George Washington would have supported the New Deal, 1934

Introduction

During his first term, President Franklin D. Roosevelt sought to deflect opposition to the New
Deal. Speaking at Gettysburg on Memorial Day, 1934, Roosevelt invoked the memory of George
Washington by comparing his federal agenda with that of the first president, Roosevelt mentions
Washington’s national tours, his support for large development projects, and his opposition to
sectionalism: “He knew that Nations grow as their commerce and manufactures and agriculture
grow, and that all of these grow as the means of transportation are extended. He sought to knit
the sections together by their common interest in these great enterprises; and he projected
highways and canals as aids not to sectional, but to national development.”

Questions for Discussion

Read the introduction and study the text of the letter. Then apply your knowledge of American
history to answer the following questions. Remember to base your answers on the information in
the document.

1. Why did President Franklin Roosevelt employ numerous references to President George
Washington?

2. How did President Franklin Roosevelt encourage a “consolidated nation” in the text of
this speech?

3. Explain why President Franklin Roosevelt was in favor of expanding highways and
railroads throughout the nation.

** Advanced students or students wishing to earn extra credit may choose to answer the
following:

Why did President Franklin Roosevelt refer to the lack of adequate communication and
transportation as contributing factors to the Civil War?
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STRPER BAPLY
Assistant Secretary to the President

GETTYSRURG ADDRESS
My Friends:

On these hills of Gettysburgz two brave armies of Apericans
once met in combat. Iot far from here, in a valley likewise consecrated
to American valor, a rasged Continental Aruy survived a bitter winter to
keep alive the ex>iring hope of a new IMation; and near to this battle-
field and that valley stands that iavineibls eity where the Declaration
of Indevendence was Sorn and the Constitution of the United Statea waa
written by the fathers. Surely, all this is hely ground.

It was in Philadelphia, too, that Tashinzton zpoke his solemm,
tender, wiss vords of farewell -- = farswell not alone to his generation,
but to the pemeration of %tiose who laid down their lives hero and to our
generation and to the Amerira of tomorrow. Perhaps if our fzthers and
grandfathers had truly heeded those vords ve should have had no Tamily
cuarrel, no battle of Gettysburz, no Appomattox.

As a Virginian, Presid-nt Vashingtqn had a natursl pride in
Virginia; but as . American, in his stately phrass, "the name of Americen,
which belongs to you, in your Mationaml ecapacity, must always exalt the
just pride of Patriotism, more than any appellation derived from loeal
diserimination.”

Recognizing the strength of local and State and sectional pre-
Judices and how strong they mizht grow to be, and hov they might take
from the Hetional Oovernwent sowe of the loyalty the citizens owed to it,
he made three historic tours during his Presidency. One was through New
England in 1789, another through the Morthern States in 1720, and still
another through the Southern States im 1751. He did this, as he said,
"In order to become better asequainted vwith their principal characters and
internal circumstances, as well as to be wore accessible to numbers of
well informed persens who might give him useful advices on political
subjects."

But he 2id more to stimulate patriotism than merely to travel
and mingle with the people. He knew that Mations grow as their commerce
and manufactures snd agriculture grow, and that all of these grow as the
means of transportation are extended. He sought to knit the sections to
gether by their coimon interest in these great enterprises; and he pro-
jected highways and canals as aids not to sectional, but to national
development,

But the VMation expanded geopraphically after the death of
Washington far more rapidly than the ¥ation's means of inter-commmication.
The small national area of 1789 grew to the great expanae of the Nation
of 1860, ZEven in terms of the crude transportation of that day, the
thirteen states vere but within "driving distance" of each other.

Y{th the settling and the vecpling of the Continent to the
shores of the Pacific, there developed the problem of self-contained
territories because the Fation's expansion exceeded its development of
means of transportation. The early building of railroads did not pro-
ceed on national lines.

Franklin Roosevelt, Press release of speech delivered on Memorial Day 1934
at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, p. 1 (Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC03352)
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Franklin Roosevelt, Press release of speech delivered on Memorial Day 1934
at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, p. 2 (Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC03352)
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