
Inside the Vault:
The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy

November 4, 2021

The session will start shortly. Please note:
• Your video and audio will automatically turn off.
• You can participate through the Q&A function.
• If you have technical difficulties, please email collectionprograms@gilderlehrman.org so 

we can assist you.



Panelists

● Sandy Trenholm - Collection Director

● Dr. Barbara Perry - Gerald L. Baliles Professor and Director of 
Presidential Studies at the University of Virginia’s Miller Center

● Jermain Corbin - History Educator at the Condon K-8 School in 
South Boston

● Shelby Miller - Curatorial Intern

● Allison Kraft - Assistant Curator

Our Team



● If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A 
feature.

● We will be answering audience questions throughout the 
session.

For Security and Privacy

● Your microphone is automatically muted.
● Your camera is automatically turned off.

During the Session



Today’s Documents

● The Ticker Tape from the Day John F. Kennedy was assassinated
● “We Are . . . the Watchmen on the Walls of Freedom”
● President Johnson’s Proclamation of a National Day of Mourning



Why was Kennedy in Dallas?

• Presidential Election

• Appealing to Southern 
Voters

• Civil Rights

• Stance on Communism

President Kennedy’s Rocking Chair.
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Ticker Tape of  the Day Kennedy Was 
Killed

• Dow Jones Ticker Tape from 
November 22, 1963

• 6.5 inches wide
• Consists of fifteen sheets -

the longest sheet measures 
57 inches

• Covers events from 9:00 a.m. 
through 4:59 p.m.

• Includes a variety of news 
from the day
• Political news
• Agriculture news
• International news
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President Kennedy Shot
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President Kennedy Shot
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Announcement That Kennedy Had Died

Priests say Kennedy dead
Dallas –AP– two priests who were with Kennedy say he 

is dead of bullet wounds

Add– Kennedy dead
–Washn –AP– government sources said today that 

President Kennedy is dead
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Lee Harvey Oswald Captured
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“We Are . . . the 
Watchmen on the Walls of 
Freedom”

• This is the speech that was 
supposed to be given by 
Kennedy on November 22, 
1963, in the Trade Mart in 
Dallas, Texas.

• It covered topics such as 
Communism, American 
strength, and nuclear war.
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Watchmen Speech Highlight
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Watchmen Speech Highlight
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Watchmen Speech Highlight
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Johnson’s Proclamation

● November 23 - President  
Lyndon Johnson issued his first 
presidential proclamation. 

● In a statement broadcast on 
television and radio, he 
declared November 25, 1963, 
the day of President 
Kennedy’s funeral, a national 
day of mourning.



Johnson Eulogizes Kennedy

A man of wisdom, strength, and peace, he moulded and moved the 
power of our Nation in the service of a world of growing liberty and order. 
All who love freedom will mourn his death.

As he did not shrink from his responsibilities, but welcomed them, so he 
would not have us shrink from carrying on his work beyond this hour of 
national tragedy.

He said it himself: ‘The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to 
this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it -- and the glow 
from that fire can truly light the world.’”

“He upheld the faith of our 
fathers, which is freedom for all 
men. He broadened the frontiers 
of that faith, and backed it with 
the energy and the courage which 
are the mark of the Nation he led.

Courtesy of Ron Cogswell. Grave of John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy,  Arlington National Cemetery,  March 2013 (Flickr)



Giving Tuesday

Please support the Gilder Lehrman Institute on Giving Tuesday 
or as part of our year-end appeal. All donations, no matter the 
size, will help the Institute maintain its free programming and 
resources that benefit thousands of teachers, students, and 
history lovers like you. Thank you in advance for your 
generosity!

gilderlehrman.org/support



Upcoming Programs

● Inside the Vault, Thursday, December 2 at 7 p.m. 

ET (4 p.m. PT)

○ Dr. Victoria Phillips joins us to discuss anti-

communist trading cards: Fight the Red Menace: 

Children’s Crusade Against Communism.

● Learn more about upcoming programs such as 

Book Breaks, EduHam Online, and other free 

resources by visiting our website.


