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Lincoln's Refusal to Pardon Nathaniel Gordon



If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy
Your microphone is automatically muted.
Your camera is automatically turned off.

How to Participate



Jonathan W. White is a professor of American studies at Christopher
Newport University. He is the author or editor of seventeen books that
cover a variety of topics, including civil liberties during the Civil War, the
USS Monitor and the Battle of Hampton Roads, the presidential election of
1864, and what Abraham Lincoln and soldiers dreamed about. Among his
awards are the 2019 State Council of Higher Education for Virginia’s
Outstanding Faculty Award—the highest honor bestowed upon college
faculty by the Commonwealth of Virginia; CNU’s Alumni Society Award
for Teaching and Mentoring (2016); and the 2015 Abraham Lincoln
Institute Book Prize. He has published two books with CNU students, with
a third forthcoming. His recent books include A House Built by Slaves:
African American Visitors to the Lincoln White House, which won the
Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize; Shipwrecked: A True Civil War Story of
Mutinies, Jailbreaks, Blockade-Running, and the Slave Trade; Final Resting
Places: Reflections on the Meaning of Civil War Graves; and a children’s
book, My Day with Abe Lincoln, that was officially released today.

Dr. Jonathan White



Today’s
Document

Abraham Lincoln’s respite of execution for Nathaniel Gordon, February 4, 1862.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC00182, page 1)



The first draft of the Constitution
August 6, 1787

Pierce Butler's copy of the first draft of the US Constitution, August 6, 1787.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC00819.01, page 1)

Article 1, Section 9

“The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the
Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight . . .”



Thomas Jefferson

Portrait of President Thomas Jefferson, by John B. Forrest, circa 1810-1870.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute,  GLC08878.1192)



British slave ship “Brookes” 
1788

Stowage of the British slave ship "Brookes" under the
Regulated Slave Trade Act of 1788, 1788. 

(Library of Congress)



 Webster-Ashburton Treaty, 1842

Portrait of Secretary of State Daniel Webster by Mathew B. Brady, 1862. 
(Library of Congress)



Shipping Slaves through the Surf, West-African Coast
1856

“Shipping Slaves through the Surf, West-African
Coast.” Printed in The Church Missionary

Intelligencer, 1856.  (slaveryimages.org)



Rescued Africans
1884

 “The African slave-trade - slaves taken from a dhow captured by H.M.S. ‘Undine’,” The Graphic, June 7, 1884.  (Library of Congress)



New York City in the Civil War Era

“Coffee House Slip and New
York Coffee House” 

by George Hayward, 1856. 
(New York Public Library)

1856



Abraham Lincoln

Portrait of  Abraham Lincoln from Brady's National Portrait Gallery,  
February 24, 1861. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05111.02.0002)

February 24, 1861



President Lincoln and His Cabinet

President Lincoln and Cabinet, circa 1862. 
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00732.02)

Circa 1862



The Hall of Justice, or, “The Tombs”

 “Criminal Courts, in and for the City and
County of New York”  by John Hardy, 1870. 

(New York Public Library)

1870



Petition for Pardon

Petition for the Pardon of
Nathaniel Gordon, 1862. 

(National Archives)

1862



Respite of execution for Nathaniel Gordon
February 4, 1862

Abraham Lincoln's respite of execution for Nathaniel Gordon, February 4, 1862.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC00182, page 1)

“It becomes my painful duty to admonish the
prisoner that, relinquishing all expectation of
pardon by Human Authority, he refer himself
alone to the mercy of the Common God and

Father of all men.”



Harper’s Weekly
March 8, 1862

Harper’s Weekly, March 8, 1862.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01733.04)



“Execution of Gordon the slave-trader”

“Execution of Gordon the slave-trader,”
Harper's Weekly, March 8, 1862. 

(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01733.04)

March 8, 1862



Harper’s Weekly
March 8, 1862

Harper’s Weekly, March 8, 1862 (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01733.04)



Upcoming Teacher Program

Reframing Lincoln: Myth, Memory, and Changing Narratives
The Reframing Lincoln Seminar: Myth, Memory, and Changing Narratives is a weeklong
PD event for up to 25 K–12 teachers at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum in Springfield, Illinois.

Application Deadline: March 5, 2024
Program Dates: July 21–26, 2024
Location: Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, Springfield, Illinois
Lead Scholar: Jonathan W. White
Master Teacher: Justin Emrich



Upcoming Teacher Program

Teacher Seminars Online: Social Change in the Civil War Era

Examine the origins of the Civil War, focusing on the role of slavery
and antislavery as factors of disunion; aspects of the war itself; and the

contested memory and legacy of the war, in both commemoration
and popular culture. Learn more and register at

gilderlehrman.org/teacherseminars.

http://gilderlehrman.org/teacherseminars


Upcoming  Program

Virtual Research Night 
David McCullough Essay Prize Contest

Learn More!
We are hosting a Virtual Research Night on Thursday,

February 29, 2024, at 7 p.m. ET to support teachers and
students interested in learning more about the prize. 
Register at gilderlehrman.org/virtual-research-night.



MA in American History

Registration for the Summer
2024 semester of the

Gettysburg College–Gilder
Lehrman MA in American

History opens Saturday,
March 16. Applications are

open now. 



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault:

March 7, 2024: The Overland Trail with Dr. Sarah Keyes (University of Nevada, Reno)  
April 4, 2024: Japanese Servicemen in World War II with author Bruce Henderson
(winner of the 2022 Gilder Lehrman Military History Prize)

February 4 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
Allen C. Guelzo will discuss his book Our Ancient Faith: Lincoln, Democracy,
and the American Experiment

Book breaks:


