
	
  

	
  

©	
  2013	
  The	
  Gilder	
  Lehrman	
  Institute	
  of	
  American	
  History	
  
www.gilderlehrman.org	
  

Name	
  ______________________	
   Date	
  ______________________	
   	
  	
  Class	
  ______________________	
  

Primary	
  Document	
  Analysis	
  -­‐	
  Article	
  II	
  (excerpts):	
  Read	
  the	
  following	
  excerpts	
  of	
  Article	
  II	
  of	
  the	
  US	
  Constitution.	
  	
  As	
  you	
  read	
  the	
  document,	
  
underline	
  the	
  main	
  ideas	
  from	
  the	
  text	
  and	
  try	
  to	
  understand	
  how	
  this	
  document	
  specifically	
  relates	
  to	
  Washington’s	
  First	
  Inaugural	
  Address	
  
as	
  you	
  fill	
  in	
  the	
  chart	
  below.	
  

	
  
Section.	
  1.	
  The	
  executive	
  Power	
  shall	
  be	
  vested	
  in	
  a	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  
United	
  States	
  of	
  America.	
  He	
  shall	
  hold	
  his	
  Office	
  during	
  the	
  Term	
  of	
  
four	
  Years,	
  and,	
  together	
  with	
  the	
  Vice	
  President,	
  chosen	
  for	
  the	
  
same	
  Term	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
	
  
No	
  Person	
  except	
  a	
  natural	
  born	
  Citizen,	
  or	
  a	
  Citizen	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  
States,	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  the	
  Adoption	
  of	
  this	
  Constitution,	
  shall	
  be	
  
eligible	
  to	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  President;	
  neither	
  shall	
  any	
  Person	
  be	
  eligible	
  
to	
  that	
  Office	
  who	
  shall	
  not	
  have	
  attained	
  to	
  the	
  Age	
  of	
  thirty	
  five	
  
Years,	
  and	
  been	
  fourteen	
  Years	
  a	
  Resident	
  within	
  the	
  United	
  	
  
States.	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
	
  
Before	
  he	
  enter	
  on	
  the	
  Execution	
  of	
  his	
  Office,	
  he	
  shall	
  take	
  the	
  
following	
  Oath	
  or	
  Affirmation:—“I	
  do	
  solemnly	
  swear	
  (or	
  affirm)	
  that	
  
I	
  will	
  faithfully	
  execute	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  
and	
  will	
  to	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  my	
  Ability,	
  preserve,	
  protect	
  and	
  defend	
  the	
  
Constitution	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  States.”	
  
	
  
Section.	
  2.	
  The	
  President	
  shall	
  be	
  Commander	
  in	
  Chief	
  of	
  the	
  Army	
  
and	
  Navy	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  Militia	
  of	
  the	
  several	
  States,	
  
when	
  called	
  into	
  the	
  actual	
  Service	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
How	
  long	
  is	
  the	
  term	
  of	
  office?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
What	
  are	
  the	
  qualifications	
  necessary	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  president?	
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He	
  shall	
  have	
  Power,	
  by	
  and	
  with	
  the	
  Advice	
  and	
  Consent	
  of	
  the	
  
Senate,	
  to	
  make	
  Treaties,	
  provided	
  two	
  thirds	
  of	
  the	
  Senators	
  present	
  
concur;	
  and	
  he	
  shall	
  nominate,	
  and	
  by	
  and	
  with	
  the	
  Advice	
  and	
  
Consent	
  of	
  the	
  Senate,	
  shall	
  appoint	
  Ambassadors,	
  other	
  public	
  
Ministers	
  and	
  Consuls,	
  Judges	
  of	
  the	
  supreme	
  Court,	
  and	
  all	
  other	
  
Officers	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  	
  
	
  
Section.	
  3.	
  He	
  shall	
  from	
  time	
  to	
  time	
  give	
  to	
  the	
  Congress	
  
Information	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  the	
  Union,	
  and	
  recommend	
  to	
  their	
  
Consideration	
  such	
  Measures	
  as	
  he	
  shall	
  judge	
  necessary	
  and	
  
expedient;	
  he	
  may,	
  on	
  extraordinary	
  Occasions,	
  convene	
  both	
  
Houses,	
  or	
  either	
  of	
  them,	
  and	
  in	
  Case	
  of	
  Disagreement	
  between	
  
them,	
  with	
  Respect	
  to	
  the	
  Time	
  of	
  Adjournment,	
  he	
  may	
  adjourn	
  
them	
  to	
  such	
  Time	
  as	
  he	
  shall	
  think	
  proper;	
  he	
  shall	
  receive	
  
Ambassadors	
  and	
  other	
  public	
  Ministers;	
  he	
  shall	
  take	
  Care	
  that	
  the	
  
Laws	
  be	
  faithfully	
  executed,	
  and	
  shall	
  Commission	
  all	
  the	
  Officers	
  of	
  
the	
  United	
  States	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
	
  

	
  
What	
  are	
  the	
  major	
  powers	
  of	
  the	
  president?	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  	
  

	
  



Making	
  Connections:	
  Document	
  to	
  Document	
  

Primary	
  Document	
  Comparison:	
  Using	
  the	
  graphic	
  organizer	
  below	
  cite	
  the	
  connections	
  and	
  relationships	
  between	
  two	
  
documents	
  we	
  have	
  analyzed.	
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   Meaning	
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