FLED MAQ’S REVOLUTION

“Gordon Chang has given us a profound gift with this
collection of essays written across a distinguished career.”

—MAE NGAI, AUTHOR OF THE CHINESE QUESTION
THE GOLD RUSHES AND GLOBAL POLITICS

“Chang bridges histories of modern China and Asian America, while
drawing a personal arc of an engaged scholar unabashed about pursuing
history to expose racism and social inequality at home.”
—EVELYN HU-DEHART, BROWN UNIVERSITY

“Chang’s distinguished career places him in the first rank of historians in so
many areas. One virtue of this sparkling collection of essays is that it suggests
how these wide-ranging interests intersect and enrich each other.”

—DAVID ROEDIGER, AUTHOR OF AN ORDINARY WHITE: MY ANTIRACIST EDUCATION

“With new commentary and reflection, Chang highlights the importance
of this body of work to current debates around the history of Asian America
and American foreign policy toward Asia. Critical to understanding
their consequences to Asian Americans and American society of today,
and hopefully to avoiding a repeat of past mistakes.”

—GARY LOCKE, TWENTY-FIRST GOVERNOR OF WASHINGTON STATE
AND FORMER U.S. AMBASSADOR TO CHINA

“With invigorating curiosity and brilliant analysis, Chang blends autobiography
with politics, art, and history into a unified whole that illuminates
our place in the world and gives us new ways to think about the future.”

—DAVID HENRY HWANG, PLAYWRIGHT AND AUTHOR OF
YELLOW FACE AND M. BUTTERFLY

>
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riting history, the systematic effort to
understand the human past, is a demanding
intellectual endeavor. For historian Gordon
H. Chang, it has also been a personal and
moral enterprise intimately connected to his
commitment to realizing a better world. This
career-spanning anthology brings together
significant essays that prompt conversations
across his broad-ranging research interests and
personal history, from trans-Pacific history and
Asian American history to art history.

The book's introduction reflects on the
author’s scholarly trajectory and his journey
into Asian American studies as a field of study.
Original headnotes that provide new context and
insight accompany each of the fifteen essays.
Across the chapters, interconnected themes of
geopolitical conflict, racial thinking, identity, and
transnationalism display the arc of the career
of a pioneering scholar. These enduring essays,
collected here for the first time, provide crucial
historical perspective on urgent issues facing
Asian Americans in a time of rising international

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON TR T P ; B A & i - y : tensions and anti-Asian sentiments at home.

STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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Upcoming Free Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT:
July3at7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

o We will discuss the Olive Branch Petition with Dr. Denver Brunsman, the
department chair and an associate professor of history at George

Washington University.

August 7 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

e We will discuss the Manhattan Project with Cynthia Kelly, president of
the Atomic Heritage Project.

BOOK BREAKS:
® June 8at2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT): Rick Atkinson discusses 7he Fate of the Day:

The War for America, Fort Ticonderoga to Charleston, 1777-1780



