Proclamation of 1763

Introduction

At the end of the Seven Years’ War in 1763, France surrendered Canada and much of the Ohio
and Mississippi valleys—two-thirds of eastern North America—to England. The Proclamation of
1763 “preserved to the said Indians” the lands west of the Appalachian Mountains and ordered
white settlers “there forthwith to remove themselves from such Settlements,” forbade white
settlement, and restricted commerce with the American Indians to traders licensed by the British
government, requiring settlers to “take out a License for carrying on such Trade from the
Governor or Commander in Chief of any of Our Colonies respectively.” Power over westward
expansion was in the hands of British officials, outside the colonists’ control. By preventing the
colonial population from moving inland the British ministry hoped to avoid costly wars, protect
the western fur trade, and keep western land speculation under the control of the crown. To
enforce the proclamation, the Britain authorized positioning 10,000 troops along the frontier,
with the costs of 250,000 pounds sterling per year to be paid by the colonists. The Americans,
who looked at the new land as an opportunity for settlement without the interference of the
British government, resented the terms of the proclamation.

Excerpt

And We do further strictly enjoin and require all Persons whatever, who have either wilfully or
inadvertently seated themselves upon any Lands within the Countries above described, or upon
any other Lands, which, not having been ceded to, or purchased by Us, are still reserved to the
said Indians as aforesaid, forthwith to remove themselves from such Settlements. And whereas
great Frauds and Abuses have been committed in the purchasing Lands of the Indians, to the
great Prejudice of Our Interests, and to the great Dissatisfaction of the said Indians; in order
therefore to prevent such Irregularities for the future, and to the End that the Indians may be
convinced of Our Justice, and determined Resolution to remove all reasonable Cause of
Discontent, We do, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, strictly enjoin and require, that no
private Person do presume to make any Purchase from the said Indians of any Lands reserved to
the said Indians, within those Parts of Our Colonies where We have thought proper to allow
Settlement; but that if, at any Time, any of the said Indians should be inclined to dispose of the
said Lands, the same shall be purchased only for Us, in Our Name, at some Publick Meeting or
Assembly of the said Indians to be held for that Purpose by the Governor or Commander in
Chief of Our Colonies respectively, within which they shall lie; and in case they shall lie within
the Limits of any Proprietary Government, they shall be purchased only for the Use and in the
Name of such Proprietaries, conformable to such Directions and Instructions as We or they shall
think proper to give for that Purpose: And We do, by the Advice of Our Privy Council, declare
and enjoin, that the Trade with the said Indians shall be free and open to all Our Subjects
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whatever; provided that every Person who may incline to trade with the said Indians, do take out
a License for carrying on such Trade from the Governor or Commander in Chief of any of Our
Colonies respectively, where such Person shall reside; and also give Security to observe such
Regulations as We shall at any Time think fit, by Ourselves or by Our Commissaries to be
appointed for this Purpose, to direct and appoint for the Benefit of the said Trade; and We do
hereby authorize, enjoin, and require the Governors and Commanders in Chief of all Our
Colonies respectively, as well Those under Our immediate Government as Those under the
Government and Direction of Proprietaries, to grant such Licenses without Fee or Reward,
taking especial Care to insert therein a Condition, that such License shall be void, and the
Security forfeited, in case the Person, to whom the same is granted, shall refuse or neglect to
observe such Regulations as We shall think proper to prescribe as aforesaid.

Questions for Discussion

Read the Introduction as well as the Transcript of the attached original document. It may be
helpful to also refer to a map of North America to identify those areas mentioned in the
document.

1. Using a map, locate areas identified in this document including: the Appalachian
Mountains, Quebec, Florida, the Gulf of Mexico, and Hudson’s Bay.

2. Why did many colonists consider the Proclamation to be unfair? Explain why the king
and his ministers thought the Proclamation to be a reasonable law.

3. How did the Proclamation of 1763 contribute to a “souring of the relationship” between
Great Britain and her subjects in the thirteen colonies?

4. The document appears to show great concern for the welfare of American Indians. To
what extent was this document designed with the intention of supporting and protecting
the interests of Native Americans?
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By

—e e —

the KIN G,

A—P RO GLAMATI O N,

GEORGE R.

HEREAS We have taken into Qur Royal Confideration the extenfive and wva-
Iuable Acquiitions in Amnerics, fecured to Our Crown by the late Definitive Treary of
Peace, concluded at Paris the Tenth Day of Feérsary laft; and being defirous, that
all Our laving Subjefts, as well of Our Kingdoms s of Our Colonics in America,
may avail themiclvcs, with al convenient Speed, of the greas Benchies and_Advan:
tages which muft accrue therefrom to ommeree, Manufactures, and Naviga
tions We have thought fir, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, to iffue this
Our Royal Proclamation, hereby to publifh and declare to all Our loving Subjeéts,
thac We have, with the Advice of Our fid Privy Council, gravted Our 1
P Presc under Dur Gres Sal of Greer Britin, to cree within the Couor
Iflands ceded and confirmed to Us by the faid Treary, le diftinét and
D Gorerucicacs, e and. calid. by the. Nacaes of s
and Grenada, and limited and bounded ss follows, vz

Firk. The Govemment of Quie, bounded .on the Labrader Coalt by the River §. Jobs, and from
thence by a_Line drawn from the Head of thit River through the Lake Sr. Jobs to the South End of
s Lakecigh Pifin; from whence the faid Line croffing the River S1. Lewnn
$n Forty five Degrees. of North Latitude, palfis slong the High Lands which divide the Rivers that empty
themfaloe nm, the 3 River 51 Taureac from thefe which Fall ineo the Seas and alfo slong the North

Coalt of the Bape des Chalewsy aod the Coutl of the Gulph of Si. Lawrowce to Cape Ryferes, and from theace
croffiag the Mouth of the River St Lewrence by the Welt End of the Ifland of ducefi, terminates at the
aforciaid River of Sr. Jobn.

Secondly. The Government of Esf Flvids, bourded to the Weftward by the Gulph of Moics, and the dpa-
Jechicela River; to the Norchward, by a Line drawn from that Pars of the faid River where the Chataboucte: and

Rivers meet, to the Source of 8. Mary's River, and by the Courfe of the faid River to the dtlamsick Ocean
and to the Eaftward and Southward, by the damsick Ocean, and the Gulph of Florida, including all 1lands
within Sex Lesgees of the Sea Coaft.

ey, “The Goverament of /7gh Fiids, bounded to_the Souhward by the Gulph of Mesie, inculin
o Six Lesgues o the Cost from che River, pluckicle to entcharirin; to the Weftwar
et Lake, the Labe Masripas Mg, W the Mrdmm, by 2 Line drawn due Ealt I'mm
thit Pare of the River %mm o in "'lnrly onc Degrees North Latitude, to the River
Lhatabcker;, and 1o the the Gid wiver,
Governament of Grinads, :mprdl:ndmﬂ the Iand of that Name, together with the Gronadiss,
and the of Dominica, 5t Vincents

And, o the End that the open and free Fifhery of Ou
Coalt of and the adjacent Iflands, We have thought ht, with rh( Advice of Our faid an Council, to
e all that Coatt, from the River S1. Jobe's t fiudon’s Sireghs, togesher wich the Iands of faticgh and Madelaine,
ind all oher fmaller Mands lying Upon the faid Coall, under the Carc and Infpetion of Our Governor of

fosndiand.
Ve have alo, wih the Advice of Our Privy Council, thoughe fitto sanex the Idands of Si. Joa's, and Cape
Breten or Jfe Repale, with the leffer 1lands adjacent thereto, to Our Government of Nova S
e b A i the Advics of Our Privy Counll sforciaid, anaexed ta Ove Province of Gargis all the Linds
Iying beeween the Rivers Aidamaba and 51, May's.
And wheress it will greatly contribute 1 the (peedy fetling Our faid new Governments, thae Our foving Sub-
informe] of Our Paicroal Care for che Scturity of the Libérties and Froperties of thots who
become Inhabiunis theraf } We have thought ¢ to publifh and declre, by s Our Prociamaton,
hat We hae, in the Lt Puene under Our Grea Sl of Grat Britin by whicihe id Governments e
ucd, given expres Power and Dircfton w Our Governors of Our fid Colonies refpetively, thut b foon
e B Ot of the fu Colocics Will adiit thereof, they fhal, widh Confent
oF the Membens of Oar Councll fummon 4nd cl Geoersl Atkrablics viehin the ik refpedtively,
in fuch Manner and Form a3 & ufed and diredid in thofe Colonics sad Provoces in facrice which are weder
Dur ipnsdlies, Governient . o, We have al> fiven Power 0 the i Govermons, with the Confonc of Our
A5 Counc, the Reprefenuatives of the People, fo to be fummoned as aforefiid, to make, conftitute, and
i Laws, Scxonct, and Ordinances for the Publick Peace, firkal g ey il K i
of the People and Iahabitants s hereof, 48 mear 8 may be agreeable 1o the Laws of Englon, and ueder foch
nq;ulm and Refirictions as arc ufed in other Colonies : And in the mean Time, and until §
s aforeid, all Pefons ihabiting i or reloring to Que {ul Colonie, may canide In Our Royal Pro-
kﬁ.m g ‘Enjoyment of the Benchic of the Laws of Our Reals for wmn Purpofe, We have
under Our Great Saal 1o the Governars of Our fud Calonies refpedivel, 1o, ereft and confitate,
i re and Publick Junm. vithin Our fuid Colo.
i inal a4 Clvil, scconding to Law and Equ
8 near a3 may be agreeable aws of England, with Libe ol Pitoms whe, may  thiok themfiloes age
gewity n.:'sﬂ.-morrmh Gours, in all Coril Cols 10 p;zd wnder the wlnal Limitations and Reftrictions,
Us in Our Privy Council
We nm alfo %‘m fits -nu. the Advice of Our Privy Council as aforefsid, to give unto the Governors and
New Colonies upan_the Coutinent, full Power and Authoritybo fettle and agree with
she- I Ot T New Coloniy of With sy sther. Berins who (bl reort chesetoy for Tich Lands,

r Sabjets may be extended to and carried on upon the

E

s, and under fuch moderate Q}!l(-xr_nu, Services, and Acknow.
in ot ahr Colories, and ander foch other Condicions 5 fll wpese
cceiry and expedient for the Advantage of the Graotees, and the Improvement and Setlement of

reafter fhall be.in Our Pe difpofe of, and th 0 ot
e A T e e s W¥prifona, of Theily Mardn or e Felnies 8¢ Midemeanis, Tl 7 rom

Aod wheress We are defirons, upo
and Bﬂvrry of the Officers and Soldiers of Our Armies, and 10 sewand the fame, We do
T Covanon o Ok i Thee Tew Colonies and ol other O (o
on the Continent of Nréb America, w grant, withoue Fes or Reward, @ foch Reluced Offcers s have ferved in
Nerth America during the lue War, snd to fuch Private Soldiers as have been or fha in Ameri
and are waily refiding -r.m, sad "l perfnally apply for the fime, he following Quincides of Lunds, fubjeét
Expiration of Ten Yeac{ to the fame Quit-Rents as other Lands ubjedt to in the P-wm:! within which
they are it as liy fakgi, b the fame Comitons of ‘Colivation and Improvement 5

a all Occfions, £ alify Our Ropal Seafe and Approbacion of the Condudk
herchy command and
of Qur feveral Provinces

To every Perfon Iuvm%v.h: Kk of & Fild Offier, Five dhoufnd Aces—To every Capuin. Tivee dhoue
find Acres To. thoufand Acres.—T0 every Non-Commiflon Offcer, Tro
hmdied & ~Ta ey iPiivasm Mty £y Acre

We do sliies aol e o Gonon wd C in Chief el o Ome Gl Colases
wpon the. Continens v M o gt de like Quarises of Lexds and v Conditions,
8 ok Reduced Ofiry of Guie N Navy, of ke Sk e o ot e sh;gdef e 1 b o
it the Time of the Redudlon of Leujbeurz aid Qyebi 1o the late Was, a0d. who Tuall perfonally spply o Our
r:pcfnvc Governons for fuch Granes,

heres it iy juk and resonabe, and effintl o Our Iomercht and the Securey of Our Colocien, dhat the

e T Indions, with and who live under Our Provedtion, fhould

c
ceded , or purchafed by Us, are reieeved to them, or

fore, with the A ‘Our Privy Coumsl, declre 1t % be. Oae Roy
Commander in Chief in any of Our Colonies of Flerida, mm Fiwids do pekize, opon soy Preencs
whatever, to grant Warrants of Survey, o pafs any Patenrs for Lands beyond the refpottive Go-

wvernments, as defcribed in their anmmnn as alfo, that no Governor or Cnmmrkr in chui in any of Our
uber Colonics or Plantations in do prefume, ﬁw the prefent, aml until Qur further Pleafore

o gnat Waman of Surey, oc o] y Lands Heads or
Rk ik Tl . the " nss- Ocean Focs (b VIek s otk Vb
which, mh-vmgb-nnum.mpmmwmu.ﬁxm are relecved to

E
2
.§x
e

Aod We do further declare it to be Osr Royal Will and helrure.fot prefent 15 aforeiid, € referve -
der Our Sovercigmy, Protcétion, and Dominion, for the Ule of the faid Judians, all the Lands and Territo-
vies not included within the Limits of Our faid Three New Governmeats, or within the Limits of the Ter-
rioey granesd o che Fudar's By Company, s o all the Lands and Terioces lyng, so the Weltward of
the Sources of the Ri fall into the Sca from the Wett and North Well, as aforefaid ; and We do
heteby Rrictly forbid, on r.... "o O D\(Pl.ul'mr, all Qur umng Subjeéts from mll(mg any Purchafes or Set-
tlements whaiever, or taking Poffellion of the above referved, without Qur efpecial Leave and
Licence for thac Purpofe hrft obuained,

And We do further frictly enjoin and mqulle -11 Perfons whatever, who bave cicher wilfully or inadvert-
ently feated themiclves upon any Lands wit Countries above delcribed, or upon aoy other Lands, which,
nox huving, been ceded 1o, of plrchaled by U., are flll referved o the faid Jadans as aforefud, forchwith o
remove themfelves from fuch Setlements.

great Frauds and Abufes have been committed

in the purchafing Lands of the Jndians, 1o the
of the faid Jadians s in order therefore 10 prevent =
o it sy e convinced of Our Jultice, and determined
of Difcamment, We do, with the Adviee of Our Privy Council, ftriétly
cnjin sad reeirUSE oo, pirat Pecton do prefme o ake tay Purchus from the fid nden
w ndins, wihin thofe Patts of Our Colonies where We have thoughe 10 allow Sement
o s e ..sly ime, any of the faid [ndians fhould be inclined 1 difpole of the fi
Our Name, arfome Publick Meeting or Afembly of the
“ommaider in Chief of Our Coloaies epectvely, i
its of any Propriecary Government, they (l wrchafed only for the Ule
iy confommable 1 fach Direélons and Infiraions a5 We or they fhall think
3 the Advice of Our Privy Councily declare and enjoin, that the
rovide ibac ey Veron
ring oo fuch Trade fom the
Governor or Communder in Chicf of any of Our Colonics refpsdtively, where fuch Perfon fhall refide o alio
s Secuiy o olees (uch Regulations 13 W ol ac any Thom think 1 by Ourklves o by Our Commificies
@ be appowied for his Purpoie, to direét and appoint for the Benefit of the fiid Trade; and We do hereb
authorize, enjoln, and require the Govemors and Commanders in Chief of all Our oot ively, as well Thol
under Our immediate Goverament a3 Thofe unde vemment and Direélion roprictarics, o grant
fuch Licences withour Fee or Reward, taking efpecial Care to infert therein a Condition, that fuch Licence
fhall be void, and the Security forfeited, in cafe 5:‘1":11'“. whom the fame is granted, fhall refule or neg-
leét 1o oblerve fuch Regulations as We fll think proper to peefcruu ay aforefaid.
 And We do | lunm x umy enm. and require all Officers whatewer, a5 well Mnlmry = Thott employed
o Biret i wisin the ‘Terrimfie refervd. o aereid fo che Ul
ing < with Trea n-. i
o Jﬂ and ke Refoge i

Teregularities for the future,
Relolution o remove all reafomable C

2,

.f ll»e faid l‘lu‘ m I=1u ml Nilﬂld all Perfoos whatever,

Time was committed.

Tae 54 Therharys wod 1o i 3 prowr Guard  ihe Colany. wher te
of which they ftand accufed, in order m nke ic Tryal fwr lhc fame.

Given at Qur Court at Saint Fames's, the Seventh Day of Odlober, One thoufand feven hundred and fixty three, in the Third Year of Our Reign.

G OD fave the KiNa.

5O N -D5EO N,
Printed by Mark Baskett, Printer to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty; and by the Affigns of Robert Baskett. 1763

et e e e i iR 1
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King George lll, Proclamation of 1763, 1763. (Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC05214)

© 2012 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org



http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

Proclamation of 1763

Transcript
King George lll, A Proclamation, 1763. (The Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC05214)

By the KING,

A PROCLAMATION.
GEORGE R.
WHEREAS We have taken into Our Royal Consideration the extensive and valuable
Acquisitions in America, secured to Our Crown by the late Definitive Treaty of Peace, concluded
at Paris the Tenth Day of February last; and being desirous, that all Our loving Subjects, as well
of Our Kingdom as of Our Colonies in America, may avail themselves, with all convenient
Speed, of the great Benefits and Advantages which must accrue therefrom to their Commerce,
Manufactures, and Navigation; We have thought fit, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, to
issue this Our Royal Proclamation, hereby to publish and declare to all Our loving Subjects, that
We have, with the Advice of Our said Privy Council, granted Our Letters Patent under Our Great
Seal of Great Britain, to erect within the Countries and Islands ceded and confirmed to Us by the
said Treaty, Four distinct and separate Governments, stiled and called by the Names of Quebec,

East Florida, West Florida, and Grenada, and limited and bounded as follows; viz.

First. The Government of Quebec, bounded on the Labrador Coast by the River St. John,
and from thence by a Line drawn from the Head of that River through the Lake St. John, to the
South End of the Lake nigh Pissin; from whence the said Line crossing the River St. Lawrence
and the Lake Champlain in Forty five Degrees of North Latitude, passes along the High Lands
which divide the Rivers that empty themselves into the said River St. Lawrence, from those
which fall into the Sea; and also along the North Coast of the Baye des Chaleurs, and the Coast
of the Gulph of St. Lawrence to Cape Rosieres, and from thence crossing the Mouth of the River
St. Lawrence by the West End of the Island of Anticosti, terminates at the aforesaid River of St.
John.

Secondly, The Government of East Florida, bounded to the Westward by the Gulph of
Mexico, and the Apalachicola River; to the Northward, by a Line drawn from that Part of the
said River where the Chatahouchee and Flint Rivers meet, to the Source of St. Mary’s River, and

by the Course of the said River to the Atlantick Ocean; and to the Eastward and Southward, by
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the Atlantick Ocean, and the Gulph of Florida, including all Islands within Six Leagues of the
Sea Coast.

Thirdly, The Government of West Florida, bounded to the Southward by the Gulph of
Mexico, including all Islands within Six Leagues of the Coast from the River Apalachicola to
Lake Pentchartrain; to the Westward by the said Lake, the Lake Mauripas, and the River
Missisippi [sic]; to the Northward, by a Line drawn due East from that Part of the River
Missisippi which lies in Thirty one Degrees North Latitude, to the River Apalachicola or
Chatahouchee; and to the Eastward by the said River.

Fourthly, The Government Grenada, comprehending the Island of that Name, together

with the Grenadines, and the Islands of Dominico, St. Vincents, and Tobago.

And, to the End that the open and free Fishery of Our Subjects may be extended to and
carried on upon the Coast of Labrador and the adjacent Islands, We have thought fit, with the
Advice of Our said Privy Council, to put all that Coast, from the River St. John’s to Hudson’s
Streights, together with the Islands of Anticosti and the Madelaine, and all other smaller Islands
lying upon the said Coast, under the Care and Inspection of Our Governor of Newfoundland.

We have also, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, thought fit to annex the Islands of
St. John’s, and Cape Breton or Isle Royal, with the lesser Islands adjacent thereto, to Our
Government of Nova Scotia.

We have also, with the Advice of Our Privy Council aforesaid, annexed to Our Province
of Georgia, all the Lands lying between the Rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s.

And whereas it will greatly contribute to the speedy settling Our said new Governments,
that Our loving Subjects should be informed of Our Paternal Care for the Security of the
Liberties and Properties of those who are and shall become Inhabitants thereof; We have thought
fit to publish and declare, by this Our Proclamation, that We have, in the Letters Patent under
Our Great Seal of Great Britain, by which the said Governments are constituted, given express
Power and Direction to Our Governors of Our said Colonies respectively, that so soon as the
State and Circumstances of the said Colonies will admit thereof, they shall, with the Advice and
Consent of the Members of Our Council, summon and call General Assemblies within the said

Governments respectively, in such Manner and Form as is used and directed in those Colonies
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and Provinces in America, which are under Our immediate Government; and We have also given
Power to the said Governors, with the Consent of Our said Councils, and the Representatives of
the People, so to be summoned as aforesaid, to make, constitute, and ordain Laws, Statutes, and
Ordinances for the Publick Peace, Welfare, and Good Government of Our said Colonies, and of
the People and Inhabitants thereof, as near as may be agreeable to the Laws of England, and
under such Regulations and Restrictions as are used in other Colonies: And in the mean Time,
and until such Assemblies can be called as aforesaid, all Persons inhabiting in, or resorting to
Our said Colonies, may confide in Our Royal Protection for the Enjoyment of the Benefit of the
Laws of Our Realm of England; for which Purpose, We have given Power under Our Great Seal
to the Governors of Our said Colonies respectively, to erect and constitute, with the Advice of
Our said Councils respectively, Courts of Judicature and Publick Justice, within Our said
Colonies, for the hearing and determining all Causes, as well Criminal, as Civil, according to
Law and Equity, and as near as may be agreeable to the Laws of England, with Liberty to all
Persons who may think themselves aggrieved by the Sentences of such Courts, in all Civil Cases,
to appeal, under the usual Limitations and Restrictions, to Us in Our Privy Council.

We have also thought fit, with the Advice of Our Privy Council as aforesaid, to give unto
the Governors and Councils of Our said Three New Colonies upon the Continent, full Power and
Authority to settle and agree with the Inhabitants of Our said New Colonies, or with any other
Persons who shall resort thereto, for such Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, as are now, or
hereafter shall be in Our Power to dispose of, and them to grant to any such Person or Persons,
upon such Terms, and under such moderate Quit-Rents, Services, and Acknowledgments as have
been appointed and settled in Our other Colonies, and under such other Conditions as shall
appear to Us to be necessary and expedient for the Advantage of the Grantees, and the
Improvement and Settlement of Our said Colonies.

And whereas We are desirous, upon all Occasions, to testify Our Royal Sense and
Approbation of the Conduct and Bravery of the Officers and Soldiers of Our Armies, and to
reward the same, We do hereby command and impower Our Governors of Our said Three New
Colonies, and all other Our Governors of Our several Provinces on the Continent of North
America, to grant, without Fee or Reward, to such Reduced Officers as have served in North

America during the late War, and to such Private Soldiers as have been or shall be disbanded in
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America, and are actually residing there, and shall personally apply for the same, the following
Quantities of Lands, subject at the Expiration of Ten Years, to the same Quit-Rents as other
Lands are subject to in the Province within which they are granted, as also subject to the same

Conditions of Cultivation and Improvement; viz.

To every Person having the Rank of a Field Officer, Five thousand Acres.—To every
Captain, Three thousand Acres[.—]To every Subaltern or [Staff] Officer, Two thousand
Acres.—To every Non-Commission Officer, Two hundred A[cres]—To every Private Man, Fifty

ACres.

We do like[wise] authorize and require the Governors and Commanders in Chief of all
Our said Colonies upon the Continent of North America, to grant the like Quantities of Land, and
upon the same Conditions, to such Reduced Officers of Our Navy, of like Rank, as served on
Board Our Ships of War in North America at the Times of the Reduction of Louisbourg and
Quebec in the late War, and who shall personally apply to Our respective Governors for such
Grants.

And whereas it is just and reasonable, and essential to Our Interest and the Security of
Our Colonies, that the several Nations or Tribes of Indians, with whom We are connected, and
who live under Our Protection, should not be molested or disturbed in the Possession of such
Parts of Our Dominions and Territories as, not having been ceded to, or purchased by Us, are
reserved to them, or any of them, as their Hunting Grounds; We do therefore, with the Advice of
Our Privy Council, declare it to be our Royal Will and Pleasure, that no Governor or Commander
in Chief in any of Our Colonies of Quebec, East Florida, or West Florida, do presume, upon any
Pretence whatever, to grant Warrants of Survey, or pass any Patents for Lands beyond the
Bounds of their respective Governments, as described in their Commissions; as also, that no
Governor or Commander in Chief in any of Our other Colonies or Plantations in America, do
presume, for the present, and until Our further Pleasure be known, to grant Warrants of Survey,
or pass Patents for any Lands beyond the Heads or Sources of any of the Rivers which fall into
the Atlantick Ocean from the West and North West, or upon any Lands whatever, which, not

having been ceded to, or purchased by Us as aforesaid, are preserved to the said Indians, or any
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of them.

And We do further declare it to be Our Royal Will and Pleasure, for the present as
aforesaid, to reserve under Our Sovereignty, Protection, and Dominion, for the Use of the said
Indians, all the Lands and Territories not included within the Limits of Our said Three New
Governments, or within the Limits of the Territory granted to the Hudson’s Bay Company, as
also, all the Lands and Territories lying to the Westward of the Sources of the Rivers which fall
into the Sea from the West and North West, as aforesaid; and We do hereby strictly forbid, on
Pain of Our Displeasure, all Our loving Subjects from making any Purchases or Settlements
whatever, or taking Possession of any of the Lands above reserved, without Our especial Leave
and License for that Purpose first obtained.

And We do further strictly enjoin and require all Persons whatever, who have either
wilfully or inadvertently seated themselves upon any Lands within the Countries above
described, or upon any other Lands, which, not having been ceded to, or purchased by Us, are
still reserved to the said Indians as aforesaid, forthwith to remove themselves from such
Settlements.

And whereas great Frauds and Abuses have been committed in the purchasing Lands of
the Indians, to the great Prejudice of Our Interests, and to the great Dissatisfaction of the said
Indians; in order therefore to prevent such Irregularities for the future, and to the End that the
Indians may be convinced of Our Justice, and determined Resolution to remove all reasonable
Cause of Discontent, We do, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, strictly enjoin and require,
that no private Person do presume to make any Purchase from the said Indians of any Lands
reserved to the said Indians, within those Parts of Our Colonies where We have thought proper
to allow Settlement; but that if, at any Time, any of the said Indians should be inclined to dispose
of the said Lands, the same shall be purchased only for Us, in Our Name, at some Publick
Meeting or Assembly of the said Indians to be held for that Purpose by the Governor or
Commander in Chief of Our Colonies respectively, within which they shall lie; and in case they
shall lie within the Limits of any Proprietary Government, they shall be purchased only for the
Use and in the Name of such Proprietaries, conformable to such Directions and Instructions as
We or they shall think proper to give for that Purpose: And We do, by the Advice of Our Privy

Council, declare and enjoin, that the Trade with the said Indians shall be free and open to all Our

© 2012 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org



http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

Proclamation of 1763

Subjects whatever; provided that every Person who may incline to trade with the said Indians, do
take out a License for carrying on such Trade from the Governor or Commander in Chief of any
of Our Colonies respectively, where such Person shall reside; and also give Security to observe
such Regulations as We shall at any Time think fit, by Ourselves or by Our Commissaries to be
appointed for this Purpose, to direct and appoint for the Benefit of the said Trade; and We do
hereby authorize, enjoin, and require the Governors and Commanders in Chief of all Our
Colonies respectively, as well Those under Our immediate Government as Those under the
Government and Direction of Proprietaries, to grant such Licenses without Fee or Reward,
taking especial Care to insert therein a Condition, that such License shall be void, and the
Security forfeited, in case the Person, to whom the same is granted, shall refuse or neglect to
observe such Regulations as We shall think proper to prescribe as aforesaid.

And We do further expressly enjoin and require all Officers whatever, as well Military as
Those employed in the Management and Direction of Indian Affairs within the Territories
reserved as aforesaid for the Use of the said Indians, to seize and apprehend all Persons
whatever, who, standing charged with Treasons, Misprisions of Treason, Murders, or other
Felonies or Misdemeanors, shall fly from Justice, and take Refuge in the said Territory, and to
send them under a proper Guard to the Colony where the Crime was committed of which they

stand accused, in order to take their Tryal for the same.

Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the Seventh Day of October, One thousand seven hundred and
sixty three, in the Third Year of Our Reign.

GOD save the KING.

LONDON:

Printed by Mark Baskett, Printer to the King’s most Excellent Majesty; and by the Assigns of Robert
Baskett. 1763.
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