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Course Description

This course is about the history of the United States during a period of great social change
and conflict. Over these four decades, the US became a predominantly urban and industrial
nation, a nation of immigrants and wage-earners, an imperial nation, and a nation where
progressive reform was the order of the day—though its definition and aims were furiously
contested. We will seek to understand how and why these tumultuous changes
occurred—and who gained and who lost in the process.

Course Readings

1. Lears, Jackson. Rebirth of a Nation: The Making of Modern America, 1877-1920.
New York: Harper Perennial, 2010.

2. Addams, Jane. Twenty Years at Hull-House. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 1999.
(This reading can be accessed through Musselman Library with your Gettysburg
College credentials.)

3. Riordon, William. Honest Graft: The World of George Washington Plunkitt. Hoboken:
Wiley-Blackwell, 2006.

Course Requirements

Watch all course lectures

Complete all course readings

Submit five short papers (500 words each)

Contribute to nine discussion boards

Participate in at least three Q&As

Complete a 15-page (~3,750 words) research paper or project of appropriate rigor
Complete a course evaluation (A survey link will be sent to your Gettysburg email
during Week Five of the semester.)

Learning Objectives

1. Understand the process of historical change

2. Analyze the meaning and significance of both secondary and primary source
documents about the past

3. Explain how this period helped shape contemporary US society and politics


https://gettysburg.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GETTYSBURG_INST/1kluq6j/cdi_perlego_books_2417270
https://gettysburg.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GETTYSBURG_INST/1kluq6j/cdi_perlego_books_2417270

Class Schedule

Week One: September 18: Introduction: Industrial Capitalism—Achievements and
Discontents

Readings

e Lears, Introduction and Chapter 1.

Assignment

e Discussion Board One
o First post due: Sunday, September 21
o Second post due: Wednesday, September 24

Week Two: September 25: The Power of Big Business

Readings

e lears, 51-71.
e William Graham Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other (New York: Harper
& Brothers, 1833), Chapters 1 and 3.

Assignments

e Discussion Board Two
e First post due: Sunday, September 28
e Second post due: Wednesday, October 1

e Short Paper One due: Wednesday, October 1
e Write a response paper: You can respond to the prompt created by your
section professor or to one of your own design.

Week Three: October 2: The Labor Question in the Gilded Age

Readings

Lears, 71-91.

Samuel Gompers, “What Does Labor Want?,” September 1893, accessed via The
Samuel Gompers Papers. (A link to this reading can be found in the Week Three
module.)



https://gompers.umd.edu/More.htm
https://gompers.umd.edu/More.htm

Assignments

e Discussion Board Three
o First post due: Sunday, October 5
o Second post due: Wednesday, October 8

e Final Project/Paper Question due: Wednesday, October 8
o In roughly 1-2 pages, outline the question your final project or paper will
attempt to answer. This should include a description of the paper or project
you are proposing, some background information and historical context on
your topic, a brief description of your research plan, and a justification for
why your particular project or paper is worth pursuing.

Week Four: October 9: The Great Game of Politics

Readings

e Lears, Chapter 4 and 167-195.

e 1892 Democratic Party Platform, accessed via the American Presidency Project. (A
link to this reading can be found in the Week Four module.)

e 1892 Republican Party Platform, accessed via the American Presidency Project. (A
link to this reading can be found in the Week Four module.)

e 1892 Populist Party Platform, accessed via the American Presidency Project. (A link
to this reading can be found in the Week Four module.)

Assignments

e Discussion Board Four
o First post due: Sunday, October 12
o Second post due: Wednesday, October 15

e Short Paper Two due: Wednesday, October 15
o Write a response paper: You can respond to the prompt created by your
section professor or to one of your own design.

Week Five: October 16: The United States Takes an Empire

Readings

e Lears, 195-221.
e Albert Beveridge, “Senator Albert J. Beveridge Defends the Conquest of the

Philippines,” January 9, 1900. (A link to this reading can be found in the Week Five
module.)


https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/1892-democratic-party-platform
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/1892-democratic-party-platform
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/republican-party-platform-1892
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/republican-party-platform-1892
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/populist-party-platform-1892
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/populist-party-platform-1892
https://shec.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/1243
https://shec.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/1243

Assignments

e Discussion Board Five
o First post due: Sunday, October 19
o Second post due: Wednesday, October 22

e Revised Question and Proposed Bibliography due: Wednesday, October 22
o Revise your initial proposal to incorporate your section professor’s feedback
AND
o Create an annotated bibliography containing at least five sources. Each of
these sources should be followed by a short paragraph describing the source
and what it will contribute to your final project/paper.

Week Six: October 23: Jim Crow and Black Resistance

Readings

e Lears, Chapter 3.
e Booker T. Washington, “Atlanta Compromise Speech,” September 18, 1895. (A link to

this reading can be found in the Week Six module.)
e W. E. B. Du Bois, “"Of Mr. Booker T. Washington and Others,” in The Souls of Black

Folk (Chicago, 1903). (A link to this reading can be found in the Week Six module.)
e Ida B. Wells, “Lynch Law in America,” January 1900. (A link to this reading can be
found in the Week Six module.)

Assignments

e Discussion Board Six
o First post due: Sunday, October 26
o Second post due: Wednesday, October 29

e Short Paper Three due: Wednesday, October 29
o Write a response paper: You can respond to the prompt created by your
section professor or to one of your own design.

Week Seven: October 30: Immigrant Work and Politics

Readings

e Riordon, full.


https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/39
https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/39
https://gettysburg.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GETTYSBURG_INST/kc94jv/cdi_proquest_ebookcentralchapters_6944003_10_47
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/lynch-law-in-america-january-1900/
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/lynch-law-in-america-january-1900/

Assignments

e Discussion Board Seven
e First post due: Sunday, November 2
e Second post due: Wednesday, November 5

e Short Paper Four due: Wednesday, November 5
e \Write a response paper: You can respond to the prompt created by your

section professor or to one of your own design.

Week Eight: November 6: A New Urban Culture

Readings

e Lears, Chapter 6.
Watch Charlie Chaplin’s 1917 film The Immigrant. (A link to this film can be found in

the Week Eight module.)

Assignments

e Project/Paper Preview due Wednesday, November 12
Project: Submissions of the project preview will differ from project to project

according to type. Determine an appropriate portion of your final project to

turn in with your section professor.
o Paper: Turn in a rough draft of the first five pages of your final paper

(e]

Week Nine: November 13: Progressivism from Below

Readings

e Addams, Introduction, 41-147, 232-238. (This reading can be accessed through
Musselman Library with your Gettysburg College credentials.)

Assignments

e Discussion Board Eight
o First post due: Sunday, November 16
o Second post due: Wednesday, November 19

e Short Paper Five due: Wednesday, November 19
o Write a response paper: You can respond to the prompt created by your

section professor or to one of your own design.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycLOeCLJ9V0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycLOeCLJ9V0
https://gettysburg.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GETTYSBURG_INST/1kluq6j/cdi_perlego_books_2417270
https://gettysburg.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GETTYSBURG_INST/1kluq6j/cdi_perlego_books_2417270

Week Ten: November 20: Progressives in Power

Readings

Lears, Chapter 7.

Theodore Roosevelt, "New Nationalism,” August 31, 1910. (A link to this reading can
be found in the Week Ten module.)

William A. Schambra and Thomas West, “The Progressive Movement and the
Transformation of American Politics,” The Heritage Foundation, July 18, 2007. (A link
to this reading can be found in the Week Ten module.)

Assignments

e Rough Draft due: Wednesday, November 26
o Project: Submissions of the project rough draft will differ from project to
project according to type. Determine an appropriate portion of your final
project to turn in with your section professor.
o Paper: Turn in a rough draft of the first ten pages (at minimum) of your
final paper.

Week Eleven: November 27: The United States and The Great War

Readings

Lears, Conclusion.
William James, “The Moral Equivalent of War,” McClure’s Magazine (1910), 463-468.
Michael Kazin and John Milton debate whether the US should have fought in WWI in
The New Republic
o Michael Kazin, “If the U.S. Had Not Entered World War I, Would There Have
Been a World War 1I?” The New Republic, July 6, 2014.
o John M. Cooper, "Why Woodrow Wilson Was Right to Bet on World War I,” The
New Republic, July 6, 2014.
o Michael Kazin, "Woodrow Wilson’s Only Good Choice in WWI Was to Avoid It
Altogether,” The New Republic, July 7, 2014.
Woodrow Wilson, “Joint Address to Congress Leading to a Declaration of War Against
Germany,” April 2, 1917. (A link to this reading can be found in the Week Eleven
module.)
George Norris, “Speech in Opposition to American Entry into the War,” April 4, 1917.
(A link to this reading can be found in the Week Eleven module.)

Assignments

Discussion Board Nine
o First post due: Sunday, November 30
o Second post due: Wednesday, December 3


https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2011/12/06/archiveS-president-teddy-roosevelts-new-nationalism-speech
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2011/12/06/archiveS-president-teddy-roosevelts-new-nationalism-speech
https://gettysburg.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GETTYSBURG_INST/1kluq6j/cdi_proquest_reports_1820738934
https://gettysburg.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GETTYSBURG_INST/1kluq6j/cdi_proquest_reports_1820738934
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/address-to-congress-declaration-of-war-against-germany
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/address-to-congress-declaration-of-war-against-germany
https://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Senator_Norris_Opposes_U.S._Entry_into_the_War

Week Twelve: December 4: The Crises of 1919 and Conclusion

Readings

e No readings

Assignments

e Final Paper/Project due: Wednesday, December 10

Course and Program Policies

It is the responsibility of students to know, understand, and abide by course and program
policies.

For a full overview of program policies, review the Gettysburg College-Gilder Lehrman
Institute Student Handbook.

Course correspondence

Correspondence with faculty and administrators should be formal. Include a subject line,
addressee, and closing. Put the name and number of your course in the subject line.

Plagiarism and Al

This program uses Turnitin to check for instances of plagiarism and AI. Plagiarism and
papers composed fully or in part by AI will not be tolerated. This includes self-plagiarism. A
student caught plagiarizing or composing papers with Al for the first time may receive a
zero on the assignment. A student caught plagiarizing or composing with Al for a second
time may be permanently removed from the program.

Your section professor will set the policies for use of Al for research or purposes other than
composing your papers.

Late work

Assignments should be submitted no later than 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time on the due date
unless otherwise specified by your section professor. If you think you will be unable to
submit an assignment on time, it is your responsibility to contact your section professor to
ask for an extension before the assignment’s due date. Late assignments will be docked 5%
if less than a week late, 10% if one week late, and an additional 10% for each subsequent
week.



Grading scale

Letter Grade Number Grade Grade Points
A 95%-100% 4

A- 90%-94% 3.67
B+ 87%-89% 3.33
B 84%-86% 3

B- 80%-83% 2.67
C+ 77%-79% 2.33
C 74%-76% 2

C- 70%-73% 1.67
D+ 67%-69% 1.33
D 64%-66% 1

D- 60%-63% .67
F 0%-59% 0

Assignment Descriptions
Short Papers (25% of grade — 5% per short paper)

Students will complete five short papers. Each should be approximately 500 words long. The
purpose of these papers is not to merely summarize weekly readings but to demonstrate
that you have read them analytically and contextually. Students have the option of
responding to a prompt created by their section professor or to one of their own design.
Student-created prompts should reflect the themes discussed in course readings and be
included at the beginning of the paper. If you need help getting started, you can complete
one of the options listed below.

Complete a thesis identification - Select one of your assigned readings and focus on
identifying the thesis as well as the evidence the authors use to support that thesis.

Complete a primary source evaluation - Evaluate a primary source from the Gilder
Lehrman Collection or elsewhere. Primary sources must be relevant to that week’s
readings. Keep the following questions in mind:



Who is the author of this document?

Who was their intended audience?

How might both author and audience impact the content of the document?
For what reason was this document created?

Complete a book review - Focus on one of the secondary sources assigned in this course
and critique it. Keep the following questions in mind:

What is the author’s argument?

Does the author adequately support their argument?

Are you convinced of their argument? If not, why not?

How does this source fit into the larger discussion of its topic?

Discussion Board Posts (18% of grade - 2% per discussion board)

Students will interact in 9 discussion boards in this course. Discussion boards are led by
section professors, who will provide specific instructions for participation in their section.

You are required to make at least one post to each discussion board and respond to at least
two other students.

Question-and-Answer Sessions (15% of grade - 5% per reaction)

Throughout the semester the lead professor of each course will conduct five Q&As. Students
MUST attend at least three of these sessions for each course they are taking. In order to
receive credit for attending each Q&A, you must attend the session live and
complete a 1-2-paragraph Q&A Reaction within 24 hours of participation. Note: If
you cannot attend three of the five Q&As, you may receive credit by viewing archived Q&As
and completing a 500-word review of topics covered for each missed Q&A. Makeup
assignments must be completed within two weeks of the missed Q&A.

Final Project/Paper (42% of grade)

For the final assignment of each course, you will choose to complete either a research
project or 15-page research paper. Research projects are a public-education tool designed
for the general population, teachers, and/or students of varying ages. Sample projects
include (but are not limited to) vodcasts and podcasts, documentary editing and
transcription, websites, annotated readers, walking tours, or museum exhibits. Lesson plans
will not be accepted. A 5-page paper narrative must accompany the project. Your section
professor must approve research projects.

The research paper can be a traditional position paper that uses original research to prove a
thesis statement or a historiography paper that critically examines how American historians
have interpreted the same event differently and why shifts in historical debates may have
occurred.

Both final assignment options require you to ask an open-ended historical question
(something that does not have an easy yes or no answer) that you do not yet know the



answer to. You will then use the research process (pulling from a variety of resources,
mostly primary source documents) to explore that question and create a thesis-driven
answer. Regardless of whether you choose to pursue a project or paper, finals are scaffolded
throughout the semester. This method breaks up a large grade into smaller constituent
grades and allows time to incorporate instructor feedback into assignments.

Scaffolded Assignments

e Final Project/Paper Proposal (2%)

In roughly 1-2 pages, you should outline the main question, topic, or purpose of
your final project or paper. This should include a description of the project or paper
you are proposing, some background information and historical context on your topic
(answer the questions who, what, where, and when), a brief description of your
research plan (this does not need to be super specific, but should outline how many
weeks you plan to research, if you need to schedule research trips or if your sources
are published or available digitally, and when you plan to begin writing) and a
justification for why your particular project or paper is worth pursuing (what is the
significance of this topic? What does it add to our historical knowledge? Are you
filling a gap that other historians have overlooked such as considering race, ethnicity,
or gender?)

e Revised Proposal and Annotated Bibliography (3.5%)

This assignment will give you the opportunity to incorporate the feedback you
received on the first draft of your proposal. In addition to incorporating your section
professor’'s comments, you will also submit a proposed bibliography listing five
sources you plan on utilizing in your research for your final product. Each of these
sources should be followed by a brief summary (3-5 sentences) of the source and
what it will contribute to your research process.

e Project or Paper Preview (5%)

This will give you the opportunity to show the progress you have made on your final
project or paper and get some early-stage feedback from your section professor. For
a final project, determine with your section professor an appropriate portion of your
final submission to turn in. For a final paper, this should be roughly the first five
pages of what will ultimately be your final submission.

e Rough Draft (10.5%):

For a final project, determine with your section professor an appropriate portion of
your final submission to turn in. For a final paper, this should be, at minimum, the
first ten pages of what will ultimately be your final submission.

e Final Product (21%):



Final Project: Much like the final paper option, a final project is meant to prove that
you have mastered the content covered by this course. We encourage you to be
creative in your approach to this project, though it should be equivalent in rigor and
workload to a final paper.

Final Paper: Final papers should be at least fifteen pages in length. These can take
the form of research papers or historiography papers.



