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% Buch dupes are men to custom, and so prona
To réverence what Is ancient, and can plead
A coursa of long observanca for its use,
That even servitude, the worst of ills,
Becanse delivered down from sire toson,

Is kept and pnarde A sacred

But is it fit, or can it bear the shock

Of rational discossion, that & man
Compounded and made up, like other man,
Of elements tumultnons, in whom lost
And folly in as ample measure mest;

Asin the bosom of the slave he roles
Bhould be s despot nhsolate, and boast

Himsolf the only freemso of HiE Tand ¢
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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

Whaex the editor commenced the preparation of the fol-
lowing mnarrative, he did not suppose it would reach the size of
this volume. In order, however, to present all the facts which
have been communieated to him, it has seemed necessary to
extend it to its present length.

Many of the statements contained in the following pages are
corroborated by abundant evidence — others rest entirely upon
Solomon’s assertion, That he has adhered strictly to the truth,
the editor, at least, who has had an opportunity of detecting
any contradiction or discrepancy in his statements, is well sat-
isfied. He has invariably repeated the same story without
deviating in the slightest particular, and has also carefully pe-
rused the manuseript, dictating an alteration wherever the most
trivial inaccuracy has appeared,

It was Solomon’s fortune, during his captivity, to be owned by
several masters, The treatment he received while at the * Pine
Woods * shows that among slaveholders there are men of hu-
manity as well asof cruelty, Some of them are spoken of with

emotions of gratitude — others in a spirit of bitterness, It is
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believed that the following account of his exp

Beeuf presents a correet picture of Slavery, in all its lights and
shadows, as it now exists in that locality. Unbiased, ﬂs:. he
conceives, by any prepossessions or prejudices, the only object
of the editor has been to give a faithful history of Solomon
Northup’s life, as he received it from his lips.

In the accomplishment of that object, he trusts he has suc-
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expresssion it may be found to contain.

DAVID WILSON.
Warrenarr, N, Y., May, 1853.

NARRATIVE OF SOLOMON NORTHUP.

CHAPTER I.

I'.\'Tiliaivl‘l'l'l'ﬂ'.";.'—-.\NT'PJR':'It‘:'—'l'!El-t NORTHUP FAMILY =—BIRTH AND PARENT-
AGE — MINTUS NORTHUP — ARRIAGE WITH ANNE HA MPTON —GOOD RES-
OLUTIDONS — CHAMPLAIN CANAL—RAFTING EXOURIION TO CANADA ——

FABMING THE 1--']'.!'1.:.""»'—1'I'ZII'I'}-'..JZ’«-‘fF—l"".E'.‘f[”"m'.'l.II. TO BARATOGA — PARKER

AND PERRY—SLAVES AND BLAVERY—THE CHILDREN — THE BEGINNING
UF BORTOW,

Havixg been born a freeman, and for more than
thirty years enjoyed the blessings of liberty in a free
State-—and having at the end of that time been kid-
napped and sold into Slavery, where I remained, until
happily rescued in the month of January, 1853, after
a bondage of twelve years—it has been suggested
that an account of my life and fortunes would not be
uninteresting to the publie,

Since my return to liberty, I have not failed to per-
ceive the inereasing interest throughout the Northern
States, in regard to the subject of Slavery. Works of
fiction, professing to portray its features in their more

lﬂeﬂﬁiﬂg as well as more repugnant aspects, have been
2
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cirenlated to an extent unprecedented, and, as 1 un-
derstand, have created a fruitful topic of comment and
discussion.

I can sp
my own observation—only so far
and experienced it in my OWn persof. My object is,
to give a candid and truthful statement of facts: to
repeat the story of my life, without exaggeration, leav-
others to determine, whether even the pages

eak of Slavery only so far as it came under
as I have known

ing it for
of fiction present a picture of more cruel wrong or &
severer bondage.

As far back as I have been able to ascertain, my
ancestors on the paternal side were slaves in Rhode
Island. They belonged to a family by the name of
Northup, one of whom, removing to the State of New-
York, settled at Hoosic, n Rensselaer county. He
brought with him Mintus Northup, my father. On
the death of this gentleman, which must have occur-
red some fifty years ago,my father became free, hav-
ing been emaneipated by & direction in his will.

Henry B. Northup, Esq. of Sandy Hill, a distin-
grnished counselor at law, and the man 10 whom, un-
der Providence, I am indebted for my present liberty,
and my return to the society of my wife and children,
is a relative of the family in which my forefathers
wore thus held to service, and from which they took
the name I bear. To this fact may be attributed the
ken in my behalf.

]_Jul'ﬁm'm'iug interest he has ta
liberation, he removed

Sometime after my father's
to the town of Minerva, Essex county, N. Y., wherel
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was I.}f_‘_\l‘ﬂ, in the month of July, 1808. How 1
11&71‘1;1}1}&(1 in the latter place -I.hﬂ\'{}, i s metlnléjhfi.&
it:fimrfill}- aﬂfcurtuiuing. From thence he "‘3111,-,;.:: ttrn
anville, Washi
Sly I_:{}rt::ra:ﬂ-l'l: :;‘];’iﬁt: :1] :’u.mj:’ near a place known as
farm of L] 'k Nor - ome years, he labored on the
o A Northup, also a relative of his old m:
ter; 11_"0111 thence he removed to the ‘H[]“-.l l +nms,
%[nsqsc. htl‘{:‘eh a short distance north of the ;‘illt::l.i? '1:
ﬁin;f;:rl“};} and from thence to the farm n{m': :;11::1'1
Y Juss ratf, situated on the road leadine f s
Fort Edw: i SHLINg trom
until his iriﬁ::’ i:‘lbfllrll'i:“‘:‘i‘he;e he continued to reside
e e . 2 p di-?{?- on the 224 day of
ovem J(?i':, 1829. He left a widow and two child
:'.—”}.1'-"""[':_“-‘_ and -_-fu.-»‘{-,l;!!_., an elder brother. ’j‘h.tl . T:C-Il.
JSMS“” ]n'm:_w; in the county of Oswego, near *J'l. y tl-"‘:l
of that ’_““”9; my mother died dm;énw thle It (”‘T
my captivity. g period of
o
Though born a slave, and laboring under the disad
vantages to which my unfortunate Ii‘;lﬁj 15 tu]ijcz*::rl-
; 3

Ilill L.ltilEl Y [ L =
(1b l.-\t- ]]1!;1]]- IL-" “i"t. L( tl 11.'1 Iil." .IIJL]. -:"i-.t V r-!.]l 1
" .

,‘l'
| a\_ ] ‘1 2 ':I v
| [:' 3 0.{ l 11': I. E . t‘. L = I ) L
I]L' ¥ ]n'-.lll- ln t‘llﬂde’ l!—‘lﬂri. ]]-I.Llllﬂ] |”-I-."j.{.l‘r] = W 11 "n"E ].
= JIeR tt . - - --E ; 28 L] - .It.ri
['-' el ] 1 :-il.].l I; {1‘11‘.."!['-_ ‘-_1 [|:| t]“.' L]]]LRI]"_:'I!_ 0 j £ tli{:ﬂ

sldes givine s A . Ile-
o & Us an l,,'qi_[un'”“- . oL,
ation surpassing that ordinari-

ly bestow
: Wwe (18] i1 ' .
A ed upon children in our condition. he ae

-

quired * his dilig

I » by his diligence and economy, a sufficient

T ARG : ‘ A B HES = 1C1ent

Property qualiication to entitle him to the richt of
1 i 1€ TIZTOL o

puffrace. He twak -
2 He wa8 accustomed to speak o us of hi
A y b =
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early life ; and although at all times cherishing the

kindness, and even of affection
1s¢ he had been a

hended the system

warmest emotions of
towards the family, in whose hot
bondsman, he nevertheless compre
of Slavery, and dwelt with gorrow on the
of his race. 1le endeavored to imbue our i
sentiments of morality, and to teach us to place our
trust and confidence in Him who regards the humblest

as well as the highest of his creatures. How often
eetion of his paternal

degra lation
lg with

cince that time has the recoll
while lying in a slave hut in

the distant and sickly regions of Louisiana, smarting

with the undeserved wounds whic
ter had inflicted, and longing only for the grave which
had covered him, to chield me also from the lash of
In the church-yard at Sandy Hill, an

spot where he reposes, after
ed the duties appm'taining to
appointed him to

counsels oceurred to me,

h an inhuman mas-

the oppressor.
humble stone marks the
having worthily perform
the lowly sphere wherein God had
walk.

Up to this ]
with my father

ure hours allowed me were gen
or playing on the violin — an amuse-

ruling passion of my youth. It
ation gince, affording

seriod I had been principally engaged
in the labors of the farm. The leis-
erally either emplo yed

over my hooks,
ment which was the
has also been the semrce of consol
pleasure to the simple beings with whom my lot was
cast, and beguiling my oWn thoughts, for many hours,
from the painful contemplation of my fate.

On Christmas day, 1829, 1 was married to Anne
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—_

.l[zltllpt.ﬂ'{l, a colored girl then living in the vicinity of
;_{:J:ll:'l.*ﬁl;Init]{:m'] The ceremony “‘:E*- performed at f‘u':‘t
“dward, by Timothy Eddy, Esq., a 1.11:11*i-'-t1:1 I'- r
:;E ltl::al 1]1Ie %fr&ul.:ﬁt]]i a 1}1*?171111&111: citizen iJf:dﬂ'l[! ;1{3:31
2 sided a long time at Sandy Hill, with Mr
}..-:111::!, proprietor of the Eagle Tm'a:r;l ﬂul{?-' 1 'l 1 X
family of Rev. Alexander Proudfit, ::!L"‘H-lel-::} Hll‘t[l'l'u
%;i_-lm.h:imun l’:}.r many years had presided +.'1-'~:r-1'- .Lh.u: Pr :l'j
.J:}r tt.-rruul* society at the latter place, and ml wid ‘lﬁ
qii [:imgmshufl for his learning and IJIeh'n -::-:L }
?l-[.rl : fl-f.JliI.‘-} in grateful remembrance the Lu,{,:dfl?i
;;:1 ;i&h iutﬁ-l the excellent counsels of that good mantj
= m._ :m]t. m;[u l]u determine the exact line of her de-
R .1<1l_‘- lood of three races }1:511--'!'."-'-: in he
;;"1“#_ It is difficult to tell whether the ]L:l L;au'ijlzlt *”u:
5 ‘:01} }J"tﬁ"ll?“lltlilttes. The union of them all, lmwr.:- :ﬂ
mr ler origin, has given her a singular Em!r les 'ur‘:
Tlﬂ}l&fwn} such as is rarely to hln: seen. l'.l‘;l::::ﬁ
b; mewhat resembling, yet she cannot pro JE:I'l-' Tj
8 .Jrle(} a quadroon, a class to which, I have oty
melnlttcm, my mother belonged. : ==
: :
Imﬁ“i{i :]IIEE]IIGW passed the period of my minority
5 1:03? ed the age of twenty-one years i =
11‘:!!1111'11 of July previous. Depri ved of th‘uL"u]l:'im T‘hz
assistance of myv father, wi ' e
e h{ i Jm M.Ehﬂ] with a wife dependent upon
- .1 port, 1 1-|:-_-‘.=h.'u.tl to enter upon a life of in-
stry ; and notwithstanding the obstacle of. (:-U].L'rl'
-

and the consciousness of
consclousness of my lowly state, indulged i
1 Sy LG I1

'j']l'JHH.'mt dre: ;
CaIs ¢ ; . ’
ms of a ‘:_{‘m,'uf fime comino “'Ell."]'L 1'Ej 3 l].-;
52 = Ll_":,-i-

gession of some ;
of some humble habitation, with a fi
) a4 few sur-
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il

rounding acres, should reward my labors, and bring
me the means of happiness and comfort.

From the time of my marriage to this day the love
T have borne my wife has heen sincere and nnabated ;
and only those who have felt the glowing tenderness
a father cherishes for his offspring, can appreciate my
affection for the beloved children which have since
been born to ns.  This much 1 deem appropriate and
necessary to say, in order that those who read these
pages, may comprehend the poignancy of those suf-
ferings 1 have been doomed to bear.

Tinmediately upon our marriage we commenced
house-keeping, in the old yellow building then stand-
ing at the southern extremity of Fort Edward village,
and which has since been transformed into a modern
mansion, and lately occupied by Captain Lathrop.
It is known as the Fort House. [n this building the
courts were sometime held after the organization of
the county. 1t was also occupied by Burgoyne in
1777, being situated near the old Fort on the left bank
of the Hudson.

During the winter I was employed with others re-
pairing the Champlain Canal, on that section Over
which William Van Nortwick was superintendent.
David McEachron had the immediate charge of the
men in whose company I labored. By the time the
canal opened in the spring, L was enabled, from the
gavings of my wages, 10 purchase a pair of horses, and

other things necessarily required in the business of

navigation,

EXCURSION TO CANADA. 93

an'in%: hired several efficient hands to assist me. T
f.“nl‘{_'i'a}:]‘ l.m” contracts for the im“ﬂ"’il‘fnﬁ,,;; cﬁ ];':“
_;'I[’i':-l nf. timber from Laks Champlain to Troy _]‘} ::aL
H.i.”']m-”h and a Mr. Bartemy, of Whit'eh;-tli ‘zuﬁ:crn.x.:fr
nied me on several trips. During the k'-'.{:;;_s:“” I 'I}:F
ATO perfectly familiar with the :ul*t and ';;!].\';*Tt‘l‘f{jq j.{'i:
afting—a knowledge which. afterwards l.':'!.}‘.!.!r.[ ] X
to render profitable service to a worthy m.:q ,L,,{ JTTIE.'!
tr:. astonish the simple-witted funlhcruw]hl } o i
of the Bayou Beenf. ot b

: In one of my voyages down Lake Chﬁﬂ'lpl'lin I .
_11:1[.1::1'_*5\-[1 fn.n[;kkv a visit to Canada. ]{rp;‘liriﬁnnwilh 3
.Ji”“”.m_r‘ I visited the cathedral and other ;ht:;:a f
”'“-‘{‘“-‘*T n that city, from whence I {'r'u]]t]ni'ft'l‘m -I -jj-
cursion to Kingston and other towns, '“;J_‘l:rl".‘:‘ll-
l{i1un=,-]mi_:£u of localities, which was also of ‘q:]‘-r.il.le_l_-tzl
me atterwards, as will appear towards tl T l"t r’
this narrative. 1e close of

fa [1]41':"”]&‘ completed my contracts on the canal satis
actorily to myself and to my e S
.i]]g to remain id]l__"! it thﬂt{?t;‘j;-li:;:fiih and not wish-
nal was ;1;_;{'&11 suspended, I entered o i o
tract with Medad Gunn, to cut a laree gu: Q-l u.m?
= IU[I]J?]I‘:\.' 071

gation of the ca-

wood. In thi i
_ n this business I was encaced durine ¢
winter of 1831-32 i ring the

: I“u‘j ith the return of spring, Anne and myself

]n.-n ed the project of taking a farm in the ;‘]I;}E vl ;‘-GH-
“mjl' [ had been accustomed from earljest v ghbor-
agricultural labors arliest youth to
nial to my tastes.

and it was '
,I d it was an occupation conge-
accordingly entered into arrange-
e
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ments for a part of the old Alden farm, on which my
father formerly resided. With one cow, one ::_wnu.ﬁ,
a yoke of fine oxen 1 had lately purchased of Lewis
Brown, in Hartford, and other personal property and
eil‘uci'.'ﬂ; we proceeded to our new home h.] Kingsbury.
That year I planted twenty-five acres of '{_-qurn_, sowed
large fields of oats, and+ commenced farming upon as
large a scale as my utmost Imeans xjfm'ﬂd ]J{_‘.l:llllt.
Anne was diligent about the house affairs, while I
toiled lahoriously in the field. |

On this place we continued to reside until 1854.
In the winter season I had numerous calls to play on
the violin. Wherever the young people assembled to
dance, I was almost invariably there. Tln'uug}xrmt
the surrounding villages my fiddle was notorious.
Anne, also, tluﬁu;: her long residence at the Eagle
Tm'm;n, had become somewhat famous as & cook.
]ﬂhlring; court weeks, and on public ﬁcc:ar-:immi ghe ‘u‘."l‘-l
employed at high wages in the kitchen at Sherrill’s
Coffee House.

We always returned home from the performance
of these FEI“:'Icw‘. with money in our pockets ; 80 that,
with fiddling, cooking, and farming, we :ﬂrﬂtli'f'n'ﬂitlld
ourselves in the possession of abundance, and, in fact,
Jeading a happy and prosperous life. Well, indeed,
wonld it have heen for us had we remained on the
farm at Kingsbury; but the time came when Fh{:
next step was to be taken towards the cruel destiny
that awaited me. :

In March, 1834, we removed to Saratoga Springs.
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We occupied a house belonging to Daniel O’Brien,
on the north side of Washington street. At that time
Isaac Taylor kept a large boarding house, known as
‘Wagshington Hall, at the north end of Broadway. He
employed me to drive a hack, in which capacity I
worked for him two years. After this time I was
generally employed through the visiting season, as
also was Anne, in tlre United States Hotel, and other
public houses of the place. In winter seasons I re-
lied upon my violin, though during the construction
of the Troy and Saratoga railroad, I performed many
hard days’ labor upon it.

I was in the habit, at Saratoga, of purchasing arti-
cles necessary for my family at the stores of Mr. Ce-
phas Parker and Mr. William Perry, gentlemen
towards whom, for many acts of kindness, I enter-
tained feelings of strong regard. It was for this rea-
son that, twelve years afterwards, I caused to be di-
rected to them the letter, which is hereinafter insert-
ed, and which was the means, in the hands of Mr.
Northup, of my fortunate deliverance.

While living at the United States Hotel, I frequent-
ly met with slaves, who had accompanied their mas-
ters from the South. They were always well dressed
and well provided for, leading apparently an easy life,
with but few of its ordinary troubles to perplex them.
Many times they entered into conversation with me
on the subject of Slavery. Almost uniformly I found
they cherished a secret desire for liberty. Some of

them expressed the most ardent anxiety to escape, and
B
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consulted me on the best method of effecting it. The
fear of punishment, however, which they knew was
certain to attend their re-capture and return, in all
cases proved sufficient to deter them from the exper-
iment. Having all my life breathed the free ar of
the North, and conscious that I possessed the same
feelings and affections that find a place in the white
man’s breast; conscions, moreover, of an intelligence
equal to that of some men, at least, with a fairer skin,
I was too ignorant, perhaps too independent, to con-

ceive how any one could be content to live in the ab-

iect condition of a slave. 1 could not mIm‘[:-rr_':hmul the

justice of that law, or that religion, which upholds or
recognizes the principle of Slavery; and never once,
I am proud to say, did I fail to counsel any one who
came to me, to watch his opportunity, and strike for
freedom. .

[ continued to reside at Saratoga until the spring of
1841. The flattering anticipations which, seven years
hefore, had sedueced us from the quiet farm-house, on
the east side of the Hudson, had not been realized.
Though always in comfortable circumstances, we
had not prospered. Thesociety and associations at that
world-renowned watering place, were not calculated
to preserve the simple habits of industry and economy
to which I had been aceustomed, but, on the contrary,
to substitute others in their stead, tending to shift-
Jessness and extravagance.

At this time we were the parents of three children
— Elizabeth, Margaret, and Alonzo. Elizabeth, the
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eldest, was in her tenth year; Margaret was two
years younger, and little Alonzo had just passed his
fifth birth-day. They filled our house with gladness.
Their young voices were music in our ears. Many an
airy castle did their mother and myself build for the
little innocents. When not at labor I was always
walking with them, clad in their best attire, through
the streets and groves of Saratoga. Their presence
was my delight; and I clasped them to my bosom
with as warm and tenderlove as if their clonded skins
had been as white as snow.

Thus far the history of my life presents nothing
whatever unusunal—mnothing but the common hopes,
and loves, and labors of an obscure colored man, ma-
king his humble progress in the world. But now 1
had reached a turning point in my existence — reach-
ed the threshold of unutterable wrong, and sorrow,
and despair. Now had I approached within the shad-
ow of the eloud, into the thick darkness whereof 1 was
soon to disappear, thenceforward to be hidden from
the eyes of all my kindred, and shut out from the
sweet light of liberty, for many a weary year,




CHAPTER 1L

THE TWO STRANGERS— THE CIRCUS COMPANY —DEPARTURE FROM BARA-
TOGA — VENTRILOQUISM AND LEGERDEMAIN —JOURNEY TO NEW-YORE —
FREE PAPERS —EBROWN AND HAMILTON —THE HASTE TO REACH THR
CIROUS — ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON — FUNERAL OF [TARRISON — THE 8UD=
DEN SICENESS —THE TORMENT OF THIRST —THE RECEDING LIGHT—IN=-

BENSIBILITY — CHAINE AND DARKNESS

Oxe morning, towards the latter part of the month
of March, 1841, having at that time no particular
business to engage my attention, I was walking about
the village of Saratoga Springs, thinking to myself
where I might obtain some present employment, un-
til the busy season should arrive. Anne, as was her
usual custom, had gone over to Sandy Hill, a dis-
tance of some twenty miles, fo take charge of the cu-
linary department at Sherrill’s Coftee House, during
the session of the court. KElizabeth, I think, had ae-
companied her. Margaret and Alonzo were with
their aunt at Saratoga.

On the corner of Congress street and Broadway,
near the tavern, then, and for aught 1 know to the
contrary, still kept by Mr. Moon, 1 was met by two
gentlemen of respectable appearance, both of whom
were entirely unknown to me. 1 have the impres-
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sion that they were introdueed to me by some one of
my acquaintances, but who, I have in vain endeavor-
ed to recall, with the remark that I was an expert
player on the violin.

At any rate, they immediately entered into conver-
sation on that subject, making numerous inquiries
touching my proficiency in that respect. My respon-
gses being to all appearances satisfactory, they propos-
ed to engage my services for a short period, stating,
at the same time, I was just such a person as their
business required. Their names, as they afterwards
gave them fo me, were Merrill Brown and Abram
Hamilton, though whether these were their true ap-
pellations, I have strong reasons to doubt. The for-
mer was a man apparently forty years of age, some-
what short and thick-set, with a countenance indica-
ting shrewdness and intelligence. He wore a black
frock coat and black hat, and said he resided either at
Yochester or at Syracuse. The latter was a young
man of fair complexion and light eyes, and, I should
Judge, had not passed the age of twenty-five. He
was tall and slender, dressed in a snuff-colored coat,
with glossy hat, and vest of elegant pattern. His
whole apparel was in the extreme of fashion. Iis
appearance was somewhat effeminate, but prepossess-
ing, and there was about him an easy air, that showed
he had mingled with the world. They were connect-

ed, as they informed me, with a ecircus company, then
in the city of Washington; that they were on their
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way thither to rejoin it, having left it for a short time
to make an excursion northward, for the purpose of
seeing the country, and were paying their expenses
by an occasional exhibition. They also remarked
that they had found much difficulty in procuring mu-
sic for their entertainments, and that if 1 would ac-
company them as far as New-York, they would give
me one dollar for each day’s services, and three dol-
lars in addition for every night I played at their per-
formances, besides sufficient to pay the expenses of
my return from New-York to Saratoga.

I at once accepted the tempting offer, both for the
reward it promised, and from a desire to visit the
metropolis. They were anxious to leave immediately.
Thinking my absence would be briet, [ did not deem
it necessary fo write to Anne whither 1 had gone;
in fact supposing that my return, perhaps, would be
as soon as hers. So taking a change of linen and my
violin, I was ready to depart. The carriage was
brought round —a covered one, drawn by a pair of
noble bays, altogether forming an elegant establish-
ment. Their baggage, consisting of three large
trunks, was fastened on the rack, and mounting to
the driver’s seat, while they took their places in the
rear, I drove away from Saratoga on the road to
Albany, elated with my new position, and happy as
I had ever been, on any day in all my life.

We passed through Ballston, and striking the ridge
road, as it is called, if my memory correctly serves

VENTRILOQUISM AND LEGERDEMAIN. a1

me, followed it direct to Albany. We reached that
city before dark, and stopped at a hotel southward
from the Museum.

This night I had an opportunity of witnessing one
of their performaneces — the only one, during the whole
period I was with them. Hamilton was stationed at
the door ; I formed the orchestra, while Brown pro-
vided the entertainment. It consisted in throwing
balls, dancing on the rope, frying pancakes in a hat,
causing invisible pigs to squeal, and other like feats
of ventriloquism and legerdemain. The audience
was extraordinarily sparse, and not of the selectest
character at that, and Hamilton’s report of the pro-
ceeds presented but a *“ beggarly account of empty
boxes.”

Early next morning we renewed our journey. The
burden of their conversation now was the expression
of an anxiety to reach the circus without delay.
They hurried forward, without again stopping to ex-
hibit, and in due course of time, we reached New-
York, taking lodgings at a house on the west side of
the city, in a street running from Broadway to the
river. I supposed my journey was at an end, and
expected in a day or two at least, to return to my
friends and family at Saratoga. Brown and Hamil-
ton, however, began to importune me to continue with
them to Washington. They alleged that immediately
on their arrival, now that the summer season was :1‘;%
proaching, the cireus would set out for the north.
They promised me a situation and high wages if I
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would accompany them. Largely did they expatiate
on the advantages that would result to me, and such
were the ﬁuth-ﬁng representations they made, that I
finally concluded to accept the offer.

’1‘11;3. next morning they suggested that, inasmmch
as we were about entering a slave State, it would be
well, before leaving New-York, to procure free pa-
pers. The idea struck me as a prudent one, though I
think it would scarcely have ocenrred to me, had they
not proposed it. 'We proceeded at once to what I un-
derstood to be the Custom House. They made oath to
cortain facts showing I was a free man. A paper was
drawn up and handed us, with the direction to take it

to the clerk’s office. We did so, and the clerk having
added something to it, for which he was paid six shil-
Jings, we returned again to the Custom lliiit.’-ie. Somﬂe
further formalities were gone through with before it
was completed, when, paying the officer two dollars,
I placed the papers in my pocket, and started with
my two friends to our hotel. T thought at the time,
Imust confess, that the papers were scarcely worth the
cost of obtaining them—the appr ehension of danger
to my personal safety never having sugeested itself
to mo in the remotest manner. The clerk, to whom
we were directed, I remember, made a 111u1msrmnl1111n
in a large book, which, I presume, is in the office
vet. A reference to the entries during the latter part
of March, or first of April, 1841, I have no doubt
will satisfy the ineredulous, at least so far as this par-
ticular transaction is concerned.

ARRIVATL: AT WASOINGTON. 23

With the evidence of freedom in my possession, the
next day after our arrival in New-York, we crossed
the ferry to Jersey City, and took the road to Phila-
delphia. ITere we remained onc nicht, continuing
our journey towards Baltimore ear ly in the morning.
In due time, we arrived in the latter city, and atul ped
at a hotel near the railroad depot, either kept by a
Mr. Rathbone, or known as the Rathbone Iouse,
All the way from New-York, their anxiety to reach
the eircus scemed to grow more and more intense.
We left the carriage at Baltimore, and entering the
cars, proceeded to Washington, at which 1:1*1((3 we
arrived just at nightfall, the evening previous to the
funeral of General Iarrison, and stopped at Gadsby's
Hotel, on Pennsylvania Avenue.

After supper they ealled me to their apartments,
and paid me forty-three dollars, a sum greater than
my wages amounted to, which aet of generosity was
in consequence, they said, of their not having exhib-
ited as often as they had given me to anhmlﬂte du-
ring our trip from Saratoga. They moreover inform-
ed me that it had been the intention of the circus
company to leave Washington the next morning, but
that on aceount of the funeral, they had concluded to
remain another day. They were then, as they had been
trom the time of our first meeting, extremely kind.

No op IH'II.HTIIN. was omitted of anmhvnlnn me in the

language of approbation ; while, on the other hand,
I was.certainly much prepossessed in {1
L* 8

weir favor., I
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gave them my confidence without reserve, and wnu'lrcl
frealy have trusted them to almost any ¢ vtent. 'i'h{-:lr
(‘-n]l#’;:lzl[ vunwr:::uE-I:Hmfl manner towards me— their
foresioht in suggesting the idea of free papers, and
'lm]]nh.'(-cl ather little acts, nnnecessary to be repeated —
all indicated that they were friends indeed, sincerely
solicitous for my welfare. [ know not but they were.
I know not but they were innocent of the great wick-
edness of which I now believe them guilty. Whether
they were accessory to my mistortunes- _subtle and
s lmman monsters in the shape of men- —designedly
lurine me away from home and family, and liberty,
for the sake of gold —those who read these pages
will have the same means of determining as myse 1f.
If they were innocent, my sundden disappearance
must ‘;I..;u'v heen unaccountable indeed; but revolv-
ing in my mind all the attending circumstances, I
nL":'n.w.-;' yet could indulge, towan ds them. so charitable
a sup jnr—.!i:ﬂ!:. : .
After receiving the money from them, of which
they appe ared to have an abundance, they advizsed
me not to go into the streets that night, inasmuch
as T was unacquainted with the customs of the city.
Pl‘:r]]li:-l. {14 1O 1Téeme qmber i (‘.iI‘ :'H!‘n'ii'l'. l ]l._'iri' HEL'HI. L=

ll.ul and soon after was shown h_‘n' a {'nlﬂi"i"‘l BEL=

Ol tl'n'-. "'I‘fHI:-;r] dnur
home and wife, and children, and the l e uml iee

that stretched between us, until 1. fell ;:.»-luL-p. Dut

FUNERAL OF HARRISON.

no good angel of pity came to my bedside, biddine

me to fly—no voice of merey forewarned me in my

{Ih':mtrc ol the trials lel:L? Wwere

The next 11;1],' there was a

i
WS 4 L

areq :
mgton. The roar of eannon and the of bells
filled the air, while many houses were shrouded with
crape, and the streets were black witl

the day advanced, the procession

ance, coming slowly throueh the Avenne. carriay

| »
mace 1t

alter earriage, in long succession, while thonsands

upon thousands followed on foot — all movine to the
sound of meloncholy music. Thev were bearine the
dead body of Harrison to the |

=
LI )

i
From early in the mornin In

company of Hamilton :1|Lu]
n]|f_‘.' PEIrsOns I Li::fj‘nr i!: \'.1'.';&:1:15[:13'."--."-._ ﬂ"ﬂ'r'{' :»‘:-----1 L=

R o PEPre i iy "
gether as the funeral pomp ]1."."'%"] by

.lI - - F 1 ! ]
!::-u‘. In. LI1eY were the

1 remember
distinetly how the window glass would break and
- T = 1
].‘ltrl{"‘ til I]H'l 1'f'=1|'-]i.1":|l.[|. :Jj’l.rt' ea :\.a] I'e 'rI '|.| I'I t]]{:‘ ']_'I"I_'[‘|'|‘1

ida L i

f]ln were “.lflﬂﬂ'ltl the burial ground. We went to the

Capitol, and walked a long time about 4l

12 grounds,
In the

afternoon, they strolled towards
dent’s House, all the time keeping me ne
and purfn..l“* out various places -;
I had seen

:hk‘ ! )1'1‘.‘-E-
ar to [].i="::.,
" interest, As vet
wothing of the eireus. In fact [ had
thonght of it but little. if ’ 1 [ |
ght ot 1t but little, if at all, amidst the excite-
ment of the day.

r Ta 5 ; . e 1 ¥ 1

My friends, several times -!]!"'.‘H”‘ the aft

tered drinking saloons, and ealled

were by no means in the habit

er100n, en-

tor liquor. They

lll_'.l‘li'{"t'i_i'l‘, 50 far as
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J 7 ok S : Tias AP
kmesw them, of indulging to excess, On these occa
sions, after serving themselves, they would pour ouf

1ase and hand it to me. I did not become 1ntoxl-
Fhles IERR | PLebile 5 R Lk

[
b P S B Lk

cated, as may be inferred from what subsequently
occurred. Towards q'-u-:t'ml;_:\ and soon after parta-
1{5!5;_'; of one of these lmi'.l.ii'"}!..é, | 1-1‘:___['1':[[ t0 exj rience
most unpleasant sensations. I felt extremely i+11. | My
head commenced aching —a dull, heavy pain, mex-
1.1':'i-~1.-¢ihl‘-.' disacreeable. At the supper table, 1 was
."-.".311:|~r‘;1'l. :q:gn'-l:i‘;-n; the sight and flavor of food was
nauseons. About dark the same servant condueted
me to the room I had occupied the previous night.
Brown and Hamilton advised me to retire, commise-
-ating me kindly, and expressing lhopes thatT would be
better in the morming. Divesting myself of coat and
boots merely, T threw myself upon the bed. 1f was
impossible to sleep. The pain in my head continued
to inerease, until it became almost unbearable. In a
<hort time I beeame thirsty. My lips were parched.
I could think of nothing but water—of lakes andd
flowine rivers, of brooks where [ had stooped to

]

I I 1 1'1!'--i'.:!" with 118 ¢ mi

drink. and of the nl_l'i|]}'-il!:' MR E
1 o from the bottom of thie well.
and overflowing nectar, from tihe bottom ~
Towards midnight, as near as 1 Um.:l. _11i|1..__-.. [' aro li
unable longer to bear such intensity of thirst.
was a strancer in the house, and knew nothing of 1its
apartments. There was no one up, as [ could observe.
Groping about af random, I knesw not where, I found
5 ] : - s
the way at last to a kitehen 1n the basement. Two

or three colored gervants were moving through it, one

THE TORMENT OF THIRST.

¥
of whom, a woman, gave
It afforded momentary relief!

I'i_'él’-'!i\'li My oo ;]--'4'.'1. |‘!|;_1 ST

drink, the same tormenting thirst, had again returned.

It was even more torturine than befor

g, 13 was also

the wild pain in my head, if such a thing could be.

I was in sore distress—in most exernciating ao

I seemed to stand on the brink of mad

Iness !

memory of that night of horrible suffering will fol-
low me to the erave.
In the course of an hour or more after mv return

from the kitehen, I was conscious of some one enter-
ing my room. There seemed to be several —a ming-
ling of wvarious voices,—but how many, or who
they were, I cannot tell. Whether Brown and Hamil-
ton were amrong them, is a mere matter of conjecture.
I only remember, with any degree of distinctness,
that I was told it was necessary to go to a physician
and procure medicine, and that pulling on my boots,
without coat or hat, I followed them through a long

passage-way, or alley, into the open street. It ran

out at right angles from Pennsylvania Avenue. On
the opposite side there was a light burning in a win-

dow. My impression is there were then three per-
AT el = B % . iy
sons with me, but it is indefinite and

\':l..,-_':“l'.. -"L!:"!. I.;I.\I‘ |.1|:l.'l mMemnry l!-lI i '[ut:'”!.:ll 1-1]"-.\:.'-'-}!1.

Going towards the light, which I imagined proceed-
ed from a physician’s office, and which seemed to re-

r'ecollet-

cede as I advanced, is the last glimmerine 3

tion 1 can now recall. I'rom that moment I was
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insensible. IMow long I remained in that condition —
whether only that night, or many days and nights—
[ do not know; but when eonsciousness returned, I
found myselt’ alone, in utter darkness, and in chains.

Ilie pain in my head had subsided in a measure,
but I was very faint and weak. 1 was sitting upon a
low beneh, made of rough boards, and without coat
or hat. Iwas hand-cuffed. Around my ankles alsc
were apair of heavy fetters.  One end of a chain was

L

rino in the fioor, the other to the
5. I tried in vain to stand upon

e from such a painful trance, it

was some time before I could collect my thoughts.
Where was 1? What was the ]lEI_'llt'.]'::;_"_‘ of these
chains? Where were Drown and Hamilton? What
had I done to deserve imprisonment in such a dun-
[ conld not eomprehend. There was a blank

lefinite period, preceding my awakening

i that lonely place, the events of which the ntmeost
stretch of memory was unable to reeall. I listened
sound of life, but nothing

Ilrl'“r*:‘..' i oppressive silence, =ave the ['!EH!UHL‘: 'l|l my

g

;-]|;'=i'||,.;~ 1.'I.']:1-:&;-1'.."1'.1' [ 1'I:i!l.l'x'lil LO IOV . I :"]"-'\iu- :l].-.l-lhi_*

hut the sound of my voice startled me, I telt of Ly
pockets, so faras the fetters would allow —far enough,
indeed, to ascertain that I had not only been robhed
of |.'|‘.n-'.‘il'»',, but that Ny money and free papers were
also gone! Then did the idea begin to break upon
my mind, at first dim and confused, that Lhad been

kidnapped. DBut that I thought was incredible.

OHAING AND DARENE

There must have been some misapprehension
anfortunate mistake. It eould not be that :
citizen of New-York, who had wronged no man, nor
violated any law, should be dealt with thus inhumanly.
The more 1 contemplated my situation, however, the
more I heeame confirmed in my suspieions. It was a
desolate |]|u":_'__"1.|:’, indeed. I felt there was no trust or

merey in unfeeling man ; and commending myself to

the God of the oppressed, bowed my head upon my

fettered hands, and wept most bitterly.
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Sose three hours elapsed, during which time T re-
mained seated on the low beneh, absorbed in painful
meditations. At length I heard the crowing of a
cock, and soon a distant rumbling sound, as of car-
riages hwrrying through the streets, came to my ears,
and 1 knew that it was day. No ay of light, how-
ever, penetrated my prison. Finally, I heard foot-
steps immediately overhead, as of some one walking
to and fro. It occurred to me then that T must be
in an underground apartment, and the damp, mounldy
odors of the place confirmed the supposition. The
noise above continuned for at least an hiour, when,
at last, I heard footsteps approaching from wiﬂuraln.
A key rattled in the lock —a st rong door swuane bhack
upon its hinges, admitting a flood of light, and two
men entered and stood before me.  One of them was

. f r w4 iy LT S - i -
a large, powerful man, forty years of age, perhaps,
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with dark, chestnut-colored hair, slightly interspersed
I

with gray. 1lis face was full, his complexion flush,
his features grossly coarse, expressive of nothing but
cruelty and cunning. He was about five feet ten
inches high, of*full habit, and, without prejudice, I
must be allowed to say, was a man whose whole ap-
pearance was sinister and repugnant. Iis name was
James IL Burch, as I learned afterwards—a well-
known slave-dealer in Washington ; and then, or late-
ly, connected in business, as a partner, with Theophi-
lus TFreeman, of New-Orleans. The person who
accompanied him was a simple lackey, named Ebe-
nezer Radburn, who acted merely in the eapacity of
turnkey. Both of these men still live in Washington,
or did, at the time of my return through that city
from slavery in January last.

The light admitted through the open door enabled
me to observe the room in which I was confined. It

-was about twelve feet srlnm*e_the walls of solid ma-

sonry. The floor was of heavy plank. There was
one small window, erossed with great iron bars, with
an outside shutter, securely fastened.

An iron-bound door led info an adjoining cell, or
vault, wholly destitute of windows, or any means of
admitting light. The farniture of the room in which
I was, consisted of the wooden bench on which I sat,
an old-fashioned, l.“l‘[“.' box stove, and besides these,
in either cell, there was neither bed, nor blanket, nor

any other thing whatever. The door, throngh which
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Bureh and Radburn entered. led f.]u'ull;'h a small
f steps mto a yvard, surrounded
0 or twelve feet high, immediately
of a building of the same width as itself.
The yard extended rearward from the house about
thirty feet. In one part of the wall there was a
strongly ironed door, opening into a narrow, covered
passage, leading along one side of the Louse into the
street. The doom of the eolored man, upon whom
the door [u;:lj!‘*!'_r_' ont of that narrow passage :']nr:i-r],
was H-.':L!L"-l;, 'J ‘.u!!- of the W,l” :';r::}.l;.'lll-lL'1E one L‘ml
of a roof, which ascended inwards. forming a kind of
open shed. Underneath the roof there was a crazy
loft all round, where slaves, if so disposed, might
sleep at night, or in inclement weather seck shelter
from the storm. It was like a farmer’s barnyard in
most respects, save it was so constructed that the out-
sidle world conld never see the Linman eattle that were
Iu-l'lll‘li f]ll'!'l’,
The building to whieh the vard was attached, was
two stories |"_'- I:'J'n-:lfirl_'_" on one of the illl?!r]ii.'. stroets

of Washington. Its outside presented only the ap-

pearance of a I.!i.l:'-"l Ja:'ixu‘.-.- residence., A sfranger
lookine at if, would never have dreamed of its exe-

iy k- H
crable uses, RXLTATILEC

as 1t may seenm, within plain

sight of this same house, llnn:!ii:u: down from its com-

e lied it W Yoima T T
¥nandiage o el npon 1t, was the Capitol. he volees

o] f'q'l.'ll'-l"lil” representatives bhoasting of freedom and

equality, and the rattling of the poor slave’s chains,
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almost commingled. A slave pen within the very
shadow of the Capitol!

Such is a correct deseription as it was in 1541, ol
Williams’ slave pen in Washington, in one of the cel-

o & + 4 | = Ty

lars of whieh I found myself so unaccountably eon-
fined.

¢« Well, my boy, how do VOl feel now
Burch, as he entered throngh the open door.
plied that I was sick, and inguired the cause of my
imprisonment. He answered that 1 was his slave
that he had boueht me, and that he was abont to send

me to New-Orleans. I asserted, aloud and boldly,

that I was a free man—aresident of Saratoga, where
1 had g wite and children, who were also free, and
that my name was Northup. 1 vn::;[.hlimwl bitterly

of the strange treatment I had received, and threat-

. ened, upon my liberation, to have satisfaction for the

wrong. Ile denied that I was free, and with an em-
phatic oath, declared that I came from Georgia.
Again and again I asserted I was no man’s slave, and
insisted upon his taking off my chains at once. He
endeavored to hush me, as if he feared my voice
would be overheard. Dut I would not be silent, and
denounced the authors of my imprisonment, whoever
|].s-.-} |||§_:'1::1 be, as It]|ll%'ili;.::lh'li villains, 1'1i11~15i:;1' e
could not quiet me, he flew mto a towering |:|:‘::---EHI'..

With blasphemous oaths, he called me a black liar, a

runaway from (Georgia, and every other profane and
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vulgar epithet that the most indecent fancy could
{11_\]]{'(’11_'0.

During this time Radburn was standing silently
by. His business was, to oversee this human, or
rather inhuman stable, receiving slaves, feeding and
whipping them, at the rate of two shillings a head
per day. Turning to him, Burch ordered the paddle
and cat-o™ninetails to be brought in, He disappear-
ed, and in a few moments returned with these in-

struments of torture., The paddle, as it is termed in
&y

IJ
Mookl

slave ing parlance, or atleast the one with which I
first became acquainted, and of which I now speak, was
a piece of hard-wood board, eighteen or tw enty inches
long, moulded to the shape of an old-fashioned pudding
stick, or ordinary oar. The flattened portion, which
was about the size in circumference of two open

hands, was bored with a small auger in numerous

places. The cat was a large rope of many strands—

the strands unraveled, and a knot tied at the extrem-

ach.

ii.'g' of «

As soon as these formidable whips appeared, I was
geized by both of them, and roughly divested of my
clothing. My feet, as has been stated, were fastenced
to the floor. Drawing me over the bench, face down-
wards, Radburn placed his heavy foot upon the fet-
ters, between my wrists, holding them painfully to the
floor. With the paddle, Bureh commenced beating
me. Blow after blow was inflicted upon my naked
body. When his unrelenting arm grew tired, he
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ﬁ.tnppwl and asked if I still sasisted I was a free man.

I did insist upon it, and then the blowswere v renewed,
faster and more energetically, if possible, than before.
When again tived, hio would e epeat the same question,
and receiving the same answelr, continne his eruel
labor. All this time, the incarnate devil was utter-
ing most fiendish oaths. At length the pad ldle broke,
leaving the useless handle in his hand. Still I would
not yield. All hig brutal blows could not force from
my lips the foul lio that I was aslave. Casting mad-
ly on the floor the handle of the broken lmlh e, he
seized the rope. This was far more painful than the
other. I strugeled with all my power, but it was in
vain. I prayed for mercy, but my pray er was only
answered with impreeations and with stripes. 1
thought I must die beneath the lashesof the aceurs sed
brute. Even now theflesh erawls npon my bones, as
T vecall the scene. I was all on fire. My sufferings
I can compare to mtluntr else than the burning ago-
nies of hell !

At last T became silent to his repeated questions.
I would make no reply. In fact, T was becoming al-
most unable to speak. Still he p]wd the lash withont
stint upon my poor body, until it seemed that the
lacerated flesh was stripped from my bones at every
stroke. A man with a particle of mercy in his soul
would not have beaten even a dog =0 crue ty. At
length Radburn said that it was useless to whip
me any more— that I would be sore enongh. There-

upon, Burch desisted, saying, with an admonitory

L -

e i e g = ey W+ 1
- - -




46 TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE.

shake of his fist in my face, and hissing the words
through his firm-=set teeth, that if ev er I dared T;‘.r
utter again that I was entitled to 1 iy freedom, that I
had been kidnapped, or any thine whateve i‘l of t.mJ
kind, the castization T had just received was nothing
in* comparison with what would follow. He swore
that he would either conquer or kill me. With these
-:tm}sol&!'.:'}rv words, the fetters were taken from my
wrists, my feet still remaining fastened to the ring ;
the shutter of the little barred wind

: | ow, which ]1;1:1
eer opene peke s T ;

4 : pened, was again closed, and going out, locl-
ing the great R !

great door behind them, I was left in dark-
ness as before,
In ¢ .
; n an hour, perhaps two, my heart leaped to my
iroat, as thL key rattled in the door again, I, w
had been so lonely, and who had lon
dently to see some one, T cared
dered at the thought of man’s a approach. A humm
LR s - ; l

face was fearful to me, egpecially a white one.
im'n enterad,

ho
oeld so ar-

not who, now shnud-
1

[ Rad-
b I:ﬁl'l[a:*t:;::; “:'I,‘irfil ;fll :]1:: on a tin plate, a
. i, @ slice of bread and g
cup of water. Ile asked me how I felt. and IO

ed that I had received a pretty severe flogoine ;;
remonstrated with me d;_;fa:nralf the pro laiy= ;
serting my freedom. In

confidential manner

]'Jllt_‘(_'!t_'! of

priety of as-
rather a patronizing and

, he gave it to me as his advice,

that the less T | .annn that subject the better it woull

-I_“'v " ® ]
for me. The man e vidently endeavored to appear

kind — whether touc hed at the sight of my sad eondi-

tion, or with the view of sllencmg,, on my part

y any

THE WHIPTING.

further expression of my rights, it is not necessary
now to conjecture. lle anlocked the fetters from my
ankles, opened the shutters of the little window, and
departed, leaving me agal in alone.

By this time I had become stiff and sore; my
hcnel;' was eovered with blisters, and it was with great
11:11;1 and difficulty that I could move. From the
window I could observe nothing but the roof resting
on the adjacent wall. At night [ laid down npon the
damp, hard floor, without any pillow or covering
whatever. Punctually, twice a day, Radburn came
in, with his pork, and bread. and water. I had but
little appetite, though 1 was tormented with contin-
ual thirst. ;u'[} wounds would not 1:&15:!11' me to re-
main but a foiwr minutes in any one position ; 8o, sii-
ting, or standing, or moving slowly round, I passe d
the days and nights. I was heart sick and discour-
aged. Thoughts of my family, of my wife and chil-
{'imn continually oceupied my mind. When sleep
overpowered me I dreamed of them — dreamed I was
again in Saratoga— that I could see their faces, and
hear their voices dalling me. Awakening from the
pleasant phantasms of sleep to ihe bitter realities
around me, I could but groan and weep. Still my
spirit was not broken. I indulged the anticipation of
escape, and that speedily. 1t was impossible, I rea-
soned. that men could be so unjust as to detain meas
o slave. when the truth of my case was known.
Burch, ascertaining T was no rnaway from Georgia,

would certainly let me go. Though suspicions ol
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Brown and Hamilton were not unfrequent, I could
not reconcile myself to the idea that they were in-
strumental to my imprisonment. wurely they would
seek me out— they would deliver me from thraldom,
Alas! I had not then learned the measure of “man’s
inhumanity to man,” nor to what limitless extent of
wickedness he will go for the love of gain.

In the course of several days the outer door was
thrown open, allowing me the liberty of the yard.
There I found three slaves— one of them a lad of ten
years, the others young men of about twenty and
twenty-five. I was not long in forming an acquaint-
ance, and learning their names and the particulars of
their history.

The eldest was a colored man named Clemens Ray.
He had lived in Washington ; had driven a hack, and
worked in a livery stable there for a long time. e
was very infelligent, and fully comprehended his sit-
uation. The thought of going south overwhelmed
him with grief. Burch had purchased him a few
days before, and had placed him there until such time
as he was ready to send him to the New-Orleans mar-
ket. From him Ilearned for the first time that T was
in William’s Slave Pen, a place I had never heard of
previously. He described to me the uses for which

it was designed. T repeated to him the particulars of
my unhappy story, but he could only give me the
consolation of his sympathy. ITe also advised me to
be silent henceforth on the subject of my freedom ;
for, knowing the character of Burch, he assured me
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o o e A%
that it would only be attended with renewed whip
ping. The next eldest was named John Williams. 1le

2 . e 0
was raised in Virginia, not far from 11'1. gﬁhmgh_in.
Burch had taken him in payment of a debt, and he
constantly entertained the hope that his master would

redeem him — a hope that was subsequently realized.

' i hat answere he

The lad was a sprightly child, that answe red .'[.. r
p s »was plaving
name of Randall, Most of the time he was playing

about the vard, but oceasionally would cry, ealling

for his mother, and wondering when she would come.
ITis mother's absence seemed to be the great and UITi‘T
grief in his little heart. He was too young to realize
his condition, and when the memory of his mother
was not in his mind, he amused us with his pleasant
pranks. . i i

At night, Ray, Williams, and the boy, slept in the
loft of the shed, while I was locked in the cell. Fi-
nally we were each provided with hlllllli.i..'tr'i. such as
are used upon horses— the only bedding I was allow-
ed to have for twelve years afterwards. +R:;1}-' r:md
Williams asked me many questions about New-York
— how colored people were treated there ; hciw they
could have homes and families of their own, with none
to disturh and oppress them; and Ray, (‘r[li_'t.ﬁ:‘ln}'.
siohed continunally for freedom. Such conversations,
_:li':_"|"-"-'l.”'-'1._”.'. were not in the hearing of Baureh, or the
keeper Radburn. Aspirations such as these would
have brought down the lash upon cur hacks.

It is 11:_%::_*.-.--::1'}' in this narrative, in order to present
a full and truthful statement of all the principal events

d 4
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in the history of my life, and to portray the institu-
tion of Slavery as I have seen and known it, to speak
of well-known places, and of many persons who are
yet living. T am, and always was, an entire stranger
in Washington and its vicinity —aside from Burch
and Radburn, knowing no man there, except as I have
heard of them through my enslaved companions.
What T am about to say, if false, can be easily con-
tradicted.

I remained in Williams’ slave pen about two
weeks. The night previous to my departure a woman
was bronght in, weeping bitterly, and leading by the
hand a little child. They were Randall’s mother and
halfsister. On meeting them he was overjoved,
clinging to her dress, kissing the child, and exhibit-
ing every demonstration of delicht. The mother also
clasped him in her arms, embraced him tenderly, and
gazed at him fondly through her tears, calling him by
many an endearing name.

Emily, the child, was seven or eight years old, of
light ecomplexion, and with a face of admirable beau-
ty. Iler Lair fell in curls around her neck, while the
style and richness of her dress, and the neatness of
her whole appearance indicated she had been brought
up in the midst of wealth. She was a swooet child
indeed. The woman also was arrayed in silk, with
rings upon her fingers, and golden ornaments sus-
pended from her ears. Her air and manners, the cor-
rectness and propriety of her langnage — all showed,
evidenﬂy, that she had sometime stood above the

MATERNAL BOLROWS. al

common level of a slave. She seeined to be amazed

at finding herselt in such a place as that. It was

plainly a sudden and unexpected turn of fortune that

had brouglit her there. Filling the air with Ler com-
';:1:Li]11|':;1-;, she was hustled, with the children :11111. my-
sclf, into the cell. Language can convey hut :1‘11:11:111-
eyunate impression of the ]:1::-.1-71[;E‘1i‘-:'.-.=- to m:.'h'.v.l she
gave incessant utterance. Throwing herself upon the
floor, and encircling the children in her arns, she
poured forth such touching words as only maternal
Jove and kindness ean sungeest. They nestled closely
to her, as it there only was there any safety or pro-
tection. At last they slept, their heads resting upon
her lap. While they slumbered, she smoothed the
hair back from their little foreheads, and talked to
them all night long. She called themn her darlings —
her sweet IEJili_rL!.i--—lh_ml' innocent things, that knew
not the misery they were destined to endure. Soon
they would have no mother to comfort them — they
would be taken from her. What would become of
them? Oh! she could not live away from her little
Tmmy and her dear boy. They had always been
cood children, and had such loving ways. It would
El‘i}iﬂi her heart, God knew, she said, if they were ta-
ken from her; and yvet she knew they meant to sell
them, and, may be, they would be .~u";1ut-.-l!..u[~ and
could never see each other any more. It was enough
to 1melt a heart of stone to listen to the pitiful ex-

pressions of that desolate aud distracted mother, Her
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name was Eliza; and this was the story of her life, as

she afterwards related 1t :

She was the slave of Elisha Berry, a rich man, liv-

ing in the neighborhood of Washington. She was
born, I think she said, on his plantation. Years be-
fore, he had fallen into dissipated habits, and quarrel-
ed with his wife. In fact, soon after the birth of
Randall, they separated. Leaving his wife and daugh-
ter in the house they had always occupied, Lie erected
& new one near by, on the estate. Into this house he
bronght Eliza ; and, on condition of her living with
him, she and her children were to be emancipated.
She resided with him there nine yvears, with servants
to attend upon her, and provided with every comfort
and luxury of life. Emily was his ehild ! Finally,
her young mistress, who had always remained with
her mother at the homestead, married a My, Jacob
Brooks., At ]a'::_u“.ll, for some cause, (as | 3_;;::1l|1'1‘:,-1f
from her relation,) beyond Berry's eontrol, a division
of his property was made. She and her children fell
to the share of Mr, Brooks. During the nine years
she had lived with Berry, in consequence of the posi-
tion she was compelled to occupy, she and Emily had
become the object of Mrs. Berry and her danghter's
hatred and dislike. Berry himself she represented as
a man of naturally a kind heart, who always proms-
ed her that she should have her freedom, and who,
ghe had no doubt, would grant it to her then, if it

were only in Lis power. As soon as they thus came

E o
THE STORY OF ELIZA. QO

into the }-rn.ﬂ'.w'-.zesiun and control of the danghter, 1t be-
. “ry 1 i v

eame very manifest they would not live long together.
. : ; ' T
The sizht of [liza seemed to be odious to Mre, Brooks P

r i I ¢ ] 'y 14 ::
neither could she bear to look upon the child, hal

aister. and beautiful as she was!

pllis el " T e T
The day she was led into the pen, Brooks had

' o y g S [
brought her from the estate into the et

1.'|'.“ iree !:?lul.'f'-l-'.

tence that the time had ecome when :
were to be executed, in fulfillment of her masters

lﬂ'ﬂtll‘u‘“ﬂ.k ‘,!1“1.'1} ar e pro e t of 1mme tll;:. ; 1
i

tv. she decked herself and little Emmy in their best
;"[“IHLIIH".‘!.. and :tr-f'-r|u;-:.'.‘!:.--| him ‘u.'-.[?;_fi Ili-u_x'i'nﬁ lu::l]'T.
On their arrival in the eity, instead of bemng haptized
into the family of freemen, she |

trader Bureh., The pape hat wa b

b
}?”] ”1' ."4-.”:-"-". rIluilul.'- .lf'-";"" of I"'.l'ili':-i was Dlasted 1n Ii-'lln""
ment. From the hight of most exuiting happiness
' ] hat
to the utmoest depths of wretchedness, she had that
g PRt f1lla

day descended. No wonder that she wept, and filled
i 3 P gl . = e T i '-."-'E]_‘_l-.

the pen with wailings and expressions ol heart-re

ing woe. - ]
Tliza is now dead. Far up the Red River, where

. 1 1 s 1 .l
it pours its waters slugeishly through the unhealthy
low lands of Lenisiana, she rests in the grave at last
the only resting place of the poorslave ! How all her

13 1 ] v add dase anil nicht
foars were realized — how she mourned day and night,

3

10T

and never would be comforted — how, as she pred

. 1 1 ;.1_ 0
ed. her heart did indeed break, with the burden of
]Hutut'nril SOTTOW, will he seen as the narrative pro-

ceeds.
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PREPARATION TO EMBARK. e

About midnight following, the cell door opened,
and Burch and Radburn entered, with lanterns in
their hands, DBurel, with an oath, ordered us to roll
up our blankets without delay, and get ready to go
on board the hoat. e swore we would be left unless

CHAPTER IV. we hurried fast. Ie aroused the children from their

dlumbers with a rough shake, and said they were

]

B ey e

Ta i
FELIZAS SORRGWS — PREPARATION TO EMBARE —TDRIVEN TENOUGH THE
BTREETE OF WASHINGTON —HAIL, COLUMDIA —THE

u

T Pk - T TR L]
d—d sleepy, 1t :'-]‘i't';ll't.'-LL Going out into the yard,
i ghlh ;

T —

]

TOMEB OF WARHING= 1 1 Ay ¥ 1 371 } 1 1 1 ave illﬂ [”i.t
L vanllon {3l ayv, ordering hm 1o leave
TON—CLEM BAY=—THE BREAEFAST ON THE STEAMER— 7mip HAPPY he called <Ulem Ihl}h s i

HIRDE — AQUIA OREEE — FEYI

e and come into the eell, and bring his h{uuki:-t- with
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RORERT, OF CINGIXNATI—DAVID AND T8
WIFE—MARY AND LETHE—OLEM'S RETORN

==l BUBSEQUENT F20APE
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TO CATADA—THE BRIG ORLEASRS —JAMER H. I

Ar intervals during the first night of Lliza's incar-
ceration in the pen, she complained bitterly of Jacob
Brooks, her young mistress’ hushand. She declared
that had she been aware of the deception he intended
to practice upon her, he never would have Lrouglt
her there alive. They had chosen the np}mr’runit}: of
getting her away when Master Berry was absent from
the plantation. ITe had alwavs been kind to her.
She wished that she could see him ; but she knew that
éven he was unable now to resene her. Then would
she commence weeping again — kissing the sleeping
children — talking first to one, then to the other, as

they lay in their unconscions slumbers. with their

heads upon herlap. So wore the long night away ;
and when the morning dawned, and night had eome

again, still she kept mourning on, and would not be
consoled,

side, and fastened us together with hand-cufts —my
left hand to his right. John Williams had been ta-
ken out a day or two before, his master having
redeemed him, greatly to his delight. Clem and I
were ordered to march, Eliza and the children fol-
lowing,. We were conducted into the }'nrd._. frcrm.
thence into the covered passage, and up a flight of
steps through a side door into the upper .1-0m:n, where
I had heard the walking to and fro, Its furniturewas
a stove, a few old chairs, and a long table, eqverﬂd
with papers. It was a white-washed room, 1::1th‘nut
any carpet on the floor, and seemed a sort of office.
Bv one of the windows, I remember, hung a rusty
m:‘rm], which attracted my attention. Bureh's trunk
wae there. In obedience to his orders, T took hold of
one of its handles with my unfettered hand, while he
takine hold of the other, we proceeded out of the
1'1*nni;lcic_m1.- into the street in the same order as we had

left the eell.
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e reflection of them, over towards Penn
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empt to i Tenls gyraxr 3 '
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the attempt won ot
ttempt would certainly have been mad wl
3 i e, WL

wd
eVer consequence mio S
_ consequence might have followed. Radbum
was in the rear. earryvi s iy
1 the rear, carrying a laree stick. and Inirrvs
£ ¢ and hurryinge

up the children as .
p the children as fast as the lif le ones 1 :
S : _ e Ittle ones could walk
. |l-l.“.‘"~"|. nand-cutied and in silence thr neh tl
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Lll"-'lﬂll']":' '“”.1 L 5 (e v § . = | L] i.]l_'-u
1 LX) the pursmt of Ilill!pt!lﬂs-_-tl Hail! Co-
umbia, happy land, indeed | |
] ¥, _.'I| 5 :
‘ Reaching the steamboat, we wore quickly led
into tho q-% ' HCRLY Austle
] tie }J"?-ianflh'fl;:' barrels and boxes of freioht A
COLOTE 3Ty i L ; - -I::“I I
red servant brought a lieht, the Lell ru [
goon tha veagal atod : .. 2 Wil LRLLHE,, 810
the vessel started down the Potomae. earrvi
us we knew not wher M & o o S
| 10e where,  Lhe bell tolled as we passed
‘I{_f {|_;1_.| 5 j- T';".‘. .l . ' : ERi 2 b Bt '
1n ; Al netomn | Burel 1
o ! irel, no doubt, witl
COVETe VEud A
red head, bowed reverently before the 1 asl
es of tha ms ; S I W G a T SR
: e man who devoted his illusirions life to %l
]Jh[rrf}-‘ of his country o
None of us sl : 1ok :
£ : ;1 us slept that night but Randall and little
-'_.f[-”“".-. O : i o & ) L b ol i £
. L] HE 11185 1]!“1’_' {_rlpj]] [Ll‘} Wils r] .
overcome. To him the i : i ¥ < H'”F
S T m the idea of goine sonth was
Tl o ]“ T ]E‘ E"{[]' . s f = 5 By 0=
xtreme., He was leavi
A 5 vas leaving the friends
associations of his S et and
; itions of his youth—every thing that was d
and precious % 2y g that was dear
precious to his heart—in all probability never

PREAKFAST ON THE ETEAMER. T

Tie and Eliza mingled their tears together,

to return.
For my own part, ditii-

bemoaning their eruel fate.

cult as it was, I endeavored to keep up my spirits. 1
resolved in my mind a hundred plans of escape, and
fully determined to make the attempt the first despe-
vate chance that offered. 1 had by this time become
aatisfied, however, that my true poliey was to say no-
".':.:l,_:_' been born a

thing further on the subject of my ha

freoman. 1t would but expose me o mal-treatment,
and diminish the chances of liberation.
After sunrise in the morning we were ealled np on
deck to breakfast. DBurch took our hand-eufis off, sl
we sat down fo table. He asked Eliza if she would
take a dram. She dechined. thanking him ]-I-]:.'li.'-l:x'.
During the meal we were all
A mulatto woman who sorved at ta-

behalf — told us

arient not & Wori pass-

(_H] hetween us.
ble seemed to take an interest in our
to cheer up, and not to be so cast down.

the hand-cufls were restored, and Dare
We sat down together on

Yorrnny I-Faat
Breakfast
. ]

ovaer,
us out on the stern deck.
some boxes, still saying nothing in Burch’s presence.
Oceasionally a passeny

we were, look at us for a while, then silently 1¢
Tt was a very pleasant morning.

the river were covered with verdure, far in

of wlh
of the year.
were singing in the trees.

[ wighed for wings like them, that

vied thent.
might cleave
O

h ordered

ger wonld walk out to where
stIm.

The fields along
advance
it 1T had been aeenstomed to see at that season
The sun shone out warmly 3 the hirds
The happy birds—1 en-

the air to where my birdlings waited

i T e .
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vainly for their {:
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IR e fiim v et
There ] enoon the steamer reached Aquia Creek
L 16 1 I e = H Wale "‘

: ' 1"11- . L.El:l_?:'q_-]:, t‘ "‘UI': -.“-1 ;ll-l'!"l;'-\'._].]‘ - _| = -
slaves ocenpvine 26 ureh and his five
Pying one ‘4'3‘5111:’-1\1-]:.- ¥

the children, and He laughed with

at one 5{._.1,1,;1,1: place

to purchase them a piece of went so far as

s gingerbread. e

e ;{L‘;i'-'l up my head and look smart. 'J‘]l-tn'dj
B T 1aps, get a good master if T 1 ‘
self. I made him 1o reply ‘
me, and I could not 1 .

ehaved mv-
His face was hatefyl to
ear to look upon if,

I sat i1
, 1
& 1m my hear

y heart the ]u-|w. not vet

the corner, cherishin
extinet, of some d
my native State,
At Frederickshur

e Cmﬂ:;::]:i:n.g]‘i we w:m'e transforred from the

L ch.i;r A, dlr{} 1:}:1::}'{} dark arrived in Rich-
Ty L ety of Virginia, Ay

were taken from 3

ay meeti i
Y meeting the tyrant on the soil of

this ci
1 L 5 CILY Wo
‘f!:.: LAY & v v
sbroct €0 & ,H__:,.H, € (rtI.=, and E]J"}l'{'}j ””""H“'.]l ”1“
C & o s 3
T.]‘I'; it l e L& II{ I].. I]Lﬂ[”'l\'l;"[.frl ;l]'\_!' ]L:]illllr”"l{l 'r'|‘~[ L I
1e I1ver, Kept by 1 > . pek LG AT
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:r LaImis” In 1|'1|'1|?“‘;'=|'||_.]_1'if|!:,, “-\'I"{'Ia]' ” 51 &1
1“‘5’__'".'['; :1_”';1 ];E_n:.\_i[]",_- .[] e rp. o 'L‘I””rﬂq‘h{it
=y 1E1¢ were two :H]]]I-EH ]“J'”H'{'H,‘

standine :
g 8¢ Opposite corners within the v . T
CHIIL the yard. Lieaa

houses are sus
ses are susnally found within

e slave yards, heing
o o |

a8 I'0o ns Fj . 1 ] {
”h_' s i } 1[]1!“11! J!I‘l:!‘.l]'ﬂ

mirchasers T ]
] asers before concludine
fr=

by
a bha rgain.  [Un-

goundness in q slave, as well

e ; as in ree. ot
materially from his value a horse, detracts

If no w .
arranty is oive
J 18 given,

8 close examination
ramination 1s a matter of particular im
& <LLle I pm--

tance to the negro Jockey.

GOODIN AND HIS SLAVE PEN. 59
We swore met at the door of Goodin’s vard by that

gentleman himself — a ghort, fat man, with a round,

plump face, black hair and whiskers, and a complex-

ion almost as dark as some of his own negroes. Ie
had a hard, stern look, and was perhaps about fifty
Buareh and he met with great cordiali-

years of age.
Shaking each

ty. They were evidently old friends.
other warmly by the hand, Burch remarked he had
brought some company, |
brig would leave, and was

probably leave the next day

wired at what time the
answered that it would
at such an hour. Good-
hold of my arm, turned

in then turned o me, took
harply with the air of

me partly round, looked at me s
li.l"'l" of i|rn]H_':1‘1_‘v.'!

one who considered himself a rood jud
1 about how

and as if estimating in his own TILiTIC
muech I was worth,
« Well, boy, where did you come from 7

Forgetting myself, for a moment, 1 answered,

« From New-York.”

“« New-York! H—1! what have you been doing
up there #” was his astonished interrogatory.

Observing Burch at this moment looking at me
an angry expression that conveyed a meaning it was
not difficult to understand, I immediately said, © O, 1
have only been up that way a piece,” in a manner
ly that although I might have been as

with

intended to 1my

far a8 New-York, yet 1 wished it distinetly nnderstood

that T did not belong to that free State, nor to any

other.

Goodin then turned to Clem, and then to Eliza and
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Varl
lous questions, He was pleased with Emily, as

Was every one who saw

ohe was not g

1 s tidy as when I first beheld Ley:
A1 was now  somewhat disheveled -

- 1
19y b= o i
unkempt and soft I

he ehild’s sweot countenance,

her
but I]Jl'rl:l;;'fl 1ts
‘ ! rotusion there still T*.g'--un--:l a little
lace of most surpassing loveliness, * Altogether we

wore o ATy = q 113
vere & fair lot —a devilish good lot,” he said. enfore-

ing 1 £

1z that opinion with more than one emphatic adjee-

tive not found in the Christian voeeabulary. Thereup-

20 the yard. Quite a number of
HIJJ'TR' [ shonld Say

an
:-].‘I'H"..
; Were moving
a1tfiy 1o Ol bene hes under f.]u* --iu il “*{ ¥
eanly dressed — the men with hats, the w
men with handkerchiefs tied

e about their heads,
Bureh anc : i i

| > and Goodin, after separatimg from us, walk-
&T LeDs & :

- Ji]'h !]u" .»-.1{::-. ad I?:U]r:tt‘:: Jrart Ol ;||.;-
it - 1 =

and sat down upon the door sill. T

about, or

were all ¢l
0=

1011 iu:rifn[]nu‘,
ey entered inru
could not hear,

yard, unfetterad
d me into one of the small honses

“You told that man you came from f\vw—“_‘frn-]a e
. Baid he, :
| [replied, “T told him I had been up as far as New-
York, to be sure, but did not tell him I
there, nor that I was g frecman,
all, Master Bureh.
thought,’

'r"-ln'v"*"i-n': but the subjeet of it I

Prese ntly Dureh eame down into the
[|!l.1 HANT i]

belonged
I meant no har at
I would not have said it had [

Ilt.- ]ur'J{::[T ar me

a4 moment as if he was ready to
devour me, the .

u turning round went out. I a few

RODBERT, OF CINCINNATI.

‘nutes he returned.  “If ever I hear you say a word
about New-York, or about your freedom, I will be the
death of youn—1 will kill you; you may rely on
that,” he ejaculated fiercely.

I doubt not he understood then better than T did,
the danger and the penalty of selling a free man into
H]JTL'J"«-' e felt the u'»:'vv-it's' of elosing my month
against the erime he knew he was eommitting. Of
L;}Il]wt., my life would not have weighed a feather, in
any emergency requiring such a saerifice.  Undoubt-

edly, he meant precisely what he said.

Under the shed on one side of the yard, there was
construeted a rough table, while overhead were sleep-
ing lofts— the same asin the pen at Washington. 2 t-
ter partaking at this table of our supper of pork and
bread, I was hand-cnffed to alarge yellow man, quite
stout and fleshy, with a countenance expressive of
the utmost melancholy. e was a man of intelli-
gence and information. Chained together, it was not
long before we became acquainted wi ith each other’s
history. His name was Robert. Like mys self, he
had been born free, and had a wife and two chil-
dren in Cincinnati. He said he had come south with
two men, who had hired him in the city of his resi-
dence. Without free papers, he had been seized at
Tredericksburgh, placed in confinement, and beaten
until he had learned, as I had, the necessity and the
policy of silence. Ie had been in Goodin’s pen
about three weeks. To this man I became much
attached. We could sympathize with, and understand
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each other. It was with tears and a heavy heart,
not many days subsequently, that T saw him die, and

looked for the last time upon his lifeless form !
Robert and myself, with Clem, Eliza and her chil-
dren, slept that night upon our blankets, in one of the
small houses in the yard. There were four others, all
from the same plantation, who had been sold. and

were now on their way south, who also oceupied it
with us. David -"l!lil]ih wife, Caroline, both mulat-

toes, were exceedingly affected. They dreaded the

thought of being put into the cane and cotton fields
but their greatest source of anxie ty was the E!]']ili‘]l{:ll-
sion of being separated. Mary, a tall, lithe girl, of a
most jetty black, was listless and apparently indiffer-
ent. Like many of the class, she searcel ¥ knew there

was such a word as freedom. srought up in the jo-

norance of a brate, she possessed but little more than
a brate’s intelligence. She was one of thoso. and
there are very many, who fear nothing but their mas-
ter’s lash, and know no further duty than to obey his

voice. The other was Lethe. She was of an entire ly

‘*‘:{' had long, straight hair, and
bore more the appearance of an Indian than a ne oTo

woman. She had sharp and spiteful eyes, and con-
tinually

different charaeter.

gave utterance to the language of hatred
and revenge. ler husband had been sold. Bhe

knew not where she was, An exchange of masters,

she was sure, could not be for the worse. She cared
not whither they micht carry her. Pointing to the
sears upon her face, the desperate creature wished

CLEM RAY.

that she mightsee the day when she could wipe them
off in some man’s blood ! e
While we were thus learning the history ol r-tl{_.lr
other’s wretchedness, Eliza was seated in a corner .h_';,
j.ti_‘l‘.'?t'“l sineing hiymns and praying for her {.-lnllnlil'u]l.
Wearied from the loss of so much Fll.m'l.r, ][ mu‘l t 1111:
longer bear up against the ill]\':i1|i't:~'- of .le.lle h_i_l“r
restorer,” and laying down by the side Illt hc:mﬁ.rt. 011
the 1'i|11n;', goon forgot my troubles, and slept until the
awn of day
ﬂd‘I‘::lE‘.m morning, having swept the j,':fu*r.l. and "-‘-.‘11:%3_1‘
od ourselves, under Goodin’s 5:11u‘.~1*1nh:uda-nmr._\ Tu
were ordered to roll up onr blankets, :111I=1 m:ﬂ:u I-+. 1= *.
for the continuance of our _1n‘.11'1u-1_~.'. f:‘.rn]u l:.l:'.} -.-I.I-.m..
NOTLLA nrther, burei, I0r 80116
informed that he wounld gono il‘-kll-;‘ll_l 1] e i
eause, having concluded to carry him back tc o
ington. Ie was much rejoiced. Shaking hands, we
P arted in the slave pen at Richmond, and I have not
seen him since. But, much to my .~|::5:41-c ~mul- ”,lf
return, I learned that he had escaped from bondage,
and on his way to the iree soil of Canada, lodged one
night at the house of my brother-in-law in Saratoga,
informing my family of the place a: il the condition
in which !w lult me. 5
Tn the afternoon we were drawn up, two abreast,
TRobert and |||;.'.~'n-'.l in advance, and in this order, driv-

it T
11 in fr 1@ Var wwh the
en by Bureh and Goodin from the yard, Hm:r

: : : o by She was
atreets of Riclmond to the !"]z'—'; Orleans. e
il '

a vessel of respectable size, full riceed, and freight
g ;

inci g ace fe were all on hoard
principally with tebacco. We were a
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G4 TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE

five o’clock., DBureh brought us each a tin cup and a
spoon., There were forty of us in the brig, being all,
except Clem, that were in the pen. o
. With a small pocket knife that had not been taken
from me, i began catting the initials of my name
upon the tin cup. The others immediately .f]m-]wnf

round me, requesting me to mark theirs in a similar
- I. - :
manner. In time, I gratified them all, of which they
did not appear to be foroetful. i
We were all stowed '
vere all stowed awav in the id ¢ 1ohit, ¢
”w ]"L. rh = I] g i Y ‘|.|.. [ln.n] af ]”:'_'fl.lh .rHl{]
bl barred down. We laid on [l':l.";.{‘.“q or where-
ever there was room enongl st : lank
.. : cnough to streteh our blankets
on tie lioor.
S e i .
Burch accompanied us no farther than Riehmond
o

returning fr at poi ; 1 ith €
eturning from that point to the capital with Clem.

Not nuntil the lapse of
ot until the lapse of almost twelve vears, to wit, in

January last, in the Washington police office, did I
set my eyes upon his face avain.
James H. Bureh w '
oJ S . Bureh was a slave-trader —bavs
a3 i 85l AUCT —DTIVIDD me
WOINen -:-|]|] ':'1‘j1']"l"|: o ¥ ] W I E .|1 “ 3 ”‘
i Al cardren at low prices, and selling the
at an advance. He was a speculaf % : i
vas a speculator in human flesh

a disreputable calline ‘ i
a disreputable calling—and so considered at the
South. For the present he disappears fr i
wh e disdppears irom the scenes
recorded in this narrative, but he will appear again
ol | e Rl B

-F:lf"-,lll']'-f' .1‘ ] 'r1 1 # 1 - *

: re 18 close, not in the E‘J[:'H'.':I‘H‘I‘ of a ||J:1|1--1.‘-'J|f]|-~
ping tyrant, but as an arrested, eringine eriminal in
a4 court of law, that failed to do him justice

CHAPTER V.

ABRIVAT AT NORFOLE—FREDERICK AND MARIA — ARTATR, THE FREEEMAN
— APPOINTED RTEWARD— JIM, CUFFERE, AND JENNY —THE ST M — BA-
HAMA BANES—THE CUALM —THE CONSPIRACY —THE LONG BOAT —THE
EMALL-POX — DEATI OF ROBERT—MANNING, THE SAILOR— THE MEETING
1% THE FORECASTLE —THE LETTER— ARRIVAL AT NEW-0ORLEANS — AR~
THUR'S BESOUE— THEOFHILUS FEEEMAN, THE CONBIGNEE — PLATT —FIRST
WIGHT IN THE KEW-OELEANS BLAYE FEN.

ArrEr we were all on board, the brig Orleans pro-
ceeded down James River. - Passing into Chesapeake
Bay, we arrived next day opposite the eity of Nor-
folk. While lying at anchor, a lighter approached
us from the town, bringing four more slaves. Frede-
rick, a boy of eighteen, had been born a slave, asalso
had Henry, who was some years older. They had
both been house servants in the city. Maria was a
rather genteel looking colored girl, with a faultless
form, but ignorant and extremely vain. The idea of
going to New-Orleans was pleasing to her. She en-
tertained an extravagantly high opinion eof her own
attractions. Assuming a haughty mien, she declared
to her companions, that immediately on our arrival
in New-Orleans, she had no doubt, some wealthy sin-
ole gentleman of good taste would purchase her at

once !
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66 TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE.

But the most prominent of the four, was a man
named Arthur. As the lighter approached, he strug-
gled stoutly with his keepers. It was with main
force that he was dragged aboard the brig. Ie pro-
tested, in a loud voice, against the treatment he was
receiving, and demanded to be released. His face
was swollen, and covered with wounds and bruises,
and, indeed, one side of it was a complete raw sore.
He was forced, with all haste, down the hatchway
into the Lold. I caught an outline of his story as he
was borne struggling along, of which he afterwards
gave me a more full relation, and it was as follows:
He hLad long resided in the eity of Norfolk, and was
a free man. Ile had a family living there, and wasa
mason by trade. ITaving been unusually detained,
he was returnipg late one night to his house in the
suburbs of the city, when he was attacked by a gang
of persons in an unfrequented street. Ile fought
until his strength failed him. Overpowered at last,
he was gagged and bound with ropes, and beaten,

until he became insensible. For several days they
gecreted him in the slave pen at Norfolk—a very
common establishment, it appears, in the cities of the
South. The night before, he had been taken out and
put on board the lighter, which, pushing out from
shore, had awaited our arrival. For some time ho

continued his protestations, and was altogether irrec-
oncilable. At length, however, he became silent,
He sank into a gloomy and thoughtful mood, and ap-
peared to be counseling with himself. There was in

-

JIM, CUFFEE AND JENNY. 67

the man’s determined face, something that suggested
the thought of desperation.

After .1mw1n.r__-' Norfolk the hand-cuffs were taken
off, and during the day we were allowed to remain
on deck. The captain selected Robert as his waiter,
and I was appointed to superintend the cooking de-
partment, and the distribution of food and water. ‘I
had three assistants, Jim, Cuffee and Jenny. Jenny's
business was to prepare the coffee, which consisted of
corn meal scorched in a kettle, boiled and sweetened
with molasses. Jim and Cuffee baked the hoe-cake
and hoiled the bacon.

Standing by a table, formed of a wide board rest-
ing on the heads of the barrels, I ent and handed to
each a slice of meat and a * dodger” of the bread,
and from Jenny’s kettle also dipped out for each a
cup of the coffee. The use of plates was dispensed
swith, and their sable fingers took the place of knives
and forks. Jim and Cuffee were very demure and
attentive to business, somewhat inflated with their
situation as second cooks, and without doubt feeling
that there was a great responsibility resting on them.
T was called steward—a name given me by the cap-
tain.

The slaves were fod twice a day, at ten and five
o’clock — always receiving the same kind and quantity
of fare, and in the same manner as above described.
At 1‘11;ﬂ11‘ we were driven into the hold, and securely
fastened down.

Scarcely were we out of sight of land before we

e
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6S TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE.

were overtaken by a violent storm. The brig rolled
%‘mﬂ plunged until we feared she would zo down.
Dome were sea-sick, others on their knees praying,
while some were fast holding to each other, ‘J:!t'lléﬁ.'?l;':i.i
with fear. The sea-sickness rendered the place of our
confinement loathsome and disgusting, It would
have been a happy thing for most of us— it would
have saved the agony of many hundred lashes, and
miserable deaths at last —had the ('r:']J]I\:t:--'ﬁJ'-JJI:t!LL‘ sea
snatched us that day from the clutehes of remorseless
men. The thonght of Randall and little Bmmy sink-
ing down among the monsters of the deep, is a oL
pleasant contemplation than to think of them as they
are now, perhaps, dragging out lives of unruqnitu:l
toil.

When in sight of the Bahama Banks, at a place

, i

called Old Point Compass, or the Hole in the Wall,

we were becalmed three days. There was searcely a
breath of air. The waters of the gulf Tu:w;!s-;t-.lltml a
singularly white appearance, like lime water.

In the order of events, I come now to the relation
of an oceurrence, which I never call to mind but with
sensations of regret. I thank God, who hLas since
permitted me to escape from the thralldom of slavery,
that through his merciful interposition I was ]'-r::x'm;tr
ed from imbruing my hands in the blood of his crea-
tures. Let not those who have never been placed in
like circumstances, judge me harshly. Until they
have been chained and beaten — until they find them-
selves in the situation T was, borne away from home

THE CONSFIRACY. 69

and family towards a land of hondage— let them re-
frain from saying what they would not do for iberty.
Tow far I should have been justified in the sight of
God and man, it is unnecessary now to speculate upon.
It is enough to say that I am able to congratulate
myself upon the harmless termination of an affair
which threatened, for a time, to be attended with se-
rions resulfs.

Towards evening, on the first day of the calm, Ar-
thur and myself were in the bow of the vessel, seat-
od on the windlass. We were conversing together of
the probable destiny that awaited ng, and mourning
'E’H:E:l'i:i]!l."]' over our misfortunes. Arthur said, and 1

L3 . l1 g ] .. ) I ;! 1 T |"'|'.'! ] ‘ll .
ﬂ}i‘l‘m-d with him, that death was far less terrible than

the living prospect that was before us. For a long
time we talked of our children, our past lives, and ol

e P e y S |'
the probabilities of escape. Obtaining possession ol
the brig was suggested by one of us. We :hsmlfsm.l
the possibility of our being able, in such an event, to
make our way to the harbor of New-York. I knew
little of the compass; but the idea of risking the ex-

periment was eagerly entertained. The chances, for
and against us, in an encounter with the crew, was
canvassed. Who could be relied upon, and who
could not, the proper time and manner of the attack,

were all talked over and over again. Irom the mo-

ment the plot sngeested itselt 1 began to hope. I
revolved it constantly in my mind. As difficulty ai-
ter difficulty avose, some ready conceit was at hand,

demonstrating how it conld be overcome. While
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TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE.

others slept, Arthur and I were maty

= = ring our plans
At length, with much caution : ] -

)
made acquainted with our irnmla:l"rw-llt was gradually
of them at i ons.  Ie approved
o 11.” ab onee, and entered into the conspiracy with
a4 zealous spin EE : )
dared to !';':lII:.,:I‘L”].':lJf:E;E 1:;{1? ]:.Ut another slave we
Tast. i ) 10 fear and ienorance as
i.]wF iu"e, - o scarcely be conceived Jliﬁlfltrlziifm
o “:][1 cringe before a white man’s look | It t:}r
not safe to deposit so hold a secret with an i g

3 . w of )
and finally we three resolved e,

.-11.-:|Lm 'l.I]Ili fearful lenm.«;ihi]E!';ZJ:'d:ie :};::i;”““]"'m’
]J,,iﬂ illii:ttr]‘[ L; J]I.EE'.‘* hu.-m.] .suici, we were driven info the
'I“E{_ ‘ e t..lIEh barred down. How to reach the
1}1].,: : :. m Hiuel first l_!i:[]‘l{:”“’-}" that presented itself. On

ow of the brig, however, I had observed the

Bl I'ii [ Hi ! 1T £ i LB i'

that bv seerat] :
i I."'. BECT [?II]!;_‘_' 1_r]_”-l,;{-.;[\.u$ U]'lrlE_!]‘I'[ﬁglf_h ”-

not 1 , we would

2 Im 1,‘-'.."'\' - T i Wi = ¥
1 i_‘i jt”“] Ih v 1:_'].“ W [1. ﬂ-'" t ]{" "-‘n'{.‘l'{‘. ]]”t | icl
S : : : : . i .. 3, age (
1' VIl I l[ 1e ]-l'i]':]- dl Il |[... I. Wias Q(EI{.":' '1 i‘} i
I] 12 o% i ™ ¥ L o L e .-i.i_, A ]TEH. \'3
iy e ,- ]”"E'“!' rqu 111 ”l"]'.'r 18 ."-:HIE“I‘IT HIH' l"!‘l'{.:'" J‘.'. i!h.{‘ i
&1 11 [E &y rJ"!J:J : . & o ._"i. { i 139
i k= hl'.'\1 EVEIINL HO ) [ 4 E ! 5
g B il o 1_{'1Ir'1|“]L|"|-1 ‘{[Itll.'r "\-.-l. ) ar
W =”|:..!“”,-l.. JJ!"; ll[.l “'|L|H a . ! 0 | L i a1 FLE |
:} N I. - L [ ”Hﬁ. ||;=."‘[II1|‘. ‘.'1?“{'{‘“]L"| IIVEE ].F
: 1:1 L1 it : X : ' - £ of )
1 CIlE [j !. I‘.. I“'h' { |”.“{." ”f“”l f]l[,' {[l_.'!_'i'.-\ I ('I:'”].'f 266

Ill]lt].t II'll: 5T LE, 1 ] 1 b ! r e e
1 -._|‘.I.”._, i [ ¢ Il’“ 14 i!t‘.‘ 1“II ]L- 1‘!-].“.'] Y ”!ti{
L & :

{._-L:|.rm[ rlfysuif', In the morning, as they came up. I

;I]}:]lffcl trom my hiding place without Ill;.fllf.;’“lll.l"."‘ij} ]

]:,{j result was entirely satisfactory. Sy

The :‘.‘::l]_?f.llil.l_ and mate slept in the cabin of the for

mer. From Robert, who had frequent UE-CELHI;G'II I;':
3

Lis capaci raite
pacity of waiter, to make observations in that

THE CONSPIRACY, T1
ained the esact position of their

quarter, we ascert
ITe further informed us that there

1'{*..~}l:vcti-.'n't berths.
avs two pT_-atul.w_: and a eutlass lying on the

were alw
table. The crew’s cook slept in the cook &
cort of vehicle on wheels, that could be mov-
required, while the sailors,

alley on

deck, a
ed about as convenience
numbering only six, either slept in the forecastle, or
:n hammocks swung among the riceing.

Finally our arrangements were all completed. Ar-
al silently to the captain’s cab-

1881~

thur and I were to st
the pistols and cutlass, and as quickly as pe

in, seize
Robert, with a club,

ble despatch him and the mate.
the door leading from the deck down
into the cabin, and, in case of necessity, beat back the
lors, until we could hurry to his assistance. We
renmstances might require.
essful as to

was to stand by

gal
were to proceed then as ci
Should the attack be so sudden and suce
the hatech was to remain barred

prevent resistance,
and

down ; otherwise the slaves were to be ealled up,
, and hurry, and confusion of the time,
egain our liberty or lose our lives. 1
the unaceustomed place of pilot,

in the crowd
we resolved to r
was then to assume
and, steering northward, we trusted that some lueky
wind might bear us to the goil of freedom.

The mate’s name ‘was Biddee, the captains 1 ¢
recall, though I rarely ever forget a mame

an-

not now
The captain was a small, genteel man,

with a proud bearing, and looked
If he is still living,

once heard.
erect and prompt,
the personification of courage.

and these pages should chance to meet his eye, he
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T2 TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE.

will learn a fact connected with the voyage of the
brig, from Richmond to New-Orleans, in 1841, not
entered on his Eng—]]mlk_

We were all prepared, and impatiently waiting an

opportunity of putting our designs into execution,
when they were frustrated by a sad and unforeseen
event. Robert was taken ill.

that he had the small-pox. He eontinued to orow
worse, and four days previous to our arrival in Ne
Orleans he died. One of the sailors sew
blanket, with a large

It was soon announced

w-
'd him in his
stone from the ballast at his feet,
and then laying him on g hatehway, and elevating it
with tackles above the

poor Robert w
gulf,

railing, the inanimate body of
as consigned to the white waters of the

We were all panie-stricken by the

appearance of
the small-pox. The captain ordered lime to |
tered through the hold

tions to be taken.

e seat-
» and other pradent precau-
The death of Robert, 1
the presence of the mals
I gazed out over the

lowever, and
dy, oppressed me sadly, and
great waste of waters with g
Bpirit that was indeed disconsolate,

An evening or two after Eobert's burial, T was
leaning on the hatchway near the forecastle, full of
desponding thoughts, when :

a sailor in a kind voice
asked me why I was so down-hearted. The tone and

manner of the man assured me, and [

answered, he-
cause I was a freeman

, and had been kidnapped.
e remarked that it W

as enough to make any one
down-hearted, and

continued to intermg-utc me until

(3

MANNING, THE BATLOR.
* my whole history. He
he learned the particulars of my whole histor; ¥
g i 1 - half and. 1n
sdently mueh interested in my behalf, and,
was evidently mu

L of a cailor. swore he wounld aid me
the blunt speech o a sl

all e conld, if it *split 'll[:-atflllllvl'r-'-.': Iq!l‘rls?l:;_':'::'.l;
1:&11; to furnish me pen, ink u:njl paper, in wnl.{..l ! I'.l -
micht write to some of my friends. He 1':1_”;.:=_Jrl_;”r_u[__
nh:q;.liu them — but how I could use them undis

5 1t y fore-
| y difficalty. If I could only get into the 1o
(&l Was & 1 LAY v

pr 1 ¥ .t- :":11]""[*‘5
i i a8 and the othe
hile his wateh was off, ¢

castle while his 1 & i
sleep. the thing could be ;L{'Lrn=1111=l--1=|\a1. %

AS12ED, | PLalde : = 5

vl . owht we we

hoat instantly occurred to me. Ile Hulu;htu we

M 1ETELELL § - . ;:‘IE:SF] ;

. fan from the Balize, at the month of the I : I

S ool that the letter be written
i it was necessary that the lette )

9 Ill:Hl- lr ey . - 1 - " I'. :l'll'l-

1 | be lost. Accordinely,

1_ Rk ']l'l' arnortunity “-1.||||_[|. IIH,_ 1O=1. A E |

S0011, O 1 . el ‘ " vt 'l:-"jlt to secreh

by arrancement, I managed the next nig 1 v
J"__ b i 25 L s

mvself again under the long-boat. Ihis ml i
Il. = T =" & i fal L EY I'.., .1I11 1
t twels I saw him pass into the forecastle, ¢

4Nyl g . ; e ] ‘!tfr over

tl 2t an hour followed him. He was noddi __,ﬂ. -

A RLE ekl - OO & e T was flick-

table, half asleep, on which a sickly 115:_i|it t; e

i : 1d sheet of pa-

1C 30 Was 4 pen and 8
ng, ‘hich also was a }

g oo 1. beckoned me to a seat
or. As I entered he aroused, bec “idaive
L | i aner chrected the

%]L"Hil.lﬂ him, and pointed to the paper. _{.E_H i
e . 1‘. ’ I ._-‘:“ : 1 C

letter to Henry B. Northup, of Sandy 1 : U:
sk s : vard the

that T had been kidnapped, was then on boa
7 | | v Jleans @ that 1t was

brie Orleans, bound for New-Orleans; that ;

b : s . 1 » It nate 2R
] o ble for me to conjecture my ultimate des
LT 1IN USSRl DS 2 E 4 i acTETAE i

t' 1 | | vequesting he would take measures ’[1_1

Lination, ant requesiiilg vected. and

The letter was sealed and directed, I.

rescie 1e. | L : ‘ - i in 5

1 ] ' "'I'|"' t"l."'i.“l 51.1 ]11'1!-:!1'.:-'\-{"11 o 1.11. 1"||'|_ 1L 11

ﬁ["“”“”.;'-.' LAV - : ¥ ed hack to my lrltlﬂ:ﬂ

New-Orleans post-oftice. L hastened back tomj
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11 ]lli LY CARE s I
WE 11': oy 5 A q JAVE,
1 1t l'._l:I 1]1{" ]': I« 1 :l‘ i L ] I 1
L5 el & ; Lr=L LT, AT 11l [El. i
[= } o 1114 '!.‘“'- ihf 'i.'.i' i

¥ =8 D > BLELY {:'S
Wara ".L"J.El\‘.'“"‘ I'ol ii ] 11 =
1 L iy H il ﬂ'!'t' L0
: 15 e . - ) ’ 4 T I ]1';:]
tlLL ] |11]|5 ]’”:-I;_{-LH]. 1;‘.][]' 1.[]1_'“].

came up and

1[\ o |I! rien F
e ,..L.r triend, whose name was John Manning
as an Englishms r bi

.n.f_]h.l..n.m by birth, and a noble-heart ~T
generous satlor as ever walk : 2be
e as ever walked a deck. He had lived

1 .HH"I. 0;1"_" “.I{L.:‘ (1, 1']-_!‘ '[ 4 ¥ . i %
as a tall, well-built ma 1
four vears Tt sman, about twenty-
] ‘5 s old, with a face somewhat pt':(*.k—ln'll'k{';]
mt fall of benevolent ¢Xpression : =
}'.:I.JTEl. i iy YT e .

g to vary the monotony of our daily lif
curred, until we reached N I el
ok _1 > reached New-Orleans. On comine

the levee, and befor . 1
) refore the vessel was de fast,
R : \ VeSS as made fast, T
saw Mz s el
e Tu;ng leap on shore and hurry away into i; e
city. As he start - :
de; e e started off he looked back over his shonl
i siemificantly, eivi o
e gnifie 1;111}, giving me fo understand the object
I s errand. Preser . i
; sently he retur
¥ he returned, and passi
f.‘-!“:‘-i'l 7 M- |. at g 3 L Jﬂn?‘:”r—‘r
l-L by me, hunched me with his elbow 1.1;1‘[1f N
. e % a Pa-
culiar wink, as much as to say, “it is all rioht.” =
r!_]il:l rt-E’ & : s : A | 7 Ais L ';—‘:‘ _-'
= o L:\ as I have gince learned, reached Sandy
P M. INort : s .
oy | rthup visited Albany and laid it hefore
TOVernor Seward, hut inas ;
10 ard, but inasmuch as it rave i
mtormation as e gave no definite
il tion as to my probable loeality, it was not. at
' . 3 - : e - Al Ul &6
1at time, deemed advisable to institute n o
sl L 12

i Thasats o asures {for

: 3 r ion. It was concluded to delay, trusti

: E”; a kne Ey . P, : 5 it =5 “_'I"
akn swledge of where I was might event 6

s ght eventually he

e
[

ARTHUR'S RESCUE.
he recognized them, was almost crazy with de-

ter, as
He could hardly he restrained from ]r;:*lril];_;

light.
over the brig’s side; and when tl
nd. and clung to them a

, men from Norfolk, who
rescue him. His

ey met soon after,

he grasped them by the h
long, long time. They wer:
had come on to New-Orleans to
kidnappers, they informed him,

then confined in the Norfolk prison.
h the captain, and then

had been arrested,
and were They
conversed a few moments wit
departed with the rejoicing Arthur.

>ut in all the crowd that thronged the wharf, there

was no one who knew or cared for me. Not one.

No familiar voice greefte
single face that I had ever seen.
ily, and have the satisfaction of seeing
should I ever

d my ears, nor was there a
Soon Arthur would

rejoin his fam
his wrongs avenged : my family, alas,
ace them more ! There was a feeling of utter deso-
Jation in my heart, filling it with a despairing and re-
gretful sense, that T had not gone down with IRobert
to the bottom of the sea.

Very soon traders and con
One, a tall, thin-faced man, with light comp
and a little bent, made his appearance, with a paper

Burch’s gang, consisting of myselt, Eli-
children, Harry, Lethe, and some others,
Richmond, were consigned to

signees came on board.
lexion

in his hand.

za and her
who had _ju'ainml us at .

iy S, T

Pl B Gy B

A happy an :

: oy and toue oty

dintolo ‘ “]1“!:5: scene was witnessed imme- . PRV S X

tely upon our reaching the levee, ' him. This gentleman was Mr. [heophilus Freeman.
_NHE"[I'LG

eSS PRI ea— ___ .

e P RN BRI~ e e S
o = -

B

S T . Just as M : . : ..
ning left the brie, on his way to 1] Post ”&H Man- Reading from his paper, he called, ** Platt.”
3 8 way to the post-office, tw : - . . .

C8FUO answered, The name was called again and again, but

men came up and called aloud for Arthur, The 14
. The lat- Then Lethe was called, then

i

gtill there was no reply.

Can s T —— SR
B
1 Wi o g e —
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Eliza, then Harry, until ]
one stepping forward as his or her

* Captain, where’s
Freeman.
The eaptain was unable to infor

ing on board answering to that n

“ Who shipped #hat nigger
the captain, pointing to me,
*“ Burch,” replied the captain.
“Your name is Platt — you

Why don’t you come forw

in an angry tone.

ame.

ard ¥’ he demanded of me
]

I informed him that was not my name § ‘that I had
never been called by it, but that I had
to it as I knew of,

“Well, I will learn you your name,” said he ; « anq
8O you won’t forget it either, by , he added.

Mr. Theophilus Freeman, by the way, was not a
whit behind his partner, Burch, in the matter of blas-
phemy. On the vessel T had gone by the name of
“Bteward,” and this was the first time I ha
been designated as Platt th

no objection

1 ever
¢ name forwarded by
From the vessel I obsery-
e chain-gang at work on the levee.
near them as we were driven
This pen is very similar

surch to his consignee,
ed tl We passed
to Freeman’s slave pen.
to Goodin’s in Richmond, ex-
osed by plank, standing’ up-
L ends sharpened, instead of brick walls.
Including us, there were now at least fifty in thig
pen.  Depositing our blankets in one of the small

cept the yard was enel:
right, wit]

1e list was finished, each

name was called.
Platt  demanded Tieenphilus

m him, no one be-

” he again inquired of

answer my deseription,

(EW-ORLEANE T
FIRST NIGHT IN NEW-ORLEANS.

buildings in the yard, and having been :,::ﬂlml iiljl ::.3
“were allowed to saunter about the enclos 2
fed, we were a wanned our blankets round us
until night, when we wrappe o AR e R e
and laid down under the shed, ::.;- n.: 'i 16 3
open yard, just as u;L{::ll e ]"I"".“"]I'H'{ eves that night.
It 1:1.,';1:-1 but a short time 1 :*llu.aw |‘1|j~ 1 1 i.r- = x.t.,‘_qlil-]n
Ti!Ulli{ht was }mﬁ}:in 11311.' 1r=:-1LI|-LI_ [ ;”_I [ < IH]:t I EH“{
that ilwus thousands of miles irmfn uumx._. o {;m_l 5.
been driven through the streets 11.5\'1: :I':;;::.:lr ]m,“-‘\. =
that I had been chained and h:::n’r{:u W 1. ik h:].u,q:-g. :
that T was even then herded with : :hm X .'1‘ : weeks
ql-;w:; mveelf? Were the events fﬂ s hiEh:‘L--']L th;'-
;'(l:;ﬂii.m::. indeed  — or was 1 1_1;1:::.1111;:1'*:]’33“1“111: ?r g
ismal phases of a long, protracte e ,,,.. T
:11::Iil;llusllml+ My cup of sorrow was m!]- 1” ttI:lL {Ijl.- t;e
ing. Then I lifted up my ]1;111'15;“1(1“';1 1?1::3 :lvﬂlrinﬂ'
E.tﬁl watches of the night, surroun m- s ~~m-‘ o1 th:-}
orms of m companions, begged E"'T e S e
i::::? 1':;:135,!;};11 captive. To Hlﬁi J‘!-.]T‘ﬂ:lli:ill;ini- :;jli;;l.;:l
18 all — the freeman and the 8 ﬂ.‘i'e-—“ P ”' i
1]1-3 supplications of a broken El}fﬁt' :1;11:1]:_:1111'1411_; ;t r:tf :N
from on h{gh to bear up Il:f_:"ﬂlngt'- ; 1L1 the m-hnml_ret"'—
troubles, until the morning 11gh‘t " m}tla.; -
ers, ushering in another day of bondage.

e, 0 e W e B




CHAPTER VI.

INDUSTRY — CLEANLIN E283 AND oLO
BHOW ROOM —THE DANDE -—]10]3,

FREEMAN'g THES — EXERCISING IN THE
THE FIDDLER— ARRIVAL OF OUSTOM-
OLD GENTLEMAXN OF NEW-ORLEANS —
AND LETHR—PARTING aF

EBS —ELAVES EXAMINED —THE

BALE OF I].'L"r'J'D, CAROLINE RANDALL AND
ELTEA —SAALL PoX—THE HOSPITAL — REQOVERT AND RETURN TO
ELTZA, HARRY AND FLATT
ARTING FROM LITTLE EMILY.

FREEMAN'S SLAVE PEN— THE PURCHASER oF

—ELTZA'S AGONY ON P

TuE very amiable, pious-hearted M. Theophilus
Freeman, partner or consignee of James II. Burch,
and keeper of the slave pen in New-Orleans, was out
among his animals early in the morning. With an
oceasional kick of the old
many a sharp erack of the
Younger

€r men and women, and
whip about the eaps of the
slaves, it was not long before

they were all
astir, and wide awake.

Mr. Theophilus Freeman

bustled about in g very industrions manner, getting

his property ready for the s

ales-room, intending, no
doubt, to do that day a rousing business,

In the first place we were required to wash thorough-
ards, to shave. We wore then
furnished with & new suit each, cheap, but clean.
The men had hat, coat, shirt, pants and shoes ; the
women frocks of calicn, and handkerchiefs to bind
about their heads. Wo were now eonducted into
large room in the front part of

]‘}"_. and thr_‘:;-',pg with ]?L!

a
the building to which

S INDUSTRY 79
FREEMAN 8 INDUSTRY.

operly trained,
'.1.‘115_': men were

in order to be p1
the vard was attached, in order to be 1

teaiom Of cusfomers.
before the admission f

I'iL ! ‘1 On O 18 § .1'. “1 .t : 8] L1 =
arr: .“.._1 o |

.d at the head of the row,
The tallest ‘r‘.';iri]sl:li_'i.'li at the hes

. and so on in the order of their
L 'y

then the next t:ll]t'5t7 Pl = at the foot of the
jehts mily was @
e velits, iy i
Trespective b = e s to reme
1i I f women. Ireeman charged us =
i 1 H ST SINary ail -
laces: exhorted us to appear ) ;
o tening, and again, holding ou
stimes threatening, again, i
lv.—sometimes . : i8n, 0 18
2 During the da;

loms i EINETTS, : S
it  smart,” and of moving to

us in the art of *lookin s

| ith exact precision. :

» places with exact pr 22 A

= 1’1'“-*1" e fed, in the afternoon, we were agall
After being fed, In

01 i (*|-|||~1'L-51 11-.-}',_.
d made to dance. Boh, a
IHL!'ll.ili'll and mad

1 o 'I
; ImAal aved o1l
o Freeman, playe

e heloneed

i ad some fhime belong 14 I-

who had so line near him. I made bold to 1n
1L i

the violin. Stan He an-

P o O

lav , « Viroinia Reel.

11 HAY 1}[E o 5 i

E 1 : 1'h‘1 T if I L'.n'ﬂﬂ.tl 1u.l}+
I=h 3 1 .

handed me the violin.

Freeman ordered

quire if he cou 5
swered he eould not, and : 5
Replying in the 1'|.'t‘[1r!i!élt‘1"-.l..~..1 1.}_1 2
T struck up a tune, :nn:l finishec ; : e
me to continue playing, and sec

] eolled him—a
- ¥ g Inr exceiled .
h.““mg Bob that 1 \anion very mach.

well 1!11::15-_"{1,
remark that

S aal enin
114 d to L'_"'l'iu"'-"{? my MUs1cal comj
BoelLLG :

1 i | oy MIls o 1 L'!. i A I!l‘[‘ll!‘!(‘ llt :C
b ITLATY {_'-1.1.' B - e 1- L t" Xy

& XL':‘\ 1 i k c

L :

i i - % --_-1-.-1L.-
1ot.”? The latter gentleman Was Ve y

7 i i - B LW L - 5 - 3
man’s  new Lot neth npon our several
line at much length uj =
S Tle would make us hold

1 forth, while cus-

S A

1o juacions, we 4

ints ¢ nalities.

good points andd ( . 2y

3 heads. walk briskly back anc
up our heads, Wi

: 3 & ] |-|.:..,--;
| foe] of our hands and arms and bodies,
tomers would feel oI O1

: e
g what we '["J"l"'j.'n.i_ d'u.'l!l make ns opel
turn us :ll.mlli, ask us wli
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our months and show our teeth,

precisely as a jockey
examines a horse which he is

about to barter for or
- e | P = fHE 7 r

purchase. wsometimes i Man or woman Wwas i:-iL‘l:JIl
back to the small honse in the

yard, stripped, and in-
spected more minutely. S

‘ars upon a slave’s back
were considered evidence of g
epirit, and hurt his sale,

One old gentleman, who said Le wanted a coach-
man, appeared to take a fancy to me.
versation with Bureh, T le
the city.

rebellious or unruly

From his con-
arned he was a resident in
I very much desired that he would buy
because I conceived it would not be diffie ‘.
my ese

me,

ult to malke
ape from New-Orleans on some northern ve
Freeman asked him fifteen hundred dolla
The old gentleman insisted
were very hard.

ssel,
s for me,
it was too much, as times
Freeman, however, declared that I
was sound and healthy, of a rood ¢

onstitution, and
mtelligent.

He made it a point to enlaree uj

0T Ty
musical attainments.

r

The old gentleman argned

quite adroitly that there was nothine extraordinary
w

about the mgeer, and finally, to mv recret, went onf

saying he would call agam. During the day, how-
ever, a number of sales were made, David and Car-
oline were purchased

They left us

tngm-ht]r ].:_1_!.' a Natchez Iif&l?ltur.
» grinning broadly, and in the most happy
state of mind, caused by the fact of thejr not bein

o sep-
arated. Lethe was sold to a planter of 1

saton Rouge,
Ler eyes flashing with anger as she was led away,
The same man also purchased Randall. The little

fellow was made to jump, and run across the fson

_]zt!‘:-‘mll;_fhi the

= ; . 1
PARTING OF RANDALL AND ELIZA. 8

and perform many other feats, exhibiting his activity
* 5 [

H B L & Wi ] : :'
and condition. All the time the trade was going on,
L}

' '. N i | -1 t:.l
Eliza was erying aloud, and wringing her hands.  Sh
A Al " =y ] i - I
man not to buy him, unless he also

4 L 1 % ¥ - “ - : . .l' Fe
boueht herself and Emily.  She promised, in that case,

qithful lave that ever lived. The
to be the most faithtul stave tha

u."|' 1 & { [ i1l
man answered that he could not atford it and the
s Fa R - : : : ‘ - l .
- . R ¥ Py .} 1.- ..1,,““.: |.11]”.
Fliza buret into a paroxysm of griel, weeping ]

urned roun r, sgavacely, with
tively. Freeman tnrned round to her, savagely,

and, ordering her to stop her

s whip in his uplifted h 1
=, l He would not have such

noise, or he wonld flog her.

work —such snivelling; and unless she ceased that
l = - = =

' : he vard and give hera
minte. he would take her to the yard and gi

Yes. he would take the nonsense out
: 1 ? rOF SR P S
of her pretty quick— _if he didn’t, might he be d—d.

2 : teed to wine awav her
Eliza shrank before him, and tried to Wipe awa,
cliza s

She wanted to be with

hundred lashes.

tears, but it was all in vain. el
her children, she said, the little time she had to hive.

All the frowns and threats of Freeman, could not

: ri 18
lonce the afflicted mother. She kepton beg

wholly sil
5 o Y * - - QE -‘_
i soechi ] nost piteously, not to sej
ging and beseeching them, m st} -

arate the three. Over and over again she told them

how she loved her boy. A great Y ?-.m.n-:-;l j‘hli
repeated her former prorises—how very m-.ihtnll.:m~
obedient she would be; how hard sl}u wuu.hll 1 Ol
dav and night, to the last moment of ]IL?]' lite, 11. l.uz-
w::nlli only buy them all together. But it was of no

- - (3 & ot l‘ s I
avail = the man could not atford it. I'he bargain was
e ¥ 5 ¥ L

: ‘ . Then Eli-
agreed upon, and Randall must go alone. lmnl |
b 8 5 : : :
him : embraced him passionately ; kissec
D

7 ran to

E———— £
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hereupon {here was much
' e, R
=oon atter Dir. Carr i ITy

1]1!11 ngﬂlll andl :1;__*:;111]; told .]”“' o t'u]]:-r:ﬂ!n?‘l' }J{'r--—- In'u:lﬂl.llﬂ‘-'-"l 11 *'“l*lll l"”"-‘
all the while her tears falling in the boy’s face like rain.

Freeman damned her, calling her a blubbering,

Lout the :\'lll":l.

Tyae .
o) o tlhirons : | =
e = | myself were put into & hack

Eliza, Emmy, Harry an

T e e R . L R T
'W"”W'
et . s T T

T s e

-
T T P —

-

bawling wench, and ordered her to go to her place,

= -
and behave herself, and be somaeb iy, e swore he

wouldn’t stand such stuff but a little longe