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% Buch dupes are men to custom, and so prona
To réverence what Is ancient, and can plead
A coursa of long observanca for its use,
That even servitude, the worst of ills,
Becanse delivered down from sire toson,

Is kept and pnarde A sacred

But is it fit, or can it bear the shock

Of rational discossion, that & man
Compounded and made up, like other man,
Of elements tumultnons, in whom lost
And folly in as ample measure mest;

Asin the bosom of the slave he roles
Bhould be s despot nhsolate, and boast

Himsolf the only freemso of HiE Tand ¢
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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

Whaex the editor commenced the preparation of the fol-
lowing mnarrative, he did not suppose it would reach the size of
this volume. In order, however, to present all the facts which
have been communieated to him, it has seemed necessary to
extend it to its present length.

Many of the statements contained in the following pages are
corroborated by abundant evidence — others rest entirely upon
Solomon’s assertion, That he has adhered strictly to the truth,
the editor, at least, who has had an opportunity of detecting
any contradiction or discrepancy in his statements, is well sat-
isfied. He has invariably repeated the same story without
deviating in the slightest particular, and has also carefully pe-
rused the manuseript, dictating an alteration wherever the most
trivial inaccuracy has appeared,

It was Solomon’s fortune, during his captivity, to be owned by
several masters, The treatment he received while at the * Pine
Woods * shows that among slaveholders there are men of hu-
manity as well asof cruelty, Some of them are spoken of with

emotions of gratitude — others in a spirit of bitterness, It is
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believed that the following account of his exp

Beeuf presents a correet picture of Slavery, in all its lights and
shadows, as it now exists in that locality. Unbiased, ﬂs:. he
conceives, by any prepossessions or prejudices, the only object
of the editor has been to give a faithful history of Solomon
Northup’s life, as he received it from his lips.

In the accomplishment of that object, he trusts he has suc-
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expresssion it may be found to contain.

DAVID WILSON.
Warrenarr, N, Y., May, 1853.

NARRATIVE OF SOLOMON NORTHUP.

CHAPTER I.

I'.\'Tiliaivl‘l'l'l'ﬂ'.";.'—-.\NT'PJR':'It‘:'—'l'!El-t NORTHUP FAMILY =—BIRTH AND PARENT-
AGE — MINTUS NORTHUP — ARRIAGE WITH ANNE HA MPTON —GOOD RES-
OLUTIDONS — CHAMPLAIN CANAL—RAFTING EXOURIION TO CANADA ——

FABMING THE 1--']'.!'1.:.""»'—1'I'ZII'I'}-'..JZ’«-‘fF—l"".E'.‘f[”"m'.'l.II. TO BARATOGA — PARKER

AND PERRY—SLAVES AND BLAVERY—THE CHILDREN — THE BEGINNING
UF BORTOW,

Havixg been born a freeman, and for more than
thirty years enjoyed the blessings of liberty in a free
State-—and having at the end of that time been kid-
napped and sold into Slavery, where I remained, until
happily rescued in the month of January, 1853, after
a bondage of twelve years—it has been suggested
that an account of my life and fortunes would not be
uninteresting to the publie,

Since my return to liberty, I have not failed to per-
ceive the inereasing interest throughout the Northern
States, in regard to the subject of Slavery. Works of
fiction, professing to portray its features in their more

lﬂeﬂﬁiﬂg as well as more repugnant aspects, have been
2
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cirenlated to an extent unprecedented, and, as 1 un-
derstand, have created a fruitful topic of comment and
discussion.

I can sp
my own observation—only so far
and experienced it in my OWn persof. My object is,
to give a candid and truthful statement of facts: to
repeat the story of my life, without exaggeration, leav-
others to determine, whether even the pages

eak of Slavery only so far as it came under
as I have known

ing it for
of fiction present a picture of more cruel wrong or &
severer bondage.

As far back as I have been able to ascertain, my
ancestors on the paternal side were slaves in Rhode
Island. They belonged to a family by the name of
Northup, one of whom, removing to the State of New-
York, settled at Hoosic, n Rensselaer county. He
brought with him Mintus Northup, my father. On
the death of this gentleman, which must have occur-
red some fifty years ago,my father became free, hav-
ing been emaneipated by & direction in his will.

Henry B. Northup, Esq. of Sandy Hill, a distin-
grnished counselor at law, and the man 10 whom, un-
der Providence, I am indebted for my present liberty,
and my return to the society of my wife and children,
is a relative of the family in which my forefathers
wore thus held to service, and from which they took
the name I bear. To this fact may be attributed the
ken in my behalf.

]_Jul'ﬁm'm'iug interest he has ta
liberation, he removed

Sometime after my father's
to the town of Minerva, Essex county, N. Y., wherel
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was I.}f_‘_\l‘ﬂ, in the month of July, 1808. How 1
11&71‘1;1}1}&(1 in the latter place -I.hﬂ\'{}, i s metlnléjhfi.&
it:fimrfill}- aﬂfcurtuiuing. From thence he "‘3111,-,;.:: ttrn
anville, Washi
Sly I_:{}rt::ra:ﬂ-l'l: :;‘];’iﬁt: :1] :’u.mj:’ near a place known as
farm of L] 'k Nor - ome years, he labored on the
o A Northup, also a relative of his old m:
ter; 11_"0111 thence he removed to the ‘H[]“-.l l +nms,
%[nsqsc. htl‘{:‘eh a short distance north of the ;‘illt::l.i? '1:
ﬁin;f;:rl“};} and from thence to the farm n{m': :;11::1'1
Y Juss ratf, situated on the road leadine f s
Fort Edw: i SHLINg trom
until his iriﬁ::’ i:‘lbfllrll'i:“‘:‘i‘he;e he continued to reside
e e . 2 p di-?{?- on the 224 day of
ovem J(?i':, 1829. He left a widow and two child
:'.—”}.1'-"""[':_“-‘_ and -_-fu.-»‘{-,l;!!_., an elder brother. ’j‘h.tl . T:C-Il.
JSMS“” ]n'm:_w; in the county of Oswego, near *J'l. y tl-"‘:l
of that ’_““”9; my mother died dm;énw thle It (”‘T
my captivity. g period of
o
Though born a slave, and laboring under the disad
vantages to which my unfortunate Ii‘;lﬁj 15 tu]ijcz*::rl-
; 3

Ilill L.ltilEl Y [ L =
(1b l.-\t- ]]1!;1]]- IL-" “i"t. L( tl 11.'1 Iil." .IIJL]. -:"i-.t V r-!.]l 1
" .

,‘l'
| a\_ ] ‘1 2 ':I v
| [:' 3 0.{ l 11': I. E . t‘. L = I ) L
I]L' ¥ ]n'-.lll- ln t‘llﬂde’ l!—‘lﬂri. ]]-I.Llllﬂ] |”-I-."j.{.l‘r] = W 11 "n"E ].
= JIeR tt . - - --E ; 28 L] - .It.ri
['-' el ] 1 :-il.].l I; {1‘11‘.."!['-_ ‘-_1 [|:| t]“.' L]]]LRI]"_:'I!_ 0 j £ tli{:ﬂ

sldes givine s A . Ile-
o & Us an l,,'qi_[un'”“- . oL,
ation surpassing that ordinari-

ly bestow
: Wwe (18] i1 ' .
A ed upon children in our condition. he ae

-

quired * his dilig

I » by his diligence and economy, a sufficient

T ARG : ‘ A B HES = 1C1ent

Property qualiication to entitle him to the richt of
1 i 1€ TIZTOL o

puffrace. He twak -
2 He wa8 accustomed to speak o us of hi
A y b =
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early life ; and although at all times cherishing the

kindness, and even of affection
1s¢ he had been a

hended the system

warmest emotions of
towards the family, in whose hot
bondsman, he nevertheless compre
of Slavery, and dwelt with gorrow on the
of his race. 1le endeavored to imbue our i
sentiments of morality, and to teach us to place our
trust and confidence in Him who regards the humblest

as well as the highest of his creatures. How often
eetion of his paternal

degra lation
lg with

cince that time has the recoll
while lying in a slave hut in

the distant and sickly regions of Louisiana, smarting

with the undeserved wounds whic
ter had inflicted, and longing only for the grave which
had covered him, to chield me also from the lash of
In the church-yard at Sandy Hill, an

spot where he reposes, after
ed the duties appm'taining to
appointed him to

counsels oceurred to me,

h an inhuman mas-

the oppressor.
humble stone marks the
having worthily perform
the lowly sphere wherein God had
walk.

Up to this ]
with my father

ure hours allowed me were gen
or playing on the violin — an amuse-

ruling passion of my youth. It
ation gince, affording

seriod I had been principally engaged
in the labors of the farm. The leis-
erally either emplo yed

over my hooks,
ment which was the
has also been the semrce of consol
pleasure to the simple beings with whom my lot was
cast, and beguiling my oWn thoughts, for many hours,
from the painful contemplation of my fate.

On Christmas day, 1829, 1 was married to Anne
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—_

.l[zltllpt.ﬂ'{l, a colored girl then living in the vicinity of
;_{:J:ll:'l.*ﬁl;Init]{:m'] The ceremony “‘:E*- performed at f‘u':‘t
“dward, by Timothy Eddy, Esq., a 1.11:11*i-'-t1:1 I'- r
:;E ltl::al 1]1Ie %fr&ul.:ﬁt]]i a 1}1*?171111&111: citizen iJf:dﬂ'l[! ;1{3:31
2 sided a long time at Sandy Hill, with Mr
}..-:111::!, proprietor of the Eagle Tm'a:r;l ﬂul{?-' 1 'l 1 X
family of Rev. Alexander Proudfit, ::!L"‘H-lel-::} Hll‘t[l'l'u
%;i_-lm.h:imun l’:}.r many years had presided +.'1-'~:r-1'- .Lh.u: Pr :l'j
.J:}r tt.-rruul* society at the latter place, and ml wid ‘lﬁ
qii [:imgmshufl for his learning and IJIeh'n -::-:L }
?l-[.rl : fl-f.JliI.‘-} in grateful remembrance the Lu,{,:dfl?i
;;:1 ;i&h iutﬁ-l the excellent counsels of that good mantj
= m._ :m]t. m;[u l]u determine the exact line of her de-
R .1<1l_‘- lood of three races }1:511--'!'."-'-: in he
;;"1“#_ It is difficult to tell whether the ]L:l L;au'ijlzlt *”u:
5 ‘:01} }J"tﬁ"ll?“lltlilttes. The union of them all, lmwr.:- :ﬂ
mr ler origin, has given her a singular Em!r les 'ur‘:
Tlﬂ}l&fwn} such as is rarely to hln: seen. l'.l‘;l::::ﬁ
b; mewhat resembling, yet she cannot pro JE:I'l-' Tj
8 .Jrle(} a quadroon, a class to which, I have oty
melnlttcm, my mother belonged. : ==
: :
Imﬁ“i{i :]IIEE]IIGW passed the period of my minority
5 1:03? ed the age of twenty-one years i =
11‘:!!1111'11 of July previous. Depri ved of th‘uL"u]l:'im T‘hz
assistance of myv father, wi ' e
e h{ i Jm M.Ehﬂ] with a wife dependent upon
- .1 port, 1 1-|:-_-‘.=h.'u.tl to enter upon a life of in-
stry ; and notwithstanding the obstacle of. (:-U].L'rl'
-

and the consciousness of
consclousness of my lowly state, indulged i
1 Sy LG I1

'j']l'JHH.'mt dre: ;
CaIs ¢ ; . ’
ms of a ‘:_{‘m,'uf fime comino “'Ell."]'L 1'Ej 3 l].-;
52 = Ll_":,-i-

gession of some ;
of some humble habitation, with a fi
) a4 few sur-
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il

rounding acres, should reward my labors, and bring
me the means of happiness and comfort.

From the time of my marriage to this day the love
T have borne my wife has heen sincere and nnabated ;
and only those who have felt the glowing tenderness
a father cherishes for his offspring, can appreciate my
affection for the beloved children which have since
been born to ns.  This much 1 deem appropriate and
necessary to say, in order that those who read these
pages, may comprehend the poignancy of those suf-
ferings 1 have been doomed to bear.

Tinmediately upon our marriage we commenced
house-keeping, in the old yellow building then stand-
ing at the southern extremity of Fort Edward village,
and which has since been transformed into a modern
mansion, and lately occupied by Captain Lathrop.
It is known as the Fort House. [n this building the
courts were sometime held after the organization of
the county. 1t was also occupied by Burgoyne in
1777, being situated near the old Fort on the left bank
of the Hudson.

During the winter I was employed with others re-
pairing the Champlain Canal, on that section Over
which William Van Nortwick was superintendent.
David McEachron had the immediate charge of the
men in whose company I labored. By the time the
canal opened in the spring, L was enabled, from the
gavings of my wages, 10 purchase a pair of horses, and

other things necessarily required in the business of

navigation,

EXCURSION TO CANADA. 93

an'in%: hired several efficient hands to assist me. T
f.“nl‘{_'i'a}:]‘ l.m” contracts for the im“ﬂ"’il‘fnﬁ,,;; cﬁ ];':“
_;'I[’i':-l nf. timber from Laks Champlain to Troy _]‘} ::aL
H.i.”']m-”h and a Mr. Bartemy, of Whit'eh;-tli ‘zuﬁ:crn.x.:fr
nied me on several trips. During the k'-'.{:;;_s:“” I 'I}:F
ATO perfectly familiar with the :ul*t and ';;!].\';*Tt‘l‘f{jq j.{'i:
afting—a knowledge which. afterwards l.':'!.}‘.!.!r.[ ] X
to render profitable service to a worthy m.:q ,L,,{ JTTIE.'!
tr:. astonish the simple-witted funlhcruw]hl } o i
of the Bayou Beenf. ot b

: In one of my voyages down Lake Chﬁﬂ'lpl'lin I .
_11:1[.1::1'_*5\-[1 fn.n[;kkv a visit to Canada. ]{rp;‘liriﬁnnwilh 3
.Ji”“”.m_r‘ I visited the cathedral and other ;ht:;:a f
”'“-‘{‘“-‘*T n that city, from whence I {'r'u]]t]ni'ft'l‘m -I -jj-
cursion to Kingston and other towns, '“;J_‘l:rl".‘:‘ll-
l{i1un=,-]mi_:£u of localities, which was also of ‘q:]‘-r.il.le_l_-tzl
me atterwards, as will appear towards tl T l"t r’
this narrative. 1e close of

fa [1]41':"”]&‘ completed my contracts on the canal satis
actorily to myself and to my e S
.i]]g to remain id]l__"! it thﬂt{?t;‘j;-li:;:fiih and not wish-
nal was ;1;_;{'&11 suspended, I entered o i o
tract with Medad Gunn, to cut a laree gu: Q-l u.m?
= IU[I]J?]I‘:\.' 071

gation of the ca-

wood. In thi i
_ n this business I was encaced durine ¢
winter of 1831-32 i ring the

: I“u‘j ith the return of spring, Anne and myself

]n.-n ed the project of taking a farm in the ;‘]I;}E vl ;‘-GH-
“mjl' [ had been accustomed from earljest v ghbor-
agricultural labors arliest youth to
nial to my tastes.

and it was '
,I d it was an occupation conge-
accordingly entered into arrange-
e
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ments for a part of the old Alden farm, on which my
father formerly resided. With one cow, one ::_wnu.ﬁ,
a yoke of fine oxen 1 had lately purchased of Lewis
Brown, in Hartford, and other personal property and
eil‘uci'.'ﬂ; we proceeded to our new home h.] Kingsbury.
That year I planted twenty-five acres of '{_-qurn_, sowed
large fields of oats, and+ commenced farming upon as
large a scale as my utmost Imeans xjfm'ﬂd ]J{_‘.l:llllt.
Anne was diligent about the house affairs, while I
toiled lahoriously in the field. |

On this place we continued to reside until 1854.
In the winter season I had numerous calls to play on
the violin. Wherever the young people assembled to
dance, I was almost invariably there. Tln'uug}xrmt
the surrounding villages my fiddle was notorious.
Anne, also, tluﬁu;: her long residence at the Eagle
Tm'm;n, had become somewhat famous as & cook.
]ﬂhlring; court weeks, and on public ﬁcc:ar-:immi ghe ‘u‘."l‘-l
employed at high wages in the kitchen at Sherrill’s
Coffee House.

We always returned home from the performance
of these FEI“:'Icw‘. with money in our pockets ; 80 that,
with fiddling, cooking, and farming, we :ﬂrﬂtli'f'n'ﬂitlld
ourselves in the possession of abundance, and, in fact,
Jeading a happy and prosperous life. Well, indeed,
wonld it have heen for us had we remained on the
farm at Kingsbury; but the time came when Fh{:
next step was to be taken towards the cruel destiny
that awaited me. :

In March, 1834, we removed to Saratoga Springs.
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We occupied a house belonging to Daniel O’Brien,
on the north side of Washington street. At that time
Isaac Taylor kept a large boarding house, known as
‘Wagshington Hall, at the north end of Broadway. He
employed me to drive a hack, in which capacity I
worked for him two years. After this time I was
generally employed through the visiting season, as
also was Anne, in tlre United States Hotel, and other
public houses of the place. In winter seasons I re-
lied upon my violin, though during the construction
of the Troy and Saratoga railroad, I performed many
hard days’ labor upon it.

I was in the habit, at Saratoga, of purchasing arti-
cles necessary for my family at the stores of Mr. Ce-
phas Parker and Mr. William Perry, gentlemen
towards whom, for many acts of kindness, I enter-
tained feelings of strong regard. It was for this rea-
son that, twelve years afterwards, I caused to be di-
rected to them the letter, which is hereinafter insert-
ed, and which was the means, in the hands of Mr.
Northup, of my fortunate deliverance.

While living at the United States Hotel, I frequent-
ly met with slaves, who had accompanied their mas-
ters from the South. They were always well dressed
and well provided for, leading apparently an easy life,
with but few of its ordinary troubles to perplex them.
Many times they entered into conversation with me
on the subject of Slavery. Almost uniformly I found
they cherished a secret desire for liberty. Some of

them expressed the most ardent anxiety to escape, and
B
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consulted me on the best method of effecting it. The
fear of punishment, however, which they knew was
certain to attend their re-capture and return, in all
cases proved sufficient to deter them from the exper-
iment. Having all my life breathed the free ar of
the North, and conscious that I possessed the same
feelings and affections that find a place in the white
man’s breast; conscions, moreover, of an intelligence
equal to that of some men, at least, with a fairer skin,
I was too ignorant, perhaps too independent, to con-

ceive how any one could be content to live in the ab-

iect condition of a slave. 1 could not mIm‘[:-rr_':hmul the

justice of that law, or that religion, which upholds or
recognizes the principle of Slavery; and never once,
I am proud to say, did I fail to counsel any one who
came to me, to watch his opportunity, and strike for
freedom. .

[ continued to reside at Saratoga until the spring of
1841. The flattering anticipations which, seven years
hefore, had sedueced us from the quiet farm-house, on
the east side of the Hudson, had not been realized.
Though always in comfortable circumstances, we
had not prospered. Thesociety and associations at that
world-renowned watering place, were not calculated
to preserve the simple habits of industry and economy
to which I had been aceustomed, but, on the contrary,
to substitute others in their stead, tending to shift-
Jessness and extravagance.

At this time we were the parents of three children
— Elizabeth, Margaret, and Alonzo. Elizabeth, the
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eldest, was in her tenth year; Margaret was two
years younger, and little Alonzo had just passed his
fifth birth-day. They filled our house with gladness.
Their young voices were music in our ears. Many an
airy castle did their mother and myself build for the
little innocents. When not at labor I was always
walking with them, clad in their best attire, through
the streets and groves of Saratoga. Their presence
was my delight; and I clasped them to my bosom
with as warm and tenderlove as if their clonded skins
had been as white as snow.

Thus far the history of my life presents nothing
whatever unusunal—mnothing but the common hopes,
and loves, and labors of an obscure colored man, ma-
king his humble progress in the world. But now 1
had reached a turning point in my existence — reach-
ed the threshold of unutterable wrong, and sorrow,
and despair. Now had I approached within the shad-
ow of the eloud, into the thick darkness whereof 1 was
soon to disappear, thenceforward to be hidden from
the eyes of all my kindred, and shut out from the
sweet light of liberty, for many a weary year,




CHAPTER 1L

THE TWO STRANGERS— THE CIRCUS COMPANY —DEPARTURE FROM BARA-
TOGA — VENTRILOQUISM AND LEGERDEMAIN —JOURNEY TO NEW-YORE —
FREE PAPERS —EBROWN AND HAMILTON —THE HASTE TO REACH THR
CIROUS — ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON — FUNERAL OF [TARRISON — THE 8UD=
DEN SICENESS —THE TORMENT OF THIRST —THE RECEDING LIGHT—IN=-

BENSIBILITY — CHAINE AND DARKNESS

Oxe morning, towards the latter part of the month
of March, 1841, having at that time no particular
business to engage my attention, I was walking about
the village of Saratoga Springs, thinking to myself
where I might obtain some present employment, un-
til the busy season should arrive. Anne, as was her
usual custom, had gone over to Sandy Hill, a dis-
tance of some twenty miles, fo take charge of the cu-
linary department at Sherrill’s Coftee House, during
the session of the court. KElizabeth, I think, had ae-
companied her. Margaret and Alonzo were with
their aunt at Saratoga.

On the corner of Congress street and Broadway,
near the tavern, then, and for aught 1 know to the
contrary, still kept by Mr. Moon, 1 was met by two
gentlemen of respectable appearance, both of whom
were entirely unknown to me. 1 have the impres-
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sion that they were introdueed to me by some one of
my acquaintances, but who, I have in vain endeavor-
ed to recall, with the remark that I was an expert
player on the violin.

At any rate, they immediately entered into conver-
sation on that subject, making numerous inquiries
touching my proficiency in that respect. My respon-
gses being to all appearances satisfactory, they propos-
ed to engage my services for a short period, stating,
at the same time, I was just such a person as their
business required. Their names, as they afterwards
gave them fo me, were Merrill Brown and Abram
Hamilton, though whether these were their true ap-
pellations, I have strong reasons to doubt. The for-
mer was a man apparently forty years of age, some-
what short and thick-set, with a countenance indica-
ting shrewdness and intelligence. He wore a black
frock coat and black hat, and said he resided either at
Yochester or at Syracuse. The latter was a young
man of fair complexion and light eyes, and, I should
Judge, had not passed the age of twenty-five. He
was tall and slender, dressed in a snuff-colored coat,
with glossy hat, and vest of elegant pattern. His
whole apparel was in the extreme of fashion. Iis
appearance was somewhat effeminate, but prepossess-
ing, and there was about him an easy air, that showed
he had mingled with the world. They were connect-

ed, as they informed me, with a ecircus company, then
in the city of Washington; that they were on their
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way thither to rejoin it, having left it for a short time
to make an excursion northward, for the purpose of
seeing the country, and were paying their expenses
by an occasional exhibition. They also remarked
that they had found much difficulty in procuring mu-
sic for their entertainments, and that if 1 would ac-
company them as far as New-York, they would give
me one dollar for each day’s services, and three dol-
lars in addition for every night I played at their per-
formances, besides sufficient to pay the expenses of
my return from New-York to Saratoga.

I at once accepted the tempting offer, both for the
reward it promised, and from a desire to visit the
metropolis. They were anxious to leave immediately.
Thinking my absence would be briet, [ did not deem
it necessary fo write to Anne whither 1 had gone;
in fact supposing that my return, perhaps, would be
as soon as hers. So taking a change of linen and my
violin, I was ready to depart. The carriage was
brought round —a covered one, drawn by a pair of
noble bays, altogether forming an elegant establish-
ment. Their baggage, consisting of three large
trunks, was fastened on the rack, and mounting to
the driver’s seat, while they took their places in the
rear, I drove away from Saratoga on the road to
Albany, elated with my new position, and happy as
I had ever been, on any day in all my life.

We passed through Ballston, and striking the ridge
road, as it is called, if my memory correctly serves

VENTRILOQUISM AND LEGERDEMAIN. a1

me, followed it direct to Albany. We reached that
city before dark, and stopped at a hotel southward
from the Museum.

This night I had an opportunity of witnessing one
of their performaneces — the only one, during the whole
period I was with them. Hamilton was stationed at
the door ; I formed the orchestra, while Brown pro-
vided the entertainment. It consisted in throwing
balls, dancing on the rope, frying pancakes in a hat,
causing invisible pigs to squeal, and other like feats
of ventriloquism and legerdemain. The audience
was extraordinarily sparse, and not of the selectest
character at that, and Hamilton’s report of the pro-
ceeds presented but a *“ beggarly account of empty
boxes.”

Early next morning we renewed our journey. The
burden of their conversation now was the expression
of an anxiety to reach the circus without delay.
They hurried forward, without again stopping to ex-
hibit, and in due course of time, we reached New-
York, taking lodgings at a house on the west side of
the city, in a street running from Broadway to the
river. I supposed my journey was at an end, and
expected in a day or two at least, to return to my
friends and family at Saratoga. Brown and Hamil-
ton, however, began to importune me to continue with
them to Washington. They alleged that immediately
on their arrival, now that the summer season was :1‘;%
proaching, the cireus would set out for the north.
They promised me a situation and high wages if I
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would accompany them. Largely did they expatiate
on the advantages that would result to me, and such
were the ﬁuth-ﬁng representations they made, that I
finally concluded to accept the offer.

’1‘11;3. next morning they suggested that, inasmmch
as we were about entering a slave State, it would be
well, before leaving New-York, to procure free pa-
pers. The idea struck me as a prudent one, though I
think it would scarcely have ocenrred to me, had they
not proposed it. 'We proceeded at once to what I un-
derstood to be the Custom House. They made oath to
cortain facts showing I was a free man. A paper was
drawn up and handed us, with the direction to take it

to the clerk’s office. We did so, and the clerk having
added something to it, for which he was paid six shil-
Jings, we returned again to the Custom lliiit.’-ie. Somﬂe
further formalities were gone through with before it
was completed, when, paying the officer two dollars,
I placed the papers in my pocket, and started with
my two friends to our hotel. T thought at the time,
Imust confess, that the papers were scarcely worth the
cost of obtaining them—the appr ehension of danger
to my personal safety never having sugeested itself
to mo in the remotest manner. The clerk, to whom
we were directed, I remember, made a 111u1msrmnl1111n
in a large book, which, I presume, is in the office
vet. A reference to the entries during the latter part
of March, or first of April, 1841, I have no doubt
will satisfy the ineredulous, at least so far as this par-
ticular transaction is concerned.

ARRIVATL: AT WASOINGTON. 23

With the evidence of freedom in my possession, the
next day after our arrival in New-York, we crossed
the ferry to Jersey City, and took the road to Phila-
delphia. ITere we remained onc nicht, continuing
our journey towards Baltimore ear ly in the morning.
In due time, we arrived in the latter city, and atul ped
at a hotel near the railroad depot, either kept by a
Mr. Rathbone, or known as the Rathbone Iouse,
All the way from New-York, their anxiety to reach
the eircus scemed to grow more and more intense.
We left the carriage at Baltimore, and entering the
cars, proceeded to Washington, at which 1:1*1((3 we
arrived just at nightfall, the evening previous to the
funeral of General Iarrison, and stopped at Gadsby's
Hotel, on Pennsylvania Avenue.

After supper they ealled me to their apartments,
and paid me forty-three dollars, a sum greater than
my wages amounted to, which aet of generosity was
in consequence, they said, of their not having exhib-
ited as often as they had given me to anhmlﬂte du-
ring our trip from Saratoga. They moreover inform-
ed me that it had been the intention of the circus
company to leave Washington the next morning, but
that on aceount of the funeral, they had concluded to
remain another day. They were then, as they had been
trom the time of our first meeting, extremely kind.

No op IH'II.HTIIN. was omitted of anmhvnlnn me in the

language of approbation ; while, on the other hand,
I was.certainly much prepossessed in {1
L* 8

weir favor., I
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gave them my confidence without reserve, and wnu'lrcl
frealy have trusted them to almost any ¢ vtent. 'i'h{-:lr
(‘-n]l#’;:lzl[ vunwr:::uE-I:Hmfl manner towards me— their
foresioht in suggesting the idea of free papers, and
'lm]]nh.'(-cl ather little acts, nnnecessary to be repeated —
all indicated that they were friends indeed, sincerely
solicitous for my welfare. [ know not but they were.
I know not but they were innocent of the great wick-
edness of which I now believe them guilty. Whether
they were accessory to my mistortunes- _subtle and
s lmman monsters in the shape of men- —designedly
lurine me away from home and family, and liberty,
for the sake of gold —those who read these pages
will have the same means of determining as myse 1f.
If they were innocent, my sundden disappearance
must ‘;I..;u'v heen unaccountable indeed; but revolv-
ing in my mind all the attending circumstances, I
nL":'n.w.-;' yet could indulge, towan ds them. so charitable
a sup jnr—.!i:ﬂ!:. : .
After receiving the money from them, of which
they appe ared to have an abundance, they advizsed
me not to go into the streets that night, inasmuch
as T was unacquainted with the customs of the city.
Pl‘:r]]li:-l. {14 1O 1Téeme qmber i (‘.iI‘ :'H!‘n'ii'l'. l ]l._'iri' HEL'HI. L=

ll.ul and soon after was shown h_‘n' a {'nlﬂi"i"‘l BEL=

Ol tl'n'-. "'I‘fHI:-;r] dnur
home and wife, and children, and the l e uml iee

that stretched between us, until 1. fell ;:.»-luL-p. Dut

FUNERAL OF HARRISON.

no good angel of pity came to my bedside, biddine

me to fly—no voice of merey forewarned me in my

{Ih':mtrc ol the trials lel:L? Wwere

The next 11;1],' there was a

i
WS 4 L

areq :
mgton. The roar of eannon and the of bells
filled the air, while many houses were shrouded with
crape, and the streets were black witl

the day advanced, the procession

ance, coming slowly throueh the Avenne. carriay

| »
mace 1t

alter earriage, in long succession, while thonsands

upon thousands followed on foot — all movine to the
sound of meloncholy music. Thev were bearine the
dead body of Harrison to the |

=
LI )

i
From early in the mornin In

company of Hamilton :1|Lu]
n]|f_‘.' PEIrsOns I Li::fj‘nr i!: \'.1'.';&:1:15[:13'."--."-._ ﬂ"ﬂ'r'{' :»‘:-----1 L=

R o PEPre i iy "
gether as the funeral pomp ]1."."'%"] by

.lI - - F 1 ! ]
!::-u‘. In. LI1eY were the

1 remember
distinetly how the window glass would break and
- T = 1
].‘ltrl{"‘ til I]H'l 1'f'=1|'-]i.1":|l.[|. :Jj’l.rt' ea :\.a] I'e 'rI '|.| I'I t]]{:‘ ']_'I"I_'[‘|'|‘1

ida L i

f]ln were “.lflﬂﬂ'ltl the burial ground. We went to the

Capitol, and walked a long time about 4l

12 grounds,
In the

afternoon, they strolled towards
dent’s House, all the time keeping me ne
and purfn..l“* out various places -;
I had seen

:hk‘ ! )1'1‘.‘-E-
ar to [].i="::.,
" interest, As vet
wothing of the eireus. In fact [ had
thonght of it but little. if ’ 1 [ |
ght ot 1t but little, if at all, amidst the excite-
ment of the day.

r Ta 5 ; . e 1 ¥ 1

My friends, several times -!]!"'.‘H”‘ the aft

tered drinking saloons, and ealled

were by no means in the habit

er100n, en-

tor liquor. They

lll_'.l‘li'{"t'i_i'l‘, 50 far as
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J 7 ok S : Tias AP
kmesw them, of indulging to excess, On these occa
sions, after serving themselves, they would pour ouf

1ase and hand it to me. I did not become 1ntoxl-
Fhles IERR | PLebile 5 R Lk

[
b P S B Lk

cated, as may be inferred from what subsequently
occurred. Towards q'-u-:t'ml;_:\ and soon after parta-
1{5!5;_'; of one of these lmi'.l.ii'"}!..é, | 1-1‘:___['1':[[ t0 exj rience
most unpleasant sensations. I felt extremely i+11. | My
head commenced aching —a dull, heavy pain, mex-
1.1':'i-~1.-¢ihl‘-.' disacreeable. At the supper table, 1 was
."-.".311:|~r‘;1'l. :q:gn'-l:i‘;-n; the sight and flavor of food was
nauseons. About dark the same servant condueted
me to the room I had occupied the previous night.
Brown and Hamilton advised me to retire, commise-
-ating me kindly, and expressing lhopes thatT would be
better in the morming. Divesting myself of coat and
boots merely, T threw myself upon the bed. 1f was
impossible to sleep. The pain in my head continued
to inerease, until it became almost unbearable. In a
<hort time I beeame thirsty. My lips were parched.
I could think of nothing but water—of lakes andd
flowine rivers, of brooks where [ had stooped to

]

I I 1 1'1!'--i'.:!" with 118 ¢ mi

drink. and of the nl_l'i|]}'-il!:' MR E
1 o from the bottom of thie well.
and overflowing nectar, from tihe bottom ~
Towards midnight, as near as 1 Um.:l. _11i|1..__-.. [' aro li
unable longer to bear such intensity of thirst.
was a strancer in the house, and knew nothing of 1its
apartments. There was no one up, as [ could observe.
Groping about af random, I knesw not where, I found
5 ] : - s
the way at last to a kitehen 1n the basement. Two

or three colored gervants were moving through it, one

THE TORMENT OF THIRST.

¥
of whom, a woman, gave
It afforded momentary relief!

I'i_'él’-'!i\'li My oo ;]--'4'.'1. |‘!|;_1 ST

drink, the same tormenting thirst, had again returned.

It was even more torturine than befor

g, 13 was also

the wild pain in my head, if such a thing could be.

I was in sore distress—in most exernciating ao

I seemed to stand on the brink of mad

Iness !

memory of that night of horrible suffering will fol-
low me to the erave.
In the course of an hour or more after mv return

from the kitehen, I was conscious of some one enter-
ing my room. There seemed to be several —a ming-
ling of wvarious voices,—but how many, or who
they were, I cannot tell. Whether Brown and Hamil-
ton were amrong them, is a mere matter of conjecture.
I only remember, with any degree of distinctness,
that I was told it was necessary to go to a physician
and procure medicine, and that pulling on my boots,
without coat or hat, I followed them through a long

passage-way, or alley, into the open street. It ran

out at right angles from Pennsylvania Avenue. On
the opposite side there was a light burning in a win-

dow. My impression is there were then three per-
AT el = B % . iy
sons with me, but it is indefinite and

\':l..,-_':“l'.. -"L!:"!. I.;I.\I‘ |.1|:l.'l mMemnry l!-lI i '[ut:'”!.:ll 1-1]"-.\:.'-'-}!1.

Going towards the light, which I imagined proceed-
ed from a physician’s office, and which seemed to re-

r'ecollet-

cede as I advanced, is the last glimmerine 3

tion 1 can now recall. I'rom that moment I was
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insensible. IMow long I remained in that condition —
whether only that night, or many days and nights—
[ do not know; but when eonsciousness returned, I
found myselt’ alone, in utter darkness, and in chains.

Ilie pain in my head had subsided in a measure,
but I was very faint and weak. 1 was sitting upon a
low beneh, made of rough boards, and without coat
or hat. Iwas hand-cuffed. Around my ankles alsc
were apair of heavy fetters.  One end of a chain was

L

rino in the fioor, the other to the
5. I tried in vain to stand upon

e from such a painful trance, it

was some time before I could collect my thoughts.
Where was 1? What was the ]lEI_'llt'.]'::;_"_‘ of these
chains? Where were Drown and Hamilton? What
had I done to deserve imprisonment in such a dun-
[ conld not eomprehend. There was a blank

lefinite period, preceding my awakening

i that lonely place, the events of which the ntmeost
stretch of memory was unable to reeall. I listened
sound of life, but nothing

Ilrl'“r*:‘..' i oppressive silence, =ave the ['!EH!UHL‘: 'l|l my

g

;-]|;'=i'||,.;~ 1.'I.']:1-:&;-1'.."1'.1' [ 1'I:i!l.l'x'lil LO IOV . I :"]"-'\iu- :l].-.l-lhi_*

hut the sound of my voice startled me, I telt of Ly
pockets, so faras the fetters would allow —far enough,
indeed, to ascertain that I had not only been robhed
of |.'|‘.n-'.‘il'»',, but that Ny money and free papers were
also gone! Then did the idea begin to break upon
my mind, at first dim and confused, that Lhad been

kidnapped. DBut that I thought was incredible.

OHAING AND DARENE

There must have been some misapprehension
anfortunate mistake. It eould not be that :
citizen of New-York, who had wronged no man, nor
violated any law, should be dealt with thus inhumanly.
The more 1 contemplated my situation, however, the
more I heeame confirmed in my suspieions. It was a
desolate |]|u":_'__"1.|:’, indeed. I felt there was no trust or

merey in unfeeling man ; and commending myself to

the God of the oppressed, bowed my head upon my

fettered hands, and wept most bitterly.
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Sose three hours elapsed, during which time T re-
mained seated on the low beneh, absorbed in painful
meditations. At length I heard the crowing of a
cock, and soon a distant rumbling sound, as of car-
riages hwrrying through the streets, came to my ears,
and 1 knew that it was day. No ay of light, how-
ever, penetrated my prison. Finally, I heard foot-
steps immediately overhead, as of some one walking
to and fro. It occurred to me then that T must be
in an underground apartment, and the damp, mounldy
odors of the place confirmed the supposition. The
noise above continuned for at least an hiour, when,
at last, I heard footsteps approaching from wiﬂuraln.
A key rattled in the lock —a st rong door swuane bhack
upon its hinges, admitting a flood of light, and two
men entered and stood before me.  One of them was

. f r w4 iy LT S - i -
a large, powerful man, forty years of age, perhaps,
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with dark, chestnut-colored hair, slightly interspersed
I

with gray. 1lis face was full, his complexion flush,
his features grossly coarse, expressive of nothing but
cruelty and cunning. He was about five feet ten
inches high, of*full habit, and, without prejudice, I
must be allowed to say, was a man whose whole ap-
pearance was sinister and repugnant. Iis name was
James IL Burch, as I learned afterwards—a well-
known slave-dealer in Washington ; and then, or late-
ly, connected in business, as a partner, with Theophi-
lus TFreeman, of New-Orleans. The person who
accompanied him was a simple lackey, named Ebe-
nezer Radburn, who acted merely in the eapacity of
turnkey. Both of these men still live in Washington,
or did, at the time of my return through that city
from slavery in January last.

The light admitted through the open door enabled
me to observe the room in which I was confined. It

-was about twelve feet srlnm*e_the walls of solid ma-

sonry. The floor was of heavy plank. There was
one small window, erossed with great iron bars, with
an outside shutter, securely fastened.

An iron-bound door led info an adjoining cell, or
vault, wholly destitute of windows, or any means of
admitting light. The farniture of the room in which
I was, consisted of the wooden bench on which I sat,
an old-fashioned, l.“l‘[“.' box stove, and besides these,
in either cell, there was neither bed, nor blanket, nor

any other thing whatever. The door, throngh which
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Bureh and Radburn entered. led f.]u'ull;'h a small
f steps mto a yvard, surrounded
0 or twelve feet high, immediately
of a building of the same width as itself.
The yard extended rearward from the house about
thirty feet. In one part of the wall there was a
strongly ironed door, opening into a narrow, covered
passage, leading along one side of the Louse into the
street. The doom of the eolored man, upon whom
the door [u;:lj!‘*!'_r_' ont of that narrow passage :']nr:i-r],
was H-.':L!L"-l;, 'J ‘.u!!- of the W,l” :';r::}.l;.'lll-lL'1E one L‘ml
of a roof, which ascended inwards. forming a kind of
open shed. Underneath the roof there was a crazy
loft all round, where slaves, if so disposed, might
sleep at night, or in inclement weather seck shelter
from the storm. It was like a farmer’s barnyard in
most respects, save it was so constructed that the out-
sidle world conld never see the Linman eattle that were
Iu-l'lll‘li f]ll'!'l’,
The building to whieh the vard was attached, was
two stories |"_'- I:'J'n-:lfirl_'_" on one of the illl?!r]ii.'. stroets

of Washington. Its outside presented only the ap-

pearance of a I.!i.l:'-"l Ja:'ixu‘.-.- residence., A sfranger
lookine at if, would never have dreamed of its exe-

iy k- H
crable uses, RXLTATILEC

as 1t may seenm, within plain

sight of this same house, llnn:!ii:u: down from its com-

e lied it W Yoima T T
¥nandiage o el npon 1t, was the Capitol. he volees

o] f'q'l.'ll'-l"lil” representatives bhoasting of freedom and

equality, and the rattling of the poor slave’s chains,
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almost commingled. A slave pen within the very
shadow of the Capitol!

Such is a correct deseription as it was in 1541, ol
Williams’ slave pen in Washington, in one of the cel-

o & + 4 | = Ty

lars of whieh I found myself so unaccountably eon-
fined.

¢« Well, my boy, how do VOl feel now
Burch, as he entered throngh the open door.
plied that I was sick, and inguired the cause of my
imprisonment. He answered that 1 was his slave
that he had boueht me, and that he was abont to send

me to New-Orleans. I asserted, aloud and boldly,

that I was a free man—aresident of Saratoga, where
1 had g wite and children, who were also free, and
that my name was Northup. 1 vn::;[.hlimwl bitterly

of the strange treatment I had received, and threat-

. ened, upon my liberation, to have satisfaction for the

wrong. Ile denied that I was free, and with an em-
phatic oath, declared that I came from Georgia.
Again and again I asserted I was no man’s slave, and
insisted upon his taking off my chains at once. He
endeavored to hush me, as if he feared my voice
would be overheard. Dut I would not be silent, and
denounced the authors of my imprisonment, whoever
|].s-.-} |||§_:'1::1 be, as It]|ll%'ili;.::lh'li villains, 1'1i11~15i:;1' e
could not quiet me, he flew mto a towering |:|:‘::---EHI'..

With blasphemous oaths, he called me a black liar, a

runaway from (Georgia, and every other profane and
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vulgar epithet that the most indecent fancy could
{11_\]]{'(’11_'0.

During this time Radburn was standing silently
by. His business was, to oversee this human, or
rather inhuman stable, receiving slaves, feeding and
whipping them, at the rate of two shillings a head
per day. Turning to him, Burch ordered the paddle
and cat-o™ninetails to be brought in, He disappear-
ed, and in a few moments returned with these in-

struments of torture., The paddle, as it is termed in
&y

IJ
Mookl

slave ing parlance, or atleast the one with which I
first became acquainted, and of which I now speak, was
a piece of hard-wood board, eighteen or tw enty inches
long, moulded to the shape of an old-fashioned pudding
stick, or ordinary oar. The flattened portion, which
was about the size in circumference of two open

hands, was bored with a small auger in numerous

places. The cat was a large rope of many strands—

the strands unraveled, and a knot tied at the extrem-

ach.

ii.'g' of «

As soon as these formidable whips appeared, I was
geized by both of them, and roughly divested of my
clothing. My feet, as has been stated, were fastenced
to the floor. Drawing me over the bench, face down-
wards, Radburn placed his heavy foot upon the fet-
ters, between my wrists, holding them painfully to the
floor. With the paddle, Bureh commenced beating
me. Blow after blow was inflicted upon my naked
body. When his unrelenting arm grew tired, he




