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Our Team

* Sandy Trenholm - Collection Director

 Jermain Corbin - Educator at the Condon K-8 School in South
Boston

e Zoya Siddiqui - Curatorial Intern

e Allison Kraft - Assistant Curator
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During the Session

e If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A

feature.
e We will be answering audience questions throughout the

session.

For Security and Privacy

® Your microphone is automatically muted.
® Your camera is automatically turned off.



Today’s Documents

® Response of the Confederates
o Black Phalanx by James T.
Wilson
® Payinequities
o Black Phalanx by James T.
Wilson
o Letter by Sergeant Francis
Fletcher
e Newspaper accounts of the charge
against Battery Wagner
o Charleston Mercury
o Harper’s Weekly
® Prints depicting the charge against
Battery Wagner
O Currier & Ives
o Kurz & Allison
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Recruitment of Black Soldiers e Or A AERTCAN RIS TORY

July 2, 1862: Lincoln
shows the
preliminary draft of
the Emancipation
Proclamation to his
Cabinet.

July 17, 1862: The

Fall 1862: The January 1863: 1st May 22, 1863:
1st, 2rd, & 3rd South Carolina General Order No.
Louisiana Native  Infantry (African 143 establishes
Guard (Corps Descent) is raised  the Bureau of
d’Afrique) raised Colored Troops.
in Louisiana.

October 29, 1862: February 1863:

Militia Act of 1862 1st Kansas Colored Massachusetts
allows for the Infantry fights in Governor John
recruitment of Black the Battle of Island Andrew issues a call
soldiers when a Mound (Missouri). for Black soldiers.

state could not meet

its quota.
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From The Black Phalanx
Gilder Lehrman Collection

e Approximately 179,000 Black
men served in the Union Army.
(one-tenth of the army)

O

O O O O O O

175 USCT regiments

5th Massachusetts Cavalry
54th Massachusetts Infantry
55th Massachusetts Infantry
29th Connecticut Infantry
30th Connecticut Infantry
31st Infantry Regiment

e About 19,000 served in the
Union Navy.

® Roughly 20% of Black soldiers
died, a rate about 35% higher
than that of White Union troops.

16 Black soldiers received the

Medal of Honor.
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Recruitment for the 54th
Massachusetts Regiment began in
February 1863.

Many of the troops came from
places other than Massachusetts,
such as New York, Indiana, Ohio,
Canada and the Carribean.

On May 14, 1863, the regiment
had its full complement of 1007
enlisted men and 39 White
officers.

On May 28, 1863, the regiment
departed Boston.

On July 18, 1863, it experienced
its first major engagement at Fort
Wagner, South Carolina.
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BLAGK PHALANX;

A HISTORY OF THE

NEGRO SOLDIERS OF THE UNITED STATES

IN THE WARS OF

1775—1812, 1861-'65.
BY

JOSEPH T. WILSON,
LATE OF THE 2xp. REG'T. LA. NATIVE GUARD VOLS. S4rm MASS. VOLS.
AIDE-DE-CAMP TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF G, A. B,

AUTHOR OF
#EMANCIPATION,” “VOICE OF A NEW RACE,” “TWENTY-TWO YEARS OF
FREEDOM,” Exc., ETC.

56 ILLUSTRATIONS.

JOSEPH T. WILSON,
Of 2d Rex’t. La. N. G. Vols,, also 54th Mass. Vols, -
v it HARTFORD, CONN.:

AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY.
1888.

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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negros, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate
Government, issued the following proclamation:

« FrrsT.—That all commissioned officers in the command of said Benjamin F. But-
ler be declared not entitled to be cgnsidered as soldiers engaged in honorable warfare,
but as robbers and criminals, deserving death; and that they, and each of them, be,
whenever captured, reserved for execution.

«Spconn.—That the private soldiers and non-commissioned officers in the army of
gaid Benj. F. Butler, be considered as only instruments used for the commission of
erimes, perpetrated by his orders, and not as free agents; that they, therefore, be
treated when captured as prisoners of war, with kindness and humanity, and be sent
home on the usual parole; that they will in no manner aid or serve the United States in
any capacity during the continuance of war, unless duly exchanged.

! «“Purp.—That all negro slaves captured in arms be at once delivered over to the
executive authorities, of the respective States to which they belong. and to be dealt
with according to the laws of said States.

_ “FourTH.—That the like orders be executed in all cases with respect to all com-
missioned officers of the United States when found serving in company with said slaves
in insurrection against the authorities of the different States of this Confederacy.

Signed and sealed at Richmond, Dec. 23, 1862.
JEFFERSON DAVIS.”

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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«“Qpo. 4.~That every white person, being a commissioned officer, or
acting as such, who during the present war shall command negroes or
mulattoes in arms against the Confederate States, or who shall arm,
train, organize or prepare negroes Or mulattoes for military service
against the Confederate States, or who shall voluntarily use negroes or
mulattoes in any military enterprise, attack or conflict, in such service,
shall be deemed as inciting servile insurrection, and shall, if captured, be
put to death, or to be otherwise punished at the discretion of the court.

“Qpc. 5.—Bvery person, being a commissioned officer, or acting as
such in the service of the enemy, who shall during the present war, ex-
cite, attempt to excite, or cause to be excited a servile insurrection, or
who shall incite, or cause to be incited a slave to rebel, shall, if captured,
be put to death, or otherwise punished at the discretion of the court.

“Spe. 6.—Every person charged with an offence punishable under the
preceeding resolutions shall, during the present war, be tried before the
military court, attached to the army or corps by the troops of which he
ghall have been captured, or by such other military court as the Presi-
dent may direct, and in such manner and under such regulations as the
President shall prescribe; and after conviction, the President may com-
mute the punishment in such manner and on such terms as he may deem
proper.

SEc. 7T.—~All negroes and mulattoes who shall be engaged in war, or
be taken in arms against the Confederate States, or shall give aid or
comfort to the enemies of the Confederate States, shall, where captured
in the Confederate States, be delivered to authorities of the State or
States in which they shall be captured, to be dealt with according to
such present or future laws of such State or States.”

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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MEN OF COLOR

® Received $10 per month from TO ARMS! TO ARMS!
which was deducted a uniform an on Nnvnn
charge of S3 - net pay S7 per Tht s o ot o 17 i e o
month Three Yeary’ .“Serv ice!

e White soldiers received $13 per e P

mess.  But now our relations to the white race are changed. Now, lhvn
to arms!

month. : : FAII. NOW, & OUR RACE IS llﬂIIMED
® To protest this, the entire '

regiment (officers and enlisted
men) refused to accept their

pay.

Private Collection



The Black Phalanx G T

It was no longer a question of doubt as to the valor
of Northern negroes. - The assault on Fort Wagner com-
pletely removed any prejudice that had been exhibited
toward negro troops in the Department of the South.
General Gillmore immediately issued an order forbidding
any distinction to be made among troops in his com-
mand. So that while the black Phalanx had lost hun-
dreds of its members, it nevertheless won equality in all
things save the pay. The Government refused to place
them on a footing even with their Southern brothers, who
received $7 per month and the white troops $13. How-
ever, they were not fighting for pay, as “Stonewall” of
Company C argued, but for the ‘freedom of our kin.”
Nobly did they do this, not only at Wagner, as we have
seen, but in the battles on James Island, Honey Hill, Olus-
tee and at Boykin’s Mill.

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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Sargent Francis Fletcher on Equal Pay »mo e mes

“Just one year ago to day our regt
was received in Boston with almost
an ovation, and at 5 P. M. it will be
one year since we were safely on
board transport clear of Battery
Wharf and bound to this Department:
in that one year no man of our
regiment has received a cent of
monthly pay all through the glaring
perfidy of the U.S. Gov’t. | cannot any
more condemn nor recite our
wrongs, but console myself that One
who is able has said vengeance is
mine and | will repay. All the misery
and degradation suffered in our
regiment by its members’ families is
not atoned for by the passage of the
bill for equal pay.”

Gilder Lehrman Collection



THE GILDER LEHRMAN

FO]/'t deney’) Soutb Cd VOll.ﬂd INSTITUTE of AMERICAN HISTORY

e July 18, 1863 - 5,000 Union soldiers charged Battery Wagner in
Charleston Harbor; 1,800 Confederates defended the fort.

® At dusk, 600 men in the
54th Massachusetts led
the assault on the fort.

® The 54th breached the
fort, but were forced to
draw back.

e They suffered 270
casualties (dead,
missing, captured, and
wounded)

e Overall, Union forces
suffered 1,515
casualties and
Confederates had 174. siider tehrman Collection
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| and ended with retreat.. The Fifty-fourth Massachusetis
(colored) found a place lower down, and charged bravely
over the parapet, their officers urging them fo distinguish
themselves. But the rebels made'a dash at them with all
their bitter feelings against.negro troops aroused, and neg-
lected all else for a moment in attacking the negroes, They
took some prisoners, slaughtered many; bayonets clashed
and muskets rattled, and the Massachusetts blacks got be-
wildered. They barely saved one of their flags, and the
staff of another, and theén, with thinned ranks, retreated’
through the showers of iron" hail, leaving their Colonel in
the fort, many officers unaccounted for, and many black '
bodies, lifeless or disabled, along theirtrack. All the other
regiments got, wholly or inpart, on or over the parapets,
but all were finally forced to flee, The contest on their
part was a short but bloody one. Had these regiments held

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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ust as darkness began to close 1n upon the gcene of the
afternoon and the evening, General Strong rode to the
front and ordered his brigade, consisting of the 54th Masaa-
chusetts, Colonel Shaw (colored regiment); the 6th Con-
THE ATTACI{ ON‘ FORT necticut, Colonel Chatfield; the 4Sth New York, Colonel
_ Barton; the 3d New Hampshire, Colonel Juckson: the T6th
\VAGNE R Pennzylvania, and the 9th Maine, Colonel Emery, to ad-
? vance to the assault. At the instant the line was seen
elowly advancing in the dusk toward the fort, and before
a double-quick had been ordered, a tremendous fire from
the barbette guns on Fort Sumter, from the batteries on
Cummings' Point, and from all the guns on Fort Wagner,
opened upon it. The guns from Wagner swept the beach,
and thoee from Sumter and Cummings' Point enfiladed it
on the left. In the midst of this terrible ehower of shot
= and =hell they pushed their way, reached the fort, portions
' ; - of the 54th Massachusetts, the Gth Connecticut, and the
o Lo — gl 45th New York, dashed throngh the ditches, gained the
' SULLVAY S ‘ parapety and engaged in a hand-to-hand fight with the
R enemy, and for nearly half an hour held their ground, and
did not fall back until nearly every commissioned officer
was ghot down. As on the morning of the assault of the
11th inst., these brave men were exposed to o most galling
fire of grape and canister, from howitzers, raking the
ditehes from the bastions of the fort, from hand-grenades,
and from almost every other modern implement of war-
fare. The rebels fonght with the utmost desperation, and
g0 did the larger portion of General Strong's brigade, as
. z lo%las lhoire \:)as an officer to command it,
: g = 2 v ‘ ien the brigade made the assault General Stron
/ JAMES |SLAND - ‘—3\0\ = gnllnntl{i lr)?de]at it: head. When it fell back, broken!f
= : torn, and bleeding, Major Plimpton of the 3d New Hamp-
CHARLESTON HARBOR. = b ghire was the highest cﬂn)miﬂﬂi(?ﬂed officer to command ilt.
! BY A REFUGEE. W od ¢ : ' Genernl Strong, Colonel Shaw, Colonel Chatficld, Colonel
- 3 = ‘ Barton, Colonel Green, Colonel Jackson, all had fallen.
A SOALE OF MILES. Q% \ The D4th Massachuselts (negro), whom Copperhead offi-
L ==t : = = q ' cers would have cﬂ}ltlz(lltlff)“’tlrdl); if they had stormed and
: e = B carried the gates of hell, went boldly into battle. for th
THE HARBOR OF CHARLESTON, SHO\VII\B(:();I:{I;SSICSI;:\[;DO.F GENERAL GILMORE S OPERATIONS ON ﬁe('()nd tin](g‘gmnlmlln(le(l hy their hn“-(, Colone“ I-;Ut ;ﬂtrlng
ont of it led by no higher officer than the boy, Licutenant,
1iggingon.
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Images of the
Charge

FiRuE FER A e e e T D o T S Trd T T 752 WASEAU STREW TORR

THE GALLANT CHARGE OF THE FIFTY FOURTH MASSACHUSETTS (COLORED) REGIMENT.
Un the Rebel works at Fort Wagner, Morris fsland. near Charleston, July 187 1863, and death of Colonel Robt G. Shaw.
Currier & lves, The Gallant Charge of the Fifty Fourth
Massachusetts Colored Regiment, 1863
Gilder Lehrman Collection

Kurz & Allison, Storming Fort Wagner, 1890.
Gilder Lehrman Collection
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“I knew Colonel Shaw before
the war, and then esteemed
him. Had he been in command
of white troops, | should have
given him an honorable burial;
as it is, I shall bury him in the
common trench with the
negroes who fell with him”.

-Gen. Johnson Hagood

Library of Congress
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This was six days after the unsurpassed bravery of the
54th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers—representing
the North in the black Phalanx—had planted its blood-
stained banner on the ramparts of Fort Wagner. It was
the Southern negroes, who, up to this time, had reddened
the waters of the Mississippi. It was the freedman’s blood

that had moistened the soil, and if ignorance could be so
intrepid still greater daring might be expected on the part
of the more intelligent men of the race.

The assault on Fort Wagner, July 18, 1863, was one
of the most heroic of the whole four years’ war. A very
graphic account of the entire movement is given in the
following article:

Gilder Lehrman Collection
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“The White Officers taking life and
honor in their hands cast in their lot
with men of a despised race unproven
in war and risked death as inciters of
servile insurrection if taken prisoners
besides encountering all the common
perils of camp march and battle. The
Black rank and file volunteered when
disaster clouded the Union Cause.
Served without pay for eighteen
months till given that of white troops.
Faced threatened enslavement if
captured. Were brave in action.
Patient under heavy and dangerous
labors. And cheerful amid hardships
and privations. Together they gave to
the Nation and the World undying
proof that Americans of African
descent possess the pride, courage
and devotion of the patriot soldier.
One hundred and eighty thousand
such Americans enlisted under the
Union Flag in MDCCCLXIII-MDCCCLXV.
[1863-1865]"

Photo courtesy of Allison Kraft

Inscription on monument by Charles
W. Eliot, president of Harvard
University
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e Inside the Vault, Thursday, July 29 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m.
PT)
o We will be discussing the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act.

® Book Breaks, Sunday, July 18 at 2 p.m. (11 a.m. PT)
O Anna Malaika Tubbs discusses her book The Three
Mothers: How the Mothers of Martin Luther King, Jr,
Malcolm X, and James Baldwin Shaped a Nation.



