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Today’s Documents

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)

Congress’s Reaction to the King’s Rejection of Olive Branch Petition, March 23,
1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04771)
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Interpreting the American Revolution

Americanization vs. Anglicization

Olive Branch Petition (July 5, 1775)

“The Death of General Wolfe,” an engraving by Benjamin
West, s.l., 1771 (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08878.0086)



1. Stamp Act Crisis (1764–1766)

2. Townshend Acts Crisis (1767–1770)

3. Tea Act/Independence Crisis (1773–1776)

Three Imperial Crises

The Stamp Act, published in London, 1765. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC03562.11)



“The Battle of Lexington” by Amos Doolittle, April 1775. 
(Marian S. Carson Collection, Library of Congress)



“The State-House in Philadelphia” by John Serz,  1776. 
(Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-pga-04142)

Independence Hall (Pennsylvania State House)



Lord North’s Conciliatory Proposal

“Frederick lord North” by Robert Pollard,  1780. (Library of Congress Rare Books and
Special Collections Division, LC-USZ62-45299 )



John Dickinson

Portrait of John Dickinson, n.d. 
(National Archives and Records Administration, 532841)



Journal of Congress

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)



Olive Branch Petition

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)



We shall decline the ungrateful talk of the describing the irksome variety of artifices,
practiced by many of your Majesty’s ministers, the delusive pretences, fruitless terrors,
and unavailing feverities that have from time to time been dealt out by them, in their
attempts to execute this impolitic plan or of tracing through a series of years past the
progress of the unhappy differences between Great Britain and these Colonies, that

have flowed from this fatal source.”

Olive Branch Petition (July 5, 1775)

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)



Knowing to what violent resentments and incurable animosities, civil discords are apt
to exasperate and inflame the contending parties, we think ourselves required by

indispensable obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow-subjects,
and to ourselves, immediately to use all the means in our power, not incompatible

with our safety, for stopping the further effusion of blood, and for averting the
impending calamities that threaten the British empire.” 

Olive Branch Petition (July 5, 1775)

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)



 We therefore beseech your Majesty, that your royal authority and influence be
graciously interposed to procure us relief from our afflicting fears and jealousies,

occasioned by the system before-mentioned, and to settle peace through every part of
your dominions, with all humility submitting part of your dominions, with all humility

submitting to your Majesty’s wife consideration . . . That your Majesty may enjoy a long
and prosperous reign, and that your descendants may govern your dominions, with honor

to themselves and happiness to their subjects, is our sincere prayer.”

Olive Branch Petition (July 5, 1775)

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)



Francis Lightfoot Lee

Letter from Frances Lightfoot Lee to John Page, January 30, 1776. Page 1. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04806)



 Congress’s Reaction to the King’s Rejection of Olive Branch Petition, March 23, 1776. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04771)

Aftermath



Q&A

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress Held at Philadelphia, May 10, 1775, Philadelphia
and London, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05704)



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault:

July 6 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)Book breaks:

August 7 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

Judith Giesberg will discuss her book Last Seen: The Enduring Search by Formerly
Enslaved People to Find Their Lost Families

September 4 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
 The Battle of Antietam & the Emancipation Proclamation, with Dr.
Edward Ayers, Professor of History, University of Richmond

Manhattan Project Scientists Predict a Nuclear Arms Race, with Cynthia
Kelly, President, Atomic Heritage Foundation


