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The session will start shortly. Please note:
• Your video and audio will automatically turn off.
• You can participate through the Q&A function.
• If you have technical difficulties, please email firstfriday@gilderlehrman.org so we can 

assist you.



Women’s Suffrage PD!

Date: Saturday, October 17

Time: 1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. ET

Topic: Women’s Suffrage

Scholar: Dr. Kimberly Lowe, Lesley University

GLI Master Teacher: Rosanne Lichatin

Office Hours on October 24: Join Rosanne Lichatin for a follow-up 

workshop to review the content, engage with and learn from fellow 

teachers, and put pedagogical strategies into practice. 

For more information, please contact 

education@gilderlehrman.org.



Gilder Lehrman Staff

Panelists

• Sandy Trenholm - Collection Director

• Lauren Boyd - Ensemble and understudy for Peggy Schuyler 

and Maria Reynolds in Hamilton

• CherylAnne Amendola - 2017 New Jersey History Teacher of 

the Year

Support

• Allison Kraft  - Assistant Curator



• If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A 
feature, which is at the bottom of your screen.

• Viewing in full screen is recommended to see the 
presenters and the presentation at the same time.

For Security and Privacy

• Your microphone is automatically muted.
• Your camera is automatically turned off.

During the Session



Today’s Documents

• Items related to the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement in the 1870s

• A Susan B. Anthony document written in 1901
• A set of documents from the 1910s campaign for 

women’s suffrage
• A map tracing the passage of the 19th 

Amendment



Suffrage Timeline

● 1848 - Seneca Falls Convention, New York

● 1866 - American Equal Rights Association lobbies for  

“universal suffrage”

● 1868 - Ratification of the 14th Amendment

● 1868 - Suffragists split into two organizations

○ National Woman Suffrage Association

○ American Woman Suffrage Association

● 1870 - Ratification of the 15th Amendment



An Appeal to the Women of 
the United States, 1871
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● Written by the newly formed 

National Woman Suffrage and 

Educational Committee

● Primary purpose was to 

educate people about women’s 

suffrage

● Appeals to the men of the 

country to make donations for 

the cause, “who control so 

large a part of its wealth”



“We, the undersigned, believing that the sacred rights and 
privileges of citizenship in this Republic were guaranteed to 
us by the original Constitution and that these rights are 
confirmed and more clearly established by the Fourteenth 
and Fifteenth Amendments, so that we can no longer refuse 
the solemn responsibilities thereof, do hereby pledge 
ourselves to accept the duties of the franchise in our several 
States, so soon as all legal restrictions are removed.”

Suffrage Pledge, 1871



Impact of the 14th 
Amendment on Women

● 1871 - Victoria Woodhull argues 

before the Judiciary Committee of 

the House of Representatives that 

the 14th Amendment gives women 

the right to vote. 

● 1872 - Susan B. Anthony attempts 

to use the 14th Amendment as her 

defense when she is arrested after 

voting for Ulysses S. Grant in the 

presidential election. Library of Congress



14th Amendment

“All persons born or naturalized in the United States and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the State wherein they reside. No 
State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws.”



Virginia Minor, 1824-1894 
• 1824 - Born in Virginia

• 1843 - Married Francis Minor & 

moved to St. Louis

• 1867 - Co-founded & served as 

president of the Woman 

Suffrage Association of 

Missouri

• 1879 - Served as president of 

the local branch of the National 

Woman Suffrage Association

Library of Congress



Virginia Minor, 1869

“I believe that the Constitution of the 
United States gives me every right and 
privilege to which every other citizen is 
entitled; for while the Constitution gives 
the States the right to regulate suffrage, it 
nowhere gives them power to prevent it. 
The power to regulate is one thing, the 
power to prevent is an entirely different 
thing. Thus the State can say where, when 
and what citizens may exercise the right of 
suffrage.”

Library of Congress



Virginia Minor, 1869

“Women of the State, let us no longer 
submit to occupy so degraded a position! 
Disguise it as you may, the disfranchised 
class is ever a degraded class. Let us lend 
all our energies to have the stigma 
removed from us. Failing before the 
Legislatures, we must then turn to the 
Supreme Court of our land and ask it to 
decide what are our rights as citizens, or, 
at least, not doing that, give us the 
privilege of the Indian, and exempt us 
from the burden of taxation to support so 
unjust a Government.”

Library of Congress



Minor v. Happersett

● On October 15, 1872, Virginia Minor attempted to 
register to vote in Missouri.

● Missouri’s state constitution stated “Every male 
citizen of the United States shall be entitled to vote.”

● Minor sued on the basis that her 14th Amendment.
● In 1875, the Supreme Court unanimously sided with 

Missouri because suffrage was not a priviledge of 
citizenship.



The Women’s Suffrage Amendment

January 10, 1878 - the Woman Suffrage Amendment 
introduced into Congress. 

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State 
on account of sex.”

If passed, it would have been the 16th Amendment.



Committee on Privileges and 
Elections, 1878 
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“If adopted, it will make several millions of 

female voters, totally in-experienced in 

political affairs, quite generally dependent 

upon the other sex, all incapable of 

performing military duty and without the 

power to enforce the laws which their 

numerical strength may enable them to 

make, and comparatively very few of whom 

wish to assume the irksome and responsible 

political duties which this measure thrusts 

upon them.” 



Why Women do not Need to Vote, 1878 
“But every one who has examined the subject at all knows that without 
female suffrage legislation for years has improved and is still improving 
the condition of woman. The disabilities imposed upon her by the 
common law have, one by one, been swept away until in most of the 
States she has the full right to her property and all, or nearly all, the 
rights which can be granted without impairing or destroying the 
marriage relation. These changes have been wrought by the spirit of 
the age, and are not, generally at least, the result of any agitation by 
women in their own behalf.”

“Any State may grant the right of 
suffrage to women. Some of them 
have done so to a limited extent, 
and perhaps with good results.”



Refuting the Committee, 1878
“The objection of inexperience in public affairs applies, of course, 
alike to every voter when he first votes. If it be valid, it would 
have prevented any extension of the suffrage, and would exclude 
from the franchise a very large number of masculine voters of all 
ages.”

“That women are quite generally dependent on the other sex is 
true. So it is true that men are quite generally dependent on the 
other sex. It is impossible so to measure this dependence as to 
declare that man is most dependent on woman or woman upon 
man. It is by no means true that the dependence of either on the 
other affects the right to the suffrage.”



Refuting the Committee, 1879

“Those persons who think that free government has 

anywhere failed, can only claim that this tends to 

prove, not the failure of universal suffrage, but the 

failure of masculine suffrage. Like failure has attended 

the operation of every other great human institution, 

the family, the school, the church, whenever woman 

has not been permitted to contribute to them her full 

share.”



Susan B. Anthony, 
1820-1906 

• Raised as a Quaker and believed 
everyone was equal under God

• An abolitionist
• Co-founded the American Equal 

Rights Association with Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton

• Co-founded the National Woman 
Suffrage Association with 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton

• Opposed the 14th and 15th
Amendments because they 
excluded women

• Arrested in 1872 for attempting 
to vote 
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Susan B. Anthony, 1901
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“The one purpose of my life”

“The one purpose of my life has been the establishment of perfect 

Equality of rights for women – civil and political – industrial and 

educational – We have attained equal chances in nearly all of the 

colleges & Universities – equal chances to work – but not equal pay 

– we have school suffrage in half the states, taxpayers’ suffrage in a 

half-dozen states – Municipal suffrage in one state – Kansas – and 

full suffrage in four – Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Idaho – and hope 

and work in faith till the end –



Susan B. Anthony, 1901
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Suffrage Timeline
● 1890 - Formation of the National 

American Woman Suffrage 

Association (NAWSA)

● 1896 - Formation of the National 

Association of Colored Women

● 1916 - Jeannette Rankin (Montana) is 

elected to the House of 

Representatives.

● 1918 - President Wilson declares 

women’s suffrage is needed as a 

“war measure.”

● 1919 - 19th Amendment is passed.

Library of Congress



Propaganda  Broadsides

Two questions to consider for the next set of 
documents:
● Which broadside appeals to you the most?
● Which broadside do you think was most effective 

at the time?



Taxation without Representation
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Taxation without Representation
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Women in the Home
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● Argues that women 
need the right to vote 
so that they can fulfill 
their duties as wives 
and mothers



The Woman’s Reason
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● Declares that 
women should vote 
because they are tax 
paying citizens and 
governed by the 
same laws as men



Plain Facts for the 
Working Man
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● Appeals to working-
class men

● Demonstrates how 
women need the 
vote to fulfill their 
roles as wives and 
mothers

● Utilizes scare tactics



Which one appeals to you the 
most?

Which one do you think is more 
effective at that time?



19th Amendment approved by Congress

The 19th Amendment is passed by the House of 
Representatives and the Senate in 1919 and sent to the 
states for ratification. 
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The Map Proves It, ca. 1914
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The Map Proves It, ca. 1914
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● The map was printed 
ca. 1914.

● It tracks the changes 
in women’s suffrage 
over time.

● The latest 
manufacturer-printed 
date on the map is 
1914, with handmade 
additions through 
1919.

● The original owner is 
unknown.



White states = full suffrage 

Key



Shaded states = partial suffrage 

Key



Dotted states = 

presidential, partial 

county, state suffrage 

Key



Key

Black states = no suffrage



Tracking Suffrage

The map’s owner 
updated the key by 
pasting new patterns 
of the states.



Blue Squares

The blue squares 
were added to show

• the date of 
ratification

• the order of 
ratification



The Illinois Correction

• Illinois first ratified the 
Nineteenth Amendment on 
June 10, 1919.

• Because of miswording in 
the bill’s introduction, the 
amendment was reaffirmed 
on June 17, 1919.

• The US secretary of state 
recognized Illinois as the 
first state to ratify based on 
the first date.

• The map shows Illinois’s 
place in line of ratification as 
both 5 and 6, representing 
this error.



Unidentified Pink Squares

• Several states have 
one or two pink 
squares without any 
additional markings.

• Some states appear 
to have once had 
squares attached, 
but it’s unclear if 
they fell off or were 
removed 
intentionally.



“1P” and “2P”

Some states are labeled 
in pencil with “1P” or 
“2P,” and it is unclear 
what they represent.



The Map Proves It, ca. 1914
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Q&A



Vote!

Learn more about voter resources at 
www.whenweallvote.org, supported by 
Hamilton cast members.

Visit TurboVote.org for information about candidates, 
ballot issues, and voter resources.



Upcoming Programs

● Women’s Suffrage PD, Saturday, October 17 from 1:00-3:00 pm ET

○ Featuring Dr. Kimberly Lowe from Lesley University and 
Master Teacher Rosanne Lichatin

● Inside the Vault, Thursday, October 29 at 7 pm ET (4 pm PT) 

○ We will be featuring documents related to Black soldiers in the 
American Revolution.

● Book Breaks, October 18 at 12 pm ET (9 am PT) 

○ Chris Brown discusses his book Moral Capital.

● Visit gilderlehrman.org for free resources for students, teachers, 

families, and history enthusiasts of all ages.


