
Inside the Vault :
Highlights from the Gilder Lehrman Collection

September 3, 2020

The session will start shortly. Please note:
• Your video and audio will automatically turn off.
• You can participate through the Q&A function.
• If you have technical difficulties, please email firstfriday@gilderlehrman.org so we can 

assist you.



Gilder Lehrman Staff

Panelists

• Sandy Trenholm – Collection Director

• Tyler Belo – Hercules Mulligan/James Madison in the 

Angelica touring company of HAMILTON

Support

• Allison Kraft  – Assistant Curator



• If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A 
feature, which is at the bottom of your screen.

• Viewing in full screen is recommended to see the 
presenters and the presentation at the same time.

For Security

• Your microphone is automatically muted.
• Your camera is automatically turned off.

During the Session



• Two copies of the Emancipation Proclamation

• The strangest item in the Collection

• A letter from Franklin D. Roosevelt with advice to 

high school students

Today’s Featured Objects



Emancipation 
Proclamation



Size

Thirteenth Amendment and Emancipation Proclamation



The First Reading of 
the Emancipation 
Proclamation by 
Francis Carpenter, 
1866, Private 
Collection

• In July 1862, President Lincoln drafted a proclamation that 
would free slaves in the Confederacy.   

• Lincoln first informed his cabinet of the proclamation on
July 22.  

• Secretary of State William Seward convinced Lincoln to wait 
for a US victory before issuing the proclamation.

Drafting the Emancipation Proclamation



Issuing the Emancipation 
Proclamation

• On September 17, 1862, the Battle of Antietam gave Lincoln the 
opportunity to issue his preliminary proclamation on September 22.

• "I never, in my life, felt more certain that I was doing right than I do 
in signing this paper. . . . If my name ever goes into history it will be 
for this act, and my whole soul is in it."

Emancipation, 1863. 
Harper’s Weekly, pp. 55 & 
56, The Gilder Lehrman 
Collection



California Printing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation

● It is known as the 
“Cheesman copy.”

● David W. Cheesman 
sent three copies to 
Abraham Lincoln to be 
signed.

● On the back is a note: 
“Property of Mrs. 
Maria Cheesman, 
Phoenix, Oregon.”

● Could have actually 
belonged to “Urania 
Cheesman,” David’s 
wife.Gilder Lehrman Collection



One of three copies signed by Abraham Lincoln



Decorative Copy of the Emancipation Proclamation



Engraving process is a mirror of the final product.



Written in Reverse



Created by F. S. Butler in 1864



Pennsylvania Printing of the Emancipation Proclamation

● This is the “Leland-Broker 
authorized” edition.

● It was printed by Charles Leland and 
George Boker.

● The broadside was created for and 
sold at the Sanitary Commission’s 
Great Central Fair in Philadelphia 
from June 7 to 29, 1864.

● Forty-eight copies were printed and 
signed by Abraham Lincoln, William 
Seward, and John G. Nicolay.

● Copies were sold at the fair for $10 
each. 
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Letterpress printing is also a mirror image.



Signed by Abraham Lincoln



Declaring Freedom



Frequently Asked Question

“What is the strangest item in the Collection?”



James Madison’s 
Hair

Gilder Lehrman Collection



James Madison’s Hair

• This is a large lock of 
James Madison’s hair, 
cut post-mortem on the 
day of his death, June 
28, 1836. He was 85 
years old.

• The hair is brown with 
strands of blonde.

• Upon Madison’s death 
his wife, Dolley, cut the 
lock of hair.
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What did Dolley do with the hair?

Dolley sent the lock of hair to Eliza Lee on the day Madison died.



Why keep hair?

• This was a very 
common practice, 
especially in periods of 
mourning.

• Hair was kept as a 
token of remembrance 
of someone who had 
passed.

James Madison by Gilbert Stuart, National Archives



Hair Wreaths
• Wreaths were 

made with the hair 
of family members 
who had died and 
were framed for 
display.

• They told the story 
of family history 
and could be made 
from the hair of 
multiple family 
members.

Courtesy of the Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site



Close Up of Hair Wreaths

Courtesy of the Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site



Hair Jewelry

• Hair jewelry 
became especially 
common in the 
Victorian era.

• Bracelets, rings, 
brooches, watch 
fobs, and buttons 
were all made from 
the hair of loved 
ones.

• Hair was also added 
to jewelry, such as 
rings and lockets. Mourning brooch belonging to Anna Symmes Harrison, 

courtesy of the Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site

Locket with chain of braided 
hair, Library of Congress



Franklin D. Roosevelt 
to Sharpless D. Green, 
October 3, 1922
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Sharpless D. Green

● He was teacher at Senior High School in Trenton, New 
Jersey.

● In 1922, he wrote to hundreds of influential people from 
around the world to ask for:

“A little message that will be an inspiration to them [his 
students] in their work now and aid them in being better 
citizens in the business world....”



Letters from Famous People, 1925



Roosevelt’s letter focuses on:

• Civic responsibility 
• Voting
• Actively participating in your community



“place public good ahead of private gain”



“vote on Election day”



“The coming generation”



The Relevancy of FDR’s Letter

• Civic responsibility 
• Voting
• Actively participating in your community



Q&A
Why?

How?

Did you 
know?

Who?



In Development - New Transcription Project

To be notified when this project goes live: 
https://forms.gle/fK55tMDrLfEpTsk98



Visit our new Gift Shop

Visit the Gilder 
Lehrman Institute 
retail shop to see 
our new line of 
products:
gligiftshop.com

https://gligiftshop.com/


Study the Founding Era with EduHam Online 



Pace–Gilder Lehrman Online MA Program
for K-12 Educators
Fall 2020, September 10–December 2

• American Indian History with Ned Blackhawk, Yale 
University

• The American Enlightenment with Caroline Winterer, 
Stanford University

• The Fight for Women’s Rights: 1820–1920 with 
Catherine Clinton, UT San Antonio

• The Revolutionary Lives of Malcolm X and Martin 
Luther King Jr. with Peniel Joseph, UT Austin

• Historiography and Historical Methods with Andrew 
Robertson, Lehman College, CUNY



Upcoming Programs 

• September 17 – Constitution Day!
• October 1 – Documents relating to John Brown
• October 15 – Women’s suffrage
• October 29 – Black soldiers in the American Revolution
• November 12 – Abraham Lincoln
• December 3 – Pearl Harbor
• December 17 – Women of the American Revolution

Thursday, 7-8 p.m. ET (4-5 p.m.  PT)



Upcoming Programs
● Book Breaks, September 6 at 12 p.m. ET (9 a.m. PT) 

○ *New time*

○ Alan Taylor discusses his book Thomas Jefferson’s 
Education.

● Visit gilderlehrman.org for free resources for 

students, teachers, families, and history enthusiasts 

of all ages.

● Visit hamilton.gilderlehrman.org for our Hamilton 

Education website.

http://www.gilderlehrman.org

