INSIDE THE VAULT

Lincoln's Refusal to Pardon Nathaniel Gordon

with Dr. Jonathan White
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How to Participate
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e If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
o We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

* The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy

* Your microphone is automatically muted.
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Dr. Jonathan White

Jonathan W. White is a professor of American studies at Christopher
Newport University. He is the author or editor of seventeen books that
cover a variety of topics, including civil liberties during the Civil War, the
USS Monitor and the Battle of Hampton Roads, the presidential election of
1864, and what Abraham Lincoln and soldiers dreamed about. Among his
awards are the 2019 State Council of Higher Education for Virginia’s
Outstanding Faculty Award—the highest honor bestowed upon college
faculty by the Commonwealth of Virginia; CNU’s Alumni Society Award
for Teaching and Mentoring (2016); and the 2015 Abraham Lincoln
Institute Book Prize. He has published two books with CNU students, with
a third forthcoming. His recent books include 4 Howuse Built by Slaves:
African American Visitors to the Lincoln White House, which won the
Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize; Shipwrecked: A True Civil War Story of
Mutinies, Jailbreaks, Blockade-Running, and the Slave Trade; Final Resting
Places: Reflections on the Meaning of Civil War Graves; and a children’s
book, My Day with Abe Lincoln, that was officially released today.
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Abraham Lincoln’s respite of execution for Nathaniel Gordon, February 4, 1862. .
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC00182, page 1) & *"H“‘”"“*“/““" :
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The first draft of the Constitution ST R e e e s

of New-Hampfhire, Maflachufetts,

Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plan-

A t 6 1 787 _ : tations, Connedticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Penn- .
ugus 9 fylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Cares

lina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, do ordain, declare &

" ]

and eftablifh the following Conftitution for the Govern-g
ment of Ourfelves and our Pofterity.

A-R=T-IEC L E L
The fiile of this Government fhall be, * The United Statgs of America.”

I[i ;!
The Government fhall confilt of fupreme legiflative, executive and judicial

powers.
1L

. 1 S . The legiflative powerlihailbc veltedin a Congrefs, to confift of two feparate

A 1 and diftin&t bodies of men, a Houle of Reprefehtatives, and a Senate ; each-of
rtl C e d e C tl O n 9 v " 2o +w Awhich-fhally in-all na.[cs,.have-a_ncgam-en the-othen Thc Leblﬂa:urc fhall
A eayfOse e riery Yraet / f Decepber jn every year. s/~ -

SR D Tee . coal e ll e a : 4 SLed  —
e St s - : 7 .

S Sect, 1. The Members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be chofen eve-
: ry fecond year, by the people of the feveral St;}tes comprehended within this
Union, The qualifications of the eleftors fhall be the fame, from time to time,

« The Migration Or Importation Of SuCh Persons a_S a,ny Of the States - as thole of the eleftors in the [everal States, of the moft numerous branch of

their own legiflatures.

now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the =528 a“;lg e e

lt.&mn, arm tate in which h:: ﬂlall be chofen,

Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight . ..” | Gt . T o Scpsairc e ol il

the number of citizens and inhabitants {hall be taken inthe manner herein af-
ter deleribed, confift of fixty-five Members, of whom three fhall be ¢hofen in
New-Hamphire, eight in Maffachufetts, one in Rhode-Ifland and Providence
Plantations, five in Conne&icut, fix in New-York, four in New-Jerfey, cight
in Pennfylvania, one in Delaware, fix in Maryland, ten in Virginia, five in
North-Carolina, five in South-Carolina, and three in Georgia.

Seft. 4. As the proportions of numbers in the different States will alter from
time to time; as fome of the States may hereafter be divided; as others may
be enlarged by addition of territory ; as two or more States may be united; as
new States will be erefted within the limits of the United States; the Legifla-
ture fhall, in each of thele cafes, regulate the number of reprel’ematives b hf ﬂu 2
number of inhabitants, according to thc prov:ﬁoni herein after. m}d / M.

" sateof one ;.;?r eyery f forty thcj'pfand. Cancits led ctre '_'/" e A

erdae Hee

Sed. 5. All bills for raifing or appropriating meney, and for fixing the fala-
ries of the officers of government, fhall originate in the Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives, and fhall not be altered or amended by the Senate. No money fhafl be
drawn from the public Treafury, but in purfuancg of appropriations that fhall
originate in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, /4«7 «x? .

Sedt. 6. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall have the fole power of impeach-

L ment. It fhall choofe its Speaker and other officers,
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Sedt. 7. Vacancies in the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be fupplied by writs
of election from the executive authority of the Sm:, in the reprefentation from
which thev fhall happcn. i A V.

Pierce Butler's copy of the first draft of the US Constitution, August 6, 1787.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC00819.01, page 1)
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Thomas Jefterson
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Portrait of President Thomas Jefterson, by John B. Forrest, circa 1810-1870.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08878.1192)




British slave ship “Brookes”

1788
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Stowage of the British slave ship "Brookes” under the
Regulated Slave Trade Act of 1788, 1788.

(Library of Congress)

STOWAGE OF THE BRITISH SLAVE SHIP BROOKES UNDER THE

REGULATED SLAVE TRADE

Act of 1788.

Frg f.
Ecgpiftetrniced Spoliors .

I, T P

)

PLAN OF LOWER DEGK WITH THE E-TGWA'.‘-E OF 292 SLAVES
130 0F THESE BEING STOWED UNDER THE SHELVES A5 SHEWN IN FIGURED & FICURE 5.

'\5 w.._;

_+II!1HH

PLAN SHEWING THE STOWAGE OF (30 ADDITIGNAL 3LAVES ROUND THE WINGS OR'SIDES OF THE

LOWER DECK BY MEANS OF F'I.ATFGRM
[IN THE MANNER OF GALLERIES (N A ununr.i-tr o qHEMS

THE SLAVES STOWED ON THE SHELVES AND BELOW THEM HAVE OMLY .l. HEII{,HT OF 2'FEET 7 INCHES
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Webster-Ashburton Treaty, 1842
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Portrait of Secretary of State Daniel Webster by Mathew B. Brady, 1862.
(Library of Congress)




Shipping Slaves through the Surf, West-African Coast

1856

“Shipping Slaves through the Surf, West-African
Coast.” Printed in The Church Missionary
Intelligencer, 1856. (slaveryimages.org)

SHIPPING SLAVES THROUGH THE SURF, WEST-AFRICAN COAST.

(From a Sketch by a merchant on the Coaast.)
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Rescued Africans

1884

“The African slave-trade - slaves taken from a dhow captured by H.M.S. “‘Undine’,” The Graphic, June 7, 1884. (Library of Congress)
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New York City in the Civil War Era
1856

“Coftee House Slip and New
York Coffee House”

by George Hayward, 1856.
(New York Public Library)
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Abraham Lincoln
February 24, 1861
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A SR Portrait of Abraham Lincoln from Brady's National Portrait Gallery,

February 24, 1861. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC05111.02.0002)




President Lincoln and His Cabinet
Circa 1862
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INSTffTUTE President Lincoln and Cabinet, circa 1862.

AMERIGAN HISTORY (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00732.02)
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The Hall of Justice, or, “The Tombs”
1870 "

|

il ==

’;wwmmmurﬁﬁﬁﬂ,ﬁﬁwwmmm‘w ;pgﬂw&@““”“';

| ir I | H{I :-I { i . = I v - '-. :' ' 1 -'1“-.-- I - d = i
I i | WA [ 7 TOR oA
r||1II!|] |! il . | A J. i | L A }\ AN AR L
| | . Il-'-' /| A W 5 ru '|'| .'nH ! il |
| e w A LL A i _ I' e,

TN

“Criminal Courts, in and for the City and
County of New York” by John Hardy, 1870.
(New York Public Library)




Petition for Pardon
1862
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Petition for the Pardon of
Nathaniel Gordon, 1862.
(National Archives)

/ s (’
c7;(7

To the Hon. ABRAHAM LIN C.OL.N., & &
President of the United States:

THE UNDERSIGNED, citizens of PorTrnAaND, (Maine,) and vicinity, humbly represent, that Carn.
NATHANIEL GORDON, a native of this city, having been legally convicted of being engaged in
the African Slave Trade, and sentened to be executed on the 7th day of Iebruary, A. D. 18(52, his
life 1s now in your hands.

THEREFORE, while we condemn the crime with which he stands convicted, as we do all other crimes
of a heinous character, we cannot forbear humbly craving from you Executive clemency. We do not
presume to ask for an unconditional pardon, but we do humbly pray that Captain (}-r_);m(')'x’:s sentence
may be commuted to imprisonment, even though your Excellency should make it during his life—and
we do this in behalf of a young and devoted Wife and infant Son, for & most excellent and highly
respectable Mother, for fond Sisters, and an extensive circle of the most respectable connections. :

Wz THEREFORE ask for that mercy on earth, which we all hope for in Heaven.

And as in duty bound will ever pray.
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Respite of execution for Nathaniel Gordon [ ey sy
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“It becomes my painful duty to admonish the e sl e .
prisoner that, relinquishing all expectation of &

pardon by Human Authority, he refer himself gaped o e
alone to the mercy of the Common God and
Father of all men.”
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Abraham Lincoln's respite of execution for Nathaniel Gordon, February 4, 1862.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GLC00182, page 1)
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Harper’s Weekly

March 8, 1862
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Harper’s Weekly, March 8, 1862.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01733.04)

TIIE ATTEMI'T TO COMMIT SUICIDE.

Nothing worthy of note occurred until about three o'clock
A.M, on Iriday morning, when the keepers were alarmed
by the prizoner being suddenly seized with convglsions.
At first it was supposed that he was trying to ngle
himezelf; but on a ¢lozo examination it was evident that he
was suffering from the effects of poison. Dr. Simmone, the
prizon phyzician, was immediately =ent for, and stimn-
lants were fréely administered for the purpose of producing
a reaction. For the first half hour or 2o the efforts of the
physician appeared to have but little effect. The patient
became quite rigid under the influence of the poison, his
pulse could scarcely be felt, and it was thought that after
all the gallows would be cheated of its victim. Drs, James
R. Wood and Hodgman, who were also in attendanee upon
the prisoner, labored hard to resuscitate the dying man,
and finally, by means of the stomach-pump and the use of
brandy, the patient was sufficiently recovered to be able to
articulate. It was not until eight o'clock, however, that
the phyzicians had any Lope of saving Gordon's lifée. From
that hour, however, the prisoner gradually recovered, al-
though he was subject to fainting fits for hours afterward.
When sensible he begged of the doctors to let him alone,
preferring, he said, to die by his own hand rather than
guffer the ignominy of n publie execution.

It has not been satisfactorily ascertained how or in what
manner the unfortunate man procured the polson with
which he contemplated self-destruction. The symptoms
were evidently those of strychnine, and the only way in
which the keepers can ncconnt for the prezence of the
poizon i2 its iptroduction in the cigars which Gordon had
emoked eo frecly the night before. On Thursday the pris-
oner was compelled to undergo a rigid search, his clothing
was changed entirely, and he was placed in a new cell, =0
that it would seem impoesible almost for him to have pro-
cured the poizon in any other way than that suggested by
his keepers,

A few minutes after eleven o'clock, when it was appar-
ent to Gordon that the execution would certainly take
place, notwithstanding his attempt at snicide, he sent for
Marshal Murray, and =aid he had something of a private
nature to communicate. The Marshal repaired to the bed-
gide of the culprit and asked if any thing could be done to
alleviate his sufferings. Gordon raized himself elowly from
his ecot, and with much difficulty, said: *“Cuot-a lock of
hair from my head and give it to my wife." Then taking
a ring from his finger, he requested that that also ehould
be egent to his wife in remembrance of her husband. The
request was cheerfully complied with, and the official,

t;ite overcome with emotion, left the unhappy man to his
1AL,




‘Execution of Gordon the slave-trader”

March 8, 1862
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“Execution of Gordon the slave-trader,”
Harper's Weekly, March 8, 1862.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01733.04)

EXECUTION OF GORDON THE SLAVE-TRADER, NEW YORE, FEBRUARY 21, 1862.—[8er Pace 150.]
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Harper’s Weekly

March 8, 1862

THE EXECUTION OF GORDON,
THE SLAVE-TRADER.

Not the least important among the changes
which are taking place in the current of national
policy and public opinion is evidenced by the fact
that on Friday, 21st February, in this city, Na-
THANIEL Gorpox was hung for being engaged in
the slave-trade. For forty years the slave-trade
has been pronourced piracy by law, and to engage
in it has been a capital offense. But the sympa~
thy of the Government and its officials has been so
often on the side of the criminal, and it seemed so
absurd to hang a man for doing at sea that which,
in half the Union, is done daily without censure on
land, that no one has ever been punished under the
Act. The Administration of Mr. Lincoln has turn-
ed over a new leaf in this respect. Henceforth the
slave-trade will be abandoned to the British and
their friends. The hanging of Gordon is an event
in the history of our country:.

He was probably the most successful and one of
the worst of the individuals engaged in the trade.
A native of Maine, he had engaged in the business
many years since, and had always eluded justice.
The particular voyage which proved fatal to him
was undertaken in 1860. The following summary
of the case we take from the Times:

It was in evidence (given by Lieutenant Henry D. Todd,
[.8.N.) that the ship Erie was first dizcovered by the
United States steamer Mohican, on the morning of the Sth
day of August, 1560; that she was then about fifty miles
outsice of the River Congo, on the West Coast of Africa,
standing to the northward, with all eail set; that she was
flying the, American flag, and that a gun from the Mofiican
bronght her to.

It was ehown by Lieutenant Todd that he went on board
himself about noon, andl took command of the prize. He
found on board of the Erie, which our readers will remems-
ber was but 600 tone burden, eight hnndred and ninety-
geven (S97) negroes, men, women, and children, ranging
from the age of six months to forty years. They were
half children, one-fourth men, and one-fourth women, and
go crowded when on the main deck that one could scarcely
Put his foot down withont stepping on them. The stench
rom the hold was fearful, and the filth and dirt npon their
persons indescribably offensive.

At first he of course knew nothing about them, and until
Gordon ehowed him, he was unable to stow them or feed
them—finally he learned how, but they were stowed =0
closely that during the entire voyage they appeared to be
in great sgony. The detalls are sickening, but as fair ex-
ponenta of the result of this close etowing, we will but men-
tion that running gores and cutaneous diseases of the most
painful a=s well as contagions character infected the entire
load. Decency was unthought of; privacy was gimply im-
poesible — nastiness and wretchedness reigned supreme.
From such a state of affaire we are not surprized to learn
that, during the passage of fifteen daye, twenty-nine of the
gufferers died, and were thrown overboard.

It was proved by one of the ecamen that he, with others,
shipped on the E'rie, believing her to be bound upon a
legitimate voysge, and that, when at sea they suspected,
from the nature of the cargo, that all was not right, which
euspieion they mentioned to the Captain (Gordon), who
gatisfied them by saying that he was on a lawful vo
that they had ehipped as sailors, and would do better to re-
turn to their duties than to talk to him,
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Subsequently they were told that they had shipped on a
glaver, and that for every negro safely landed they should
receive a dollar,

The negroes were taken on board the ehip on the Tth day
of August, 1560, and the entire operation of launching and
unloading nearly nine hundred negroes, occupied but three
quarters of an Lour, or lesa time than a sensible man would
require for his dinner. As the poor creatures came over
the eide Gondon would take them by the arm, and ehove
them here or there, as the caze might be, and if by :hangﬂ
their persons were covered from entire exposure by a strip
of rag, he would, with his knife, cut it off, fling it over-
board, and gend the wretch naked with his fellowe.

Several of the crew testified, all agreeing that Gordon
acted ns Captain: that he engaged them; that he ordered

“them; that hé promised them the $1 per capila; that he

superintended the bringing on board the negroes; and_th.-il.
he was, in fact, the mnster-spirit of the entire enterprize.

For this crime Gordon was arrested, tried, and,
mainly through the energy of District-Attorney
Smith, convicted, and sentenced to death. Im-
mense exertions were made by his friends and the
slave-trading interest to procure a pardon, or at
least a commutation of his sentence, from President
Lincoln, but without avail. He was sentenced to
die on 21st. We abridge the following account of
his last hours and execution [which we illustrate
on page 157 from the Herald and Times:

Harper’s Weekly, March 8, 1862 (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC01733.04)




Upcoming T'eacher Program

REFRAMING LINCOLN: MYTH, MEMORY, AND CHANGING NARRATIVES

The Reframing Lincoln Seminar: Myth, Memory, and Changing Narratives is a weeklong

PD event for up to 25 K—12 teachers at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum in Springtield, Illinois.

o Application Deadline: March 5, 2024

® Program Dates: July 21-26, 2024

® Location: Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, Springtield, Illinois
e [ead Scholar: Jonathan W. White

e Master Teacher: Justin Emrich




Upcoming Teacher Program

TEACHER SEMINARS ONLINE: SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE C1viL WAR ErA

Examine the origins of the Civil War, focusing on the role of slavery
and antislavery as factors of disunion; aspects of the war itself; and the
contested memory and legacy of the war, in both commemoration
and popular culture. Learn more and register at

gilderlehrman.org/teacherseminars.



http://gilderlehrman.org/teacherseminars

Upcoming Program

VIRTUAL RESEARCH NIGHT
DAVID MCCULLOUGH ESSAY PR1ZE CONTEST

Learn More!
We are hosting a Virtual Research Night on Thursday,
February 29, 2024, at 7 p.m. ET to support teachers and
students interested in learning more about the prize.

Register at gilderlehrman.org/virtual-research-night.




MA in American History

Registration for the Summer
2024 semester of the
Gettysburg College—Gilder
Lehrman MA in American
History opens Saturday,
March 16. Applications are

opcn Nnow.




Upcoming Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT:

® March 7, 2024: The Overland Trail with Dr. Sarah Keyes (University of Nevada, Reno)
o April 4, 2024: Japanese Servicemen in World War II with author Bruce Henderson
(winner of the 2022 Gilder Lehrman Military History Prize)

BOOK BREAKS: February 4 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
o Allen C. Guelzo will discuss his book Our Ancient Faith: Lincoln, Democracy,

and the American Experiment




