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The session will start shortly. Please note:
• Your video and audio will automatically turn off.
• You can participate through the Q&A function.
• If you have technical difficulties, please email collectionprograms@gilderlehrman.org so 

we can assist you.



● Sandy Trenholm - Collection Director

● Jermain Corbin - Educator at the Condon K-8 School in South 
Boston

● Bryson Bruce - Lafayette/Jefferson in the National Tour of 
Hamilton

● Meagan Jenkins - Curatorial Intern 

● Zoya Siddiqui - Curatorial Intern 

Our Team



● If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A 
feature.

● We will be answering audience questions throughout the 
session.

For Security and Privacy

● Your microphone is automatically muted.
● Your camera is automatically turned off.

During the Session



Today’s Documents

● Preparation Packet from Medical Committee 
for Civil Rights, 1963

● Excerpt from Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech
● Excerpt from John Lewis’s speech
● In Freedom’s Vanguard, Report for 1963
● Pacific Stars and Stripes, August 30, 1963



● 1941 - A. Philip Randolph called 
for a march on Washington to 
end segregation in defense 
industry 
○ Cancelled when FDR issued 

an executive order forming 
the Fair Employment 
Practices Commission

● 1957 - 25,000 participated in 
Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom 

● 1958 – 10,000 people 
participated in Youth March for 
Integrated Schools

Origins of the march 

Library of Congress



Planning the march 

Bayard Rustin speaking at a protest 
Library of Congress

● Organizers knew it had to be highly 
organized in order to be successful.

● Over 200 people helped Bayard Rustin 
organize the march.

● Rustin trained marshals to help guide 
the crowd, created an organizing 
manual, raised money, and coordinated 
transportation.

● It took less than three months to plan.

● Sponsored by five main civil rights 
organizations

o National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
o Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
o National Urban League 
o Student Non-Violent Coordination Committee (SNCC)
o Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)



The March on Washington

Top: Marchers at the National Mall 
Bottom: Organizers at the White House
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● Took place on August 28, 1963
● Combined: 

● A. Philip Randolph’s march for 
jobs 

● MLK’s march for freedom  
● Over 250,000 people attended

○ Original estimate was 100,000 
attendees 

● Speakers included Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., A. Philip 
Randolph, and a 23-year-old John 
Lewis 

● Event was peaceful
● After the march, organizers met 

with President Kennedy and Vice 
President Johnson 



Ronnie Lott Director of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute & 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Centennial Professor of History

Dr. Clayborne Carson



Medical Committee for Civil Rights
Organizing Documents
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We Shall Overcome
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Members of the Medical Committee for Civil Rights 
at the March on Washington

Library of Congress



Goals of the march 
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Martin Luther King Jr.’s Speech
“Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand 
today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a 
great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the 
flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of 
their captivity.

“But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, 
the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the 
chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely 
island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred 
years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society and 
finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come here today to dramatize 
a shameful condition.

“In a sense we’ve come to our nation’s capital to cash a check. When the 
architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every 
American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black men as 
well as white men, would be guaranteed the ‘unalienable Rights’ of ‘Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.’” 

Source: npr.org/2010/01/18/122701268/i-have-a-dream-speech-in-its-entirety



John Lewis’s Speech
“We march today for jobs and freedom, but we have nothing to be proud of.  For 
hundreds and thousands of our brothers are not here, for they are receiving 
starvation wages, or no wages at all.  While we stand here, there are 
sharecroppers in the Delta of Mississippi who are out in the fields working for less 
than three dollars a day, twelve hours a day.  While we stand here there are 
students in jail on trumped-up charges.  Our brother James Farmer, along with 
many others, is also in jail. We come here today with a great sense of misgiving.”

“To those who have said, ‘Be patient and wait,’ we have long said that we cannot 
be patient. We do not want our freedom gradually, but we want to be free now!  
We are tired. We are tired of being beaten by policemen. We are tired of seeing 
our people locked up in jail over and over again, and then you holler, ‘Be patient.’  
How long can we be patient? We want our freedom and we want it now. 

“We do not want to go to jail. But we will go to jail if this is the price we must pay 
for love, brotherhood, and true peace. I appeal to all of you to get into this great 
revolution that is sweeping this nation. Get in and stay in the streets of every city, 
every village and hamlet of this nation until true freedom comes, until the 
revolution of 1776 is complete. We must get in this revolution and complete the 
revolution. For in the Delta in Mississippi, in southwest Georgia, in the Black Belt 
of Alabama, in Harlem, in Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, and all over this nation, 
the black masses are on the march for jobs and freedom.”

Source: billmoyers.com/content/two-versions-of-john-lewis-speech/#original



In Freedom’s Vanguard, Report for 1963
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Pacific Stars and Stripes 
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Pacific Stars and Stripes

Gilder Lehrman Collection



Kennedy’s response
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Legacy of the march 
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“NOW WHAT? The nation has reason to 
heave a sigh of relief. The massive Negro
march on Washington went off in a peaceful 
manner, and its smaller counterpart in 
Austin was a mild affair. Only a handful of 
whites showed up in Austin for the Indignant 
White Citizens march. We are pleased that 
the white people in Austin showed good 
judgement. In Washington, a number of 
Negro speakers at the Lincoln Memorial 
criticized congress and even President 
Kennedy for not doing more towards civil 
rights. The crowd was estimated at more 
than 175,000. Those in charge of that 
massive march are entitled to 
congratulations for excellent organization. 
Now we’ll see what good it does.” 

El Paso Times, August 29, 1963 



● Registration now open! 
● Classes for students grades K-12

○ Hamilton Cast Read Along (elementary-age students and 
families)

○ History Camp: Life in Colonial Times (3rd-5th grade)
○ Immigration and the American Story (6th-12th grade)
○ History in the Making (6th-12th grade)
○ The Global Cold War (6th-12th grade)
○ APUSH: The Remix (9th-12th grade)
○ AP US Government and Politics: Foundational Documents 

(9th-12th grade)



Upcoming Programs

● Inside the Vault, Thursday, June 17 at 7 p.m. ET (4 

p.m. PT)

○ We will be discussing Fighting for the Rights of 

Black Lives in the Founding Era. 

● Book Breaks, June 6 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)

○ Carolyn Eastman discusses her book The Strange 

Genius of Mr. O: The World of the United States’ 

First Forgotten Celebrity


