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ted, the farther confideration thereof was deferred.
till to-morrow.

Adjourned till to-morrow at g o’clock.

: SATURDAY, Jury 8, 1775

Met according to adjournment.

The petition to the King being engrofled, was
compared at the table and figned by the Members
prelent . 1 Trohea i flag

To the KING’s Moft Excellent MAJESTY. .
Moft gracious Sovereing, -

WE your Majefly’s faithful fubjeéts of the Co=
lonies . of New-Hamptfhire, Maffachufett’s-Bay,
Rhode-Ifland, and Providence Plantations, Con=
necticut, . New-York, - New-Jetfey, Pennfylva-
nia, the Counties of New-Catftle, Kent and Suffex:
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro=
lina, and South-Carolina, in behalf of ourfelves,
and -the inkabitants of thefe Colonies; who have
deputed us to reprefent them in General Congrefs,
entreat your Majefty’s gracious attention to this:
our hamble petition,

The. union between our Mother Country and
thefe Colonies, and the energy or mild and juft
government, produced benefits fo remarkably
mmportant, and afforded fuch an aflurance of
their permanency and increafe, that the won-
der and envy of other nations were excited;
while they beheld Great-Britdin rifing to a pow-
er the moft extraordinary, the world had evet
known,

Her rivals, obferving that there was no.pro-
bability of this happy connection being broken
by civil difientions, and apprehending its futare
effets, if left any longer undifturbed, refolved to

revent her receiving fuch continual and formi®

dable acceflions of wealth and firength, by cheeks

10§
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-ing the growth of thofe - fetdements from which

they were to be derived.

In the profecution of this attempt, events {o
unfavourable to the defign took plaée, that every
friend to the intereft -of Great-Britain and thefe
Colonies, entertained pleafing and reafonable ex-
peclations of feeing an- additional force and exer-
tion immediately given to the operations of the
union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement
of the dominions of the crown, and the removal
of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater dif-
tance. : e

At the conclufion thereof of the late war, the
moft glorious -and advantageous that ever had
been carried on by Britith Arms, your loyal co-
l.qm_&s, ‘having contributed to its fuccefs, by fuch
fepeated and ftrenuous exertions, as frequently
procured them the diftinguithed approbation of
your Majefty, of the late King, and“of Parlia=
ment, doubted not, but that they fhould be per-
mitted, with the reft of the empire, to fhare in
the bleflings of peace, and the emoluments of
victory and conqueft, : :

- While thefe recent and honourable acknow-
}ﬁdgemepts of their merits remained on record
In the journals and aéts of that auguft legifla-
ture, the Parliament, undefaced by ‘the im-
Putation " ‘or even the fufpicion of ' any of-
ferice, they were alarmed by a new fyftem ' of
ﬁ_atutcs and regulations adopted for the admi-
nlf’trat-_ion' of the Colonies, that filled their minds
With the moft painful “fears and jealoufies; and,
fo Ehﬁﬁr'inex‘preﬁiblc aftonifhment, perccived the
d"mgﬂr‘_‘df a foreign quarrel quickly fucceeded by
domeftic danger, in"their judgment of a more

readful kind. ,
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MARCH 23, 1776.

" l THEREAS the Petitions of thefe United Colonies to the King, for the Redrels of great and manifeft
Grievances, have not only been rejefled, but treated with Scorn and Contempt; and the Oppofition to Des
figns evidently formed to reduce them to a State of fervile Subjeétion, and their neceflary Defence againft
hoftile Forces actually employed to fubdue them, declared Rebellion: Aund Whereas an unjuft War hath been com-
menced againft them, which the Commanders of the Britifh Fleets and Armies have profecuted and ftill continue to
profecute with their utmoft Vigour and in a crucl Manner g walling, fpoiling and deftroying the Country, burnfng
Houles and defencelels T'owns, and expofing the helplels Inhabitants to every mifery from the Inclemency of the Win-
ter, and not enly urging Savages to invade the Country, but inftigating Negroes to murder their Mafters: And
W hereas the Parliament of Great-Britain hath lately pafled an A&, affirming thefe Colonies to be in open Rebellion;
forbidding all Trade and Commerce with the Inhabitants thereof, until they fhall accept Pardons and fubmit to defpotic
Rule ; declaring their Properry, wherever found upon the Water, liable to Seizure and Confifcation 5 and enadling that
what had been done there, by Virtue of the Royal Authority, were jult andlawful Aéts and (hall be fo deemed: From
all which it is manifeft, that the iniquitous Scheme, concerted to deprive them of the Liberty they have aright ta by the
Laws of Nature and the Englith Conflitution, will be pertinacioufly purfued. It being, therefore, neceflary to pro-
wide for their Defence and Security, and juftifiable to make Reprifals upen their Enemies and otherwife to annay them,
according to the Laws and Ufages of Nations; the CONGRESS, trufting that fuch of their Friznds in Greats Bri-
tain (of whom it is confefled there are many intitled to Applaufe and Gratitude for their Patriotifm and Benevolence,
and in whofe Favor a Difcrimination of Property cannot be made) as fhall (uffer by Captures, will impute it to the Au-
thors of our common Calamities, DO DECLARE AND RESOLVE as followeth, 5 wit,

Resorvep, That the Inhabitants-of thefe Colonics be permitted to fit out Armed Vellels to cruife on the Enemies
of thefe United Colonies. <

Resorvep, That all Ships and other Veflels, their Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, and ali Goods, Wares and
Merchandizes belonging to any Inhabitant or Inhabitants of Great-Britain, taken on the high Seas, or between high
and low water Mark, by any Armed Vellel fitted out by any private Perfon or Pecfons to whom Commiffions fhall be
granted, and being libelled and profecuted in any Court ereded for the Trial of Maritime Affairs in any of thefe Cnlonies.

ifhall be deemed and adjudged to belawful Prize, and afterdeduéting and paying the Wages  the Seamen and Mariners

on board of fuch Captures as are Merchant Ships and VelTels fhall be intitled to according to the Terms of their Contracts
until the Time of Adjudication, fhall be condemned to and for the Ufe of the Owner or Owners, and the Officers, Ma-
tines and Mariners of fuch Armed Veflel, according to fuch Rules and Proportions as they fhall agree on.  Provided
Alzvags, “That this Refolution fhall net extend, or be conftrued to extend, to any Vellel bringing Settlers, Arms,
Ammunition, or Warlike Stores to and for the Ufe of thefe Colonies, or any of the Inhabitants thereot who are Friends
to the American Caufe, or to fuch Warlike Stores, or to the Effeéls of fuch Seetlers.

Resonv e, That all Ships or Vellels with their Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, Goods, Wares and Merchandizes
belonging to any Inhabicant of Great-Britain, as aforefaid, which fhall be taken by any of the Veflels ot War of thefe
United Colonies, fhall be deemed forfeited, one third after deduéting and paying the Wages of Beamen and Mariners,
as aforefaid, to the Officers and Men on board, and twe thirds to the ufe of the United Colonies.

REsorvEep, That all Ships or Veflels with their ‘Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, Goods, Wares and Merchandi-
es belonging to any Inhabitants of Great-Britain as aforefaid, which thall be taken by any Vellel of War fitced out by
and at the Expence of any of the United Colonies fhall be deemed forfeited, and divided, after dedu@ing and paying the
Wages of Seamen and Mariners as aforefaid, in fuch Manner and Proportions as the Affembly or Convention of fuch Co~
lony fhall diredt.

Resornvep, Thatall Vellels, their Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, and Cargoes belonging to Inhabitants of
Great-Britain, as aforefaid, and all Veffels which may be employed in carrying Supplies to the Minifterial Armies, which
fhall happen to be taken near the Shores of any of thefe Colonies, by the People of ihe Country or Detachments from the
Army, fhall be deemed lawful Prize, and the Court of Admiralty within the faid Colony is requifed, on Condemnation
thereof, to adjudge thatall Charges and Expences which may attend the Capture and T'rial be firft paid out of the Monies
arifing from the Sales of the Prize, and the Remainder equally divided among all thofe who fhall have been adtually engaged
and emplayed in taking the faid Prize. Provided, That where any Detachments of the Army fhall have been employed
as aforefaid, their Part of the Prize-money fhall be diftributed ameng them injProportion to the Pay of the Officers and

Soldiers fo employed. A frgm 5 N
CHARLES THOMSON, SEGRETART.
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PHILADELPHIA: Printed by JOHN DUNLAP.
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Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia ~ Congress’s Reaction to the King’s Rejection of Olive Branch Petition, March 23,
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704) 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04771)




Dr. Denver Brunsman

Denver Brunsman is associate professor and chair of the
History Department at George Washington University, where
his courses include George Washington and His World,
taught annually at the Mount Vernon estate. He is the author
of the award-winning book The Evil Necessity: British Naval
Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World
(2013), coauthor of a leading college and AP US History
textbook, Liberty, Equality, Power: A History of the American
People (2016; 2020), and coeditor of The American Revolution
Reader (2014), among other publications. His honors include
the Oscar and Shoshana Trachtenberg Prize for Teaching
Excellence and induction into the George Washington
University Academy of Distinguished Teachers (2018) as well
as selection to the College Board AP US History
Development Committee (2018-2023; Higher Ed Chair,
2021-2023).
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Interpreting the American Revolution

e Americanization vs. Anglicization

e Olive Branch Petition (July 5, 1775)

“The Death of General Wolfe,” an engraving by Benjamin
West, s.1., 1771 (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08878.0086)



Three Imperial Crises

Anno quinto

Georzgit L Regis.

1. Stamp Act Crisis (1764—1766)

_ CA P, <« XIL
An Act for granting and applying certain Stam

1 : : AL ¥ P
2. TOWHShend ACtS CflSlS <1 767—1 770> Dupes, and other Duties, 1n the Britz/h Co-

lonies and Plantations in 4merica, towards
further defraying the Expences of dcfendmb,
protecting, and fc.cuun'r the fame; and for
amending {uch Parts of the feveral Acts of

. . . Parliament relating to the Trade and Re-

— venues of the faid Colonies and Plantations,

3 ‘ Tea ACt/Iﬁd€p€Hd€HC€ CflSlS <1 773 1 776> as dire¢t the Manner of determining and re-
covering the Penalties and Forfeitures there-

~ in mentioned.

DEREAS by an At made in Preambles
the lalt Seflion of |Parliament,
feveral Duties twere granted,
continued, and appiopriated, to:
wards defraping the Erpences
of Defending, poteiing, ano
* fecuting, the Bntith Colonics
and JPlantationg in America :
4 And whereas it i8 juft and ne:
2y Coffarp, that IPovifion be mave
fop raifing a further Revenue
AR within Pour MWajeity’'s Domi-
muns fn America, towardg vefraping the faid Erpences
d@c, Pour fWajefip’s mofi dutitul and lopal %uh;e&s,
the Ql:ummuns ef Great Britain in Pacliament affemblen,

The Stamp Act, published in London, 1765. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC03562.11) 5 02 bave
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“The Battle of Lexington” by Amos Doolittle, April 1775.
(Marian S. Carson Collection, Library of Congress)
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Independence Hall (Pennsylvania State House
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“The State-House in Philadelphia” by John Serz, 1776.
(Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-pga-04142)
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Special Collections Division, LC-USZ62-45299)

LLord North’s Conciliatory Proposal

W g arrll i Marengrs Mirtory o ihe Amaorvons Mo

FREDERICK lord NORTH.

Frasmtid s Mo v Vmotls syst Tline |

“Frederick lord North” by Robert Pollard, 1780. (Library of Congress Rare Books and
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John Dickinson

Portrait of John Dickinson, n.d.
(National Archives and Records Administration, 532841)
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Journal of Congress

]OURN_AL

OF THE

PR OCEEDI]INGS

hF T 8BE

CONGRESS,

HELD AT

PHILADELPHIA,
| MAY 10, 1775

Publifhed by OrpEr of the CONGRESS,

PHILADELPHIA: Printed;

LONDON: Reprinted for J. ALmoN, oppofite -
' Burlington-Houfe in Piccadilly, 17764

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)
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A 530 )
ted, the farther confideration thereof was deferred.

till to-morrow.
Adjourned till to-morrow at g o'clock.

| SATURDAY, Jury 8, 1774

Met accerding to adjournment.

The petition to the King being engrofled, was
compared at the table and figned by the Members
prefenk...., 1, ke /

To the. KING’s Moft Excellent MAJESTY. .
: Moft gracious Sovereing, {

WE your Majefty’s faithful fubjeéts of the Co-
lonies . of New-Hampthire, Maflachufett’s-Bay,
Rhode-Ifland, and Providence Plantations, Con-
ne@icut, . New-Yorky - New-Jetfey, Pennfylva-
nia, the Counties of New- Caitle, Kent and Suffex
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro=
lina, and South-Carolina, in behalf of ourfelves,
and -the inkabitants of thefe Colonies, who have
deputed us to reprefent them in General Congrefs,
entreat your Majefty’s gracious attention to this:
our hamble petition.

‘The union between our Mother Country and
thefe Colonies, and the energy or mild and juft
government, produced benefits fo rFmarkabl}'
important, and afforded fuch an  affurance of
their permanency and increafe, that the wan-
der and envy of other nations were excited,
while they beheld Great-Britdin rifing to a pow-
er the moft extraordinary, the world had evet
known.

Her rivals, obferving that there was no pro-
bability of this happy connetion being broken
by civil difientions, and apprehending its futare
effects, if left any longer undifturbed, refolved to
prevent her receiving fuch continual and formi*

dable acceflions of wealth and firength, by check~

ing

t 51 )

-ing the growth of thofe: fetdements from which

they were to be derived.

In the profecution of this attempt, events fo
ngfavourabIe to the defign took place, that every
friend to the interelt ‘of Great-Britain and thefe
Colonies, entertained pleafing and reafonable ex-
pectations of feeing an: additional force and exer-
tion immediately given to the operations of the
union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement
of the dominions of the crown, and the removal
of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater dif-
tance, : o
- At the conclufion thereof of the late war, the
moft glorious -and advantageous that ever had
been carried on by Britith Arms, your loyal co-
lonifts, having contributed to its fuccefs, by fuch
fepeated and ftrenuous exertions, as frequently
procured them the diftinguifhed approbation of
your Majefty, of the late King, and‘of Parlia-
ment, doubted not, but that they fhould be per-
mitted, with the reft of the empire, to fhare in
the bleffings of peace, and the emoluments of
victory and conqueft, S
- While thefe recent and honourable acknow-
'lﬁdgements of their merits remained on record
In the journals and aéts of that auguft legifla-
ture, the Parliament, undefaced by the im-
Putation " or even the fufpicion of ' any of-
ferice, they were alarmed by a' new fyftem * of
Ratates and regulations adopted for the admi-
hiftration of the Colonies, that filled their minds
with the mofl painful “fears and jealoufies; and,
to Ehﬁir'in‘e?z‘preﬁible aftonithment, perccived the
danger-of a foreign quarrel quickly fucceeded by

domeftic danger, in'their judgment of a more
dl‘(‘:ddfu] kj.ﬂd‘. - e —rhs

2

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia

and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)
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Olive Branch Petition (July s, 17

We shall decline the ungratetul talk of the describing

)

the irksome variety of artifices,

practiced by many of your Majesty’s ministers, the delusive pretences, fruitless terrors,

and unavailing feverities that have from time to time

attempts to execute this impolitic plan or of tracing t

been dealt out by them, in their

hrough a series of years past the

progress of the unhappy differences between Great Britain and these Colonies, that
have tlowed from this fatal source.”

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia

and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)
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Olive Branch Petition (July s, 1775)

Knowing to what violent resentments and incurable animosities, civil discords are apt
to exasperate and inflame the contending parties, we think ourselves required by
indispensable obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow-subjects,
and to ourselves, immediately to use all the means in our power, not incompatible
with our safety, for stopping the further effusion of blood, and for averting the
impending calamities that threaten the British empire.”

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)
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Olive Branch Petition (July s, 1775)

We therefore beseech your Majesty, that your royal authority and influence be
graciously interposed to procure us relief from our afflicting fears and jealousies,

occasioned by the system before-mentioned, and to settle peace through every part of
your dominions, with all humility submitting part of your dominions, with all humility

Su

amlttmg to your Majesty’s wife consideration . . . That your Majesty may enjoy a long

and

prosperous reign, and that your descendants may govern your dominions, with honor
to themselves and happiness to their subjects, is our sincere prayer.”

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)
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Francis Lightfoot Lee
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Letter from Frances nghtfoot Lee to John Page, January 30, 1776. Page 1.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04806)



Aftermath
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MikcH 33 1976,

Grievances, have not only been reje@ed, but treated with Scorn and Contempt; and the Oppofition to De«

figns evidently formed to reduce them to a State of fervile Subjedtion, and their neceflary Defence againfk
hoftile Forces actually employed to fubdue them, declared Rebellion: And Whereas an unjuft War hath been com~
menced againft them, which the Commanders of the Britifh Fleets and Armies have profecuted and ftill continue ta
profecute with their utmoft Vigour and in a cruel Manner 3 waflling, fpoiling and deftraying the Country, burning
Houfes and defencele(s Towns, and expofing the helplefs Inhabitants to every mifery from the Inclemency of the Win-
ter, and not only urging Savages to invade the Country, but inftigating Negroes to murder their Mafters: And
Whereas the Parliament of Great-Britain hath lately pafled an A, affirming thefe Colonies to be in open Rebellion;
forbidding all Trade and Commerce with the Inhabitants thereof, until they fhall accept Pardons and fubmit to defpatic
Rule ; declaring their Property, wherever found upon the Water, liable to Seizure and Confifcation ; and enaéling thac
what had been done there, by Virtue of the Rayal Authority, were jult andlawful Aclts and fhall be fo deemed: From
all which it is manifelt, that the iniquitous Scheme, concerted ro deprive them of the Liberty they have aright to by the
Laws of Nature and the Englith Conftitution, will be pertinacioufly purfued. It s therefore, neceflary to pro-
vide for their Defence and Security, and juftifiable to make Reprifals upon their Enemies and otherwife to annoy them,
according to the Laws and Ulages of Nations; the CONGRESS, trufting that fuch of their Friends in GreatsBri-
tain (of whom it is confefled there are many intitled to Applaufe and Gratitude for their Patriotifm and Benevolencs,
and in whole Favor a Difcrimination of Property cannot be made) as fhall fuffer by Captures, will impute it to the Au-
thors of our common Calamities, DO DECLARE AND RESOLVE as followeth, 1o wir,

W HEREAS the Petitions of thefe United Colonies to the King, for the Redrels of great and manifeft

REsorvep, That the Inhabitants«of thefe Colanics be permitted to fit out Armed Vellels to cruife on the Enemies
of thefe United Colonies. -

Resorven, That all Ships and other Veflels, their Tackl ¢!, and Furniture, and all Goods, Wares and
Merchandizes belonging to any Inhabitant ar Inhabitants of Great-Tritain, taken on the high Seas, or between high
and low water Mark, by any Armed Vefllel fitted out by any private Perlon or Perfons to whom Commifliens (hall be
granted, and being lipelled and profecuted in any Court ereéted for the Trrial of Maritime Aflairs in any of thefe Colonies,

‘fhall be deemed and adjudged to belawful Prize, and afterdedu&ing and paying the Wages the Seamen and Mariners

on board of fuch Captures as are Merchant Ships and VefTels thall be intitled to according to the Terms of their Contracts
until the Time of Adjudication, fhall be condemned to and for the Ufe of the Owner or Owners, and the Officers, Ma-
rines and Mariners of fuch Armed Veflel, according to fuch Rules and Proportions as they fhall agree on.  Provided
Abways, That this Refolution fhall net extend, or be conflrued to extend, to any Veflel bringing Setders, Arms,
Ammunition, or Warlike Stores to and for the Ufe of thefe Colonies, or any of the [nhabitants thereot who are Friends
to the American Caufe, or to fuch Walike Stores, or to the Effedls of fuch Settlers.

Resory e, Thatall Ships or Veffals with their Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, Goods, Wares and Merchandizes
belonging to any Inhabitant of Great-Britain, as aforefaid, which fhall be taken by any of the Veflels ot War of thefe
United Colonies, fhall be deemed forfeited, one third after dedudling and paying the Wages of Beamen and Mariners,
as aforefzid, to the Officers and Men on board, and two thirds to the ufe of the United Colonies.

RrsorvEeD, Thatall Ships or Veflels with Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, Goods, Wares and Merchandi-
zes belonging to any Inhabitants of Great-Britain as aforefaid, which fhall be taken by any Veilel of War fitted out by
and at the Experice of any of the United Colonies fhall be deemed forfeited, and divided, after dedudting and paying the
Wages of Seamen and Mariners as aforefaid, in fuch Manner and Proportions as the Aflembly or Convention of fuch Co-
lony fhall diret.

Resorven, Thatall Veflels, their Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, and Cargoes belonging to Inhabitants of
Great-Britain, as aforefaid, and all Velfels which may be employed in carrying Supplizs to the Miniflerial Armies, which
fhall happen to be taken near the Shores of any of thefe Colonies, by the People of the Country or Detachments from the
Army, thall be deemed lawful Prize, and the Court of Admiralty within the fuid Colony is required, on Condemnation
thereof, to adjudge thatall Charges and Expences which may attend the Capture and Trial be firlt paid out of the Monies
arifing from the Sales of the Prize, and the Remainder equally divided among 2il thofe who fhall have been attually engaged
and employed in taking the faid Prize. Provided, That where any Detachments uf:hf! Army fhall have bezn employed
as aforefaid, their Part of the Prize-money thall be diftributed among them in‘Proportion to the Pay of the Officers and

Soldiers fo employed. ;
Extrait from the Minutes,

CHARLES THOMSON, SECRETART.
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Upcoming Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT:
August 7 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

® Manhattan Project Scientists Predict a Nuclear Arms Race, with Cynthia
Kelly, President, Atomic Heritage Foundation

September 4 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

* The Battle of Antietam & the Emancipation Proclamation, with Dr.
Edward Ayers, Professor of History, University of Richmond

BOOK BREAKS: July 6at2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)

e Judith Giesberg will discuss her book Last Seen: The Enduring Search by Formerly
Enslaved People to Find Their Lost Families




