IMMEDIATE RELEASE NOVEMBER 23, 1963

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

By the President of the United States of America

A PROCLAMATION

To the People of the United States:

John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 35th President of the United States, has
been taken from us by an act which outrages decent men everywhere,

He upheld the faith of our fathers, which is freedom for all men.
He broadened the frontiers of that faith, and backed it with the energy
and the courage which are the mark of the Nation he led.

A man of wisdom, strength, and peace, he moulded and moved the
power of our Nation in the service of a world of growing liberty and order.
All who love freedom will mourn his death.

As he did not shrink from his responsibilities, but welcomed them,
so he would not have us shrink from carrying on his work beyond this
hour of national tragedy,

He said it himself: '"The energy, the faith, the devotion which we
bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it -- and
the glow from that fire can truly light the world."

Now, therefore, I, Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the United
States of America, do appoint Monday next, November 25, the day of the
funeral service of President Kennedy, to be a national day of mourning
throughout the United States. I earnestly recommend the people to
assemble on that day in their respective places of divine worship, there to
bow down in submission to the will of Almighty God, and to pay their homage
of love and reverence to the memory of a great and good man. I invite the
people of the world who share our grief to join us in this day of mourning
and rededication.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the
Seal of the United States of America to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this twenty-third day of November

in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and sixty-
three, and of the Independence
of the United States of
America the one hundred

and eighty- eighth.

LYNDON B, JOHNSON

By the President:
DEAN RUSK

Secretary of State.
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