Reporting on the Spanish Influenza, 1918

Introduction

The Spanish Influenza (H1N1) first appeared in the

N & United States in March 1918.! There were periodic,
J I minor outbreaks for six months, but in September a
, -

highly fatal second wave of influenza broke out

i ] T across the country and lasted through January 1919.
5 I- l ﬂ S A Within days of being exposed, patients became
LU
e P —

gravely ill and many died. Influenza is usually
dangerous for the very young and the elderly. During

Epidemic Spreads in Schuylkill, thisoutbreak the disease was deadly for people aged

Northumberland and Lu- twenty to forty as well. According to the Centers for
zerne Counties Disease Control, 195,000 Americans died in October

1918 alone. In less than two years, an estimated 25
million people in the United States (25% of the total
population of 103 million people) became ill and 675,000 died.?

Pennsylvania lost 60,000 people, more than any other state. Pittsburgh, Scranton, and Philadelphia were
the most affected cities in the US. With no vaccines, the only way to combat the virus was to establish
guarantines, encourage the use of disinfectants, promote good personal hygiene, and limit public
gatherings. In the days before the internet, television, and even radio, notice of these precautions was
disseminated primarily through newspapers. The articles below from the York Dispatch published
between October 4 and October 8, 1918, show the impact of the Spanish Influenza in York,
Pennsylvania, as officials took steps to halt the spread of the virus. The articles also reported on the
devastating effects it was having on their community.

Questions for Discussion

1. Inthe Friday, October 4, 1918, news article, the author reports that “Acting State Commissioner
of Health B. F. Hoyer has ordered every place of amusement and every saloon in the state
closed as a measure of warfare against the further spread of influenza.” Is this a reasonable
and/or practical measure? Why or Why not? Explain.

2. He continues “Not in the history of previous epidemics has it been necessary to take such drastic
action.” Is the author overstating the danger with the influenza outbreak? What is the purpose
of reporting in such apocalyptic language and is it effective?

3. Inthis same passage the author writes that “the simultaneous appearance in many army and
navy camps has started the speculation as to the possibility of the introduction of germs by our
enemies.” Is this type of language a reflection of paranoia, xenophobia, or responsible
journalism? Explain.

! https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/essays/influenza-pandemic-1918%E2%80%931919
2 By comparison, 49 million people (15% of the US population of 327 million) were stricken with the flu in 2017—
2018 resulting in 80,000 deaths.
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Using what you remember about outbreaks of disease in the past (e.g., the Black Plague, etc.)
was this influenza outbreak a greater threat to the public than were outbreaks of disease in the
past? Explain.

How could keeping yourself healthy be seen as a form of patriotism?

Why, in your opinion, did the government feel that it was necessary to allow local authorities to
determine if churches stayed open or not? (Associated Press — Influenza Order Makes
Philadelphia ‘Bone Dry’)

On October 7', the Associated Press reported that saloons and moving picture places in
Allentown were open. If this was true, why might the town ignore a state-mandated closing
order?
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York Dispatch, York, PA, October 4, 1918. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09891.01)
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oRDER MAXES

PHII.ADELPHIA ‘EONE DRY’
By Associated Press.

“Philadel ia., Octe &—Inﬂuenza. is on
the inc in Philadelphia, 738 new
cases ha.vinx been reported in the last
24 hours. As a result of ‘the epidemie,

Philadelphia will, after 7 o'clock to-
night, be “bone dry" for the first time
in its history. Saloons, cafes, . whole-
salers dnd manufacturers, under’a police
were given until that hour to
close out the stock on hand and put up
their shutters. The closing is for an in-
definite period and is 1n compliance with
an order issued by ‘the ' state health
authorities. The order also applies to

places of amusement, but leaves it to

the judgment of the loca! authorities
whether -churches and Sunda.y schools
shall close. S

wAll  the courts ln Philadelphia ad-

journed- today until Oct. 21 and the |

grand jury was dismissed. The big
football game scheduled for tomorrow
between University of Pennsylvania and
the United States marines was called off.

All trolley a.rs today displayed card.s

witlé this

~ “Sneeze, cou expectorate, if you
must, in your fm.ngi chief. You arey in
no da.nﬁr if every one heeds this warn-
ing. s car is disinfecteq, ventilators
must 'be kept open,

“Board of Healt

LA leerty loan meetings ha.ve baen
called off.

Dr. Wilmer Krusen, director of public
health, says Spanish influznza is incor-
rect as a name for the prevailing dis-
ease. It should be ca.lled. epidemic ln-
finenza, he I

+ The state depa,rtment of health has 1

closed 120 tuberculosis

ed dispensaries
throughout the state,

releasing doctors

and nurses for epidemic work. Garri-

sons of the army storehouses in Penn-

‘{ sylvania were ordered to go into tents

and the barrack buudlns-s will be ysed
as hospitals. -
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‘| taken by the military department and it

| informed today at their weekly iconfer-

| tion, which was to have continued until

, ?'!-,‘he demteu

i

00'1‘8 AND TENTS FOR
SICK COAL MINERS

By Associated Press.
Harrisburg, Oct. 4. —Adjutant Genera.l
today sent 25 cots and equipment

with hospital tents and cooking utensils
to the MclIntyre region of Indiana county,

sent by truck with orders to help health
authorities. This was the first action

‘was at the request of Dr. Royer.
General Bea.ry also directed that the
Chester armory of
turned over to health authorities for hos-
pital use if necessary. Drills of all mili-

' tia o -and _home defense units
will mm withigenerally through- |-
.| out the state for the next week or so ;

it was learned today..

mrmmnu WILL RETARD
U. S. TROOP SHIPMENTS

% ss?nlated Press
gton, Oct ‘4.—Ameri troops

abroad now number 1,800,000, members
of the house nﬂlita.ry committee were

‘ence the war department. Spanish
influenza in camps and caniopments will
retard shipments somewhat in the ua;/
mediate future, they were told, the de+
partment having adopted the policy of
not sending men overseas who have been
exposed or show symptOms of the dis-
ea.?e.

W. €. T. U. CELEBRATION
WAS SHORT LIVED

Associated Press. )
B"iteadini Pa.,, Oct. 4—When word
reached the state W. C. T, U. conven-
tion, in session here today, that all
ljoons had to close, because of spn.nth
influenza, the delegates rejoiced.” The
delegation was short lived, glorwaver.
peremptory orders to close the conven-

next Tuesday, ca.)ne a few minutes laten

where miners are ill with influenza. ‘i.ie }
men in charge of the equipment were

the reserve militia be |

vh::. - Willilam. J.
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York Dispatch, York, PA, October 4, 1918. (The Gllder Lehrman Institute, GLC09891 01)
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4mfs,bmms IN PHILA.

1IN, I-AS'! 4;8 HOURS‘

By Associated Press

 Philadelphia, Oct. 7.—Inﬁuenza contin-

ued to spread rapidly throughout Phila-~
delphla. and its environs t During
the 48 hours ending at noon. 5 661 new
cases were reportéd to the board of
'health. In the same period there were
more than 400 deaths from influenza and
pneumonia. It is gstima,ted by city au-
thorities that there. have been 175,600
cases since the epidemic began. A ser-
ious feature of the epidemic is the lack
of nurses. Those in regular and emer-
gency hospitals are overworked.
ces are reported of nurses who have
worked for 36 hours contipuously with
scarcely an hour's rest. Across the Del-
aware river, in Soulhern New Jersey, the
situation is reported to be grave. Dr.
Davis president of the Camden board of
health, estimates that there are 5,000
individual cases in that city. He declares
the ‘epidemic has not yet reached its
height. Emergency hospitals are being
established and the leading women of
the city have gone into them and are do-
ing even the menial work in addition to
nursing the sick. Frank J. Connell, his
wife and their 10-year-old daughter. all
died today in the Connell home within
u period of five hours. .

In Gloucester, near Camden, 400 new
cases developed since yesterd Medi-
cal assistance has arrived ere from
‘Washington.

Instan-

b

STATE CLOSING ORDER

FOR INDEFINITE PERIOD

By Associated Press. _

Harrisburg, Oct. T.—There is no in-
tention of recalling the anti-congregat.
ing saloon closing order. We are enforc-
ing it everywhere as time goes on it
‘may be restricted,”” if necessary said Dr.
B. ¥F. Royer, acting commissioner of
health, today, when asked about reports
that the order might be rescinded.

“] cannot say when the ban will be
lifted. The reports that it was to be
changed probably grew out of the ar-
rangéments we ¢ ~nking for =ale of
anulmt‘s on. Dréin ons of medical
men.

Details of organization of the 17 nurs-
ing districts into which the state has
been divided were worked out by Com-
missioner Royer and bureau chiefs at \a,
conference today. They will be in charge
of nurses who have just rcturned from
Massachusetts and the work ef organi-
zation in communities will be handled
by the nurses from the dispensaries of
the department of health and other ex-
perienced nurses from various sectlohf!
of the state.

While today’s reports showed an in-
crease in cages in eastern counties not
many have appeared beyond Jetferson,
Indiana, ‘and Somerset counties. The
'Schuylkilr county situation is serious and
reaquesis have been made to state hospi-
tals for details of physicians and nurses.
Many nurses are needed in that county.

/Chester of the country club at that place
for an emergency hospital, Dr. Royer said
that- country club. houses near populouq
centers could be used and that he ho ﬁ)e
‘West Chester's example would be follow-
ed.

Emergeney hospitals have been opened

in Marcus Hook, Chester, = Pottsville,
Scranton, Norristown, Bethlehem,
Stroudsbury, Williamstown, Shamokin,

Steelton, Wishaw, West Chester and Mc-
Intyre with two in Minersville,

Adjutant General Beary today wired.
commanding officers of units of the re-
serve militia to call off all drills this
week.

N, Royer today asked the state police
department to make reports to him on the
manner in which the closing order was
observed in Alfentown, it being reported
here that saloons and moving picture
places were open on Saturday.

PESISRA -
o5

Followimg an offer of people of West

York Dispatch, York, PA, October 7, 1918. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09891.02)
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DISEASE AGAIN ON ] 75 DEATHS AT CAMP ‘ |
INCREASE IN PHILA. MEADE IN 24 HOURS
3 ) ‘ sl By Associated Press.
(Phlaaspis, O 3 tnguenan s gevn | | | PRI _sery e mn
: : 3 | ed, ~were stricken nfluenza,
hours ending at noon today 4,013 new and 289 new cases of pneu?ﬁonia. develop-

cases were reported the, same period ; ‘led at Camp Meade during the last 24

themwere 304 ‘dea- 8 ’ n lnﬂuenza and | | hours' it was mnounced today_

124 from pneumonia. 1 In this city 56 deaths due to influenza
State health authorities are making and 1,525 new cases were recorded in

preparations to meet the epidemic in the i 1 the last 24 hours. \ -

western section of the state, which thus ; All schools, public and private, and all |

far has been comparatively free of the I places of amusement have been closed.

malady. .
i ‘| |PHYSICIANS SUCCUMB
3,700 INFLUENZA CASES ‘| ' IN SCHUYLKILL REGION
REP ORTED IN OHIO |' By Associated Press.

: Pottsville, Pa., Oct. 9.—There has been
By Associated Press. ‘ G %

umbus. hi A on a decrease of new cases of influenza

it O, Ol Br-Additimgd throughout the Schuylkill region, but ad-

s influenza cases to the number of
) | ded alarm is felt because a large portion
giﬁ%, d:;:itngi :;aggalt!:mtaeg ;oamtg; ] g{ the physicians are succumbing to the |
- : ) sease.
:‘h ttot;‘l of :e.];erproxima'::e:ly sirzxs.mgh caaia | Physicians are being dispatched here |
at have n reporte 08 Lhe out=i from Chicago to help in handling the
break of the epidemic in Ohio. ] situation. The hospital units sent  to-
Fifty-four additional deaths last night ! Minersville found many of the foreign
and today were reported from Camp | population lying ill in bed alongside of
Sherman, where the death total now has || | | corpses #s the number of cases did not
reached approximately 700. ] permit -proper care for either the living
Military authorities today renewed | | or the dead. At the small mining town
their appeal for nurses. : of Maryd, 200 cases are reported and a
. e o large pe;centg&ge a.ge“ develo;plngks into
A \ pneumonia. otor delivery ' tru are
EPIDEMIG AFFEOTING | being presseéd into service as ambulances

OUTPUT OF ANTHRACITE : throughout the country.

— “Dr. Frank Marshall, a leading physi-
By Associated Press. : 1
?ileadin%? Ha. Oot. 9.—It was learned |: ::lsén,n l;11.::;:‘-:>u1:nbed to the disease during
from official sources _today that the | ¥
spread of influenza in the Schuylkill coal
regions is now affecting the output of
anthracite to the extent of nearly 12,000 |

tong ARIY. oo s s S50

York Dispatch, York, PA, October 9, 1918. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09891.04)
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 for an outbrea,k.

‘Reading armories have beer. turned into
 hospitals,

 spread of Spanish influenza. the Na-
' tional Tuberculoma a.asociation ‘announc-

. | were closed today and church services

‘| been suspended.

mnmmme. FOR . FOR INFLUENZA
~ IN WESTERN PENNA.

ocia,ted Press,
B Oct. 9.-—A.djuta.nt General
c%oday sent a hospital unit to
wT&Wer ty to assist in caring for in-
flucnza sufferers in that anl'hracite min-
ing town .and shipped 40 cots to Glen
Lyon, Luzerne county. Tents have a
been sent to Ernest, an Indiana county
mining towh, ‘while large shipments are
being sent to Pittsburgh in preparation
General C. B. Dough-
erty notified General Beary today that
the Wilkes--Barre armory would be
opened to care for influenza sufferers in
at section. The Haston, banon and |

Schuylkill and Jefferson county econdi-
tlons wé:re mported as still serious to-

Westem Penmyl\ra.nia. mcsaages todgy
indicated general preparations under way
to meet the epidemic in the Pittsburgh,
‘New Castle, Washington.
and Mercer. districts

INFLIB’EHZA HALTS THREE
WHITE PLAGUE MEETI

By Assoe%ate
New

Greenaburg

N

Gs

Ocj;. 9—-011 account of the.

/deferred inde: tely
three sectional cofiferences. They are
the Southern, at Birmingham, Ala., Oct.
11 and 12; the North' Atlantic, at Pitts—
‘burgh, Oct. 17 and 18, and the New Eug-
land, at vaidence, Oct. 25 and 26, %

" 17 DEATHS IN RAHWA"V. N. o
By Assot la.ted Press.

‘Rahway, N. J. Oct. Q—JOne-ﬁfth of
Rahway's popyzlatiop of 10,000 is suffer- :
ing from Spanish influenza. There
‘been 17 deaths this week. All schools,
theaters, saloons and ice cream stores

ed today it had

and public gatherings of ali ikinds ‘have

“have |

e 9}

Ly Oct, —Ajthoug‘h
‘vesterday that the
influenza. appeared to
3, the deaths have in-

’; duﬂhg the st two
1t it 1s impossible to
“and vaults in local
being filled. In two

hése wives h di
led 'to dig - gra.ves :?
the healj:h department
77 deaths since Fﬂdgy
fisures did not inclu
‘died yesterday or today.
ths the total so far has'
it is expected that yes-
wm reach cﬁnddembl.'r_

¥ T, A sa.loonkeépar. a.nd

uffeur named Cox were
compelled to dig
ves. -In several cases
ead have assisted in
_the grave-diggers,

eases in cases to be tried
to the sessions a.n(t
‘where bail could not be
be tried at this time.

~- - N
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