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JOHN F. KENNEDY
MASSACHUSETTS

COMMITTEES:
FOREIGN RELATIONS
LABOR AND PusLiC WELFARE

Vlnifed Diafes Denale

WASHINGTON, D. C.

May 14, 1957

Mr. Robert D. Moran

President

Young Republican Club of Springfield
1387 Main Street

Springfield 3, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Moran:

This will acknowledge and thank you for your
letter of recent date with respect to the question of
whether the minimum voting age should be lowered to
eighteen.

In my opinion, this is a matter which should
continue to be within the jurisdiction of the individual
States, inasmuch as each State can best judge the qualifi-
eations of its own voters. It is not always easy, of
course, to set standards and I personally have come in
eontact with many young people below the age of twenty-one
who would be as well qualified now to consider the merits
of the various candidates for publie office as they would
be a few years later.

I appreciate your interest in writing to me on
this matter. Please be assured that your views on legis~
lative questions are always welcome.

With every good wish,
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John F. Kennedy
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