Appendix D

Excerpt from The Constitution of the Pennsylvania Society for
Promoting the Abolition of Slavery, 1787

It having pleased the Creator of the world, to make of one flesh, all the children men—it
becomes them to consult and promote each other’s happiness, as members of the same family,
however diversified they may be, by colour, situation, religion, or different states of society. It is
more especially the duty of those persons, who profess to maintain for themselves the rights of
human nature, and who acknowledge the obligations of Christianity, to use such means as are in
their power, to extend the blessings of freedom to every part of the human race; and in a more
particular manner, to such of their fellow-creatures, as are entitled to freedom by the laws and
constitutions of any of the United States, and who, notwithstanding, are detained in bondage, by
fraud and violence. . . . and in humble confidence of the favour and support of the Father of
Mankind, the subscribers have associated themselves under the title of the “Pennsylvania Society
for promoting the abolition of slavery, and the relief of free Negroes unlawfully held in

bondage.”
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