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The session will start shortly. Please note:
• Your video and audio will automatically turn off.
• You can participate through the Q&A function.
• If you have technical difficulties, please email firstfriday@gilderlehrman.org so we can 

assist you.



Gilder Lehrman Staff

Panelists

• Sandy Trenholm - Collection Director

• Conroe Brooks - Hercules Mulligan/James Madison, George 

Washington, and King George in HAMILTON

• Kevin Cline - 2016 National Teacher of the Year from 

Frankton, Indiana

Support
• Allison Kraft  -  Assistant Curator



• If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A 
feature, which is at the bottom of your screen.

• Viewing in full screen is recommended to see the 
presenters and the presentation at the same time.

For Security

• Your microphone is automatically muted.
• Your camera is automatically turned off.

During the Session



● Pierce Butler’s notebook from the Constitutional 
Convention

● The First Draft of the Constitution
● The Final Version of the Constitution
● A letter from George Washington, written during the 

Convention
● A newspaper article detailing a “fracus” over ratification

Today’s Documents



Pierce Butler (1744–1822)

● Born in Ireland, Butler was the third 
son of a baronet.

● In 1758, his parents bought him an 
army commission and he served in 
the King’s 29th Regiment.

● In 1773, he sold his commission and 
bought land in South Carolina.

● In 1787, he served as a delegate to 
the Constitutional Convention.

● He befriended Aaron Burr and 
sheltered him for a month after 
Hamilton’s death.

● He was one of the richest men in 
America when he died.
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● In February 1787, a call went out for a convention to amend 
the Articles of Confederation.

● Constitutional Convention began on May 14, 1787. 
● It ended on September 17, 1787.

Constitutional Convention

Washington as 
Statesman at the 
Constitutional 
Convention, 1856, 
Junius Brutus Stearns, 
Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts



Pierce Butler’s Notebook
“May ye 30.th 1787 – 
Resolved therefore that a National 
Government ought to be Established 
Consisting of a Supreme Legislative 
judiciary & Executive 
*Resolved that the Representation in the 
National Legislature be not according to 
the present system *Not agreed to – 
….
June ye 7.th 1787
….
 The State Governments Mr Willson says 
will be rivals of the National surely they 
will be more jealous of them if they have 
no hand in Creating them ....” 
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“Hambleton”

“18th of June  Col. Hambleton”

“Men Collectively he says are Governed by passions.  
The States will be rivals of the General--No!  Make it 
their Interest by Laws of General Equity--and they 
will support the General Government. ”



Butler’s Notebook



Butler’s Notebook



The Fugitive Slave Clause

“Wheresoever any person bound to service or labour in any state, 
shall flee into another state, [struck: it shall be lawful for the person 
intitled to such service or labour to reclaim and recover him] he shall 
not be thereby discharged from such service or labour:  but the 
legislatures of the several states shall make provision for the 
recovery of such person.”
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The Fugitive Slave Clause

Kinsee -say Abraham

Abraham Kinsey

Markett Street on the 

left hand near Sixth

Street -- Clifton at

the Blue Bell Wharf--Gilder Lehrman Collection



First Draft of the  
US Constitution

● July 24, 1787: Committee 
of Detail appointed to 
draft the Constitution
○ John Rutledge, South Carolina
○ Edmund Randolph, Virginia
○ Nathaniel Gorham, 

Massachusetts
○ Oliver Ellsworth, Connecticut
○ James Wilson, Pennsylvania

● Dated August 6, 1787
● Pierce Butler’s copy
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Edits made on Page 6

● Supreme Court
● Impeachment
● Trial by jury
● Suspension of the 

writ of Habeas 
Corpus

● Credit and coinage
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Adding the Fugitive Slave Clause
August 28, 1787

Added to the Constitution as Article 15 on August 28, 1787.

“If any person bound to service or labor [inserted: illegible of the US] 
shall escape into another state, He or She shall not be discharged from 
such service or labor in consequence of any regulations subsisting in 
the State to which they escape; but shall be delivered up to the person 
justly Claiming their Service or labor.”



Member’s Copy
● It was distributed to the 

delegates on September 
17.

● Each delegate received 
multiple copies to 
disseminate at home.

● Benjamin Franklin gave this 
copy to his nephew, 
Jonathan Williams.

● This copy resurfaced in the 
1990s.

Gilder Lehrman Collection



Preamble to the US Constitution



George Washington to Henry Knox, 
August 19, 1787

“By slow, I wish I could add & sure, 
movements, the business of the 
Convention progresses; but to say 
when it will end, or what will be the 
result, is more than I can venture to 
do…”

“I wish a disposition may be found in 
Congress – the several States 
Legislatures – and the community at 
large to adopt the Government which 
may be agreed on in Convention; 
because I am fully persuaded it is the 
best that can be obtained at the 
present moment, under such diversity 
of ideas as prevail.” 
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“A very disagreeable fracus”



“A very disagreeable fracus”



“A very disagreeable fracus”



First and Second Drafts
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Official “Member’s” 
Copy
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First Public Printing
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First Newspaper Printing
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Q&A
Why?

How?

Did you 
know?

Who?



Study the Founding Era with EduHam Online



A Tribute to Teachers: Heroes of 2020

Join us on October 7 at 8pm ET for 
a special virtual event celebrating 
teachers. Lin-Manuel Miranda will 
present the 2020 National History 
Teacher of the Year award, and we 
will hear from historians, teachers, 
and students about the profound 
and lasting influence teachers have 
had on their lives.

Questions? Email: 
events@gilderlehrman.org 



Upcoming Programs
● Book Breaks, Sunday, September 20 at 12 pm ET (9 am PT) 

○ Richard Brookhiser discusses his book Give Me Liberty

● Inside the Vault, Thursday, October 1 at 7 pm ET (4 pm PT) 

○ Featuring documents related to the abolitionist John Brown

● A Tribute to Teachers: Heroes of 2020, October 7 at 8 pm ET (5 pm 
PT)

● Siempre, Luis, Wednesday, October 14 at 8 pm ET (5 pm PT)

○ Students in conversation with Luis Miranda about the 
documentary that airs on HBO on October 6

● Visit gilderlehrman.org for free resources for students, 

teachers, families, and history enthusiasts of all ages

http://www.gilderlehrman.org

