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.	
  .	
  .	
  What	
  we	
  are	
  learning	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  is	
  that	
  if	
  women	
  are	
  healthy	
  and	
  educated,	
  their	
  families	
  will	
  
flourish.	
  If	
  women	
  are	
  free	
  from	
  violence,	
  their	
  families	
  will	
  flourish.	
  If	
  women	
  have	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  work	
  
and	
  earn	
  as	
  full	
  and	
  equal	
  partners	
  in	
  society,	
  their	
  families	
  will	
  flourish.	
  And	
  when	
  families	
  flourish,	
  
communities	
  and	
  nations	
  will	
  flourish	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Women	
  comprise	
  more	
  than	
  half	
  the	
  world’s	
  population.	
  Women	
  are	
  70%	
  percent	
  of	
  the	
  world’s	
  poor,	
  
and	
  two-­‐thirds	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  taught	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  write.	
  Women	
  are	
  the	
  primary	
  caretakers	
  for	
  
most	
  of	
  the	
  world’s	
  children	
  and	
  elderly.	
  Yet	
  much	
  of	
  the	
  work	
  we	
  do	
  is	
  not	
  valued—not	
  by	
  economists,	
  
not	
  by	
  historians,	
  not	
  by	
  popular	
  culture,	
  not	
  by	
  government	
  leaders.	
  	
  
	
  
At	
  this	
  very	
  moment,	
  as	
  we	
  sit	
  here,	
  women	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  are	
  giving	
  birth,	
  raising	
  children,	
  cooking	
  
meals,	
  washing	
  clothes,	
  cleaning	
  houses,	
  planting	
  crops,	
  working	
  on	
  assembly	
  lines,	
  running	
  companies,	
  
and	
  running	
  countries.	
  Women	
  also	
  are	
  dying	
  from	
  diseases	
  that	
  should	
  have	
  been	
  prevented	
  or	
  
treated;	
  they	
  are	
  watching	
  their	
  children	
  succumb	
  to	
  malnutrition	
  caused	
  by	
  poverty	
  and	
  economic	
  
deprivation;	
  they	
  are	
  being	
  denied	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  school	
  by	
  their	
  own	
  fathers	
  and	
  brothers;	
  they	
  are	
  
being	
  forced	
  into	
  prostitution,	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  being	
  barred	
  from	
  the	
  bank	
  lending	
  office	
  and	
  banned	
  from	
  
the	
  ballot	
  box	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  believe	
  that,	
  on	
  the	
  eve	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  millennium,	
  it	
  is	
  time	
  to	
  break	
  our	
  silence.	
  It	
  is	
  time	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  say	
  here	
  
in	
  Beijing,	
  and	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  hear,	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  acceptable	
  to	
  discuss	
  women’s	
  rights	
  as	
  separate	
  
from	
  human	
  rights.	
  These	
  abuses	
  have	
  continued	
  because,	
  for	
  too	
  long,	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  women	
  has	
  been	
  
a	
  history	
  of	
  silence.	
  Even	
  today,	
  there	
  are	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  trying	
  to	
  silence	
  our	
  words.	
  	
  
	
  
…It	
  is	
  a	
  violation	
  of	
  human	
  rights	
  when	
  babies	
  are	
  denied	
  food,	
  or	
  drowned,	
  or	
  suffocated,	
  or	
  their	
  
spines	
  broken,	
  simply	
  because	
  they	
  are	
  born	
  girls.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  violation	
  of	
  human	
  rights	
  when	
  women	
  and	
  girls	
  
are	
  sold	
  into	
  the	
  slavery	
  of	
  prostitution.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  violation	
  of	
  human	
  rights	
  when	
  women	
  are	
  doused	
  with	
  
gasoline,	
  set	
  on	
  fire	
  and	
  burned	
  to	
  death	
  because	
  their	
  marriage	
  dowries	
  are	
  deemed	
  too	
  small.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  
violation	
  of	
  human	
  rights	
  when	
  individual	
  women	
  are	
  raped	
  in	
  their	
  own	
  communities	
  and	
  when	
  
thousands	
  of	
  women	
  are	
  subjected	
  to	
  rape	
  as	
  a	
  tactic	
  or	
  prize	
  of	
  war.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  violation	
  of	
  human	
  rights	
  
when	
  a	
  leading	
  cause	
  of	
  death	
  worldwide	
  among	
  women	
  ages	
  14	
  to	
  44	
  is	
  the	
  violence	
  they	
  are	
  
subjected	
  to	
  in	
  their	
  own	
  homes	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  there	
  is	
  one	
  message	
  that	
  echoes	
  forth	
  from	
  this	
  conference,	
  it	
  is	
  that	
  human	
  rights	
  are	
  women’s	
  
rights—and	
  women’s	
  rights	
  are	
  human	
  rights.	
  Let	
  us	
  not	
  forget	
  that	
  among	
  those	
  rights	
  are	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  
speak	
  freely—and	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  be	
  heard.	
  Women	
  must	
  enjoy	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  participate	
  fully	
  in	
  the	
  social	
  
and	
  political	
  lives	
  of	
  their	
  countries	
  if	
  we	
  want	
  freedom	
  and	
  democracy	
  to	
  thrive	
  and	
  endure	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
	
  
Let	
  me	
  be	
  clear.	
  Freedom	
  means	
  the	
  right	
  of	
  people	
  to	
  assemble,	
  organize,	
  and	
  debate	
  openly.	
  It	
  means	
  
respecting	
  the	
  views	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  may	
  disagree	
  with	
  the	
  views	
  of	
  their	
  governments.	
  It	
  means	
  not	
  
taking	
  citizens	
  away	
  from	
  their	
  loved	
  ones	
  and	
  jailing	
  them,	
  mistreating	
  them,	
  or	
  denying	
  them	
  their	
  
freedom	
  or	
  dignity	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  peaceful	
  expression	
  of	
  their	
  ideas	
  and	
  opinions	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  	
  
	
  
Now	
  it	
  is	
  time	
  to	
  act	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  women	
  everywhere.	
  If	
  we	
  take	
  bold	
  steps	
  to	
  better	
  the	
  lives	
  of	
  
women,	
  we	
  will	
  be	
  taking	
  bold	
  steps	
  to	
  better	
  the	
  lives	
  of	
  children	
  and	
  families	
  too.	
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As	
  long	
  as	
  discrimination	
  and	
  inequities	
  remain	
  so	
  commonplace	
  around	
  the	
  world—as	
  long	
  as	
  girls	
  and	
  
women	
  are	
  valued	
  less,	
  fed	
  less,	
  fed	
  last,	
  overworked,	
  underpaid,	
  not	
  schooled	
  and	
  subjected	
  to	
  
violence	
  in	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  their	
  homes—the	
  potential	
  of	
  the	
  human	
  family	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  peaceful,	
  prosperous	
  
world	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  realized	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
	
  
Read	
  the	
  full	
  speech	
  online	
  at:	
  http://www.columbia.edu/cu/augustine/arch/hrclinton.txt.	
  
And	
  listen	
  to	
  a	
  recording	
  at:	
  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sk3nzRt7p94.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


