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Gilbert Endecavageh in the Battle of Attu

Six months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, on June 7th, 1942, Japan sought to continue

its naval offensive in the Pacific and landed in Kiska and Attu in Alaska.1 Despite originally

training at Fort Ord in California to fight in Africa, the 7th Infantry Division landed in Attu on

May 11th, 1943 to combat the Japanese invasion in two main places––Holtz Bay and Massacre

Bay.2 Now known as the Battle of Attu, the action lasted for eighteen days.3 In addition to

military conflict, the U.S. soldiers faced extreme weather conditions. They were unprepared for

winds over one hundred miles per hour, pouring rain, fog, and rugged terrain.4 Although the

Japanese used the climate and landscape to their advantage, the 7th Infantry Division was

ultimately able to corner them into defense positions at Holtz Bay and Chicago Harbor.5 The

final push of the Japanese defense on Attu was a Banzai charge on May 29th, a surprise suicidal

attack in a last-ditch effort to escape defeat.6 In spite of facing much adversity, the 7th Infantry

Division proved triumphant. The American victory in the Battle of Attu was crucial to the war

effort because of Attu’s strategic geographical importance; it helped the U.S. prevent any further
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advances from the Pacific and caused Japan to redistribute their forces and retreat.7 The Battle of

Attu was also a wakeup call for U.S military preparedness, as the U.S. subsequently made

several additions to their equipment, clothing, and rations.8 Despite the American success,

however, the Battle of Attu was also one of the deadliest.9 Many heroic Americans in the 7th ID

sacrificed their lives for the battle–––one of which being Gilbert Endecavageh.

On April 19th, 1920, Henry and Lulu Endecavageh gave birth to Gilbert

Endecavageh–––their fifth child.10 Gilbert grew up in Cook County in Lemont, IL with his two

older brothers, Robert and Lloyd, his two older sisters, Ethel and Isabelle, and his younger sister

Marion.11 After graduating from Lemont High School, at 5’ 8” and 168 lbs, Gilbert finally

enlisted in the army on October 9, 1941 in Chicago, IL.12 As a Pfc. soldier of the 17th Infantry

Regiment in the 7th ID, Gilbert landed in Massacre Bay on May 11th, 1943.13 As the U.S.

cornered the Japanese, Gilbert fearlessly fought up Massacre Valley in an effort towards Chicago

Harbor, even taking a bullet to the back and continuing to fight.14 Unfortunately, he was killed in

action on May 23rd.15 Although originally interred in Little Falls Cemetery on Attu, Gilbert was
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later moved to Sitka National Cemetery.16 Because of his sacrifice, Gilbert posthumously

received a Purple Heart award.17 While Gilbert is neither a prominent hero nor a highly-ranked

soldier, it is still necessary to honor his WWII legacy. After all, he not only sacrificed his life for

the good of his country in a crucial battle of WWII, but, by continuing to fight when severely

injured, also displayed determination and perseverance along the way.
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