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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.
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Today’s Document

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



Manisha Sinha is the Draper Chair in American History
at the University of Connecticut and past president of the
Society for Historians of the Early American Republic.
She is the recipient of numerous fellowships, including
the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship in
2022, and the author of multiple books, including The
Counterrevolution of Slavery: Politics and Ideology in
Antebellum South Carolina (2000); The Slave’s Cause: A
History of Abolition (2016), which won the Frederick
Douglass and SHEAR Best Book prizes; and The Rise and
Fall of the Second American Republic: Reconstruction,
1860–1920 (2024). A historian of the long nineteenth
century, her research interests lie in the transnational
histories of slavery, abolition, and feminism and the
history and legacy of the Civil War and Reconstruction.
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Born out of an anti-slavery convention in December 1833
Founded by William Lloyd Garrison with Arthur and Lewis
Tappan
Critical of American Colonization Society’s plan to deport
free Black people to Africa
Called for immediate abolition without compensation to
slaveholders
Published anti-slavery newspapers and journals
Split in 1840 over the role of women, religion, and politics

Declaration of Sentiments of the American Anti-Slavery Society, 1844. 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute GLC06200)

The American Anti-Slavery Society (AAS)



Founder of The Liberator, an anti-slavery
newspaper in Boston
Co-founded the AAS and drafted its
Constitution and Declaration of Sentiments
Advocated for immediate emancipation 
Advocated for women’s suffrage

William Lloyd Garrison

Photograph of William Lloyd Garrison, circa 1850. 
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06391.05)



Prominent abolitionist, philanthropist, and
businessman
Co-founded the AAS with Garrison and
served as its first president
Split from the AAS in 1840 and created the
American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society
with his brother, Lewis Tappan

Arthur Tappan

Drawing of Arthur Tappan from The Life of Arthur Tappan by Lewis Tappan,
1870. (Library of Congress)

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



American Anti-Slavery
Society

“. . . We are willing to give our time and
labor gratuitously to the service of the slave
and of his friends; but it is obvious that we
are powerless, unless strongly sustained by

the anti-slavery public. . . .”

Letter from members of the American Anti-Slavery Society to the “anti-
slavery public,” 1844. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06143.01)



Almanacs in the Nineteenth Century 

Accessible and widely
disseminated 
Inexpensive (sold for 6
cents in 1839)
Major media of its day

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-
Slavery Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman
Institute, GLC05826)



Northern Readership

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



Appealing to Northern
Working Class

“Southern statesmen now defend slavery, not on
the ground that white men have a right to hold

black men as property, but that LABORERS are
rightfully the PROPERTY of capitalists. . . . By
opposing abolitionists, you defend the principle

that a nation’s laborers and their wives and
children should be ARTICLES OF TRAFFIC.”

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



Boycotting Products

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



Free Schools

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



School Segregation

“Let your children be taught to
love liberty and abhor caste. Let
none be excluded for their color

—either by the insults of the
children or the vote of the

parents.”

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery Society,
New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



“Emancipated Slaves Can Take
Care of Themselves”

“The emancipated people manifest as
much cunning and address in business

as any class of persons.”
Mr. James Howell 

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



Abolitionist Printing Press Demolished by Mob

Abolitionist Elijah Lovejoy was
murdered and printing press was
destroyed in 1837
Based in Missouri but moved to the free
state of Illinois after receiving death
threats 
Pro-slavery mobs still attacked him and
his printing press in Illinois on several
occasions leading up to his death

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



Q&A

American Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1839, American Anti-Slavery
Society, New York 1839. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05826)



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault:

October 12 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)Book breaks:

December 4 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

Jared Cohen will discuss his book Life After Power: Seven Presidents and Their
Search for Purpose Beyond the White House. 

November 6 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
 The Gettysburg Address, with Dr. Jonathan White, Professor of
American Studies, Christopher Newport University

Moving Artillery During the American Revolution, with Dr. Phil
Hamilton, Professor of History, Christopher Newport University



Upcoming Programs

declaration at 250: December 11 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
The Abolitionist Origins of the Second American Revolution, with Dr. Manisha
Sinha, Professor of History, University of Connecticut

This workshop will look at the ways abolitionists, Black and White, critically engaged with
revolutionary ideology of the Declaration of Independence from the American Revolution to the
Civil War. While evoking revolutionary principles and republican ideals, they also developed a
sustained critique of southern slavery and the legal and constitutional prerogatives claimed by
slaveholders. Abolitionist ideas made possible the Second American Revolution of emancipation
during the Civil War and the founding of a Second American Republic based on an interracial
democracy and Black citizenship. 



2025 National History Teacher of
the Year Award Ceremony

Valencia Abbott from North Carolina

RSVP at  gilderlehrman.org/nhtoy-2025 or email
events@gilderlehrman.org.

Upcoming Events

November 5, 2025
5:00-7:00 p.m.
The Harvard Club 
35 W. 44  St., New York, NY 10036th


