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o We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
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{T’-+OL_JR score and seven years ago our fathers brought
_JE{ forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived
¢4 in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation
so conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We
are met on a great battle-field of that war., We are met
to dedicate a portion of it as the final resting-place of
those who here gave their lives that that nation might
live, It is altogether fitting and proper that we should
do this. But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we
cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The
brave men living and dead who struggled here have con-
secrated it far above our power to add or detract.

CT_,.‘.:‘:’HE world will little note nor long remember what
le we say here, but it can never forget what they
(> did here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedi-
cated here to the unfinished work that they have thus
far so nobly carried on. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they here gave the last full
measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that
the dead shall not have died in vain, that the nation

shall, under God, have a new birth of freedom; and

The President’s Dedication Address at Gettysburg, & || that governments of the people, by the people and for

the people, shall not perish from the earth.
Miller & Mathews, New York, ca. 1863.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06811) - et -
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Dr. Jonathan White
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Jonathan W. White is a professor of American Studies at
Christopher Newport University. He is author or editor of 21
books and more than 100 articles, essays, and reviews about
Abraham Lincoln, the Civil War, slavery and emancipation,
and the US Constitution. Among his awards are the 2019
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia’s
Outstanding Faculty Award—the highest honor bestowed
upon college faculty by the Commonwealth of Virginia. His
books include A House Built by Slaves: African American
Visitors to the Lincoln White House, which received the Gilder
Lehrman Lincoln Prize; Shipwrecked: A True Civil War Story
of Mutinies, Jailbreaks, Blockade-Running, and the Slave
Trade (2023); a children’s book, My Day with Abe Lincoln
(2024); and Measuring the Man: The Writings of Frederick
Dounglass on Abrabam Lincoln (2025), which he co-edited
with Lucas E. Morel.
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A Record of the Metropolitan Fair, New York, 1867. (John Shaw Pierson Civil War
Collection)




Lincoln and Washington

Columbia’s Noblest Sons, Kimmel and Forster,
New York, 1865. (The Gilder Lehrman
Institute, GLC02597)
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Lyceum Address (January 27, 1838)

“This task of gratitude to our fathers, justice to ourselves,
duty to posterity, and love for our species in general, all
imperatively require us faithtully to perform.”

Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. Volume 1 [1824-Aug. 28, 1848]." In the digital collection Collected
Works of Abraham Lincoln. https://name.umdl.umich.edu/lincolnl. University of Michigan Library Digital

Collections.
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Photograph of Abraham Lincoln, by Mathew Brady, February 27, 1860. (The Gilder Lehrman
~ Institute, GLC05111.02.0001)



GILDER LEHRMAN

INSTITUTE
of
ERICAN HISTORY

Abraham Lincoln

“As the patriots of seventy-six did to the support of
the Declaration of Independence, so to the support
of the Constitution and Laws, let every American

pledge his life, his property, and his sacred honor...”

Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. Volume 1 [1824-Aug. 28, 1848]." In the digital
collection Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. https://name.umdl.umich.edu/lincoln1.
University of Michigan Library Digital Collections.

Portrait of Abraham Lincoln by Alexander Gardner, 1863.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00245)




Lincoln’s Peoria Address, October 16, 1854
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THE DRED SCOTT DECISION.
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OPINION OF CHIEF JUSTICE III“ANEY:
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AN INTRODUCTION

BY
DR. J. H. VAN EVRIE.
J-'IH’

AN APPENDIX,

QONTAINING AN IESAY ON THE

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE PROGNATHOUS RACE

Of Flaukin,

ORIGINALLY TWRITIEN FOR THE NEW TYORE DAY-BOOE,

BY

DR. 8. A. CARTWRIGHT,

OF NEW ORLEANS,

———————————

PUBLISHED BEY VAN EVRIE, HORTON % CO.,
AT TIE OFFICE OF TUE SEW YORK DAY-BOOE, 40 ANN STREET, NEW TORE,

1860,

The Dred Scott Decision
(March 1857)

Supreme Court Ruling: Citizenship did not extend to “the African race.”

INSTITUTE

“I had thought the Declaration contemplated the progressive
improvement in the condition of all men everywhere; but no, it
merely ‘was adopted for the purpose of justitying the colonists in the eyes
of the civilized world in withdrawing their allegiance from the British
crown, and dissolving their connection with the mother country.” Why,
that object having been effected some eighty years ago, the Declaration is
of no practical use now--mere rubbish--old wadding left to rot on the
battle-field after the victory is won.”

"Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. Volume 2 [Sept. 3, 1848-Aug. 21, 1858]." In the digital collection Collected Works of
Abraham Lincoln. https://name.umdl.umich.edu/lincoln2. University of Michigan Library Digital Collections.

The Dred Scott Decision. Opinion by Chief Justice Taney, New York, 1860.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC04393)
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“I have often pondered over the dangers which were incurred by the
men who assembled here, and framed and adopted that Declaration of
Independence. I have pondered over the toils that were endured by the

officers and soldiers of the army who achieved that Independence. I

have often inquired of myself what great principle or idea it was that

kept this Confederacy so long together. It was not the mere matter of
the separation of the colonies from the mother land; but something in
that Declaration giving liberty, not alone to the people of this country,
but hope to the world for all future time. It was that which gave
promise that in due time the weights should be lifted from the
shoulders of all men, and that 4// should have equal chance. This is the
sentiment embodied in that Declaration of Independence.”

"Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln. Volume 4 [Mar. 5, 1860-Oct. 24, 1861]." In the digital collection Collected
Works of Abraham Lincoln. https://name.umdl.umich.edu/lincoln4. University of Michigan Library Digital

Collections.

“President Lincoln Hoisting the American Flag with Thirty-Four Stars upon Independence Hall, Philadelphia,
February 22, 1861,” Harper’s Weekly, March 9, 1861. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01733.03)
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Lincoln’s First Inauguration (1861
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Inauguration of Mr. Lincoln, photograph by John Wood, March 4, 1861.
(Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-ppmsca-
07636)
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

The Fourth of March, 1861.

March 8, 1861.—Ordered to be printed,

FeLLow-orrizeNs oF THE UXNITED StaTeEs: In compliance with
a custom as old as the Government itself, I appear before you to
address you briefly, and to take in your presence the oath pre-
scribed by the Constitution of the United States to be taken by
the President ‘“ before he enters on the execution of his office.”’

I do not consider it necessary at present for me to discuss those
matters of administration about which there is no special anxiety
or excitement.

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the Southern
States that by the accession of a Republican Admipistration their
property and their peace and personal security are to be endan-
gered. There has never been any reasonable cause for such
apprehension. Indeed, the most ample evidence to the contrary
has all the while existed and been open to their inspection. It
is found in nearly all the published speeches of him who now
addresses you. I do but quote from one of those speeches when
I declare that *‘I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to
interfere with the institution of slavery ih the States where it
exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no
inclination to do so.”” Those who nominated and elected me did
so with full knowledge that I had made this and many similar
declarations, and had never recanted them. And, more than this,
they placed in the platform for my acceptance, and as a law to
themselves and to me, the clear and emphatic resolution which I
now read :
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Lincoln’s First Inaugural

Address

-0

“I am loth to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We
must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained
it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic
chords of memory, stretching from every battle-tield,
and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearthstone,
all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the
Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the
better angels of our nature.”

Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address, March 4,
1861, page 10. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01264)

Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1861, page 1. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01264)



ational Cemetery at Gettysburg

i B i
DESIGY FOBR THE IMPROVEMENT t;i l-l+l|,' .
i k a / f
3 Are i Vi ORDER OF PROCESSION
THE SOLDIERS’ NATIONAL CEMETERY, :.".J': ~ ‘;* . e
s l:." a8 ‘ &
GRITARRE R4 b & o .E,E'-'; s’ g w2/ CONSECRATION OF THE NATIONAL CEMETERY AT
s " | g b ¥ / GETTYSBURG, PA., '
s Rt o Wb *‘-"I \‘..;l-":‘i" * ON TITE 16re OF XOVEMAER, 1862
WILLIAW SuTTNHIIHE : # [] ii"l"" & -._.t'
Rssserage Lsrdmr i Fes 4 o .'I‘.l - ] !
' ALy L .,:‘: [ fr
il i . -'- f '.“'.r J' / Military, under command of Major-General Coves, ,
L'. by :"" F 'FI [ —— Major-General MeanE and Staff, and the Officers and Soldiers
¥ g J,." iy P i R e of the Army of the Potomac. .
SCALE OF FEET. fa My A .i', __f' . TEROEXEA Officers of the Navy and Marine Corps of the United ‘.'e:mies.
i 1 N W'E l-:*!' A '.' ¥ G. ¥, L BELAWALE :‘tbl'.i.!- CHIEF }i.ﬂ.ﬂﬂllhlp ..q;ll.].‘;i,
— I.I_- _— '."I- * -_'_:' L ! b miEpE (ELLER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
Py ._'I“--I"ll I|Il- ] ‘i_ 0 i # y B EEw namMFERiRE Members 0-[' 1!1& Cabinet.
1 Ty, A SADY [/ 7. TERmONT Assistant Seeretaries of the several Executive Departments.
Ie Iuﬂr"" A l'ﬁl:- i e e, .‘i]-i- [ i £ NiW JIESER GE!IEHI-iII-G]ﬁBF aof the ﬁi‘m:,’.’, ﬂ.l'!l:.l, Staff.
.‘-:'*'"d‘ A I".‘:: 3 AL T 1 v P wiaooxals Lientenant-General Scotr and Rear-Admiral BrEwarT.
3 1."';‘1‘;.1-1 % X :: o r T——— Judges of the United States Supreme Court. :
“.l..'l-‘lt"" Jr by = - T i ¥/ 11, MEswEssTa Hon. Enwarp Evererr, Orator of the Day, and the Chaplain. I
¥ 1 Sy [ I‘ (o i W e g . ':I‘."‘ !b ' . 19 maarisTn Governors of the States, and their Ef}l‘,aﬁ's, -
o g h':"" . A _l..**‘“ AN '-1-':::. T ‘ _.1','-." s ' [ -Ll pbik !rl.- y rRe R Commissioners of the States on the Inauguration of the Cem-
.__ I ‘-.qll.l" L i l-.: |I -,'.: -.: ) x F I'. -_:;E- ’.. — -...- -|'|-‘, ,r" et Em.
TG\ LA 1 ..ek}% P\ v/ R Bearers with the Flags of the States.
E;- :“:;E ] » L ._.; £ .-.-r;.= -. - ll_.‘.:n,,-_'. B e Py 8 Fi £ .-"I 1§ WwngaLe YIBE—P'RE.‘!'IDEKT oF THE UNITED STATES an:l 5peakur of the
= *‘. }1.{"' e _.\_:' .'_-J 'I::- [ t < ’ "'..__ S # L ;L 17. ¥OW TORK House of Rﬁpmﬁﬂnmti\'ﬂﬂ-
: g ENNTEE T/ W3 ——— Members of the two Houses of Congress.
= ""n L Gk x —— A & 15, MasSACNUAEETS. Officers of the two Houses of Congress.
2 :‘. b *‘ A pt e e _J; R Mayors of Cities.

wnl

MAp OF
THE GROUNDS

4 ] A — — E— ' :.:;}_‘-':-:f' f ;"::':::T miission.

| Pal £y at 4 *l Li'll- Ll I'* / i ; Committees of different Religious Bodies.
& ’_, T i Lty P S Ak l# at 4 '-i'.qn' i i o United States Military Telegraphic Corps.
I-i.'i-:‘t"i‘.it‘tlf-ti dhdobbhbibdlins ibabdabhisdihbtnns’ / w5 FLAGETARE, BT -

Gettysburg Committee of Arrangements.
Officers and Members of the United States Sanitary Com-

(Bt Y

Address of Hon. Edward Everett, at the Consecration of the National Cemetery at Gettysburg, 19th November, 1863,

Boston, 1864. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC07743)

Officers and Representatives of Adams’s Express Company.

Officers of different Telegraph Companies.

Literary, Scientific, and Industrial Associations.
Oifficers and Members of Loyal Leagues,

Citizens of the State of Pennsylvania.
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ORDER OF PROCESSION.,

Hospital Corps of the Army.
Soldiers’ Relief Associations.
Knights Templar.

Masonic Fraternity,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Other Benevalent Associations.

The Press.
Fire Companies.
Citizens of other States.

Citizens of the District of Columbia,
Citizens of the several Te.frritm:ins.
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Abraham Lincoln’s lifelong
engagement with the principles of
the Declaration of Independence.
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[Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, Gettysburg], 1863. (Library of
*; Congress Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-ds-03106)
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THE PRESIDENT'S

Dedtcation 2A00ress

{?-+QUR score and seven years ago our fathers brought
_45{" forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived
¢ in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation
so conceived and so dedicated can long endure, We
are met on a great battle-field of that war. We are met
to dedicate a portion of it as the final resting-place of
those who here gave their lives that that nation might
live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should
do this. But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we
cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The
brave men living and dead who struggled here have con-
secrated it far above our power to add or detract.

C::‘DHE world will little note nor long remember what

ILj we say here, but it can never forget what they
(3 did here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedi-
cated here to the unfinished work that they have thus
far so nobly carried on. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they here gave the last full
measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that
the dead shall not have died in vain, that the nation
shall, under God, have a new birth of freedom; and
that governments of the people, by the people and for
the people, shall not perish from the earth,

T e e B e e e P e P e e, g,

AT L e s L e T o i
Puprisaep BY Mirner & Matuews, 757 DrROADWAY.
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Gettysburg Address
(November 19, 1863)
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“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought
forth on this continent a new nation conceived in
Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men

are created equal.”

The President’s Dedication Address at Gettysburg, Miller & Mathews, New York, ca. 1863.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06811)

President’s Dedication Address at Gettysburg, circa 1863. (Gilder Lehrman Institute,
GLC06811)
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THE PRESIDENT’S

Deotcation AWooress

P

{T\}OUR score and seven years ago our fathers brought
_AH'J forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived
¢4  in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation
so conceived and so dedicated can long endure, We
are met on a great battle-field of that war. We are met
to dedicate a portion of it as the final resting-place of
those who here gave their lives that that nation might
live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should
do this. But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we
cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The
brave men living and dead who struggled here have con-
secrated it far above our power to add or detract.

C}:‘:}HE world will little note nor long remember what

D we say here, but it can never forget what they
& v did here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedi-
cated here to the unfinished work that they have thus
far so nobly carried on. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they here gave the last full
measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that
the dead shall not have died in vain, that the nation
shall, under God, have a new birth of freedom; and
that governments of the people, by the people and for
the people, shall not perish from the earth,
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Gettysburg Address
(November 19, 1863)
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“Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing
whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so
dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great
battle-field of that war. We are met to dedicate a
portion of it as a final resting-place of those who here
gave their lives that that nation might live. It is
altogether titting and proper that we should do this.”

The President’s Dedication Address at Gettysburg, ca. 1863.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06811)

The President’s Dedication Address at Gettysburg, Miller & Mathews, New York,
ca. 1863. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06811)
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Gettysburg Address (November 19, 1863)

“But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot
hallow this ground. The brave men living and dead who struggled here have
consecrated it far above our power to add or detract. The world will little note
nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did
here. It is for us, the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work
that they have thus far so nobly carried on. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that from these honored dead
we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here gave the last tull
measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that the dead shall not have
died in vain, that the nation shall, under God, have a new birth of freedom;
and that governments of the people, by the people and for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

The President’s Dedication Address at Gettysburg, ca. 1863. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06811)
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“Parlor of Lincoln” by Ridgway Glover, 1865.

(The Lincoln Financial Foundation Collection)
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The President’s Dedication Address at Gettysburg, Miller and Mathews,
New York, ca. 1863. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06811)

THE PRESIDENT'S

Deotcaton 2001e55

{""‘f-+QL_JR score and seven years ago our fathers brought
_n-'i{ forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived
¢4  in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation
so conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We
are met on a great battle-field of that war., We are met
to dedicate a portion of it as the final resting-place of
those who here gave their lives that that nation might
live. 1t is altogether fitting and proper that we should
do this. But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we
cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The
brave men living and dead who struggled here have con-
secrated it far above our power to add or detract.

NHE world will little note nor long remember what

we say here, but it can never forget what they
did here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedi-
cated here to the unfinished work that they have thus
far so nobly carried on. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they here gave the last full
measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that
the dead shall not have died in vain, that the nation
shall, under God, have a new birth of freedom; and
that governments of the people, by the people and for
the people, shall not perish from the earth,
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Upcoming Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT:
December 4 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

® December 1775: An Expedition to Save Boston with Dr. Phil Hamilton,
Professor of History, Christopher Newport University

January 8 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

e Continental Army Soldiers” Experiences at Valley Forge and Beyond with
Rick Atkinson, recipient of the 2020 George Washington Prize.

BOOK BREAKS: November 9at2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)

e Ken Burns and Geoftrey C. Ward will discuss their book The American Revolution:
An Intimate History.




The Declaration of Independence at 250

TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
December 11, 2025, at 7-8:30 p.m. ET

* The Abolitionist Origins of the Second American Revolution with Dr.

Manisha Sinha, University of Connecticut

January 8, 2026, at 7-8:30 p.m. ET

* The Rediscovery of America: The Declaration of Independence and the
Perils of Narrative History with Dr. Ned Blackhawk, Yale University

April 8, 2026, at 7-8:30 p.m. ET
® The Long Arc of Justice: Tracing America’s Civil Rights Evolution with Dr. Ashley

Farmer, University of T'exas at Austin




