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* Sandy Trenholm - Collection Director

e Meecah Meecah - Principal Standby in the Philip Touring
Company of Hamilton

 Mandel Holland - History Teacher at Woodlands Middle
High School in Hartsdale, NY

 Allison Kraft - Assistant Curator
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During the Session

* |f you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A

feature, which is at the bottom of your screen.
* Viewing in full screen is recommended to see the
presenters and the presentation at the same time.

For Security and Privacy

* Your microphone is automatically muted.
 Your camera is automatically turned off.
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Today’s Documents

In honor of Veterans Day, we are discussing Black men
who served in Continental Army during the American
Revolution.

Romeo Smith
Cuffee Saunders
Peter Kiteredge
Quaco
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Enslaved population at the time
of the American Revolution

e When the American Revolution began, approximately 450,000
people were enslaved in the thirteen colonies.

e |tis estimated that 80,000 to 100,000 enslaved people escaped
to the British lines.

US Population in 1790
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Black Soldiers in the Continental Army s dmmes o

e July 10, 1775 - Instructions for
recruitment prohibited the
enlistment of Black men.

O Exception was made for those
who had already enlisted.

e 1778 - Shortages in enlistments
prompted states to recruit both free
and enslaved Black men.

® February 14 - Rhode Island’s
Assembly authorizes the recruitment
of Black soldiers.

Brave Colored Artillerist. Page 28.

Peter Salem, the Colored American, at Bunker Iill. Page 21.

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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e Enslaved men were promised their freedom for their
service.

e More than 5,000 Black men served in the Continental Army,
mainly in integrated regiments.

e 1781 - Black soldiers comprised one-fourth of the
Continental Army at Yorktown.

® Historians believe that 10-15% of the Army was made up of
Black soldiers at any given time.
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Romeo Smith, Windham, Maine
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Certifying Romeo Smith’s Freedom, 1784 ™™™

“This is to certify that the bearer hereof Romeo Smith is a free
man, and has served three years in the Army of the United
States of America. Any person [struck: going a] attempting to
circumvent or trepan him as a slave will [struck: deserve]
[inserted: incur] the severest [struck: punishment] [inserted:
penality] of the Law and the indignation of Heaven.”

e Written by Major General Henry Knox

e What can we learn from the word choice?
o “will deserve the severest punishment”
o “will incur the severest penalty”

e Why was it created?

e What does it tell us about life after the war for Black
veterans?
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Researching Romeo Smith

Several references to Romeo Smith in the records

® National Archives records his name as both “Romeo”

and “Rominah Smith”
e Windham, Maine in the War of the Revolution, 1775-

1783 doesn’t believe he really served.
® A DAR report speculated that Peter and Romeo were

the same person.

Unable to locate postwar information about him



Cuffee Saunders, Connecticut

e He was born in Guiana and
brought to Connecticut.
e He had at least two enslavers:
O A Hartford-area doctor and
apothecary
O Deacon Israel Wells of
Colchester
e After the war, he dropped the
name Wells and took the name
Saunders.
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Cuffee Saunders, Connecticut

e Served as an assistant to Dr.
Philip Turner, surgeon general
of the hospital of the Northern
Division of the Army

® Assisted with medical
procedures at the hospital in
Danbury

® Prepared pharmaceuticals at
the apothecary store

® Became known as “Doctor
Cuffee.”
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® June through September of
1778 - listed on the muster
rolls at Valley Forge as
“tending the sick.”

e Returned to the hospital in
Danbury and served the
remainder of the war

PATRIOTS OF AFRICAN DESCENT

National Park Service
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“Cuffee Wells, a Free Negro to Enlist Into the Continental Service
During the War, and Gave him Besides the Publick Bounty Thirty
Pounds for Inlisting and ... that Part of the Whole of Said £30.0.0
as we then understood was Paid to Cuffee’s old Master for his

Time”
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Cuffee S&mnders, Connecticut
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“Capt Jedediah Hyde of Said Norwich adds ... that he was the
Captain of the Same Company which the said Cuffee was Inlisted
into, and that he always understood that the Money that was
Given to Cuffee at his Inlistment Purchased his Freedom.”
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. . . o Do r 2 5'7}; /dﬁ)’f . /4
e Died of influenza in December 7
/88 . ‘/Q T %:QW@
e 1837 - Widow, Phyllis, applied pn oA K T |
for his Revolutionary War
pension
e Not granted until 1843
® Son, Prince Saunders, attended

Dartmouth College, became an
educator, served as Haiti’s
attorney general, and became
an exponent of colonization

Gilder Lehrman Collection



Peter Kiteridge, Andover, MA
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Peter enlisted in 1775 or
1776 at the age of 25.

His enslaver, Thomas
Kitteridge, served as the
regimental surgeon for
Colonel Frye’s Regiment in
June-August of 1775.
Peter served in Captain
William Hudson Ballard’s
Company, Colonel James
Frye’s Regiment from 1775
to 1780.
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Peter Kiteridge to the Selectmen of TR e T R
Medfield, 1806
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“Borne of African parents & as | apprehend in Boston, from whence
while an infant | was removed to Rowley and from thence again to
Andover into the family of Doct. Thom Kiteridge, with whom, as was
then the lot of my unfortunate race, | passed the best part of my life
as a slave.”
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“In the year of our Lord 1775 or 6 & in the twenty fifth of my age |
entered into the service of the U.S. as a private soldier where |
continued five years and where | contracted a complaint from which

| have suffered in a greater or less degree ever since & with which |
am now afflicted.”
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Peter Kiteridge to the Selectmen of TR e T R
M edfzeld 1806
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“11] have untill this time, by my labour, ... been enabled to support
myself and family. At present having arrived at the fifty eight year
of my life and afflicted with severe and as | apprehend with
incurable diseases whereby the labour of my hands is wholly cut
off, and with it the only means of my support.”



Peter Kiteridge, Andover, MA
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Lived in Andover, Newtown,
Natick, Dover, and Medfield
after the war

Married Susanna Fuda in
Medfield, Massachusetts, on
September 15, 1791



Peter Kiteridge, Andover, MA
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Variations on the spelling of
Kiteredge:

Kitridge
Kitteredge
Kitteridge
Kiterige
Kitteraige
Kittredge
Kiteredge



Quaco Honeyman, Rhode Island ~— ~SniPSmeiines,

Gilder Lehrman Collection

One of the first Black spies for

the Americans

Enslaved by John Honeyman of

Newport, Rhode Island

Summer 1777

* Hired out to Mr. Overing
on Aquidneck Island
Escaped to the mainland
Provided the Americans
with intelligence that led to
the capture of British

General Richard Prescott in
his bed
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Quaco, a Ne- — WHEREAS Quaco, a black Man, formerly a Perfon whom ?amls

gro Man, ' 3
SPeid: Henyman, Elq; late of I\c wport, in the County of Newport, deceaféd,

held in the Bonds of Slwu\, dvi during the Time that the Brti{/b
Troq s were in Pofeflion of faid [\ﬁwpm f ax.d at thc 70 methat fald Hony-
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e After the war, John Honeyman’s heirs tried to re-
enslave him.
e (Quaco petitioned the Rhode Island government for his

freedom and it was granted.

e This act, printed by Rhode Island’s General Assembly,
granted Quaco manumission after his service as a spy
for the Americans.
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Q:miti,a[\'f- WrEeREAS Quaco, a black: Map, formerly"a Perfon whom Fames

gro Man, s a9 A Y o & K nirois ne’ - s .

e, Il]al;.ym.nl, Elq; late (.n(\ﬁmpmt, in the County of Newport, deceafed,
eld in the Lm(ES 9f__‘~’l“"“j"ﬁ"s did, dbring the Time that the Britif
Troops were in Pofleflion of faid Newport, and at the Timethat faid Homy-
man was living, leave faid 1fland, and flee from the faid Britiflh Troops,
and place himfelf under the Prote&ion of this Government ; "and did,
‘~ » T £ ‘/ 1 o y - M o ad ol > y 3 N X
by t}&u Information l)u. then gave, rénder great and effential Seryice'to
this State,, aad the Public in general’; and the Council of War having
given unto the faid Quaco a Pernjie o pafs“and repafs freely, without

r BN X % 2 E - . . . .

Moleftation, and thereby the faid ®uaco did confider himfelf ‘asta

¥reeman ; but that fince the Drnth{thc faid Honyman, and the Eva=
1€

cuation of Rbode-Ifland, fome of ¢ eprelentatives of the faid Hony-
man have laid Claim unto the faid @zaco -as a Slave - Whereupon the
faid Quaco begs this Aflembly to take the Matter into Conlideration,
and x}:u!-;e fuch Order thercon as they may fee fit: Wherefore Iz is
Voted and Refolved, That the faid Quaco be and he is hereby declared

o
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“did, by the Information he then gave, render great and essential Service to this
State, and the Public in general; and the Council of War having given unto the said
Quaco a Permit to pass and repass freely, without Molestation, and thereby the
said Quaco did consider himself as a Freeman; but since the Death of the said
Honyman, and the Evacuation of Rhode-Island, some of the Representatives of the
said Honyman have laid Claim unto the said Quaco as a Slave: Whereupon the said
Quaco begs this Assembly to take the Matter into Consideration”
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m} O¢ manumitted and abfolved from- all Ties of Bondage ‘and §i
‘retofaore Ao 1C viaver
which he heretofore owed, and was held to by the faid Fames Hon wery
- }'772[1}2,

; .
entatives, and he jis aereby declared

E{q; sleccafed, or any of his Repref

to be a Freeman a:cordingly.
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“It is voted and resolved that the said Quaco be and he is
hereby declared to be manumitted and absolved from all Ties
of Bondage and Slavery which he heretofore owed, and was
held to by the said James Honyman, Esq. deceased, or any of
his Representatives, and he is hereby declared to be a
Freeman accordingly.”



Honoring Black Soldiers on Veterans Day

African Americans in the US Military: From the Revolution to the World Wars

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE US
MILITARY: FROM THE
REVOLUTION TO THE WORLD
WARS

Daspiin uniair and oven lagal bars. y senvice, African
Armadcans have Sirved in avery confict In Unfind States hisiory.

COMPLETE BISTORY

COLORED SO0 IHERS
I THE WORLD Wan
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Why Black Men Foughl in World War [, 1919

Inside This Issue

# From the Editor
Sy Caral Bevkim

Arican American Women In Word War i
iy Mawsers Hemry

Harlon's Ratticrs: African American
Regimant of the New York Nabional Guard in
Workd War |

ey e
Fighting for Democracy In World War -
Overseas and Ower Here

by Mawrice fackven

Fighting against the Odds: Black Soldikers in
the Second World War

by Jobom FL. Morvass. fr

Glory on D-Day. Afvican Amernican Herotsm
on the Beaches of Normandy

by lsnda Horstee

Arican Americans in the Revokationary Wor
by Mickarliee Lvming

On My Way to War in Iraq
by Maurice Decead

From the Editor (VIR
By Carol Berkin

war produces its heroes, bat the heroic African American men and woemen who helped carry
America to vicories have wo <\f\tu been forpotten. In this issue of Ilmm Now scholars and jourmalists

‘Whittenmore, who foughe at the battle of Bunker and Breed Hill: to Neadom Re
lmun raiding party in war-tor France in WWI; 10 Private Henry Johnson of the Harlern Hellfighters
7l; 1o Vernon Baker of the 92nd Division in W o Waverly Woodson, the medic who saved the
lives nfpu)up‘x 300 soldiers during the Omaha Beach landmg tw lumv Adams Earley of the Women's
orps in WWI; and to Maurice Decaul, who shares with us his insigh
“oeps and his service in Iraq. You will akso meet the home-front heroines, the women who
contribated to the war effort even though racial discrimination consipned them to menial, ofien
danperous, and always low-paying work, and the women like Maria Coles Lawton who fought the home-
front batthe 10 end that discrimination. Leaming about these women and men, and the thousands of other
Aftican Americans who fought for our coantryand within our counery for equalisy——will brin
depth 0 our reading of America in war time.

In "African As in the Revol W chael Lee Lanning reminds us bow resistant
slavehokding military leaders like Georpe Washington were to recruiting black sokdiers in the struggle for
independence. Only dire necessity drove the General to allw free black men to wear the uniform. Naval
commanders proved far more liberal and French regiments, alles in the war, also welcomed black traops.
The British noc only allowed African Amesicans to join thei armiiess they recruited the enskaved to fight on
theie sde. Neversheles,Tiiish commanders usaally elgated black recruits o buck breaking physical
labor or to service jobs s wagon masters ar cooks. At war's end, black veterans on bath sides were given

edom and several northern states abolished slavery
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® Book Breaks, November 1 at 12 pm ET (9 am PT)

O Lonnie G. Bunch lll, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution and
Founding Director of the National Museum of African American
History and Culture, discusses his book A Fool’s Errand.

® /nside the Vault, Thursday, November 12 at 7 pm ET (4 pm PT)

o We will explore speeches and letters by Abraham Lincoln
including a courtship letter, the Gettysburg Address, and his
speech on slavery and the American Dream.

o Visit for free resources for students,

teachers, families, and history enthusiasts of all ages.
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