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FOREWORD

We, the undersigned, “Colored Boys” who
have been over seas with both the Ninety-
Second, and Ninety-Third Division, and
have seen and were in some of the fiercest
battles that were fought in France, made up
our minds while in the thick of battle that
our people throughout the country should
have a true history of what our boys have
done right from we men who went through
every part of the war. A great many of
the histories today contain only official re-
ports. Of course in a book of that kind you
do not learn of the hardships, and privations,
nor how the men fought individualy, that
Prussianism and uncivilized tactics might be
wiped out forever.

In this history you will find our individual
stories, regimental histories, and pictures
taken right on the field of battle. In short,
this book tells you only about the colored
people’s part in the world war.

The contents of this book are absolutely
tEter

SERGT. J. A. JAMIESON
Sercr. G. I. WiLLiAMS
Corprr. H. WHITE
Priv. Jack ALLEN
Priv. JoEN GRAHAM




“HOW NEGRO OFFICER FELT ABOUT FIGHTING”

“One of my men came to me several days ago,” he said, “and
asked me why I had joined the army. He reminded me that I was
above draft age and he wanted me to tell him what I was fighting for.
I told him I was fighting for what the flag meant to the Negroes in the
United States. I told him I was fighting because I wanted other
oppressed people to know the meaning of democracy and enjoy it. I
told him that millions of Americans fought for four years for us
Negroes to get it and now it was only right that we should fight for all
we were worth to help other people get the same thing.

“We are supposed to have had equal rights for fifty years now,
but many times we have thought that those rights have been denied us,
and many times it has been held that we have never done anything to
deserve them.

“I told him that now is our opportunity to prove what we can do.
If we can’t fight and die in this war just as bravely as white men, then
we don’t deserve an equality with white men, and after the war we
had better go back home and forget about it all. But if we can do
things on the front; if we can make ourselves felt; if we can make
America really proud of the Ole——th, then I am sure it will be the
biggest possible step toward our equalization as citizens. That is what
I told him, and I think he understood me. The whole (censored) has
the same spirit.”

And so the strife for distinction has been inculcated to the ranks
of the Old (censored). The men are looking forward to being known
as the “Black Devils,” the same as the Chasseurs have earned the right
to the “Blue Devil” nickname.

These Negro officers and men have tasted a new equality since
arriving in France. In the village square of a small hamlet serving as
headquarters I saw them mingling on the easiest terms with the most
cultivated French officers. And as officers they carry out their bearing
in their personal appearance. Among no American officers in France
now, even the nattiest, whose habitat is at G. H. Q., far from the dust
and mud of the camps, have I seen more highly polished shoes and
leathers or better pressed uniforms. Pride in the wearing of clothes is
something which these Negro officers did not have to learn from orders.

SELF-SEGREGATION NOT PATRIOTIC

There have been many colored men during this world war who
have done an unpatriotic thing—an un-American thing. They have
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asked that their race be segregated, that their race be denied a place
in the melting pot of all other races beneath the Stars and Stripes.
While the hyphen has been buried with the oblivion of a divided
allegiance; while the patriotic statesmen of this Republic have been
thundering from Washington to the Golden Gates of California, from
Maine to Oregon, for a fusing of all the peoples of the land into one
American race, we find many pigmy black men seeking to have their
race set apart in all the efforts for the common good. Selfishly for the
most part they have sought for segregated camps, for segregated
Y. M. C. A. huts, for segregated canteens and now for segregated
Knights of Columbus huts. Either for themselves or some of their
friends, like the black purblind leaders who ask for separate public
schools in the Northern States, they have been looking for jobs.

The caste influence of segregation upon their race in the sight of
all the foreign races being welcomed into the white American body
politic, has made no appeal to them. The sure degradation of separate
accommodations into inferior accommodations with the lapse of time
has either not occurred to them or concerned them so long as they
could get the jobs now. The unpatriotic thing which they do in striving
to perpetuate race and caste lines in this Republic when it with liberty
loving peoples the world over are fighting for Democracy and against
caste and race barriers, has not penetrated the thick skulls of many of
these blatant ignoramuses and demagogues. Unlike the other peoples
of the world they have sought through hypocrisy and currish fawning
at the feet of those in power, through base treachery to the cause of
their own race advancement to postpone for their own people the
thing for which they have been fighting and dying for others. But not
all of the black men who have been seeking segregation for their race
have been of the bread and butter brigade. Through their admiration
for these leaders, a host of unthinking others have been misled. The
efforts of both have been equally ruinous if not fatal to a square deal
of democracy for their people when the deal is made at the peace table
and the years thereafter. Both have gone up and down the country
asking for “a Negro this” and “a Negro that” until white statesmen
are beginning to believe that the race feels itself inferior and unworthy,
that the race prefers to be jim crowed even in this crisis and even in
the free States of this Republic. Many Caucasian bigots have added
their dirty work to the slavish seeking of these black worthies. To-
gether they have manufactured a self-segregation propaganda among
colored people which is as dangerous to Democracy in the final analysis
as the hyphen of the Hun. There can no more be a Negro nation
within the nation, in this Republic if it is to endure, than there can be
a Hun nation within the nation. There can be colored Americans,
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there can be white Americans. But they must all be Americans and
nothing else.

These are indeed the days of small men. What separate camps
what separate Christian Associations, what separate Catholic canteens
would Fred Douglass, John Mercer Langston, Blanche K. Bruse and
James C. Price be asking for in this world crisis if they were alive
today? What chains of slavery would the race still not wear had they
not in those other days of chaos and confusion stood for the truth, the
further freedom and equality of their people. On every hand we hear
from leading white war workers that the colored men going forth for
Democracy prefer to be jim crowed. How putrid is their patriotism,
how hypocritical is their Christianity in promulgating such treachery.
The truth is THE RACE DOES NOT WISH ANY MORE THAN
IT DESERVES DISTINCT AND DIFFERENT treatment in this,
their native land. We say to every patriot in this country: SEGRE-
GATION IS WRONG. IT IS DANGEROUS. IT HURTS BOTH
RACES—today and for all time to come. THIS GREAT WORLD
WAR WILL HAVE BEEN FOUGHT IN VAIN FOR AMERICA
IF IT DOES NOT BRING BLACK AMERICA AND WHITE
AMERICA CLOSER TOGETHER RATHER THAN SEND
THEM FURTHER APART. We ask the Commander and Chief of
the Army and Navy to abolish every caste and color line among the
forces of our common Uncle Sam. We ask the Director of the Rail-
roads of the nation to abolish the hideous jim crow cars of the South
as a matter of economy and of winning the war. We ask the American
people to kill the monster of segregation gnawing at the vitals of the
nation. WE ARE FIGHTING TODAY FOR AND AS ONE
AMERICAN PEOPLE, ONE AND INSEPARABLE, NOW AND
FOREVER!
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