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The Gilder Lehrman Institute
of American History

 We are the leading nonprofit organization dedicated to K-
12 history education while also serving the general public.
Our mission is to promote the knowledge and
understanding of American history through educational
programs and resources.

 The Institute provides teachers, students, and the general
public with direct access to unique primary source
materials.




Technical Support

Assisting with technical issues — Marissa Cheifetz, Coordinator
of Publications and Multimedia — firstfriday@gilderlehrman.org

Facilitating the chat — Daniel Pecoraro, Education Program
Coordinator




How to Pa rticipate

To keep background noise down, your mic is automatically
muted.

If you would like to ask a question, you can:

* C(lick the button to raise your hand
 Puta question in the Q&A tab at the bottom of the screen

Your camera is automatically off.




How to Participate on PC or Mac

e In full screen, you will see Q&A and hand raising along the
bottom.
® You receive a notification and be able to unmute yourself.




How to Participate via Zoom Phone App
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We want to hear from you!

During the Q&A portion of the presentation, we would love to
hear from you.

Do you have a question about the documents?
How could you use this with your students or children?

Do you have any additional information you want to share?




The Gilder Lehrman Collection

Over 70,000 documents &
500 years of American history

!

4,062 documents written during the month of
April

!

4 items to share with you today




Today’s Documents

Calling out the militia during the Battle of Lexington &
Concord, presented by Laura Hapke, Curatorial Assistant

A rare printing of Lincoln’s Second Inaugural, presented by
Allison Kraft, Assistant Curator

A survivor’s account of the sinking of the Titanic,
presented by William Roka, Hamilton Education
Coordinator

The inspiration behind | AM A MAN, presented by Sandy
Trenholm, Collection Director




Battle of
Lexington,

1856
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Paul Revere, “A View of Part of the
Town of Boston,” 1770
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Detail from “Bloody Butchery™ by the British
Troops, 1775
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Jobhn Church, Paul Revere’s Ride, 1884.

Retrieved from the Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/item/sm1884.22702/
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Isaac Merrill to Jobn Currier, April 19,
1775

Essex Co To John Currier Capt of a militerry foot Company in Amesbury this Day |
have received intiligence that the ministeriel troops under the Command of
General Gage did Last evening march out of Boston and marched to Lexington &
there Killed a Number of our American Soldiers & thence proceed to Concord
Killing and Destroying our men and interest: These are therefore to order you
forthwith to Notify and muster as many of your under officers and Soldiers as you
can possible to meet immediatly to Some Suitable place: and then to march of
forthwith to Concord or Else where as in your Descretion you Shall think best to
the reliefe of our Friend[s] and Country: and also to order those who are now
absent & out of the way to Follow after and ioin you as Soon as they shall be
apprized of the Alaram and when you have marched your men to Some part of
our army you are to appoint some officer to head them in case you return home
your Self: till Some Further order may be taken: in this Faile Not Given under my
Hand and Seal at Amesbury this Ninteenth Day of April in the Fifteenth year of
the Reign of George the third Anno Domini: 1775

Isaac Merrill
Coll




Isaac Merrill to Jobn Currier, April 19,
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These are therefore to order you forthwith to Notify and muster as many of your
under officers and Soldiers as you can possible to meet immediatly to Some
Suitable place: and then to march of forthwith to Concord or Else where as in your
Descretion you Shall think best to the reliefe of our Friend[s] and Country: and
also to order those who are now absent & out of the way to Follow after and ioin
you as Soon as they shall be apprized of the Alaram







Abrabham Lincoln,

Inaungural Address,
March 4, 1865

ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁa.ﬂiﬁ -&@
@4@,’:@» OF PRESIDENT %@@&
BRAHAM LINCOLN,

DELIVERED AT THE NATIONAL CAPITOL,

MARCH 4th, 1865.

Fellow Countepmen :
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Abrabam Lincoln’s Second Inaugural
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Abrabam Lincoln’s Second Inaugural

Retrieved from the Library of Congress,




Abrabam Lincoln, Inaugural Address, March 4,
1865

Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that

this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away.
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Abrabam Lincoln, Inaugural Address, March 4,
1865

Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same God, and each invokes

His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare

to ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of
other men’s faces; but let us judge not, that we be not judged. The pray-
ers of both should not be answered.
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Abrabam Lincoln, Inaugural Address, March 4,
1865

Both parties deprecated war; but one of them would make war rather
than let the nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let

it perish, and the war came.
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Abrabam Lincoln, Inaugural Address, March 4,
1865

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the

right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we

are in, to bind up the nation’s wound, to care for iim who shall have borne
tHe battle, and for his widow and orphans; to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and a lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.
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Lincoln’s Second Inangural

Retrieved from the Library of Congress,




The assassination of President Lincoln

THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN

FORBDS THEA

Retrieved from the Library of Congress:




The death of President Lincoln
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SCEXT AT THE DEATHLIID OF FRETSDEST LINOGLY.

Retrieved from the New York Public Library,




President Lincoln's funeral procession in New York, 1865
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The last photograph of President Lincoln, March 6, 1865
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The Titanic, circa 1912
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[The Titanic] circa 1912, (from Encyclopedia Britannica) retrieved from
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/photos-of-the-titanic-tragedy-from-101-years-ago-19446446/




Washington Dodge,
April 1912
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RAMS Carpathia

RMS Carpathia Retrieved from:




Washington Dodge, April 1912

“...by a violent jar. | had the
impression that the steamer had
been struck on her side”

“and soon learned that we had
run into ice”
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Washington Dodge, April 1912

“I heard a passenger state that he saw the ice berg pass...”

“the order has just come down for
all passengers to put on life
preservers.

Rushing to my cabin | got my wife
and 4 yr old son”

“rushed them up on the boat deck”
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Washington Dodge, April 1912

“...as the next
boat no 3 was
loaded | placed
them aboard,
and stood back,
while women
and children
were under
command of an
officer placed
aboard. |
watched this
boat safely
lowered to the
water 70 or 80 ft Gilder Lehrman Collection
below...”




Washington Dodge, April 1912

“...our boat was being lowered
directly into the immense volume of
water thrown out from the ships
side by the condenser pump...”

“It would instantly have swamped
our boat”
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Titanic life boats on way to Carpathia, 1912
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Titanic life boats on way to Carpathia, 1912. [Photograph] Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001704327/.




pathia, 1912

Group of survivors of the Titanic disaster aboard the Carpathia after being rescued. Retrieved from the Library of
Congress:




Titanic Statistics:

Of the 2,224 people on board, less than 1/3 survived.
1000

908
706
325 285 B Number of
- people on board
178 212 M Survivors
118

1st Class 2nd Class 3rd Class Crew







“TAM A MAN,”
Allied Printing,
1968
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The Memphis Sanitation Workers Strike

e The movement combined a labor dispute and civil
rights

o Sanitation workers had been trying to form a union
for years but fear of being fired kept them from taking
action. Among their complaints were:

Low pay, long hours and not being paid overtime

No benefits, no vacation, no workers compensation. You
could be fired for getting hurt on the job.

Dangerous working conditions

Malfunctioning equipment that was not being repaired




The Memphis Sanitation Workers Strike

In February 1968, Echol Cole and Robert Walker were
killed when an electrical short caused them to be crushed
in a truck’s trash compactor.

It was the final straw. 1,300 black men from the
Memphis Department of Public Works went on strike.
Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb vehemently refused to
negotiate with them.




“TAM A MAN,”
Allied Printing,
1968
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Am I Not A Man
And A Brother,
1838

Am I Not A Woman
&9 A Sister,
1838

Gilder Lehrman Collection




Declaration of Independence, 1776

; Inrc(r_)NGRESS,. July 4, 1776.
A DECLARATION,
BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF

We hold these Truths to The United STATES of America,
be self-evident, that all R Lt S

with :r'lhl'f. and to affume among. the Powers of the Faith, the feparate and equal on to which the Laws of Nazare and of Nawrels
(md evgn:le thém, a decent Kefpelt to the Opinions of Mankind requires, thit they thould declare the Caufes which imp | them to the
paration

‘We hold lhck Truths to be felf-evident, that sl men sre creared egual, that, they are endowed by their Creator with certain unaliensbl Rights, that amnng
m e n a r e C r e a e e l I a thefe ae Lie, Liberty, and the. Purfut of Happinefa—That to fecure thele: Rights, Govermentsare iafk i den, detiving their jult Powers
, fram the Confene nl the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes defiruétive af thefe 1 n¢ Is the wighe of the Feople to altet or ko
wnalith i, and to it s laying its Foundation on fuch Principles, and erganizing |n pwers b fuch, Forav, as to them fhall feem: molt
Jikely o effet thieir Safety and Hippinefs.  Piudence, xmhnf. will dictate that Governiients. lung nat be changed for light and tranfiche
c-um 3 and -\r(r\m ngly all Vxperience hath. fbewn, . are more difpofled to fu § . has ight thonlclves by abo.
i

lithing the Fe which they age accuitomed. ¢ iy i i rl) edt, cvinces & Uefign

30 TecticE theo ader abfolute Defpotifin, it is theie Righe, it is thewr Bugy F flich " fis G I tieir furure Secu-
#ity.  Such has béen the pasient Sulferanee of thele Colonics 5 and fuch is now the Neerlity which co 3 theim to alter theirformer Syftems of ‘Governa
mei. slie Hiltory of tbe prefent King of Grese Bric'in, i+ & Hittory of repeied Injuries and Ulurpations, all having in diret Chjcé the Ll

of a0 abfullte Tyranny over thele States. 1o prave this, e h.h bz fubmiteed did Worlds
Fiehas sefufed his Aflent to Laws, the molt wholel } ablic G
He has for-idden his Governors to pafs | aws of inmedi ite aml pn(rng lnlpvr:.m\., ualcls fufpended in their Operation tll his Aflent liould be obtained §

. .
and when (o fifjeoded, e has uiterly neglecteld 1o atterd to thom
e I r re a O r W I Heitas refolcd o pafy other Laws for the Accommodation o large Diftrids of Penple, unlefs thafe. Peagle would relinquilh the Right of Reprefensition
i in the Legiflature, a Right ineftimabh n W ble to L yranes only.
Hié us called ¢ gether | egflative Bovies at. Places unuidal, uncomtortable, and diflane from the Depofitory of hcir public Records, for the fole Purs
ole-olatiguing cher Inta Cotaikince Wikt M e *
Efe has diffolved Reprefensative Foules tepeatedlyy for oppofing with manly. Firmaefs hisTnvaficns on the Rights of the Peaple.

He bil{refuled for a long Time, after fus hi)xnulua nuule Gthers to beeletied s whmh; ;! eng"alll':Fuwus‘mpsMu of Annikilation, Rive rerursied

. .
4 o the People at Jarge for theie xer e S 1 m without, and Convulfi
| He his endeavoured ta prevent the b a1 of thefe *iates 5 for ¢ mg ; Saws [ar urw!.mw. ot Forcigners § rel
®thcrs 1o encourage their Migrations and raifing the Conditions of new A pgrop g K .
He has obftruéled the Adminiliration of Juftice, by relufiog bis A(fent ul aw)k% ing JMiciiry Pcwru
l-hlm mndejudgudcpmde - an his W l&mln.gmm_()rac:r, andthe A, and Bagiaa of theie Sabirier.

fent et Sriarms of Officers to hareals our eo jls, aid eat out tics Subllasice,
aut the Confent of our Lcg]

. 5
H s i 5,
Rights, that amon e L b 2 '
) Helhiss combined with others to fan(-l.uim 2 Jurifdidtion fore an knowledged by our Laws; giving his Affent o their AGs

of precended Logiflation ¢
For quartering largge Bodies of Azmu! Troops among, us
For prote@ting them, by a mock of Trial, from I’umtl\mcn: fot ady Murders which they fhall commit on the Infiabicancs of thefe States:
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the Wotld s

. . ! <
For intpaling Taxes on us without cur Confent :
| For depriving as, in many Cafes, of che Benefits of Trial by Jur
) ) g For tran(porting us beyond Seas £o be tried for preiended Gffences :
" For abolithing the free Syftém of Englith Laws ina thouring I'roviree, eflablihing therein an :rh:rury Goverriment, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
as to render it at once an Example and bio Infttumenc for i m\urmg the fame abl ule into thefe C

For takingaway our Charters, ab iing our mot valaible Laws, and "3 g l r Goverfiments ¢
J.o rur;v: e O ad dect ehemiclves inveited wiih & legil Il Cafes whatfoever :

. .
i ¢ here, by declaring s ovt of et y Vs
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cuatfiances of Crueity and Iwn, Ic.muy paralicled molk birbaious Ages, ard t

e Inis contrsined our fellow Citizens riken Cagtive o the High -cad to baar Arms againlt o
Brethren] orto fall themiclves by

° £
Hle bas exived domeftic InfurreClions smongt v, #nd b
d known Ruleof Wartare, is anwaditinguithed Detlra e\gﬂ‘ sew and U
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Connrétions and Correfp: fhry«n‘!.\vrm‘nlﬂl o the \m::ol jnlh«c:nx!ol C g uini We mult, nmdune, -u]ukl\n inthe mnn..,,v.h h
denpunces our Separation, and as we hokd the lrlhfo ind; £ win Waryiin Do

\We, therefore, the Rep
Supr:me Judge of ghe Worl
and Declare, that thefe United Coloni £ u wre anp [xoi
Allegianre to the Bricifh Crown, and ll\.u all i e of ¢
a5 Fnac axp INoeresnes: A 7t they bave full vy o Pesce, ¢

oihers Ads and Thi N fs n KT ST AT ESmay of K Supp Declasation, with a frm Keliance o

y. 2 to caclr othee our Lives, vut Fortuics, and our tacred Hos00f,

Signed Ly Owvrwr and i Bewary of the CokSnESS,

JOHN HANCOCK, Patiisign
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CHARLIS-TOWN, Pisted by Peran Trnornr
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| Am A Man
[Excerpt]

But to me this was my greatest hour,
With chin thrust out and head up proud
| stood up straight and | said out loud,

| am a man!

And | shall always defy

the oppression of mankind

until the day | die.

Printed in The Memphis FLyer, February 22, 2002

“IlAm A Man,”
Poem by Robert
Worsham,

1962




Dr. Martin Luther King’s Mountaintop Speech,
April 3, 1968

“And I've looked over, and I've seen the Promised Land. | may not
get there with you. But | want you to know tonight, that we, as a
people, will get to the Promised Land. And so I'm happy tonight;
I'm not worried about anything; I'm not fearing any man.”




“Honor King, End Racism,” April 8, 1968
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“TAM A MAN,”
Emerson Graphics,
1968

MEMPHI
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What is the Civil Rights history of your

wmmum’ty?

Our 2021 calendar will focus on the struggle for civil rights across 500
years of American/US history. We want to include events from your local
history.
We want to feature events and people who are not nationally known.
It is a great opportunity to research your local, state, or regional

history.
We want all people to be represented in the calendar.
We need:
e Adescription of the event
e The Month, Day, and Year it happened
e Citations for the information for further research.
* Deadline for submission is May 1, 2020

Submit your entry here:




National History Teacher of the Year

Each year the History Teacher of the Year award honors an exceptional K-
12 teacher in each of the 50 states, District of Columbia, Department of
Defense Schools, and US Territories. These winners are then entered into
a pool for the National History Teacher of the Year award.

State History Teachers of the Year receive a $1,000 prize, an archive of
materials for their classroom, and a ceremony in their state.

The National History Teacher of the Year receives a $10,000 prize, and a
ceremony in their honor in NYC.

In order to be considered for the award, teachers must first be nominated
and then will receive a link to submit their materials.

If you know an outstanding teacher, please visit
gilderlehrman.org/nominate to nominate them today!




What’s next?

. We will send you a packet with the documents we talked
about today.

. Please complete a 2-minute feedback survey:

. Visit for
® Documents
Essays
Digital Exhibitions
Videos
Lesson Plans
Hamilton Education Program

Thank you!




