John Adams describes George Washington’s ten talents, 1807

Introduction

Eight years after George Washington’s death, John Adams penned this letter to Benjamin Rush
explaining why George Washington was considered a hero by the American people. He wrote it
on November 11, 1807, in response to a letter from Rush that described Washington as “self-
taught in all the arts which gave him his immense elevation above all his fellow citizens.”*
Adams disagreed. The physical “talents” Adams attributes to Washington include a “handsome
Face,” an “elegant Form,” and “graceful Attitudes and Movement”—all features Adams himself
could not claim. He concludes:

Here you See | have made out ten Talents without saying a Word about Reading
Thinking or writing, upon all which Subjects you have Said all that need be Said. —
You See | Use the word Talents in a larger Sense than usual, comprehending every
Advantage. Genius Experience, Learning, Fortune Birth, Health are all Talents,
though I know not how, the Word has been lately confined to the faculties of the
Mind.

The bitterness Adams displays may have had more to do with his own lack of public recognition
than a dislike of Washington himself.

Excerpt

Self taught or Book learned in the Arts, our Hero was much indebted to his Talents for “his
immense elevation above his Fellows.” Talents? you will say, what Talents? | answer. 1. An
handsome Face. That this is a Talent, I can prove by the authority of a thousand Instances in all
ages: and among the rest Madame Du Barry who said Le veritable Royaute est la Beaute. 2. A
tall Stature, like the Hebrew Sovereign chosen because he was taller by the Head than the other
Jews. 3 An elegant Form. 4. graceful Attitudes and Movement: 5. a large imposing Fortune
consisting of a great landed Estate left him by his Father and Brother, besides a large Jointure
with his Lady, and the Guardianship of the Heirs of the great Custis Estate, and in addition to all
this, immense Tracts of Land of his own acquisition. There is nothing, except bloody Battles and
Splendid Victories, to which Mankind bow down with more reverence than to great fortune.
They think it impossible that rich Men especially immensely rich Men, Should Submit to the

trouble of Serving them but from the most benevolent and disinterested Motives. . . . Such is

! John A. Schutz and Douglass Adair, eds., The Spur of Fame (San Marino, CA: The Huntington Library, 1966), 95.
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their Love of the Marvellous, and Such their Admiration of uncommon Generosity that they will
believe extraordinary pretensions to it and the Pope Says, Si bonus Populus vult decipi,
decipiatur. Washington however did not deceive them. | know not that they gave him more credit
for disinterestedness, than he deserved, though they have not given many others so much. 6.
Washington was a Virginian. This is equivalent to five Talents. Virginian Geese are all Swans.
Not a Bearne in Scotland is more national, not a Lad upon the High Lands is more clannish, than
every Virginian | have ever known. They trumpet one another with the most pompous and
mendacious Panegyricks. The Phyladelphians and New Yorkers who are local and partial enough
to themselves are meek and modest in Comparison with Virginian Old Dominionisms
Washington of course was extolled without bounds. 7. Washington was preceeded by favourable
Anecdotes. The English had used him ill, in the Expedition of Braddock. They had not done
Justice to his Bravery and good Council They had exaggerated and misrepresented his defeat and
Capitulation: which interested the Pride as well as compassion of Americans in his favour. . . . 8
He possessed the Gift of Silence. This | esteem as one of the most precious Talents. 9. He had
great Self Command. It cost him a great Exertion Sometimes, and a constant Constraint, but to
preserve So much Equanimity as he did, required a great Capacity. 10. Whenever he lost his
temper as he did Sometimes, either Love or fear in those about him induced them to conceal his
Weakness from the World. Here you See | have made out ten Talents without saying a Word
about Reading Thinking or writing, upon all which Subjects you have Said all that need be Said.
—You See | Use the word Talents in a larger Sense than usual, comprehending every Advantage.
Genius Experience, Learning, Fortune Birth, Health are all Talents, though I know not how, the
Word has been lately confined to the faculties of the Mind.

Questions for Discussion

Read the introduction and the excerpt or the full transcript and view the image of the letter. Then
apply your knowledge of American history to answer the following questions and engage in the
suggested activity:

1. From your reading of the letter, how would you describe Adams—as an admirer of
George Washington or jealous of Washington’s reputation? Explain your response.

2. How does Adams explain his decision to omit reading, thinking, and writing in his list of
Washington’s talents?

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org



http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

John Adams describes George Washington’s ten talents, 1807

Note: The teacher should arrange the following suggested activity.

e Students should be placed in small groups and randomly assigned two or three of
the ten talents Adams listed in his letter to Benjamin Rush. There can be overlap
of talents between groups.

e Students should discuss the talents they were assigned and then reword the
phrasing and vocabulary so that each numbered talent will be understandable to
peers.

e Inadebriefing session, the groups will each receive copies of all the talents and
then discuss their group findings. Students and the teacher will then determine
acceptable “translations” and interpretations.

e Students should then revisit the first question above and write an argumentative
paragraph supporting their response, using evidence from the prior classroom
discussion.

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org



http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

John Adams describes George Washington’s ten talents, 1807

Image

uﬁ, d{cm%fﬁ’y;(pr -é_m.c' ‘:Z;-zl.f.a(;' | sy L ' |
. S &-,., bofps Mhon recaph of %7 cur Soispar, off Hn 31 of PolrbeSippos
ot  eiHlir :*70u 1.‘}4.«4 ?'&&1-'-‘7 of %&7“’”""} i “"""‘—'7 A j:‘/ﬁ"-'m?m'mr)

L B cnde Pk s vias ik Gty cnplog L e e
AW ey, Oriy ) Fave bee A rriariyiia AF Pty bacid phlisy, obslvinct Hint o
{:-fu # « g enss! oo Hoay wolil : (8“"""‘)" .,._‘\_((3.’/.'.-5’3.-.4._..;, ol
TR Y e w:{h“ ket e, Stk ym*? GV angy
. Port g How Il 7

;w ;u
/
o 6’,““;‘ _,__,v_[ jwrw.fﬁ/

1.4—(%(!‘1%#‘# ;--4 u‘-"fn’,mvr-;t.n. ad T eed /é'.l AU

: : S i i A
OF pourhs lis Kot Sosrad Lornss bty o s waa st 40"’:7
il S 5»«\&..“‘,,_.,»; Liask Bce ok (s = Toeid cnt??s MW
g 7 A g e D, et i By Lt Sos 7>
abront  finn sreae C/CTALL - T esrgirie a
/f:.c-, %;»M-n/ur':téf'-w—-.n.vlﬁ.& -" | /‘——Jn‘;(
el K Ahas  Haxs ..’(/é; é—f"“‘*h -.r-—..,&.-.,' |

Y Lean 2 HM-" e’
/u.:rf".om '_6‘-0-’",&,..: %1’&;

. Lo Nl el Fia E:: r-(&:.u}., wsd .
>, NG f:“ g oo
A -.-’u':fv“‘--‘- ’A s an"‘; dl

M;/MJ‘"% .,fz.‘tr'gi}.d P

% f'. A’/nﬁ' > & JL-M\-(I ’z‘:
o ot A St Phoy Y otpic
v Py S stonds s

8t int Tl gy Font

T B iy W e

- Mv:-v-ét-;d‘ d_h‘d, M ;{J"fa—v'oz

= Yows 0"‘!‘"{7“1 ) fn Jc bl Apa ?@MAM‘L-“ .

. # . y B | e X
) A o
# | P M\J [ . a
w-l.-..j e, 2 el - ; (. e w-ﬁwma.,a_.,ld z:

[ aad

. M‘,.; JHM, “\r-'n e, ¢ Mﬂ‘m A:' %.:."-‘*
e T J‘, S P e ‘x-,wl,‘__{'. Sfed ran g £t MM&"‘" Aas

: -, ¢ T hal bt
BEAE - T T DRI A R e
: . 'e'; Lo %M Hosn is ,-._."’}.4.2 T i Y ala s axatinal ex /176"“ ""‘;(‘é/lmdf—nu{,.
et 1o, Dnsbets vonsrih P Bt e, Gty Ko Pt Pk
Mﬂ’ “""“_ ""H hrettae, ﬂ{n\-o?u—r! fﬁl“u_ P Ay .fa%.&. %ﬂ & vt 20 o
‘/n.-..f-'. « %ﬂd#& 7P 17 ST S 4 e .f‘ufdbd'u——j i p bk Aam. ”56-74/4«

John Adams to Benjamin Rush, November 11, 1807, p. 1. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00424)

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org



http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

John Adams describes George Washington’s ten talents, 1807

a diowdi il adiiy %“74 Haln yis dua o ""‘-"‘t')‘:“f"; ok o, Can 2o,
M«.I—-—&y L s Kt ';“]C'("'“‘&""‘ = ok “‘"“"""‘“‘-"-mf:a-u( ,/K‘ 1;7"/"“‘:.* s Z
'&&‘“_&w H /’tu,?_.,. A‘ "W"Mwmw ou4off{q;7 ff- Al Fwu, “"‘4"’}"-—-040(»?' lw
Lotliinn, TTAbll s il W Sollinas Tisily ok of 2ry [Pty PRt Sk g
dZ;.gAcp, st ""“':"t. )

J# /Mf‘[ P ﬁd‘f‘ &af”g.{ rln fﬁ’(- ’i?‘f.’d) W’#Wl bl hm,{ mm{;/}t /{WJ
%ﬁ'&"‘iﬁ_"m et ‘_Aa‘&,’“ _’M Aty 4?4/(‘“’_6.” %lflv‘tf%m M.,/a.’ HM
?,{_ t,_"»' -fwm_ /. A "‘"""‘W?m. ?7""‘/!“" ‘2“%“”“, !u'“"/""‘-\m;‘; L P 4
Ay I/ Hobad Ltwnicy o wdl &psr oond R K vosd u’kao{%é{c@‘r

sty Sl Lo v babl /ao-,4“& st la Q‘mﬂ«fo’_ 2'-’? fﬂd/‘/fdﬁe-@, Lk, S, ";,“(7‘&--»-

Jdl-maru_f..,. AN e TR Le svns Jalliv & Ha Heat Hocen PR %Jhﬂo_.‘?afh

a5 l./ﬂ
%% 4 gracsfoul Abilicds nned
and AP 4, F ‘; : e | :
b% =y ot Ykl BT M’{".“"d; Sian ‘3«/&;{ caa ol &{@‘a
Erchifiny of w gris e ek ;5..4,”&;»":&}-7”"4‘%“"“ W PN
: ” s FL Fnd . o A : -
[: & f‘ﬂ?- j:hn-ff-.,«-c, Pl gdg“:ﬁ}.,, f;ml( A{;‘. s et E}M%JM p"/{cdh‘h &’w,“;é;n'
Sl sidie Vi 2 £ kel AaTaraid Bors o,
f O Mok S i frrfoi M Tk T, Hen,
£t Friule of Torvirgy Bl Bk Fornn,
Mdshind i goniisl d S flar JF7
o e R i et Misy yive HFivlsla,
DS i Mash Hore das »o s . > \ i
Hor opiri pon of Hor Koo 3 i fAJM%%W%WAmMM‘M A
M&plﬁrﬁ»&' KJ—;MM ‘ ' ;;;JM{Q“ZA'A"}”“;‘

prermenis 80 @ lavg, ‘:'"/“""i"/ lone.

'é’;{dﬂk ?'Yf‘:i.r R s
'th'# T Y AT ek 'fi‘-ﬁ“ y‘;_ 7”“‘/‘{
- ,f!u—....a tf“"MJ

cime cially vom sty rid M AR

C S W T e A0 PO s ion ovartod Ho

f; ke an s - ’#
' . 2 ; Y, Yy Hiers 4 Gy g y |
é W“"*’ caad . . ,;/ ; F/U’ é" 4 0# u/‘lold

i Ho HAnmiostl sut, .
smend] Liaw. ewlrmeederrdny g s il iy Aty et ot /L.‘
Lol et daseion Thra,

S v e ” R e BREE : pehvs
Hoaigle Hoi o e v 2 st Srrass, ot
f e L——-— T—t P 4 L ij‘{“j ’ﬂwa)_‘;‘;ij& e ; / ‘
A lis o eguivelit £ o ! o He ﬁ,,.{r S ols o
Vi s v, @ ot @ Kad o
L ot d s e vallnach ha, Ptarre sk o2
x OB earne in oae SN 7 D PPy ‘
Tyl fa &f‘-’- 7-“.-4‘. “M 3 l‘iﬂ‘ ﬁh},’?"-
e R AN
R = i whe #re LN
Pl vk ank Haw G 2z Aot el g eve
ik gl e LS TS TN '
Mot po T, e, TS atint, thiot T ol ' A
John Adams to Benjamin Rush, November 11, 1807, p. 2. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00424)

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org



http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

i

6
John Adams describes George Washington’s ten talents, 1807

. . "_ o, TP ST A ‘b';f: f:: et wladuy ;.‘7;.‘ Coe 7 Kia BT R, oL FAAL z, i sl
oo ,i a. 4 ok ,;:..,,.M,...,f,;t L dfferl mnd G’*‘.m(ﬁ"'“i M""’"’”‘;“" 4l Phs Prity
Aat exay . S il S M e Tdised Mrvis nd Ly,
s s;';& ad LMAL.;&‘:;; ' 7> g Homric youtl Gk ‘)—;"'M;_:_,,;? 2

itah Y TS LA sy

3 ,/fr}-r-c:@;..,_,,(‘?,
o ISR < P R £ Rt S
ffufﬁ '6<$—V\fé-7\d aé{-{' e 7 - = T e A‘u{ Jq.g..-. t):’ﬁré‘“
o SR S i A e L R R g ik Sl 2K Ko A
{‘MMLM’V‘M r‘:'m 3 f,.;_{m‘ o7 PRt f > -
= j‘_‘_ E ik I 4y M : j{ > > vlf'o‘-- '}_ g ey [y
e " . \ Lihard ot Ve .
] onelbl Va8 TR Krrewendls ST s
« af ""MM s y " il Fh D73y i v 4 ;
reanadolt s AP T T é'v‘*(‘”‘"'-fé A %-dlh.t' q A
s e d et . 2
: v 7Ly S eblasnny ws onn F Hohoartlidl
gS e,

M"“"‘Ms‘

- i v A el 'K L-—-‘A.‘Mé"""ﬁu;"‘é bt
: b WA ETRETED W 3R,
f# 6Ma-~ nn-c-(rﬁ cark VA ﬂhuf " SO - . l‘yf&-’_é(‘ﬂ“ugl /4 M?ﬂ
) 3 ok maKa 2 s Fhaf o
M AL {/‘ ‘F‘Mv‘ 2'1’4-! al:-‘l-n.&-““g_ : : A ._f._t‘-f e
“ @ o :{ Lk S hitand, o % ’ /M.c il g E P
Lok his PR B $gen / ':!,a,.,..ﬂ K] y
L - F A g e (,(.M-‘( A"" 7 'FAN% : - kS { ”J'“/ %d.{,ﬂ?
r/“- -gf ftune

. Fond riced Go
. Lo SRA A

. o i el SR 23 2

((%‘4:“ . oy P R:a .

A

By 5 Z S rte "“"#“‘“"{ “:;M"‘A:’?

’{:,._z vy o :’ —Mﬁil ‘

Tasl o — Sow' Sotifer e o GO i B T s

e Aubererstr %M Pupainans <7 A
o e

I S i

He A o
L LA e il f oxpnt 7 = okl FA ok
D s g esin BT T s o e SO
By 2 S, v Kok, ikt AT B
st A, "/,«ﬁ. s iy S 2 B 58 L & AT
ol b q,«./ﬂﬂl‘ﬂ h My yerhnen st w&':a«d“ Fhech ‘-”‘;“#‘z.‘l i s e o
iy e Seelf % &H:.z Aeihis had weatal e G atvih ¢ M PN As
A Hon K 0o T My, s Jor A‘MX,"IM%WA&;M& read v
i e e LT o h).gﬂ;-e S S od MU
Shott, firllons B i o ST OLRRTY Fobamn I rasd v Tnglond, o4 'wz__.
. O e B A L
AV nfo wlls fb""‘/"‘“;”' o "(ﬁ%xfﬂj,.'yafé"ﬂ -
,,,‘f.gf B R

, . Kk A wrnd
- : o
e £l LT e sipth Fhh

J _#.f .-

John Adams to Benjamin Rush, November 11, 1807, p. 3. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00424)

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

www.gilderlehrman.org



http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

s Al s e A O

John Adams describes George Washington’s ten talents, 1807

4, ks s Loy, o T o i Byt soch e Fin s f Py fotginrile’ ms |

. IR e Phonn, A cthin. (’gmnw.//nm&( Wy A ; Lag
RN i fm‘%: fiipoiy tos oy ok itk Kom of S raa 1L I, Soi He
AN e P SN i "
. ik ¥ . o, S ok Pl L v FesZimie SPits
0’?"'1 ¢:4c—-uwf AL cantiionc 7 gt s ?"‘P‘

2 TR LT CLTF Rt v s, T VA P Pelr -k
Pt g By savanit e gl b e o W T ¢%f:4,:".-: j“(-u WL
T« ) ' 2.

g V. 2 .f."rvét.d’: a e b ” 2

. and Ainirenall el i 3
7 s aphe Ko ad Kk VN pbrabls _ : |
A Y ’:-...;{. sl e & v oW~ e pl o P %}:;?;2‘,‘#‘”3/{;&
e & . % - b . . f“‘“. . z
g o Lol S oans | U ALy SRR 2 b -

,{,';.; wpe s i e f;:\::- :L:H, ey M.&wff?’#'f‘h-ﬂ, T cindlL0 tf.;,:_._,.,_,
£ "‘&’, Loy o, ofler - ik 2 Pt plnes st £ THe fu‘n-ﬁf
O B W Chy o g > b ’
5 bk Fh T i | e
q-/‘d_, Sl e TS m/ S e ~’-'1.;£.r:c.;,c o' Aol it #w,“?é
; AR Ay Srareey :“3 < )
2 Thois sk P20t o otorns {“-‘“/‘*:y. S s
rt, S ope B iy A, 28 Kav s

i e Maedanse Lt
4 wi.m-.‘.""t‘a; sl ok r”‘;‘-/ ‘ ok g Avey T
syas—Hdebrly e VT E _

Sia

v ¥ T
”m 'J'!-N'-& oty T h_d.._la ‘4!'

.‘_)TM'/('«
L
,}‘)—fw& et 1 f
o ' o il Somnn e,
Ll W Tt 5&-#»;‘:':( : o fr,,.“wr{,amfmax
e adrm e - s i 5 o Pyl N
et w:j':mw e N T e
firns Basnn s o . - o

susk Yolimn, f P T T ey SO G =
o Hae » = > !7"" y : . . ; ‘
e *‘”"‘%J:fa il of Y Wbt f Tper et -‘.&2’ W::”’;“;JM“"
Majeity / "y (P28 enn, chaain ud Lt o vl SO Al Jf‘df;-n
H g sn n & Tk, a Pirson Bty of P v cublis dr A a/;i;{y”’?
v LT M—-—-_. S vl Y0, : /‘""‘;_I;;
SN SN ot TNt LS, Ly e B S AR
Y ] X ; . ¥ -

et ks 8 (L T e
o T At Sl s il S e Ky s,

: e s e AL S Ry oo e
RO LT RN Lol 2 tl Sy plasrt of a 5"6"“"‘ ok ‘é;:"““mé mmm‘f

John Adams to Benjamin Rush, November 11, 1807, p. 4. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00424)

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org

ik povid bl J’n,....ﬁ(‘g,g' AT, sk Py e

bersorlomnr or #c poriddoinimimnd boriiirelon e

L ek ./7’6 T rugts 1o Kmos Sl S To #on Oppitwnonind
M M - .. L L N b

anid

S


http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

John Adams describes George Washington’s ten talents, 1807

Transcript

Quincy November 11 1807
My dear Phylosopher and Friend

I have, long before the receipt of your favour of the 31 of October, Supposed that either
you were gazing at the Comet or curing the Influenza: and in either case, that you was much
better employed than in answering my idle Letters. Pray! have our Astronomers at Phyladelphia,
observed that Stranger in the Heavens? Have they noted its Bearings and Distances, its Course
and progress? Whence it came and whither it goes? Or are Astronomers in America as rare as
they are in other Parts of the World? Franklin has Several times related to me an Anecdote
concerning Astronomers in England. Government had occasion to Send an Astronomer abroad
upon Some Service. The Ministry asked the Royal Society to recommend one: they appointed a
Committee to enquire for a Suitable Character. Franklin who was one of the Committee, Said
that he and all his Colleagues, upon looking over the List of the Society were astonished to find
how few had ever Studied that Science. | am very much afraid that our Scientific Societies in
America are at least as deficient in Numbers of Students of the Universe and the Sum of Things
as England. — — Have our Physicians in Phyladelphia made any new observations on that horrid
Endemical Distemper that has employed you so much. It Seems to have become, a Complaint of
every year, and of two or three times in a year. This last has been the most universal and the most
irksome and the most unmanageable of any | ever knew.

I presume the Lawyer whom you mention has founded his opinion upon that of
Rochefaucault, Mandeville Hobbs Machiavel, and | had almost Said Tacitus, that there is no
such thing in Nature, actual or possible as a disinterested Action, and that the Testator must have
been non Compos, when he Supposed Such a Thing possible. Brother Lawyer! thou art not
Sound. Thou hast no Faith in Virtue! Butler, Hutchinson or even Shaftesbury might have taught
thee Better. Perhaps you will Say that God alone can judge, what is or is not a disinterested
action. Though this is true in an absolute Sense, yet Men can judge according to their best
information and discernment, and if the Testator made his Executor the judge, he must determine
according to his own understanding and Conscience. | Should deprecate a Solemn Judgment of

any Court, that Such a Legacy was void.
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Self taught or Book learned in the Arts, our Hero was much indebted to his Talents for
“his immense elevation above his Fellows.” Talents? you will Say, what Talents? | answer. 1. An
handsome Face. That this is a Talent, I can prove by the authority of a thousand Instances in all
ages: and among the rest Madame Du Barry who said Le veritable Royaute est la Beaute. 2. A
tall Stature, like the Hebrew Sovereign chosen because he was taller by the Head than the other
Jews. 3 An elegant Form. 4. graceful Attitudes and Movement: 5. a large imposing Fortune
consisting of a great landed Estate left him by his Father and Brother, besides a large Jointure
with his Lady, and the Guardianship of the Heirs of the great Custis Estate, and in addition to all
this, immense Tracts of Land of his own acquisition. There is nothing, except bloody Battles and
Splendid Victories, to which Mankind bow down with more reverence than to great fortune.
They think it impossible that rich Men especially immensely rich Men, Should Submit to the
trouble of Serving them but from the most benevolent and disinterested Motives. Mankind in
general are so far from the opinion of the Lawyer, that there are no disinterested Actions, that
they give their Esteem to none but those which they believe to be Such. They are oftener
deceived and abused in their Judgments of disinterested Men and actions than in any other, it is
true. But Such is their Love of the Marvellous, [struck: that they will believe] and Such their
Admiration of uncommon Generosity that they will believe extraordinary pretensions to it and
the Pope Says, Si bonus Populus vult decipi, decipiatur. Washington however did not deceive
them. 1 know not that they gave him more credit for disinterestedness, than he deserved,
[inserted: though they have not given many others so much.] 6. Washington was a Virginian.
This is equivalent to five Talents. Virginian Geese are all Swans. Not a Bearne in Scotland is
more national, not a Lad upon the High Lands is more clannish, than every Virginian | have ever
known. They trumpet one another with the most pompous and mendacious Panegyricks. The
Phyladelphians and New Yorkers who are local and partial enough to themselves are meek and
modest in Comparison with Virginian Old Dominionisms Washington of course was extolled
without bounds.
7. Washington was preceeded by favourable Anecdotes. The English had used himill, in the
Expedition of Braddock. They had not done Justice to his Bravery and good Council They had
exaggerated and misrepresented his defeat and Capitulation: which interested the Pride as well as

compassion of Americans in his favour. President Davis had drawn his Horroscope by calling
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him “that Heroic youth, Col. Washington. Mr. Lynch of South Carolina told me before We met
in Congress in 1774 that “Colonel Washington had made the most eloquent Speech that ever had
been Spoken upon the Controversy with England, viz. That if the English Should attack the
People of Boston, he would raise a thousand Men at his own expence and march at their head to
New England to their Aid.” Several other favourable Stories preceded his appearance in
Congress and in the army. 8 He possessed the Gift of Silence. This | esteem as one of the most
precious Talents. 9. He had great Self Command. It cost him a great Exertion Sometimes, and a
constant Constraint, but to preserve So much Equanimity as he did, required a great Capacity.
10. Whenever he lost his temper as he did Sometimes, either Love or fear in those about him
induced them to conceal his Weakness from the World. Here you See | have made out ten
Talents without saying a Word about Reading Thinking or writing, upon all which Subjects you
have Said all that need be Said. — You See | Use the word Talents in a larger Sense than usual,
comprehending every Advantage. Genius Experience, Learning, Fortune Birth, [inserted: Health]
are all Talents, though I know not how, the Word has been lately confined to the faculties of the
Mind.

Did not Ratcliff Give a Library to the University of Oxford? — He had Wit at Will. Riding
one day by a [inserted: new] brick building, he Saw the Scaffolding give way under a Mason
who was laing [struck: the] [strikeout] Bricks and [inserted: the] work which had been laid
following the Scaffold, buried the Workman and crushed him to death. Ratcliff cried out before
the Man or the Bricks had reached the Ground “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord for they
cease from their Labours, and their works Shall follow them. a thousand other Stories are told of
his Wit. Whether he read or not he affected to be a profound Metaphisician. | read in England, at
Mr William Vossals of Clapham, in Manuscript, a Demonstration of Atheism written by this D'
Ratcliff, as abstruse and profound as the Writings of Condorcet. The Writer at least Seemed to
think it profound, or to wish that others might think it So: but it was a miserable Piece of
Sophistry, worthy of Diderot.

I admire the Subject of your intended Lecture. A Story goes of our Universalist Murray.
It is said that more than twenty years ago he preached upon the Subject of Animals in a future
State and asserted that they would all be Saved, even down to the Ladis Lapdogs. He told the

Ladies they need not fear the loss of their favourite animals, for he could assure them that even
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Bounce Should wag his Tail in Glory.” | once told Murray the Story and asked him if it was
true? Ah, Said Murray you will hear a thousand Such Stories about me.

Pray cannot you contrive to get the Trees and Plants into a future State too? I should like
to think that Groves and Forrests, Apple Peach Pear and Plumb trees oranges &c might be Seen
in the abodes of the blessed. The Earl of Shelbourne’s Bishop Watson, while he was a Chymist,
which I wish he had been to this day printed a very respectable Pamphlet, to Shew that
Vegetables were animated. He did not publish it, but I made interest enough with him to obtain a
Copy of it. Who knows but Vegetables and Animals are all in a course to become rational and
immortal. There is room enough in the universe. Hershell digs up Starrs in the heavens, fixed
Starrs, all Suns with Planett Satilites and Comets, layer after layer and Stratum under Stratum,
ten million times faster and more numerous than may Men dig Potatoes out of the Earth. Why
should We Set limits then to our benevolence, or the predominant benevolence in the universe.
Let Sensibility Animation, Intelligence Virtue and Happiness be universal; with all my heart.
Think not that I am laughing. 1 assure you | soberly approve your Subject and your manner of
treating it, as far as you have communicated it to me.

Now for that resolute word “No.” — — — — | ought to have Said No to the appointment of
Washington, and Hamilton and Some others: and Yes to the appointment of Burr, Muhlenburg
and Some others. | ought to have appointed Lincoln and Gates and Knox and Clinton &c But if |
had said Yes and No in this manner, the Senate would have contradicted me in every Instance.
You ask what would have been the Consequence. | answer Washington would have been chosen
President at the next Election, if he had lived, and Hamilton would have been appointed
Commander in Chief of the Army. This would have happened as it was, if Washington had lived
and this was intended. With all my Ministers against me, a great Majority of the Senate, and of
the House of Representatives, | was no more at Liberty than a Man in a Prison, chained to the
floor and bound hand and foot, an Idea that was once held up by a Parson Burr of Worcester an
Ancestor of Aaron as | Suppose, as an illustration of human Liberty. | was perfectly at Liberty to
Stay there. I have given you Paradoxes enough under this Word No. But I will justify any of
them if you desire it. Washington ought either to have never gone out of Public Life, or he ought
never to have come in again.

I have a great Curiosity to know what Richard Saw and heard at Richmond which it is not
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lawfull to tell. Symptoms of a Corruption, allarming to the Friends of rational Liberty appear in
every Part of our Country. They will have their usual Causes and their usual termination. We are
like other Men.

Dr. Rush J. Adams
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