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Introduction 

During his first term, President Franklin D. Roosevelt sought to deflect opposition to the New 
Deal. Speaking at Gettysburg on Memorial Day, 1934, Roosevelt invoked the memory of George 
Washington by comparing his federal agenda with that of the first president, Roosevelt mentions 
Washington’s national tours, his support for large development projects, and his opposition to 
sectionalism: “He knew that Nations grow as their commerce and manufactures and agriculture 
grow, and that all of these grow as the means of transportation are extended. He sought to knit 
the sections together by their common interest in these great enterprises; and he projected 
highways and canals as aids not to sectional, but to national development.” 

Questions for Discussion 

Read the introduction and study the text of the letter. Then apply your knowledge of American 
history to answer the following questions. Remember to base your answers on the information in 
the document. 

1. Why did President Franklin Roosevelt employ numerous references to President George 
Washington?  

2. How did President Franklin Roosevelt encourage a “consolidated nation” in the text of 
this speech? 

3. Explain why President Franklin Roosevelt was in favor of expanding highways and 
railroads throughout the nation.  

** Advanced students or students wishing to earn extra credit may choose to answer the 
following: 

Why did President Franklin Roosevelt refer to the lack of adequate communication and 
transportation as contributing factors to the Civil War? 
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Franklin Roosevelt, Press release of speech delivered on Memorial Day 1934 
at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, p. 2 (Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC03352) 
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