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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Seventy-seventh Congress:

I address you, the Members of the Seventy-seventh Congress, at a moment unprecedented in the
history of the Union. I use the word “unprecedented,” because at no previous time has American security
been as seriously threatened from without as it is today. . . .

Every realist knows that the democratic way of life is at this moment being directly assailed in every
part of the world. . . . The assailants are still on the march, threatening other nations, great and small.

Therefore, as your President, performing my constitutional duty to “give to the Congress information
of the state of the Union,” | find it, unhappily, necessary to report that the future and the safety of our
country and of our democracy are overwhelmingly involved in events far beyond our borders. . . .

... Those who man our defenses, and those behind them who build our defenses, must have the
stamina and the courage which come from unshakable belief in the manner of life which they are
defending. . ..

In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four
essential human freedoms.

The first is freedom of speech and expression—everywhere in the world.
The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way—everywhere in the world.

The third is freedom from want—which, translated into world terms, means economic understandings
which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants—everywhere in the world.

The fourth is freedom from fear—which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide reduction of
armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position to commit an
act of physical aggression against any neighbor—anywhere in the world.

That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own
time and generation. That kind of world is the very antithesis of the so-called new order of tyranny which
the dictators seek to create. . . .

Source: Franklin D. Roosevelt, “Annual Message to Congress on the State of the Union,” January 6, 1941, in The Public Papers
and Addresses of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 1940 Volume (New York: MacMillan, 1941), 663-672.

© 2013 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org




