“Men of Color: To Arms! Now or Never,” 1863

TO ARMS! TO ARMS!

NOW OR NEVER

! The Gover of the United States calls for every Able-bodied Colored Man to enter the
. Army for the

Three Yeary Service!

“”hm&&mdl‘m-ndthlhlon. A new era is open to us. For generations we have suffered
under the horrors of staver) . outrage and .m-ﬁ.dhmbeende-led.unrcm-enshlyblmulmurn-h
-Ui—ll-‘e‘,mlﬂrhuuwda-dm-ﬂ&ehpesd the future of our race involved in doubt and dark-
’- But now our relations to the vhite race are changed. Now. therefore. is our most precions moment. Let us rush

FAIL NOW, & OUR RACE IS DOOMED

d--‘- We must new awake, arise, or be forever fallen. If we value liberty, if we wish to be free in this land, if we love
‘I'-obvenrh-lna-.—r.uum our home, we must strike now while the country calls: we must rise up in the dignity of our -

: show by -rw- right arms that we are worthy to be freemen. Our enemies haye made the country believe that we are
- eraven soul, the spirit of soldier~.  Shall we die with this stigma resting upon our graves!  Shall
‘we leave this inheritance of Shame 10 our Children?! No! a thousand times NO! We WILL Rise! The alternative is upon us. Let us rather
die freemen than live to be slaves. Waat is life without liberty ! We say that we have manhood: now is the time to prove it. A nation or a
Ciﬂ wm—yum but cannot be respected. If we would bereﬂrde‘-a-.lwe'nllhaverlﬂe-cemw‘
Iﬂe.lu-‘olov-‘l"lyuAr-ﬂ Wenve-n-wnn'.lnr-u our Br at Port
’s Bend, though they are just from the galling. uu-vmwnuwmnombylu-ﬂaﬂﬂ

-.-, U.‘ymmﬁ-lmmmnm WE P“VE.UICbL‘!li MEN 1

Aﬂ FREEMEN LESS BRAVE THAN SLAVES

and joined the Armies of the Union to their Country. Cannot
--M-‘Mvmldmb-m ;El! -&lﬂl.u iy i
assert their claim to freedom and a manly character, by an appeal to
'emm.nnl- 1f we are not

Frederick Douglass, “Men of Color: To Arms! Now or Never,” 1863.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC10021)

© 2021 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org


http://www.gilderlehrman.org

