
Inside the Vault:
Highlights from the Gilder Lehrman Collection

July 29, 2021

The session will start shortly. Please note:

• Your video and audio will automatically turn off.

• You can participate through the Q&A function.

• If you have technical difficulties, please email 

collectionprograms@gilderlehrman.org so we can assist you.



• Sandy Trenholm - Collection Director

• Karalee Wong Nakatsuka - 2019 California History Teacher of 
the Year

• Meagan Jenkins - Curatorial Intern 

• Allison Kraft - Assistant Curator 

Our Team



● If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A 
feature.

● We will be answering audience questions throughout the 
session.

For Security and Privacy

● Your microphone is automatically muted.
● Your camera is automatically turned off.

During the Session



Today’s 
Documents

• Chinatown Declared a 
Nuisance!

• Report from the House of 
Representatives

• “The Chinese Question” 
• Paper Son Interrogation
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Chinese Immigration to the U.S.

● Chinese immigration begins with the Gold Rush in 
1849. 

● By 1850, approximately 25,000 Chinese 
immigrants resided in California (mostly in San 
Francisco).

● A series of famines from the 1850s to the 1870s 
in China prompted immigration.

● Burlingame Treaty of 1868 between the United 
States and China 
○ Allowed Chinese people to immigrate and 

travel within the US 
○ Promised protection for Chinese people in 

the US
○ Gave citizens of both countries access to 

education while living in the other country 
○ Protected trades done in Chinese ports and 

cities 
○ Initiated the right for China to appoint 

consuls in American port cities
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Leading Up to Chinese Exclusion 

○ 1853 Foreigner Miners’ Tax -
California levied $4/month tax on 
foreign miners.

○ 1854 People v. Hall - California 
Supreme Court ruled that Chinese 
people could not testify in court 
against White citizens.

○ 1875 Page Act - makes it 
extremely difficult for Chinese 
women to enter the country.

○ 1880 Angell Treaty - recognized 
the US’s power to regulate labor 
emigration from China.
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● 15,000 Chinese men worked on the Transcontinental Railroad.
● The Workingmen’s Party of California felt Chinese laborers 

accepted lower wages than White workers.
○ Actively campaigned to remove Chinese from the United 

States
● The Panic of 1873 caused frustration among the White working 

class, who saw Chinese workers as the perfect scapegoat for the 
plummeting economy. 

Chinese Labor
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Report of the House 
of Representatives, 
1890



House of Representatives Report
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Chinatown Declared a Nuisance!, 1880

Anti-Chinese propaganda

• Isaac S. Kalloch
• Board of Health
• Workingmen’s Party

Describes Chinese people 
as evil and “documents” 
ways they were dangerous 
to the public health.
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Report of the Workingmen’s Party

Gilder Lehrman Collection 

Dupont Street
Library of Congress



Massacres of Los Angeles 
and Rock Spring
Los Angeles, California

● Tensions became high between rival 
groups in an immigrant sector of Los 
Angeles, which led to a shootout.

● In the chaos, a White man was killed and 
the White residents began to riot.

● 10 White men were convicted and 
charged with manslaughter, but the 
convictions were later overturned.

● It became the largest mass lynching in 
American history.

Rock Spring, Wyoming

● White workers at Union Pacific Railroad 
mines grew angry that the railroad used 
Chinese workers to keep wages low. 

● They attacked and murdered Chinese 
residents and burned down their homes.
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“The Chinese Question” 
by Thomas Nast, 1871
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The Chinese Exclusion Act,1882

● May 6, 1882 - signed into law by 
President Chester A. Arthur
○ First major restriction of 

immigration into the US
○ Based on race
○ Barred most Chinese immigrants 

from entering the country for 10 
years

○ Prevented Chinese immigrants 
from becoming US citizens

● 1892 - extended for ten years by the 
Geary Act

● 1904 - Made permanent by Theodore 
Roosevelt

● Repealed in 1943

● 1882- Fundraising for the Statue of 
Liberty began

● 1883 - Emma Lazarus published  
“The New Colossus” 
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Senator Hannibal Hamlin, 1879
Speech against Chinese Exclusion, 

February 15, 1879 

“I am willing to admit them to naturalization. 
I think all persons who come here to make 
their permanent home ought to participate in 
our Government, ought to be citizens, and 
ought to have the right of franchise conferred 
upon them. I voted for it once; I will vote for 
it again; and, I believe, Mr. President, that if 
you will treat these people upon the Pacific 
slope with common humanity they will 
assimilate, not, perhaps, as readily as other 
nationalities, to our institutions, but within a 
reasonable time.” 

“I shall vote against the measure, and I leave 
that vote the last legacy to my children that 
they may esteem it the brightest act of my 
life.” 
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Chinese Fight Back in Court

Library of Congress

● Over 10,000 lawsuits filed between 
1882 and 1905 regarding Immigration & 
Civil Rights

● Many cases argued violations of the 
Fourteenth Amendment: 
○ “nor shall any State deprive any 

person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction 
the equal protection of the laws.”

● United States v. Wong Kim Ark, March 
28, 1898 - established birthright 
citizenship in the US



Paper Sons and Daughters

● The 1906 San Francisco earthquake 
and fire destroyed City Hall and its 
records.

● This created an opportunity for 
Chinese immigration.
○ Chinese Americans could bring 

relatives into the US.
○ Immigrants pretended to be 

relatives of Chinese Americans to 
gain entry into the US

● The terms “paper son” and “paper 
daughter” refer to Chinese immigrants 
who acquired this documentation.

● At immigration stations, authorities 
interrogated people to find illegal 
immigrants with fraudulent 
documentation.

Courtesy of Karalee Wong Nakatsuka 



Paper Son Interrogation 
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Wong Chun Ning (1906-1997)

Courtesy of Karalee Wong Nakatsuka 

● 1923 - Immigrated as a Paper 
Son 
○ Real age: 17 
○ Paper age: 19 
○ Traveled with the real son of 

his paper father 
● Worked in the wholesale 

produce business
● Returned to China in 1929 

match-made marriage
○ Wife was able to come to 

the US due to a 1925 
revision in the immigration 
law

● Had 7 children and 21 
grandchildren

“China to America on the President Wilson, 
landed November 12, 1923.
America to China on the President Grant, 
departed March 1, 1929.

Departed Hong Kong September 18, 1929
China to America on the Shimpo Maru, 
returned October 14, 1929.” 



Chinese Immigration in the 
20th Century

Courtesy of Karalee Wong Nakatsuka 

● 1943 - the Magnuson Act repealed the 
Chinese exclusion Act but established a 
quota
○ Only 105 ethnically Chinese 

immigrants that would be allowed 
into the US regardless of country of 
origin

○ Allowed some Chinese residents to 
become citizens

● 1965 - The Immigration and Nationality 
Act abolished National Origins Formula 

● 1966 - the term “model minority” first 
used by sociologist William Petersen in the 
New York Times Magazine
○ Describes groups that achieved a high 

level of success in the United States
○ Has the consequence of denigrating 

other ethinic groups



Upcoming Programs

● Inside the Vault, Thursday, August 12 at 7 p.m. ET (4 

p.m. PT)

○ We will be discussing Robert F. Kennedy’s report 

on civil rights with Lois MacMillan.

● Book Breaks, Sunday, August 1 at 2 p.m. (11 a.m. PT)

○ Clint Smith discusses his book How the Word Is 

Passed: A Reckoning with the History of Slavery 

across America.



Student Transcription Project

• Do the work of a historian by transcribing historical 
documents - both print and manuscript.

• Help make documents accessible to students, teachers, 
and the general public

• Earn volunteer credit
• Current projects include: Black Lives in the Founding Era, 

Civil War, World War II,and the  Alaska Gold Rush
• Learn more at: transcribe.gilderlehrman.org


